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Paul Revere was born in 1734 in Boston, Massachusetts. His father was a 
silversmith and Paul would later foll ow in his footsteps and become a sil versmith 
as well. In 1754 , Paul’s father passed away and Paul was forced to take over the 
family business. In the shop, he engraved metal, made surgical instruments and 
sold spectacles, sil verware and tea sets. During tough times, Revere would clean 
teeth. He was taught by his surgeon friend, Doctor Joseph Warren. Paul was an 
excellent horse rider and also carried messages between Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia. After returning from a short time in the army for the French and 
Indian War, Revere married Sarah Orne.

In 1765 the Stamp Act was passed. The British Parliament began to tax the 
colonists to help pay for the debt from the French and Indian War. The Stamp 
Act taxed all paper documents in the colonies such as newspapers and playing 
cards. The colonists insisted that the act was unconstitutional since there was 
no one in the British government to represent them.

Paul Revere became an acti ve member of the Sons of Liberty. The Sons 
of Liberty was a group of American Patriots who wanted liberty for the 
colonies. The purpose of the secret society was to protect the rights of 
colonists and to fight the unfai r taxes from the British government. The group 
organi zed protests to argue against British rule. Thei r motto was “No
taxation without representation.” Other famous members included John Adams, 
Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, and John Hancock.

Tensions grew between the British troops and the townspeople of Boston 
when snowballs, sticks and rocks were thrown at British soldiers. In March of 
1770, the British army fi red into a crowd of American protesters, killing fi ve. This 
event is known as the Boston Massacre. Revere created an engraving of the 
event that placed the blame on the British soldiers. His engraving portrayed an 
angry mob of British soldiers fi ring into a crowd of innocent colonists. His 
copper engraving was called The Bloody Massacre in King Street. In an effort to
persuade other colonists to oppose British rule, Revere’s famous engraving was 
produced just three weeks later. Even though his poster was inaccurate, the 
American colonists blamed the British for the death of the 5 colonists. His 
copper engraving made Americans even more upset with the British and fueled 
thei r desi re for independence.

The Boston Tea Party occurred in 1773. To protest the tax on tea, Paul 
Revere and other Sons of Liberty boarded three British trade ships in the 
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Boston Harbor. They disguised themselves as Mohawk Indians and threw 342 
chests of tea into the water. Paul Revere was a ringleader in the Boston Tea 
Party. 

In April of 1775 , there was a rumor that the British army was moving
towards Concord where Patriots had a large supply of weapons stored. British 
officials had learned that American Patriots were storing guns in Concord, 
Massachusetts and wanted to destroy the guns. Dr. Joseph Warren, a leading 
Boston Patriot, sent Paul Revere and William Dawes to warn the leaders and the 
local militias that the British were on the move. People mistakenly believe that 
Revere shouted, “The British are coming,” but he actually shouted “The Regulars 
are coming out.” Revere instructed Robert Newman to set lanterns in the Old 
North Church to alert colonists in Charleston. He was asked to place one lantern 
i f the British were coming by land and two lanterns i f they were coming by 
sea. The British were coming to Lexington by way of the Charles River so two 
lanterns were hung in the church.

The British began to advance on the city of Lexington during the night in 
April of 1775. Since two lanterns were lit as a warning system, they knew the 
British were coming by sea. Revere and William Dawes took two di fferent 
routes to Lexington. Revere was the fi rst to arrive followed by Dawes about 30 
minutes later. The two warned John Hancock and John Adams then rode to 
Concord to warn the local militia. 

Both Dawes and Revere were eventually captured by British soldiers
but were luckily able to scape. Revere’s “Midnight Ride” on horseback was a 
success. He was able to alert the Patriot militia that the British troops were 
moving towards Lexington and Concord. Revere witnessed the "shot heard 
'round the world" when fighting broke out in Lexington. No one knows who fi red 
the fi rst shot.

Revere was viewed as a leader of the American Revolution though he was 
not famous while he was ali ve. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem called "Paul 
Revere's Ride“ brought fame and notability to Revere’s name. The poem began 
with, “Listen my children and you shall hear of the midnight ride of Paul Revere.”

After the Revolutionary War, Paul Revere opened a hardware store, a 
foundry and a copper mill. He supplied bol ts, nails and brass fittings to 
shipyards. He also produced cannons of various si zes. He produced more than 
900 church bells. One of his largest bells still rings in Boston’s Kings Chapel. 
Revere Copper Products, Inc., is still in operation today. Paul Revere died on May 
10, 1818.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

How many British shi ps 
were involved in the 
Tea Party?

How many people were 
killed in the Boston 
Massacre?

What year did the 
Boston Tea Party 
occur?

What year was Paul 
Revere born?

How many chests of tea 
did they throw into the 
harbor?

What year did Paul 
Revere die?

True  or  false
Paul Revere was born in 
Massachusetts.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Paul Revere married 
Nicole Orne.

A.  1756
B.  1694
C.  1734
D.  1707

A. 322
B.  500
C.  250
D.  None of the above

A.  1818
B.  1834
C.  1756
D.  1739

His engraving was called 
The Bloody Massacre in 
Queen Street. 
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A.  Six
B.  Three
C.  Seven
D.  Twelve

A.  Three
B.  Seven
C.  Sixty
D.  Fi ve

A. 1762
B. 1756
C. 1773
D. 1788

Paul Revere became an 
active member of the
Sons of Liberty.

Revere was eventually 
captured by British 
soldiers but escaped.

Revere produced over 
900 church bells.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

During tough times, 
Revere would clean 
horse stables.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15There were two lanterns 
lit i f the British were 
coming by sea.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Revere actually shouted
"the Regulars are 
coming out".


