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6. Some historians believe that Amerigo made a 

fifth and sixth ________________________________. 

7. In _________________, Vespucci wrote a letter to 
the powerful Medici family.

8. Vespucci’s trip was eventually paid for by 

_______________________________________.

Reading #3 questions

Clue #3
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Amerigo Vespucci passed away when he was…

Fill in the blankIn 1502, Vespucci wrote a letter to the 
powerful Medici family stating that he 
discovered a new continent, not an island.  

He explained that the New World 
discovered by Christopher Columbus was not 
the eastern part of Asia. 

The letter was titled Mundus Novus which 
means “New World” in Latin. 

Vespucci wanted to explore more but the 
Spanish government did not welcome his ideas 
to explore the Indian Ocean and Ceylon (now 
Sri Lanka).  Vespucci’s trip was eventually paid
for by Portugal.

In 1503, Vespucci sailed under the 
Portuguese flag.  He recorded new wildlife and 
native people but no new discoveries of land 
were made.  The return route remains a 
mystery. 

To some, this was Vespucci’s last voyage.  
However, some historians believe that Amerigo 
made a fifth and sixth voyage. 



Reading #4 questions

Clue #4

9. What is Amerigo’s name in Latin?
A. Amore
B. Americana
C. Americus
D. None of the above

10. Which king honored Vespucci for his
discoveries?

A. King Ferdinand II 
B. King George III
C. King James I
D. King Richard
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Italy built a ship to honor Vespucci in…

33 42 33 31 14 31 31 33

14 32 42 24 14 15 43 33 31

In 1508, Vespucci was honored by King 
Ferdinand II of Aragon for his discoveries.

Martin Waldseemüller, a German 
cartographer suggested the name America to 
honor Vespucci’s discoveries.  He created a 
world map where he named the new continent 
“America” based on the information from 
Columbus and Vespucci’s travels.  The name 
comes from Americus which is Amerigo’s name 
in Latin. 

For the remainder of his life, Vespucci ran 
a school for navigators.  Vespucci was chosen to 
be the Pilot-Major of Spain. He was also in 
charge of managing a collection of maps for the 
king and queen. 

A letter known as “Lettera al Soderini” 
was published claiming that Vespucci made four 
voyages to the Americas between 1497 and 
1504.  It is important to mention that although 
we say Amerigo made many new discoveries, 
native peoples were already living in the areas 
when he arrived.



Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 37.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 55.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 1930.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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O=O H=H E=E

L=L S=s R=R

T=T Y=Y F=F

I=I A=A D=D

T


