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The members of the Supreme Court are 
appointed, or chosen, by the President, then 
confirmed (approved) by the Senate. This is 
done as a system of checks and balances. 
When the President nominates a candidate, 
the Senate Judiciary Committee researches 
the candidate, checks their records, looks at 
quali fications, and prepares for a hearing in 
which witnesses for and against the nominee 
share their views. The final vote requires a 
simple majority vote from the Senate (51). 
Using this method allows both the Executive 
Branch and Legislative Branch to have a voice 
in how the Supreme Court is composed 
(made up). 

Mostly, the Supreme Court reviews cases 
from lower courts. Many cases that are sent 
to the Supreme Court do not go reviewed any 
further. Typically, the Supreme Court reviews 
around one hundred and fi fty cases annually. 
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

The only court listed in the U.S. 
Constitution is the Supreme Court, giving 
Congress the power to create lower courts. 
While the Constitution does not explicitly state 
how many Supreme Court Justices there 
should be, it is usually between six and nine. 
Since 1869 , the Supreme Court has 
maintained nine Justices. There is one Chief 
Justice and eight Associate Justices. There 
are an odd number of Justices to prevent a 
tie decision. 

The only constitutional requirement to 
become a Supreme Court Justice is “good 
behavior.” There are no age requirements, no 
citi zenship requirements, and no education 
requirements. These judges are appointed for 
li fe for a reason. They can only be removed 
from office by impeachment, resignation, or 
death. This is to ensure that the judges are 
focused on fai rness in the trials – not focused 
on getting reelected. 
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The judicial process helps ensure that 
every person has a fair trial with an honest, 
competent (quali fied) judge. The United 
States Constitution states that it is a basic 
human right to have a speedy trial (6th 
Amendment), legal representation (lawyer), 
and protection from cruel punishments (8th 
Amendment). It also states that a person 
cannot be tried for the same crime twice, 
called double jeopardy (5th Amendment). 

Once arrested, a person will appear 
before a judge and is legally appointed a 
lawyer. If they cannot afford a lawyer, one 
will be appointed to them. If the outcome 
of the trial does not appear fair, it can be 
appealed (to ask for a review). Then, it will 
go to a higher court. It could potentially go 
all the way up to the Supreme Court. A 
decision that is made at the Supreme 
Court is final.
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7.

Appeals Courts get to hear the case after the District Court, 
this is. …

The Supreme Court building construction was finished…

President Ronald Reagan appointed…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.What word means ‘to ask 
for a review’?

A. Confi rmation
B. Cloture
C. Repeal
D. Appeal

A. 4th

B. 5th

C. 6th

D. 8th

Which amendment covers 
double jeopardy? 

9. 10.

11. 12.

How old must a person 
be to serve on a jury?

Potential jurors are 
questioned in a process 
called “____.” 

A. 16
B. 18
C. 21
D. 25

A. Dire appeal
B. Certiorari
C. Writ of habeas
D. Voir di re

A. 1799
B. 1803
C. 1812
D. 1834

A. Jury summons
B. Senate confi rmation
C. Judicial review 
D. Voir di re

When was Marbury v. 
Madison?

___ is the power of a 
court to decide whether 
a law is constitutional.

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

Who was the fi rst 
Chief Justice?

Three hundred eighty 
two judges

4233  3342333114313133

143242241415 52424531

How many judges did 
Reagan appoint?
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