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LatinX Heritage Month recogni zes the achievements, cul tural di versity, and 
contributions of LatinX and Hispanic Americans. It showcases and celebrates 
the contributions of American citi zens whose ancestors came from Spain, the 
Caribbean, Mexico, and Central and South America. 

Yvette Alex-Assensoh, Vice President for Equity and Inclusion, wrote an 
essay about Latinx Heritage Month where she said "Too often, we view history as 
static; a set of facts to be observed rather than celebrated; ideas that have 
been memoriali zed rather than tools for constructing a better present. As a 
resul t, history is sometimes devalued, especially in regards to marginali zed 
communities, and it ul timately works to the detriment of us all.”

The month-long celebration occurs while Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Mexico, Chile, and Beli ze rejoice in thei r independence. 
The event begins on September 15th to remember independence day of fi ve 
Latin America countries in 1812. Mexico became independent on September 16 th. 
Chile earned independence on September 18th and Beli ze on September 21st. 
LatinX Heritage Month is celebrated in the United States, Canada, and Latin 
America. It is a time to pay tribute to generations of Hispanic Americans who 
have enriched our nation and positively in fluenced society.

President Lyndon B. Johnson, America’s 36th president, fi rst proposed 
Hispanic Heritage week in 1968 with Proclamation 3869. President Reagan 
expanded the event into a month-long celebration on August 17th, 1988.  

Dr. Ellen Ochoa is an inventor and became the fi rst Hispanic woman to 
ever go into space. Ochoa earned her PhD in electrical engineering from 
Stanford University. She co-invented three patents for optical engineering 
systems. Afterwards, Ochoa joined the Nasa Space Program to combine her 
l ove of research and engineering with space exploration. Ochoa boarded the 
Space Shuttle Discovery for a nine-day mission called STS-56 to study the sun. 
Ochoa was also a member of the fi rst crew to dock on the International Space 
Station in 1999. During this mission, she used a robot arm to transfer clothing, 
computers, and medical equipment from one ship to the other. 

Jaime Escalante was the son of two teachers in Boli via. After immigrating 
to the United States, he taught himsel f English and went to college. Escalante 
became a teacher and eventually taught Calculus at an under-per forming 
school in Los Angeles. He is known for being a great motivator, inspiring and   
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encouraging to students in challenging communities. In a poor and failing school 
system with a l ot of crime, Escalante had record numbers of students pass the 
AP Calculus exam. Even when he was accused of a cheating scandal, his 
students re-took the AP exam and per formed even better the second time. In 
1991 , si x of his students got jobs at NASA. His legacy is helping underprivileged 
students overcome the odds with hard work and determination.

Pat Mora is a Mexican poet, author, and activist. Born in El Paso, Texas, she 
was a teacher until 1981 . At that point, Mora transitioned to writing. She writes 
poetry, nonfiction, and children's books. Her work celebrates elements of the 
southwest desert and her bicul tural background. She is also known as an 
activist. Mora encourages people to speak two languages and learn about 
di fferent cul tures. Día de Los Niños/Día de Los Libros, also called Children's Day 
or Book Day, resul ts from Mora's work on diversity in language and literature.

Mario Molina is a chemist known for identi fying how chemicals a ffect the 
earth's atmosphere and ozone layer. As a child in Mexico City, he made a science 
lab in a room in his house. Molina l oved tinkering with chemistry sets. In college, 
he began studying CFCs which stand for chlorofluorocarbons. CFCs are found in 
spray cans, ai r conditioners, and other household items. Professor Sherwood 
Rowland and Molina discovered that CFCs break apart in the atmosphere. Here, 
the chlorine atoms destroy the ozone layer - the layer that protects the earth 
from the sun's harmful ul traviolet rays. In 1984 , Molina, Rowland, and Crutzen 
discovered a hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica. In 1995 , the three received 
the Nobel Pri ze in Chemistry. Molina donated $200,000 of his pri ze money to help 
young chemists. He went on to teach in Boston at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Roberto Clemente is a baseball player and humanitarian from Puerto Rico.  
He grew up playing baseball and eventually earned a spot on the Pittsburgh 
Pi rates baseball team. He played in 15 All-Star games, earned the title MVP (most 
valuable player), and had over 3, 000 hits in his baseball career. However, off the 
field, Clemente did far more. He organi zed charity drives and donated his time 
and money to those in need. He died in a plane crash while deli vering supplies to 
earthquake victims in 1972. Clemente famously said, "If you have a chance to 
help others, and you fail to do so, you're wasting your time on this earth.“

Among many, in fluential Hispanic Americans to recogni ze include 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez - the 
youngest woman to serve in the U.S. Congress, Cesar Chavez - a ci vil rights 
leader and Richard Cavazos - the fi rst Hispanic person to become a four-star 
general in the United States Army.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What sport did Roberto 
Clemente play?

What was Molina's fi rst 
name?

In what city did 
Escalante teach 
Calculus?

What year did Mexico 
become independent?

At what university did 
Ochoa earn her PhD?

In what state was Pat 
Mora born?

True  or  false
Reagan made it a month 
l ong celebration.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Lyndon B. Johnson was 
the 26th president.

A.  1843
B.  1822
C.  1803
D.  1812

A.  Stanford
B.  Harvard
C.  Yale
D.  None of the above

A.  Cali fornia
B.  Nevada
C.  Texas
D.  Louisiana

Dr. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez was the fi rst 
Hispanic woman in 
space.
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A.  Baseball
B.  Basketball
C.  Soccer
D.  Football

A.  Manuel
B.  Mario
C.  Maximo
D.  Marques

A. Oakland
B. San Francisco
C. Las Vegas
D. Los Angeles

It is a time to pay tribute 
to generations of 
Hispanic Americans. 

Mora encourages 
people to speak two 
languages. 

Molina received a Nobel 
Pri ze in poetry.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Clemente played for the 
Pittsburgh Pi rates.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Ochoa boarded the 
Space Shuttle 
Discovery for a nine-
day mission.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Chile earned 
independence on 
September 18th, 1812. 


