
Name: ___________________________________

Comparing Tales
Read two fairy versions of the same fairy tale.  How are they 
the same?  How are they different?  Fill in the chart below.

Title #1 : ___________________________________

Title #2: ___________________________________

Similarities Differences
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Name: ___________________________

Title: Title

Author: Author:

Ill ustrator Illustrator

Setting: Setting

Good characters: Good characters:

Evil characters: Evil characters:

Magical element: Magical element:

Problem/Solution: Problem/Solution:

Comparing Fairy Tales
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Fairy Tale Checklist
Title: _________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________

Does the story begin “Once upon a time?”

Magical Element

Good Characters

Evil Character(s)

Talking 
animals/objects

Good vs. Evil

Lesson Learned

Happy Ending

Directions:  Read a fai ry tale then fill in the table below. For each column write an 
example from the text of each of the elements.  
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yes     no 

Name: _________________________________________

Folktale Favorites

i would rate this book:

©Staying Cool in the Library

Favorite folktale: _____________________________________________________

Characters: _________________________________________________________

Problem: ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Problem was solved: __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________

Characters:

A magical event that happened in the story:
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I Read a Fairy Tale

Title: author: 

Name: _________________________________________

And they lived…
Title:

Author: Ill ustrator:

How does the story end?

Does the story have a happy ending?

What evidence do you have?

Yes No
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Name: _________________________________________

Fables Teach a Lesson

Animal Characters:

Lesson or moral of the story:

Title: ___________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________
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Name: _________________________________________

Pourquoi Tales Explain

Animal Characters:

What is being explained:

Title: ___________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________
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Name: _________________________________________

Tall Tales Are Exaggerated

Main Character:

Example of exaggeration:

Title: ___________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________

©Staying Cool in the Library

PREVIEW 
 
PREVIEW 
 
PREVIEW



Name: _________________________________________

Tricksters Play Tricks

Fool:

What is the trick?

Title: ___________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________

Trickster:
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Name: _________________________________________

Tell Me Why
Pourquoi means why in French.  A pourquoi tale is a legend 
that explains why something is, usually in nature.  After reading 
a pourquoi tale, fill in the chart to re-tell the story. 

Title:

Author: Ill ustrator:

Question asked by the tale (the why):

Characters:

Beginning:

Middle:

End:
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Name: _________________________________________

Fables Teach a Lesson
Fables are very short stories.  They usually feature talking animals 
and always teach a lesson or moral.

Title:

Author:

Picture of the character

How does the animal character act 
like a human?

What is the lesson or moral of the story?
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Name: _________________________________________

The moral of the story is…
Directions:  In your own words write what the moral of the story is. Give 
examples from the text.
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Name: _________________________________________

Wanted Poster

Character:

Descri ption:

Wanted for:

Last seen:

Reward:
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Name: _________________________________________

Tall Tales Graphic Organizer
Elements of a tall tale:

Larger than life 
character

Exaggeration 
(hyperbole)

Funny

Larger than life character

Exaggeration Funny Moment(s)
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Title: ________________________________

short story teaches a 
lesson

animal 
characters

This book is a fable because: _________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Title: ________________________________

magical element teaches a lesson

good vs evil

This book is a fairy tale because: _____________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

royal characters

set in the past

Title: ________________________________

exaggeration larger than life character

based on a real 
person

This book is a tall tale because: _______________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

character solves 
problem in a fantastic 
way

Title: ________________________________

clever animal fool animal

one animal plays a 
trick on another

This book is a trickster tale because: ________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

teaches a lesson

Title: ________________________________

explains how or why something happened
takes place long 
ago

This book is a pourquoi tale because: ________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

characters are 
animals
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Name: ____________________________________

Before I Read
Directions:  Before you read the book, preview it.  
Read the title.  Look at the cover.  Turn the 
pages and look at the illustrations.  What do you 
think the book will be about?  Write your 
observations and predictions below.
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Choose a character from the book.  Think about the character and what they did in the story.  
Pretend you are that character.  Write a letter to a friend telling them all about your 
adventures.

