
Causation CardsCausation Cards
Electricity
Engaging & Interactive 

Builds Fluency



Causation cards are a fun, interactive way to review vocabulary and concepts that students need to learn.  In addition, 

this engaging activity helps improve fluency and listening skills.  

So how do causation cards work?  The method is similar to the “I have… who has…” cards, where each student has to 

listen carefully to other students to know when it is their turn.  However, causation cards do not contain a repeated 

language (like “I have… who has…”).  Instead it will state an action that a student must perform and a statement they must 

say.  The action can be something simple from jumping in the air to drawing on the board.  The statement can be a 

definition of a term or related concept.  

In this resource, you will find the end of a statement the previous student said in yellow (or in bold in the black and white 

version), the action to be performed in italics and what that particular student who has the card says in regular black font.  

I have also placed numbers on each card so you know if you have all your cards and what order they go in.  Finally, along 

the border you will find the prop needed to complete the action, if applicable.

This activity can be used as a quick review or as an introduction.  You can challenge students to go through the entire set 

as fast as they can or to beat their previous record.

I hope you enjoy this electrifying activity!



C
op

yr
ig
ht

 T
he

 O
w

l T
ea

ch
er

 20
14

Static electricity is caused by 

friction.  Friction is when one 

object rubs against another.  (Rub 

sandpaper against a block of 

wood.) Look, I’m causing friction!

…streak lightning. …I’m causing friction.

When electricity flows from one 

place to another it is called current 

electricity.  (Pretend to fly around 

like a superhero.)  Flow, Captain 

Electron!  Flow!

…Captain Electron!  Flow!

A circuit is the loop the electrons 

flow in.  It can be open or closed, 

like this door.  

(Open and close the classroom 

door.)

…like this door.

A closed circuit just continuously 

flows and never stops.  It keeps 

going and going and going…

(Clap hands together over and over 

until the next person stops you.)

Sandpaper	and	block	of	wood
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Conductors are usually metal, but 

water is also a good conductor.

(Go to the board and draw waves 

like those found in water.)  

…all electrons aboard!
…a good conductor.

Our bodies are 60% water, so we are 

also good conductors of electricity.  

That’s one reason why we should 

never touch a fallen power line.

(Go to the board and erase the water 

waves created.)

…fallen power line.

(Raise your hand and wave it 

around.)  

I have a question.  When I plug 

something in, I don’t get zapped.  

Why is that?

…why is that?

You don’t get zapped because the 

electricity is hugged tightly by an 

insulator.

(Cross your arms and hug yourself 

tightly while swaying.)


