
The Constitutional Convention occurred between May and September 

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1787. Essentially, the Constitutional 

Convention was a meeting about the Constitution. This meeting was to 

determine how the government of the United States should be operated. The 

current constitution (plan of government) of the United States was called 

the Articles of Confederation, approved in 1781 . Some people wanted to make 

small changes to the Articles of Confederation, while others wanted an 

enti rely new government. Most states understood that the Articles of 

Confederation was not working; however, they were hesitant to change, or 

replace it with a new federal (national) document. 

Most states sent a delegate, or a person who represents the interest 

of others, to represent each state. There were seventy delegates total, but 

only fi fty-five were at the meeting. The only state that did not send a 

delegate was Rhode Island. The delegates elected George Washington to be 

the President of the Constitutional Convention. The original plan of the 

Constitutional Convention was to revise, or make changes to, the current 

Articles of Confederation. As the meeting went on, it became obvious that 

the United States needed an enti rely new Constitution. 

The Articles of Confederation had major weaknesses. It did not 

provide a strong federal government. There was not a central government to 

hold the states together. It also prevented Congress from enforcing certain 

laws. Congress also had financial problems. It could not regulate trade or 

levy (collect) taxes. Because of this, the federal government did not have any 

money. Additionally, there was not a national court system. Another major 

issue was that there was not a standard currency (money) between all the 

states. Overall, the Articles of Confederation were proving to be a failure. 

The country did not have a strong federal government but desperately 

needed one. This left the nation weak with no unity for the states. The 

Constitutional Convention faced many challenges. The states could not agree

Constitutional Convention
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Name:



When was the 
Constitutional 
Convention?
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1776

1785

1787

1789

What does ‘levy’ 
mean?

The Articles of 
Confederation were 
replaced with the ___.

What does ‘rati fy’ 
mean?

To collect

To approve

To approve

Did not allow

To change

To cancel

To owe money

To collect Magna Carta

US Constitution

Bill of Rights

Declaration of 
Independence



Who wrote the 
Virginia Plan?
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Where was the 
Constitutional 
Convention?

What is another 
word for ‘federal’?

How many delegates 
signed the new 
document?

Adams

Washington

Jefferson

Madison

Washington DC

Cleveland

New York City

Philadelphia

34

39

43

56

International

National

State

County3



© Think Tank Too

C a s e  f i l e
lo

c
a

t
io

n
e

v
i

d
e

n
c

e 3
4B

s
u

s
p

ec
t

s
Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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