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The United Nations is an intergovernmental organi zation. 
Intergovernmental organi zations are formed between governments of 
di fferent countries. These types of international organi zations are based 
on formal agreements among countries to come together for a speci fic 
purpose or need.

During World War II, the Allied Powers (United States, Great Britain, 
France, China and the Soviet Union) referred to themselves as "the United 
Nations". When the war was over, the Allied Powers, or WWII victors, 
formed a new organi zation for world peace. 

The United Nations was officiall y established on October 24 , 1945 to 
promote international cooperation. The idea for the United Nations came 
from the Dumbarton Oaks Conference in Washington, D.C. 

Eventually, over 50 countries came together with the goals of 
improving peacekeeping, security, human rights, justice, the envi ronment, 
economic development, and humanitarian aid. Member nations agreed to 
provide military troops to help enforce the peacekeeping decisions of the 
United Nations.

The name "United Nations", was fi rst used by President Franklin 
Roosevel t. The United Nations is composed of six main parts: The General 
Assembly, The Security Council, The Secretariat, The Economic and Social 
Council, The Trustee Council and the International Court of Justice.

The main headquarters of the United Nations are in New York City. 
Al though the headquarters are on U.S. soil, the land is considered 
international territory. Today, 193 countries are members of the United 
Nations.

The biggest part of the United Nations is called the General 
Assembly. The General Assembly meets from September to December 
every year to work on world peace and development. Member nations 
send delegates to the headquarters to hold meetings and talk about global 
issues.

The September session starts off with a debate. During the debate, 
delegates from any country can speak in front of the assembly about
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issues they are concerned about. The General Assembly passes 
resolutions and has the power to make recommendations to the Security 
Council.

The Security Council is the most power ful part of the United 
Nations. The Security Council, or "upper house" functions as an executive 
branch. It has 15 members, 5 of which are permanent members. The 
United States, Great Britain, France, China and the Soviet Union hold the 
permanent seats because they were the main victors of World War II.

Each of the five permanent members have the power of veto. The 
remaining 10 seats are elected to two-year terms by the General 
Assembly. The Security Council can impose economic restrictions, military
action or punishment to countries for inappropriate actions.

The leader of the United Nations is called the Secretary-General. This 
person is appointed by the General Assembly and serves a five-year term. 
Their job may include the day to day tasks and research, meeting with 
world leaders to settle disputes or traveling around the world to listen to 
poor countries. The official residence of the Secretary-General is a 
townhouse in New York City. 

The United Nations also includes an International Court of Justice. 
The court is located in the Netherlands. This court settles disputes 
between nations. It is also responsible for responding to international law, 
war crimes, and other issues.

The United Nations may play a role in building roads, providing 
vaccines to children, responding to natural disasters, improving li ving 
conditions, conducting elections, fighting diseases or digging wells for 
clean water in developing countries. 

Thei r overall goal of the United Nations is to improve li ving 
conditions for people all over the world. There are several agencies of the 
United Nations that assist with improving li ving conditions around the 
world. Some of the more well-known agencies are the United Nations 
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and the World Heal th Organi zation 
(WHO). UNICEF was created by the General Assembly in 1946 to provide 
emergency food and heal thcare to children in countries devastated by 
World War II.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year was UNICEF 
created?

How many countries are a 
member of the U.N.?

How is the World 
Heal th Organi zation 
abbreviated?

What year was the 
United Nations officially 
established?

Where is the 
International Court of 
Justice?

What president fi rst 
used the term "United 
Nations"?

True  or  false
The idea came from the 
Dumbarton Oaks 
Conference. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

There are 100 members
on the Security 
Council.

A.  1982 
B.  1814
C.  1945
D.  1776

A.  United States
B.  Russia
C.  North Korea
D.  None of the above

A.  Roosevel t
B.  Harding
C.  Coolidge
D.  Hoover

The main headquarters 
are in Washington, D.C.
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A.  1968
B.  1955
C.  1946
D.  1932

A.  193
B.  50
C.  125
D.  195

A. HOW
B. WHO
C. UNICEF
D. UN

The Security Council is 
the most power ful part.

The U.S. was part of 
the Allied Powers 
during World War II.

The Secretary-General 
serves a li fe l ong term.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The September session 
starts off with a debate.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The leader of the U.N. 
is called the Secretary-
General. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The biggest part of the 
U.N. is called the 
General Allegiance.


