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Between 1692 and 1693, trials were held to prosecute people accused 
of witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts. Salem was part of the 
Massachusetts Bay colony. The idea of supernatural occurrences or 
witchcraft was a normal part of li fe in the 15th and 16th century. The idea 
of witchcraft spread to America as colonies were established. 

Puritans, or strict Christians, of New England believed that Satan 
was present on earth. They also believed that witchcraft was the work of 
the devil. Throughout the Salem Witch Trials, hundreds of people were 
accused of practicing witchcraft.

It all began in the Parris household when Betty Parris and her 
cousin began twitching, twisting and make strange noises. The Salem 
Witch Trials officially began in February of 1692. A group of young gi rls, 
known as the “afflicted gi rls,” fell sick after reading thei r fortunes and 
began to behave in a very strange manner. Fortune-telling games were 
forbidden by the Puritans.

Salem was settled in 1629. In 1641 , an English law officially declared 
witchcraft as a capital crime. The punishment would be burning at the 
stake. In 1692 , seven gi rls around the ages of 9 and 12 were diagnosed by 
a local doctor. The gi rls were screaming, having convulsions and making 
strange or destructive movements with thei r bodies. The gi rls also had a 
high fever and were often in a trance-like state. These gi rls were known 
as the afflicted.

Doctor William Griggs diagnosed them as having been bewitched. In 
February, the afflicted gi rls accused thei r fi rst three victims of 
witchcraft. Three women were soon arrested. One of the arrested was 
a woman named Tituba, the slave of Pastor Parris.

Another woman arrested was a homeless beggar named Sarah 
Good. The thi rd woman arrested was a poor, older woman named Sarah 
Osborn. At the trial, when the three accused witches entered the 
courtroom, some of the afflicted gi rls had convulsions and began 
screaming. 

Sarah Osborn and Sarah Good declared before the court that they 
were innocent. At the trial, Tituba confessed to witchcraft. She may have
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been trying to save hersel f by testi fying against the other women. Tituba 
claimed that there were other witches that participated with her. As time 
passed, others were accused of witchcraft too.

Over time, several women were accused of witchcraft. Governor 
William Phips created a special court to hear the witchcraft cases. A 
woman named Bridget Bishop was accused of witchcraft on June 2nd. 
Eight days later, she was hanged. She was the fi rst person executed in 
Salem. 

Over the next 3 months, 18 more women accused of witchcraft were 
hanged on Gallows Hill. Eight women died while in jail. Sarah Osborn’s 
husband was stoned to death because he refused to say whether he was 
innocent or guil ty. Most of the accused witches were women, but some 
were men.

Reverend Cotton Mather spoke against convicting women on 
'spectral evidence', or judging based on what you see. It was assumed 
that people were witches because of convulsions or screaming behaviors 
exhibited by others.

Mather argued for due process, meaning he expected the same kind 
of evidence used in a regular trial to apply to witch trials as well. The 
Governor of Salem agreed that any future trials would need to have real 
evidence before conviction.

More and more people were being accused of witchcraft. In all but 
one case, those accused of witchcraft were found guil ty at trial and 
condemned to death. The people of Salem began to reali ze that innocent 
people were being sentenced to death.

An 80 year farmer named Giles Corey was executed by piling stones 
on him. He refused to say i f he was innocent or guil ty. The Governor of 
Salem decided to stop the trials. The last of the witchcraft trials were 
held in May of 1693.

In May, all those in jail on the charge of witchcraft were pardoned 
and released by the governor. Once pardoned from jail, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts paid each victim 600 British Pounds.

A play named the Crucible was written about the Salem Witch 
Trials. The Crucible was written by American playwright Arthur Miller in 
1953. The total number of people accused of witchcraft was 200.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year did the 
Salem Witch Trials end?

What year was Salem 
settled?

In what state were the 
Salem Witch Trials?

What year did the Witch 
Trials officially begin?

What was the total 
number of people 
accused of witchcraft?

What was a play written 
about the Witchcraft 
Trials called?

True  or  false
Bridget Bishop was the 
fi rst person executed in 
Salem.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Strict Christians were
also known as Purities.

A.  1629
B.  1692
C.  1644
D.  1688

A.  75
B.  10
C.  100
D.  None of the above

A.  Puritan
B.  Crucible
C.  Mal tese
D.  Craft

Strict Christians believed 
witchcraft was the work 
of politicians.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  1699
B.  1710
C.  1693
D.  1742

A.  1629
B.  1692
C.  1642
D.  1619

A. Connecticut
B. Rhode Island
C. New Jersey
D. Massachusetts

The idea of supernatural 
occurrences was a 
normal part of li fe. 

It all began in the 
Parris household.

Doctor William Griggs 
diagnosed them as being 
bewitched. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Governor William Phips 
created a special court. 

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The gi rls who fell sick 
became known as the 
effected gi rls.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Fortune-telling games 
were forbidden by 
Puritans.