Date

Closing

Signature

Greeting

Body
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Choose a character from the book.  Think about the character and what they did in the story.  
Pretend you are that character.  Write a letter to a friend telling them all about your 
adventures.

Date

Closing

Signature

Greeting

Body
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Choose a character from the book.  Think about the character 
and what they did in the story.  Pretend you are that character.  
Write a letter to a friend telling them all about your adventures.

Date

Closing

Signature

Greeting

Body
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Choose a character from the book.  Think about the character 
and what they did in the story.  Pretend you are that character.  
Write a letter to a friend telling them all about your adventures.

Date

Closing

Signature

Greeting

Body
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Name: ____________________________ Fairy Tale Graphic Organizer
Elements of a fairy tale:

Good characters Evil character Magical Element Problem

Solution Happy ending Teaches a lesson Set in the past

Directions:  Read the story.  Does it have all the elements of a fairy tale?  
Check them off.  Then fill in the boxes below.  You can draw a picture or write.

Characters: Magic: Problem:

Solution: Ending: Lesson learned:End Les
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Clever animal

Trickster Tales
Name: ____________________________

Clever animal “Fool” animal

Trick played Lesson learned

Clever animal “Fool” animal

Trick played Lesson learned

Pourquoi Tales
Name: ____________________________

Characters What is explained

How it is explained Setting

Clever animal

Characters What is explained

How it is explained Setting
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Clever animal

Fables
Name: ____________________________

Characters How they act

Lesson learned

Name: ____________________________

Characters 
are animals

Teaches a 
lesson

Animals
act like 
people

Tall Tales

Clever animal

Characters Exaggeration

Humor

Exaggeration Humor Larger 
than life
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Name: _________________________________________ All About the Character

Feels… Has…

Wants… Gets…
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What is the character’s 
problem in the story?

Describe the character at 
the beginning of the story.

Describe the character at 
the end of the story.

Name: _________________________________________ Character Change

How did the character solve 
the problem?

How does the character change 
from the start to the finish?

Title:

Character:
Fill in each box about the character.  Then draw a picture 
of the character.
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Name: _______________________________________________________________

It’s a Tall Tale
What makes a folktale a tall tale?  Well, there’s lots of exaggeration.  The story is usually pretty funny.  And 
the main character is “larger than life”.  That means he or she is sort of like a superhero.  Think about the 
tall tale you read.  Find examples of these elements and write them below.
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PREVIEW 
 
PREVIEW 
 
PREVIEW



Name: _______________________________________________________________

It’s a Tall Tale
What makes a folktale a tall tale?  Well, there’s lots of exaggeration.  The story is usually pretty funny.  And 
the main character is “larger than life”.  That means he or she is sort of like a superhero.  Think about the 
tall tale you read.  Find examples of these elements and write them below.
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• Stories have been told orally
• Reflect the customs or beliefs 

of a group of people
• Passed down from 

generation from generation
• Usually has a good and a bad 

character

©Staying Cool in the Library

• Magical elements
• Usually set in the past
• Teaches a lesson
• Characters may be royal
• Good vs evil
• Happy endings

•
•
•
•
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• Has a “larger than life” 
character

• Exaggerated, usually in a 
humorous way (called 
hyperbole)

• Often based on a real person
• Character solves problem in a 

fantastic way
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• Short story that teaches a 
lesson

• Animals are usually the main 
characters

• Animals talk and act like 
humans
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• Clever animal who plays a 
trick on another character

• One animal is a “fool”
• Trickster is usually greedy or 

lazy
• Teaches a moral or lesson
• Coyotes and spiders are 

common tricksters
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• Pourquoi means “why” in 
French

• Explains how or why 
something came to be, usually 
in nature

• Takes place long ago
in n

• Tak
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