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The Louisiana Purchase occurred in 1803.  This was a purchase 

made by the United States from France to gain the Louisiana Territory.  

By acquiring the Louisiana Territory, the United States gained an 

additional 828,000 square miles, which doubled the si ze of the 

country. 

The Louisiana Purchase was the largest purchase of land ever 

made by the United States.  The United States had been growing 

quickly and was looking to expand to the west.  People were looking 

for new land to plant crops and have more li vestock for thei r farms.

Thomas Jefferson wanted to buy the area of New Orleans from 

the French.  Louisiana was owned by France, and New Orleans was a 

large French settlement.  New Orleans was also a valuable seaport 

for many American businesses.  A port is a location where ships 

come in and out.

Napoleon Bonaparte received si x warships and the Louisiana 

Territory from Spain with the Treaty of San Ildefonso.  Many 

American leaders were against the Louisiana Purchase.  Napoleon had 

recently taken the Louisiana Territory from Spain.

Some leaders feared that Spain may try to declare war on the 

United States over the land.  They also believed that Jefferson did not 

have the power to buy such a large piece of land.  The U.S. 

Constitution did not mention the power of the government to acquire 

new territory. 

Jefferson argued that the Constitution all owed him to create 

treaties.  The purchase would be a treaty of purchase.  Jefferson was 

not sure i f that was a legal argument or i f it would help convince 

anyone opposing the purchase. Congress barely approved the 

decision by a vote of 59-57.
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Jefferson decided to send Robert Li vingston to attempt to buy 

the land from Napoleon.  Li vingston was the U.S. Minister to France

and Napoleon Bonaparte was the French Emperor. 

At the fi rst attempt of purchase, Napoleon refused.  He too had 

dreams for building a western empire.  Later, Napoleon needed money 

to pay for the many wars he was fighting in Europe.  He believed that 

i f he did sell to the United States, it would hurt the British.  At the 

time, the British were his worst enemy. 

After Napoleon’s refusal to sell, Jefferson sent Li vingston and 

James Monroe to France, in hopes of convincing Napoleon to sell the 

land this time.  The men were given approval to spend up to ten 

million dollars to buy New Orleans and the west bank of the 

Mississippi River. 

The French government, along with Napoleon, said that i f the 

United States agreed to pay fi ve million dollars more, they would sell 

all of the Louisiana Territory for fi fteen million dollars.

The Louisiana Purchase was vital to the success of America.  It 

all owed the United States to control the ri vers and ports to be used by 

farmers to ship thei r crops for money.  It also eliminated a country 

(France) that might try to harm the new nation.

The large tract of land had many Americans li ving in it, but the 

majority of the new land was still undiscovered.  Thomas Jefferson 

sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the new land 

area.  Lewis and Clark started in St. Louis, with a route that traced the 

Missouri River.

The Red River Expedition explored the Southwest.  The Pike 

Expedition, led by Zebulon Pike, explored the Great Plains.  Upon 

discovering unknown land, it turns out the land was rich in gold, sil ver 

and other ores.  These valuable discoveries greatly helped the weal th 

of the U.S.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What ri ver did Lewis 
and Clark set off along 
side of?

What expedition explored 
the Great Plains?

What expedition 
explored the 
southwest?

What year did the 
Louisiana Purchase 
occur?

What country did the U.S. 
buy the territory from?

What was Napoleon's 
last name?

True  or  false
Lewis’ fi rst name was 
Meriwether.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Napoleon received the 
Louisiana territory from 
Germany.

A.  1803
B.  1492
C.  1942
D.  1825

A.  Mexico
B.  Russia
C.  France
D.  None of the above

A.  Tarpabon
B.  Bonaparte
C.  Jefferson
D.  Stillwell

The Louisiana Purchase 
cost ninety million dollars.
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A.  Missouri
B.  Rio Grande
C.  Mississippi
D.  Allegheny

A.  Furl
B.  Pike
C.  Cannon
D.  Cork

A. Pike
B. Red Falls
C. Rio Red
D. Red River

A port is a l ocation 
where shi ps come in 
and out.

Congress barely 
approved the decision 
by a vote of 59-57.

Jefferson sent Robert 
Li vingston to attempt to 
buy the land.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Pike Expedition was 
led by William Pike.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Jefferson also sent 
James Monroe to 
attempt to buy the land.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Thomas Jefferson 
wanted to buy the area 
of New Orleans.


