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France had recently fought in wars 
including the American Revolution and the 
Seven Years War in Europe, which made the 
country go into debt (to owe money). As a 
resul t, new taxes were placed on crops and 
the price of food was very high. Roughly 97% 
of France’s population struggled to survive 
and the remaining 3% lived a li fe of wealth. 

The commoners in the Third Estate were 
fed up with how they were being treated. They 
were outraged by the “gabelle,” a tax on sal t. 
The problems resul ted in King Louis XVI calling 
for a large assembly of the Estates-General to 
decide what to do. 

The king and the fi rst two Estates would 
not make any changes to help the Third Estate. 
In defiance (resistance), the Third Estate broke 
away and established the “National Assembly.” 
The National Assembly would work to make 
changes on behal f of the commoners. The 
National Assembly included 745 members.
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The Bastille was buil t to protect Paris 
during the Hundred Years’ War. On July 14 , 
1789 , 1 , 000 men broke into a fort, then used a 
prison, in Paris called Bastille. They went fi rst 
to the Hotel des Invalides where they got 
muskets. Gunpowder was stored in Bastille 
along with prisoners of the king. The group 
helped seven prisoners escape. This was a 
show of power and marked the start of the 
French Revolution, known as the “Storming 
of the Bastille.” 

Other parts of France began to form 
groups and overthrow nobles. Some nobles 
tried to flee (leave) the country. The 
Revolution spread all over France and lasted 
for 10 years. Today in France, July 14 is 
celebrated as French National Day, similar to
America’s Independence Day. The men who 
stormed Bastille were called “Vainqueurs de 
la Bastille” which means “Winners of the 
Bastille.”
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In September of 1791 , a constitutional 
monarchy was established. One month 
prior, the National Assembly approved the 
Declaration of Rights of Man. The document 
said all people would have equal rights and 
are born free. Nobles were no longer more 
power ful than anyone else. It stated that 
peasants (the lowest social class) would no 
longer work for free for noblemen. The 
Assembly also removed the tax on crops. 

Many clergy and nobles refused to 
follow this new constitution and were killed 
by the Assembly. The new constitution, or 
plan of government, abolished (got rid of) 
feudalism. Under the old feudal system, 
people worked and fought for nobles who 
gave them protection and land in return. 
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The Directory fought an undeclared war with the U.S...

In 1814 , Napoleon was forced into exile on…

The members of the National Assembly…
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R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.What does the word 
‘abolished’ mean?

A. Rebellious
B. To approve
C. Money saved
D. To get rid of

A. 1789
B. 1791
C. 1793
D. 1795

When was a 
constitutional monarchy 
established?

9. 10.

11. 12.

Who led the Jacobins? Who was the queen of 
King Louis XVI?

A. Napoleon
B. Antoinette
C. Robespierre
D. King Louis XVI

A. Anne of Kiev
B. Isabella
C. Marie-Antoinette 
D. Constance 

A. Shah
B. Emperor
C. President
D. None of the above

A. The Consulate
B. The Assembly
C. The Directory 
D. The Senate

Napoleon declared 
himsel f as the ___ of 
France.

What group took power 
after the Jacobins?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What were members 
of the National 
Assembly called?

were called
deputies

143231  425413413311  

4352  31132141

What was the new 
class of weal thy 
people called?
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