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Toying Around with Reading

Nonfiction Passages about 
how some of our favorite 

toys were invented.



Playing with Your Vegetables

Parents always scold their children when they play with their food or when 

they don’t eat their veggies. But not Mr. Potato Head!

Brooklyn-born George Lerner is an inventor and toy designer in the World War 

II era. As a boy, he would take some vegetables from the garden and play with 

them. He would stick pieces of fruit and vegetables together to make a "funny 

face man". Then in his adult years, George recalled his childhood toy veggie when 
he saw his wife's nephew putting sticks inside potatoes.

Originally, Mr. Potato Head was known as a “make a face” toy. Lerner started 

the toy with a cereal company. They made push-pin face parts as cereal treats. 

Then, on May 1, 1952, Lerner took the idea to Henry and Merrill Hassenfeld
brothers of a toy company (now known as Hasbro, Inc.), who changed the name 

of the toy and “Mr. Potato Head” was born. Now, Mr. Potato Head does not have 

just face parts but also hats, eyeglasses, and hair pieces.  After a year of success, 

Mrs. Potato Head joined him, as well as, Brother Spud and Sister Yam to have one 

complete Potato Head family. 

At first, Mr. Potato Head and his family were made of real potatoes.  However, 

complaints started to arise when they started to rot in their bedrooms, along with 

complaints of it being a hazard.  Sometimes children would choke on the little 

pieces. So in 1964, Mr. Potato Head finally had his head made of plastic. The sharp 
parts were made dull and the smaller parts were made bigger and rounder to 

avoid choking.

Mr. Potato Head was actually the first-ever toy to be promoted on TV and his 

stardom did not stop there. He had a debut acting role in 1995’s Toy Story movie 
as a supporting character and was continuously casted until the movies third 

installment, Toy Story 3 in 2010. He even had his own show, “The Mr. Potato Head 

Show”, on Fox Children’s Network in 1998. 

Now, Hasbro have has as much as 30 different Mr. 
Potato Head models in their store. And kids, and adults 

alike, cannot run out of making funny faces anymore.
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Playing with Your Vegetables Name ________________________________

Read each question below.  Answer it with complete sentences and use evidence 

from the text to support your answer.

2.)  What’s the main idea of the fourth paragraph?  Give supporting details.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

1.)  Who invented Mr. Potato Head, and why was it invented?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

3.)  What does Mr. Potato Head come with besides face parts?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4.)  How did they fix the hazard problem?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

5.)  The Potato Head family was created with Mrs. Potato Head, Brother Spud, and 

Sister Yam.  How is a yam related to potatoes?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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KEY

George Lerner because he enjoyed playing with vegetables and fruit with 

sticks as a child.

Mr. Potato Head had to change from a real potato to a plastic potato because 

of the hazards of small parts and because the real potato eventually rotted.

Eyeglasses; hats; hair pieces

They made the smaller parts bigger, rounder, and dull (rather than sharp).

Answers may vary.  Technically they are not related, except that they both 

grow in the ground as tubers (root growing).  
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Cause

Name ________________________________

Effect


