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A continent is one large landmass that is separated by an ocean 
or other natural features. Five of the seven continents are joined by 
land with another continent. Australia and Antarctica are the only two 
continents separated by an ocean. Continents are places that contain 
land, forests, mountains, people, animals, plants, countries and so 
on. From the largest in si ze to the smallest, the 7 continents are: Asia, 
Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia.  
Each continent has di fferent animals, landscapes, cul tures and weather.

Antarctica: Up until 1840, Antarctica was called “Terra Australis 
Incognita” which means unknown southern land. Antarctica is the fi fth 
largest continent and southernmost continent. It is made up 98% 
g laciers that surround the South Pole. Antarctica is one of the most 
uninhabitable places on Earth. It is the windiest and coldest place on the 
Earth. No country owns Antarctica and no one li ves there year round.

Asia: Sometimes people recogni ze Europe and Asia as a single 
continent called Eurasia. Asia is located in the Northern Hemisphere 
and has 51 countries. There are three countries that fall onto two 
continents: Turkey, Kazakhstan and Russia.

Asia is the Earth's largest continent. Most of the world's population 
li ves in Asia. Most Asian countries speak mul ti ple languages. India has 
over 800 languages. The Dead Sea is the world’s lowest land point. The 
deepest and largest freshwater lake in Asia is called Lake Baikal.

Australia: The official name is the Commonwealth of Australia.  
Australia is part of a larger area called Oceania or Australasia.  
Australia is the smallest continent by si ze. It is also a country and often 
referred to as an “Island Continent.”

The term Oceania refers to a group of island countries and 
territories in the Paci fic Ocean, along with Australia. Oceania is home 
to some very unique animals such as the koala, the platypus and the 
kangaroo. The native people of Australia are called Aborigines.
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Australia lies enti rely south of the equator and is called “The 
Land Down Under.” The Great Barrier Reef, which is the largest coral 
reef in the world, is in Australia.

North America: North America is composed of three major 
countries: the United States, Mexico and Canada. It also contains 
Greenland, Caribbean islands and other countries. There are a total of 
23 countries in North America. It is the thi rd largest continent. 

Eng lish is the most widely used language. The Missouri Ri ver is the 
l ongest ri ver in North America. Death Valley in Cali fornia is almost 300 
feet below sea level. Canada is the second largest country in the world.

Europe: Europe is the second smallest continent and also contains 
Vatican City, the world’s smallest country. There are 50 countries in 
Europe. Europe is the thi rd most populous continent.

There are over 250 di fferent languages spoken throughout 
Europe. Europe is considered to be the weal thiest continent. Europe is 
the only continent that does not have any deserts.

Africa: Africa is the second largest continent in the world with 54 
countries. Over one billion people li ve in Africa! The world’s oldest 
human fossils were discovered in Africa. Africa lies between the 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans.

The Sahara Desert in Africa is the largest desert in the world.  
There are over 1 ,500 languages spoken in Africa. The most widely-
spoken language is Arabic. The Nile Ri ver is the world’s l ongest 
ri ver. The Nile crocodile is the largest reptile in the world and can be 
found in Africa. Other animals incl ude the lion, gazelle, and wildebeest.

South America: South America is the fourth largest continent with 
12 countries. It is home to the world’s l ongest mountain range, the 
Andes Mountains. The Andes Mountains are about 4 ,500 miles l ong. 
South America has the Amazon Rainforest and the Amazon River.

Spanish is the official language throughout the continent, except 
for Brazil. Angel Falls in Venezuela is the world’s highest water fall.  Two 
of the world’s highest volcanoes can be found in South America. The 
country of Chile has the world’s driest place on Earth, the Atacama 
Desert.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What is the world’s 
smallest country?

On what continent is the 
Amazon Rainforest?

What is the second 
largest country in the 
world?

How many countries are 
in Asia?

What is the smallest 
continent by si ze?

How many countries are
in North America?

True  or  false
The native people of 
Australia are called
Aborigines.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Africa is the largest 
continent.

A.  39
B.  64
C.  23
D.  51

A.  Africa
B.  North America
C.  Asia
D.  None of the above

A.  3
B.  23
C.  35
D.  16

Asia is l ocated in the 
Southern Hemisphere.
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A.  Vatican City
B.  Tuvalu
C.  Monaco
D.  Chile

A.  North America
B.  Australia
C.  South America
D.  Africa

A. Russia
B. Canada
C. Greenland
D. Iceland

Antarctica was once 
called “Terra Australis 
Incognita”.

The Dead Sea is the 
world‘s l owest land 
point.

The largest coral reef is 
the Amazon Reef.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Europe is considered to 
be the weal thiest 
continent.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15India has over 800 
languages.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Kalahari desert is 
the world’s largest 
desert.


