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Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

6. Mars is often referred to as the 

________________ Planet.

7. ______________________________ is the closest 

planet to the Sun. 

8. Earth is the ___________________________ planet
from the Sun.
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The 'Great Red Spot’ is a storm that has been blowing 
on Jupiter for about…

Fill in the blankMercury is the closest planet to the Sun.  It 
the smallest, yet fastest moving planet.  It is also 
one of five planets that is visible to the naked 
eye.  Mercury has no moons or rings.

Venus is the third brightest object in the 
sky after the Sun and Moon.  The planet is 
named for Venus, the Roman goddess of love and 
beauty.  It is sometimes referred to as Earth’s 
sister planet because of their similar size, 
location and mass.

Earth is the third planet from the Sun and 
once believed to be the center of the universe.  
In 1543, Copernicus published his Sun-centered 
model of the Solar System.  His theory put the 
Sun at the center of the solar system, not the 
Earth.

Mars is the second smallest planet in the 
Solar System.  Mars was named after the Roman 
god of war.  Mars is often referred to as the Red 
Planet because of the brownish-red color.  
Olympus Mons, the tallest mountain in the Solar 
System, is on Mars.



Reading #4 questions

Clue #4

Jupiter is the largest, most massive planet 
in the Solar System with some of the largest 
moons. The four larger moons, called Galilean 
moons, were discovered in 1610 by Galileo 
Galilei.

Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun and 
the fifth brightest object in the Solar System.  
Saturn is often referred to as the Ringed Planet.  
Saturn’s rings are mostly made from chunks of 
ice.  Saturn is the flattest of the eight planets 
but has the strongest winds of any other planet.

Uranus was discovered in 1781 by William 
Herschel and named after the ancient Greek god 
Ouranos.  It is often called an “ice giant” due to 
its icy mantle which surrounds its core.  Uranus 
is the coldest planet in the Solar System. 

Neptune is not visible to the naked eye and 
was discovered by Jean Joseph Le Verrier.  
Neptune has 14 known moons. The largest of 
these moons is Titan.  Somewhat blue in color, 
Neptune was named after the Roman god of the 
sea.
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9. What is the largest, most massive planet?
A. Jupiter
B. Saturn
C. Uranus
D. Neptune

10. Which planet has 14 known moons?
A. Jupiter
B. Saturn
C. Uranus
D. Neptune
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The number of known moons on Jupiter…



Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 60.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 80.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 349.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 66.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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X=X I=I E=E

N=N S=s Y=Y

T=T R=R C=C

W=W O=O M=M

T


