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The members of the House of 
Representatives are elected by the people 
(constituents) of the state in which they li ve. 
Every state has at least one representative, 
while some states have several. This is 
based on the population of that state. The 
states are divided into districts. Each 
representative can only represent one 
district. A state with a higher population will 
have a higher number of representatives. 

For example, New York has a large 
population and several districts, while 
Montana has a small population with only 
one representative for the enti re state. 

Cali fornia has the highest number of 
representatives. Some states like Alaska, 
North Dakota, Wyoming, and Vermont only 
have one representative for the enti re state. 
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If a state’s population has changed over 
the years, it may lose or gain representatives. 
Regardless of those changes, there can only 
be 435 members in the House at any given 
time. The representatives are redistributed in 
each state every 10 years to account for the 
changing populations (census). In the very 
fi rst Congress, there were only 65 members. 

There are quali fications to become a 
representative listed in the Constitution. The 
person must be 25 years old. They must have 
li ved in the United States for seven years. 
They also must li ve in the state that they hope 
to represent. If they meet these quali fications, 
the people can elect that person to represent 
them in the House of Representatives for 
their district. Once elected, representatives 
serve a 2-year term. There are no term limits 
in the House, so a person can be a 
representative repeatedly, as long as they are 
re-elected.
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The representatives in the House have 
a wide range of tasks once elected. They 
spend a lot of time working on new bills 
and making laws. After all, the main 
purpose of the House is to make new bills 
and laws. The representatives are 
responsible for understanding how the new 
bills or laws could likely impact the area 
that they represent. The areas of the 
representatives are all quite di fferent. A 
law in New York City might have a 
di fferent impact than in rural Montana. 

Both the House and the Senate must 
agree to, vote on, and adopt identical bill s 
in order for a bill to become a law. 

The House has extra tasks in addition 
to making new bills and laws. For example, 
all tax bills have to start in the House of 
Representatives. 
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7.

The oldest standing committee in the House is the…

In cases where no candidate receives a majority of
electoral votes, the House…

The first former Representative to later serve as…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.All ___ bills have to start 
in the House. 

A. Tax
B. Military
C. Education
D. Jobs

A. Senate
B. House
C. Senate and the House
D. None of the above

Who MUST agree to, vote 
on, and officially adopt 
new laws?

9. 10.

11. 12.

The representatives are 
required to partici pate in 
at least ___ committees.

To ___ means to accuse 
of misconduct while in 
office. 

A. 2
B. 4
C. 6
D. 8

A. Appoint
B. Legislate
C. Impeach
D. Rati fy

A. To approve
B. To deny a request
C. To speak up for
D. To start again

A. 1906
B. 1916
C. 1926
D. 1936

What does the word 
‘advocate’ mean?

When was Jeannette 
Rankin elected to the 
House?  

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

When was the 
fi rst census?

PRESIDENT WAS 
JAMES MADISON

54311331511454  143231

33313514  232431544211313314

What is the oldest 
permanent committee 
in the House?
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