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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
32 degrees Fahrenheit is freezing.

T    F

T    F
Australia is the windiest place on Earth.

T    F

T    F
Savannas are typically located near the Mason 

Dixon Line.
T    F

T    F
Ecosystems are where living creatures interact 

with non-living things.
T    F

T    F
Temperate forests have four seasons & more mild 

temperatures.
T    F

T    F
Deserts typically have as little as 10 inches of rain 

per year. 
T    F

T    F
Deserts have high humidity.

T    F

T    F
An ecosystem thrives when everything works in 

harmony.
T    F

T    F
Scorpions and meerkats are examples of nocturnal 

animals.
T    F

Ecosystems Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

Antarctica has as much ice as the water 
in the Atlantic Ocean.



Q
ue

st
io

ns
Te

xt
A

ns
w

er
 A

A
ns

w
er

 
B

#
1

#
2

#
3

#
4

#
5

#
6

W
ha

t 
ar

e 
gr

ou
ps

 o
f 

si
m

ila
r 

ec
os

ys
te

m
s 

ca
lle

d?
Fi

nd
 p

ro
of

 i
n 

th
e 

re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

U
N

D
ER

LI
N

E
it

 in
 B

LU
E

Ec
og

lo
be

s
O

R
A

N
G

E

B
io

m
es

R
ED

O
n 

w
ha

t 
co

nt
in

en
t 

is
 t

he
 la

rg
es

t 
sa

va
nn

a?

W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 t
op

 la
ye

r 
of

 a
 

ra
in

fo
re

st
 c

al
le

d?

W
ha

t 
is

 a
 t

ro
pi

ca
l g

ra
ss

la
nd

 a
ls

o 
ca

lle
d?

H
ow

 m
an

y 
se

as
on

s 
do

 g
ra

ss
la

nd
s 

ha
ve

?

W
ha

t 
fo

re
st

s 
ar

e 
th

e 
co

ld
es

t 
of

 
th

e 
fo

re
st

 b
io

m
es

?

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
20

A
ns

w
er

 t
he

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 b

el
ow

. T
he

n 
on

 t
he

 c
ol

or
in

g 
pa

ge
, c

ol
or

 e
ac

h 
nu

m
be

re
d 

se
ct

io
n 

w
it

h 
th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

co
lo

r.
If

 t
he

re
 is

 a
ny

 s
pa

ce
 le

ft
 o

ve
r,

 c
ol

or
 it

 y
ou

r 
ch

oi
ce

!  
Fo

llo
w

 t
he

 d
ir

ec
ti

on
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 t
o 

ci
te

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

.

N
am

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
E

c
o

s
y

s
te

m
s

 a
n

d
 B

io
m

e
s Te

xt
 E

vi
de

nc
e

A
ns

w
er

 
A

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 G
R

EE
N

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 R

ED

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 Y

EL
LO

W

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 O
R

A
N

G
E

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
U

N
D

ER
LI

N
E

it
 in

 P
U

R
P

LE

A
fr

ic
a

P
U

R
P

LE
 S

T
R

IP
ES

A
us

tr
al

ia
B

LU
E 

ST
R

IP
ES

C
an

op
y

Y
EL

LO
W

St
ra

tu
s

O
R

A
N

G
E

Ta
ig

a
R

ED
 

Sa
va

nn
a

O
R

A
N

G
E

T
w

o
B

LU
E

Fi
ve

B
R

O
W

N

R
ai

nf
or

es
t

O
R

A
N

G
E

ST
R

IP
ES

Ta
ig

a
G

R
EE

N
 

ST
R

IP
ES



© Think Tank

Temperate grasslands are large landmasses with l ow growing grasses and 
wild flowers.  They fall between the climate of the desert and forest.  There isn’t 
enough water to grow tall trees, but there’s more water than in a desert.  
Grasslands have two seasons: hot summers and cold winters. 

Savannas are tropical grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs.  They 
have rainy and dry seasons with warm weather.  On savannas, you will find 
herds of animals.  Savannas are typically l ocated near the equator, with the 
largest being in Africa.

The tundra biome is found in the extreme north.  It accounts for 20 
percent of the earth’s sur face.  This cold and often frozen biome is dry.  
Beneath the top layer is frozen ground called permafrost.  Tundras have lit tle 
nutrients to fuel plant and animal li fe.  Some animals in the tundra change coats 
to blend in with the seasons.  The arctic hare, ermine, and arctic fox are brown 
in summer and white in winter.  Tundra seasons include long winters (8 
months) and short summers.

Tropical rainforests, l ocated near the Equator, usually get over 75 inches 
of rain annually.  They are very humid and warm.  Temperatures average 
between 70 and 90 degrees all year.  Rainforests have 3 layers: the canopy (top 
layer of trees), the understory, and the forest fl oor.  The canopy is home to most 
of the animals and plants.  This includes monkeys, bi rds, insects, and reptiles.  
Some of these animals never touch the ground.  The understory is where you 
can find snakes, leopards, owls, bats, insects, frogs, iguanas, etc.

Temperate forests are generally l ocated between the rainforests and the 
taiga.  The taiga's cold forested environment covers parts of Russia, Canada, 
Scandinavia and southern Alaska.  Temperate forests have four seasons and 
more mild temperatures.  Black bears, mountain lions, and deer li ve here.  You’ll 
also find fox, squi rrels, skunks, rabbits, porcupines, timber wolves, and bi rds.  
Many of the animals have sharp claws to climb trees.

Taiga forests are the coldest of the forest biomes.  They are also called 
boreal or coni ferous forests.  They are covered in coni ferous trees (evergreen).  
Winters can last for 6 months with short summers.  Taiga forests don’t receive 
much more rain than the deserts or tundra.  Years ago, g laciers covered the 
taiga. 

Marine biomes are the largest biomes.  They cover 70 percent of the 
earth’s sur face.  They include sal twater oceans.  Over 90 percent of li fe on 
earth li ves in the ocean.  Also, about 90 percent of volcanic acti vity takes place 
here, too.  Freshwater biomes include ponds, lakes, streams, ri vers, and 
wetlands.  Coral reef biomes include fringe, barrier, and atoll reefs.


