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A fun way to explore habitats in your classroom while studying
ecosystemsl
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With this proect, I st sirply went 1o The pet st
These are Feeder fich For much loroer fich

gencems each (give or \ N\ (]

bog with water and ar

ore ond requested o
Thasa are tunienlhv

1) Fill the contarer 2/2 full with
not use pottng saf) Layers 5 pe oo
2) The drt should be

Earthwarms tend o bury
may weh o Forewarn student's of this

Can have several habitats
going on at once - a
different one per group, or
have one at a different
station.

Don’t want multiple
habitats?

Choose one and go with
thatl!

layers
should be obvious and easy 1o dbserve
damp, never dry. The drt can be malstened with
the water In the spray bottle It i best to mantain the same level of

& not as "excitng” as the others to the students be
see things in action or happenng as well as ofrer erw

themeelves underground .
much of nothing” What students wil note & the lag™

Mni-Terrarium
Cactus Habitat

1) Decide ¥ you are gong to use a shoebox o plastic contaner. IF you
are going To use a shoebax, ine It with plastic wrap
2) Place sandy sl n the contanes/shoebax. Make sure the sall is deep

1) Add the zand or sandy sall Info the quart size jar dbout % Full
2) Add the ants

3) )ddmmeﬂteada?ewmﬂsda\gh‘emp

4) Place a plant nto the sand (or sondy soll) with the roots
covered

5) Add one or two drops of water, Leng the mediche dropper, To the
top of the sol

Mii-Terrarium
Cricket Habitat

2-Liter soda botte wicap
Scissors

Ruler

Sol From outside
Srral rocks
Srnal plent with roots (such as grass)
Water n spray bottle

Teig

Cricket
Lettuce leof or apple skce
Drections:

1) 3 inches From tha boftem of the bottie make a cut dl the way around
the bottle This will gve you now a top ond a bottom plece.  Take
the top plece (with the bottle neck on it) make 6 one Inch sitts around the
bottom edge evenly spread out This wil it expond to side over the
separate bottom pece that was just st (I strongly recormmend
teachers do this part)

2) Fil bottom pece of the bottle with a thin layer of rocks. Put one or
two rocks aside o hold up the Twig later n step Four

3) Place sof on top of the nocks but not all the way o the top of the
cut section. Just enough to cover the rocks and the reots of the plant
Then plant the small plant n the soll
w)mmmmmm(s)mmmmwu Add a piece of lettuce

o

5) Maisten the sol with the spray bottle Put the top pece on the
bottom by expandng the cut sechions and pushing in on the bottorm plece.
Then open the Id ond drop the cricket In. Put the Id back on

6) Puf the ferraruem n a surny spot (but not direct suniight) Remove
the fop plece as needed to add Food, but watch for the crcket o *fry to
escape”

Notes:

Crickets are Feeder arimals and can be Found For cppradmately ten
cents at locd pet stores. Yw»wlneedtod'lmgefref:ood
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Several different habitat choices to create in your classroom.
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Have students create their own habitats
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~Z5%  Create Your Own Habitat Activity </

i A e e A Observation Forms

provides for ol of Its needs,
What small onganism ane you gong to create a smdll habrtat For?

What does your Ivng organsm need in arder to survive?
Each day ook ot your habitat and write n the box detals of what you notce

Day| Date

Trings to consder:
“Take note of your bvng thing ond how it
looks

What wil you use to house your anmal n? (Exarples A 2-Liter
bottie, Plastic contaners, -Liter bottle, Glass Jar, MK Jug, efc)

“Observe the sall (F it relates) and water
+Take note of any polutants or

eerments
“Take note i the envicctiment cppeats
? heal
What other materds wil you need to create your haoitat? Jok:%afm .
Thing & being met

How will your habrtat provide all your Iiving thing's needs?  Explan

Record your Observations
Cut dong the =okd black knes and ghae the left column ndo your =cence nofebook. Each day under
each Pap record your chaenations If desred drow your habsdot en the top of your flag

Reflections

Lown Habitat Observations 2

Winat octiviies dd you observe your ving thing dong (F It apples)?

What phyelcal changes 3 yo0 ses 'your environment? Wivte below what ccourned n your hatxtat over the lost five days. Based on
what you thought would happen, did 17 Exphan wivy you Tkt dd or dd not

Iustrate what your habfat now looks ke Pyve days later

List any producers andlor cons

16 you left your habitat that v
hoppen and why?

Comparing Habitats in the Classroom

Let's compare some of the dfferent habtaTe n the classroom. Complete the vern diagneen below en how they
are simiar ond different. Try to come up with at least 4 For eoch section

Questions &
Comparing Habitats
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