
Words to Know
Settled – people li ving there
Treaty – peace agreement
Conflict – troubles and disagreements

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

Texas later joined the United States. Mexico was not 
happy about this. They also didn’t agree on where the 
border between Mexico and the United States was.

The president of the United States at the time was 
James K. Polk. Polk sent troops to protect the border 
between Mexico and the United States. Fighting began, and 
war was declared on May 13th, 1846.

The Mexicans were led by General Santa Anna, and 
the United States was led by General Zachary Taylor and 
Winfield Scott. 

The most famous battles of the war were the Battle 
of Palo Al to, the Battle of Monterrey, and the Battle of 
Buena Vista.

At Buena Vista, the United States was able to fight 
off Mexico and win. The Mexicans had 15 , 000 soldiers, while 
the United States only had 5 , 000. 

Eventuall y, the United States captured the capital of 
Mexico, Mexico City. The army, led by Winfield Scott, 
captured Mexico City in August of 1847. 

After the United States took control of Mexico City, 
the Mexicans agreed to a peace treaty. It was called the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidal go. In this treaty, the border 
between Mexico and the United States was settled, and a 
large portion of land was sold to the United States. 

The Mexican-American War is perhaps the most important event in Texas history. It 
was a war between the United States and Mexico from 1846 to 1848. Texas was a state of 
Mexico, and as it became more and more settled, people in Texas decided they didn’t want 
to be ruled by Mexico anymore. 

After years of conflict with Mexico, Texans wanted to separate from Mexico. In 1836, 
Texas declared independence from Mexico. They formed the Republic of Texas. 

When the Texans declared independence, Mexico wasn’t pleased. The Texans took 
over a fort called the Alamo. Some Texans wanted to abandon the fort. Others did not. In 
the end, the Alamo was a large loss when 200 Texans were killed. “Remember the Alamo!” 
became the war cry of Texas during the Mexican-American War.

Mexican-American  war

What were the resul ts 
of the treaty?

When was the Mexican-
American War?

What were the most 
famous battles?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

banned
slavery
cholera
alamo
crockett
Austin
texas
letter
revolution

Word search

How many families did Stephen Austin bring with him?

Who refused to let Texas become an independent country?

When did the Texas Revolution end?

Fill in the blank

200 300 400

Polk Austin Santa Anna

1836 1837 1838

In 1832 , an American named Stephen 
Austin moved to Texas to be an 
emperor.

In the end, Texas won its 
i ndependence from France.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

Mexico banned the arrival of more people, and they also banned 
_________________________.

Santa Anna was away, there were problems in the government, and there was 
an outbreak of ____________________________.

The  Texas  revolution
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Words to Know
Strained – feeling tense or uncomfortable
Economy – goods and services of an area 
Dispute – disagreement or argument

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

The U.S. wanted to expand to the west. They 
believed in Mani fest Destiny. This was a belief that God 
destined for the United States to extend all the way 
across the continent. The U.S. offered to buy the area 
that is now Ari zona, New Mexico, and Texas. However, 
Mexico didn’t believe in the idea of Mani fest Destiny. 
They did not want the United States to spread across the 
continent. They wanted to keep their land, and they 
refused to sell i t.

There was also disagreement over borders. 
Mexico and the United States didn’t agree on where the 
border between Mexico and the United States was.

The dispute got worse when Mexican soldiers 
attacked American soldiers in April of 1846. They killed 
twelve soldiers.

The president of the United States, James K. Polk, 
asked Congress to declare war on Mexico. He moved 
troops into Cali fornia and also into the Mexican state of 
Coahuila. 

The American troops were led by Zachary Taylor 
and Winfield Scott. Zachary Taylor later became 
president of the United States.

In some ways, i t is hard to know when the Mexican-American War really started. 
The Mexican-American War was actually just a continuation of the Texas Revolution. 
The Texas Revolution lasted from 1835 to 1836. Though the Mexican-American War 
started ten years later, i t was caused by the outcome of the Texas Revolution.

After Texas won its independence, i ts relationship with Mexico continued to be 
strained. Mexico refused to accept that Texas was independent. 

Eventually, Texas was annexed in 1845 as part of the United States. This means 
that the United States made Texas part of thei r country. The Texans were happy about 
this because the United States could protect them from invasions from Mexico, and also
could help thei r economy. The United States had good trade relationships with many 
countries.

Causes  of  the  war

What is Mani fest 
Destiny?

Where was the border 
of the US and Mexico?

Why was Texas happy to 
be part of the US?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

battles
mexico
government
scott
grant
military
governor
general
revolt

Word search

When did the Mexican governor leave Cali fornia? 

Who led his soldiers to defeat Mexico at the Battle of Buena Monterrey?

How many large armies did the United States send into Mexico?

Fill in the blank

1845 1846 1847

Taylor Scott Santa Anna

2 3 4

Since the Mexican government was 
not very stable, the military did not 
have very good leadership.

Ulysses S. Grant was the commander 
for the Confederate Army during the 
Civil War.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

In the Battle of Buena Vista, the Americans were 
_______________________________________.

After the U.S. started the war, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna led the 
______________________________ soldiers. 

The  battles
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