
Lost Colony of Roanoke



The only clue left behind 
was the word "East 
Flower" carved into a 
gatepost.

In 1584, Queen Elizabeth I 
granted the land of 
Virginia to Sir Ferdinand 
Magellan.

The supplies did not arrive 
as planned and so many 
of the colonists headed 
back to England with Sir 
Francis Drake. 

Roanoke Colony was 
England’s first attempt to 
establish a new colony in 
the Americas.

coast of North Carolina on 
Due to the Spanish 
Armada, White was not 
able to return to Roanoke 
for six years. 

The colonists disappeared 
during the French and 
Indian War.



Who granted the land of 
Virginia to Sir Walter Raleigh?

Who led the first expedition 
to Roanoke Island in 1585?

In 1587, a group of settlers led 
by _____, arrived at 
Roanoke.
Before White left the colony, he 
instructed the colonists to carve 
a _____ on a tree.

White assumed the colonists 
had moved to a nearby island 
called_____.

Today, the area is called ___ 
County, North Carolina.

Queen Elizabeth I



The first few pieces have already been placed for you. Please do not move them.
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Roanoke Colony was _________ first 
attempt to establish a new colony in the 

________. Unfortunately, English settlers 
mysteriously disappeared and the colony 
is often referred to as the “_____ Colony”. 

The colonists disappeared during the 
Anglo-Spanish War, leaving very little 

______ as to what happened. In _____, 
Queen Elizabeth I granted the land of 

__________ to Sir Walter Raleigh. England 
wanted to establish a colony on Roanoke 

Island as an attempt to expand the 
_______ Empire in the New World. This 
charter specifically stated that Raleigh 

must establish a North American colony or 
he would lose his right to colonization.

Raleigh sent Captain Amada and Captain 
Barlowe to explore the new area. The 

__________ reached Roanoke Island off 
the coast of North __________ on July 

4th, 1584.

explorers

clues

England’s
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Voyage or journey Expedition

Land grant or 
permission to settle

A cross having four equal arms 
that expand in width outward

Deserted

An area under political 
control of another country

To engage in argument



Type here:

Type here:

Type here:



Why did England want to create 
colonies in North America?

What do you think the Maltese 
Cross symbolized?

What do you think happened 
to the colonists?

Do you think the outcome would 
have been different if John 
White returned earlier?

Type here

Type here

Type here

Type here



Type the phrase 
here:


