
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK

The nervous system is responsible for communication between the body and 

the ________________________. To pick up a pencil, the brain sends signals to the 

hands and fingers to reach down and grasp it. The brain is in constant 

communication with the rest of the body, sending signals back and forth about what 

is happening on the outside and how the body should react. 

Each human body system is made up of certain body parts that work with 

di fferent ______________________ to complete a job. The nervous system is made 

up of the brain, the ________________________ cord, and a network of nerve 

cells (neurons). 

There are _________________ main types of neurons: sensory neurons, 

motor neurons, and relay neurons. Sensory neurons carry signals toward the brain 

from the eyes, ears, nose, _________________________, and skin. Motor neurons 

carry signals away from the brain to the muscles. Relay neurons all ow the sensory 

and motor neurons to communicate.

The two main types of nerves in the body are motor nerves and sensory 

nerves. Motor nerves ___________________________ our muscles. The brain and 

spinal cord use these nerves to send signals to our muscles to move. Sensory nerves 

are connected to our senses. They send signals to the brain about what is happening 

in the outside world, such as what we see, ______________________, touch, taste 

or hear. Your body can send messages to your brain at speeds of more than 200 

_______________________ per hour!

Sometimes, the body acts before the brain sends any signals. For example, i f a 

person steps on a piece of sharp glass, the body will immediately move the foot 

_________________________. These automatic movements are called reflexes and 

instead of waiting for the brain to receive and send signals, the body acts quickly to 

stop the pain. 

tongue control  brain 

away feel  spinal 

organs three miles 



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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The nervous system has two parts: the CNS 
and PNS. 

The brain stem controls basic body functions 
such as breathing.

There are five main types of neurons.

The cerebrum is the largest part of the brain.

The average adul t brain weighs approximately 
eight pounds. 

Motor nerves control our muscles. 

The spinal column has 52 pairs of spinal nerves.

Any damage to the spinal cord is permanent.

The CNS refers to the nerves outside of the brain 
and spinal cord.

The central nervous system (CNS) is the main 
processing center. 
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. Which of the following is NOT a main 
type of neuron?

A. Sensory neurons
B. Motor neurons
C. Passive neurons
D. Relay neurons

6. The spinal column has ____ pairs of spinal 
nerves. 

A. 21
B. 31
C. 41
D. 51

2. What is the largest part of the brain? 
A. Cerebrum
B. Brain stem
C. Vertebrae
D. Cerebellum

7. What Latin word means "little brain"?
A. Cerebrum 
B. Vertebrae 
C. Ganglia
D. Cerebellum 

3. What type of nerves run directly to the 
brain?

A. Leukocytes
B. Ganglia
C. Active
D. Cranial

8. What are networks of nerve cells also 
known as? 

A. Vertebrae
B. Hemoglobins
C. Neurons
D. Brain stem

4. There are ____ main types of neurons. 
A. 3
B. 6
C. 9
D. 12

9. The average adult brain weighs ___ 
pounds.

A. 1
B. 3
C. 6
D. 8

5. The ____ refers to the nerves outside of 
the brain and spinal cord.

A. CNS
B. PNS
C. LNS 
D. ENS

10. What are groups of nerves called? 
A. Ganglia
B. Cranial
C. Sensory
D. Relay
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.

B OT  C A R D S
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