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Unfortunately, with the large demands on reading and math from Common Core, science is often pushed to the side.  If 
your district is like mine, you often have very little time to dedicate to science, yet are still expected to fully cover the
entire curriculum.  This packet was created to help save time and to cover the all important science concepts – all while still 
meeting the nonfiction criteria of Common Core.

In this packet you will find a mini-book for students to assemble and explore the critical science concepts.  It can be 
used to teach, reinforce, and/or challenge students, all while meeting their needs and learning styles. The reading page 
has been differentiated for your students with one being a higher level (two stars) and the other being a lower level (one 
star).

The tabs in this booklet can be used as science stations. The first tab contains an important vocabulary activity related to 
the science concept of weathering and erosion.  It can correspond with the reading piece provided.  The second tab 
asks comprehension questions related to the reading piece and requires students to support their answers with textual 
evidence.  The third tab focuses on the investigation to deepen the understanding of weathering and erosion and how it 
works. Additionally, this tab explains the investigation more thoroughly.  The fourth tab asks students to draw while the 
fifth tab prompts students to respond to a thought-provoking journal question.

I personally use all of my products in my classroom and can testify to the effectiveness of them.  

Easy Use:
*Print pages 3-5 single sided (two sided copying will not work).  Also print page 9 and/or 10 for students to use as their 
reading piece and page 1 1 for station use.
*After making class copies, provide each student with scissors and a glue stick.  You can also staple or tape if you prefer.
*Have students color before cutting - including the tabs.  This makes the piece look attractive.
*Have students cut out all flipbook pages.  The cover page goes first.  Then the students should line up the tabs for each 
page, in view, similar to steps.  
*Have students run a line of glue along the left edge of each sheet.  When finished, the final product should resemble a 
small tabbed notebook.
*Have students complete each page individually, in pairs, in groups, or as a whole class.  This can also be used in small 
groups with your direction.



Vocabulary

Scientist:		________________________

Directions:  Read each definition and circle the 
word below that has that meaning.
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and 1.)  A force that pulls toward the center of the 
earth is known as ______.

weathering         erosion          gravity  

2.)  Where weathered rock is dropped off is 
known as ______.

deposition         erosion          gravity  

3.)  Acid rain destroying tombstones is an 
example of ______	weathering.

physical           chemical           organic  

4.)  When broken rock is carried away by wind, 
water, ice, or gravity, this is known as ______.

deposition       weathering       erosion  

5.)  Rain freezing in cracks of rock is an 
example of ______	weathering.

physical           chemical           organic  



Reading 

Investigation

Directions: Read the sheet titled “The Art of 
Weathering and Erosion” and then answer the 
following questions with complete sentences.  Be 
sure to support your answers.

1.)  What is the difference between weathering 
and erosion?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

2.)  What types of weathering are there?  
Explain each type.

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

3.)  What helps erosion besides glaciers?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Directions: Follow the directions on the 
Investigation sheet and then write your 
response below. 

2.)  Pour the water on each mold.  Describe 
what occurred.

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

3.)  How did the grass help the soil?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________
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1.)  Look at the three molds – soil and grass, dirt, 
and sand.  Predict which mold you think will have 
the most weathering and which you think will 
have the least.  Explain why.

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Weathering breaks the rock down 

while erosion carries it away.

Mechanical - where it is broken down 

physically; Chemical – where it is broken 

down with chemicals such as acid 

rain.

Wind, water, and gravity.

Answers will vary based on students’ 

predictions.  Look for reasoning.

The sand weathers very fast.  The soil 

with grass weathers the slowest.

The grass helped slow down the 

weathering of the soil.  It was like 

cement.
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