
Interview with Brian Matthew: 

BM: Er, just a minute. A long nose has just come between me and the 

microphone. Who are you? 

RINGO: Me? 

BM: Yeah. 

RINGO: I'm Ringo. The one who never speaks. 

BM: The one what who never speaks? 

RINGO: The one of them. 

BM: One of which? 

RINGO: Those... people. 

BM: Haven't they got a name? 

RINGO: You know me! 

BM: I don't. 

RINGO: You know where I'm from. 

BM: Wanderin' in here, tellin' me what I should be doing. 

RINGO: No, folks, it's your friends, The Beatles. Hmm-hmm! The only way I 

can get out of that. 

BM: Well, far be it from me to tell you to get out of anything. We'll hear 

from you and the other three later. 

 

BM: Now, John, you've written another book, haven't you? 

JOHN: Oh, yeah, that's right. Comes out June 24th. 

BM: Can you tell us the title? 

JOHN: "Spaniard In The Works." "A Spaniard In The Works." 

BM: Is it the same sort of collection of the writings of Lennon? 

JOHN: Yeah. It's - you get more for your money this time - there's more 

pages. 

BM: And drawings again? 

PAUL: Same kinda rubbish. 

JOHN: Yeah, same kinda rubbish, that's right, Paul. 

PAUL: Pardon? 

BM: Good. Sure it'll be very popular. Um... 

PAUL: I liked the first one. 

BM: Yeah, I did, thought it was great... 

PAUL: Hate this one. 

BM: Heard lots of rumours and reports that you two are thinking of writing a 

musical, is there anything in this? 

PAUL: Thinking of it. Thinking very... 



JOHN: Paul's thinking of it, I'm doing it. 

PAUL: John's actually doing it. I just do all the brainwork behind this 

operation. 

GEORGE: Ringo and I are painting Buckingham Palace. 

BM: I was coming to you next, George. That's a very fine job. 

GEORGE: That's a point of interest. 

BM: Marvellous! What colour? 

RINGO: Green. 

GEORGE: Green with black shutters. 

BM: I see. Do you know when you're going back to America, by the way? 

RINGO: August. 

GEORGE: August, sometime. 

BM: For how long? 

RINGO: For two-and-a-half weeks. 

GEORGE: Two-and-a-half weeks. 

BM: Thank you, George and Ringo. And this'll be a tour? 

RINGO: Yes. 

JOHN: Well, it won't be a one-nighter. 

BM: I wondered whether it was just for television. 

JOHN: Oh... 

PAUL: I certainly hope not. 

BM: I might ask you one thing on the - on the music side. When you started 

hitting it big, you were very much, um... 

PAUL: Smaller than we are now. 

BM: Suggesting, suggesting a trend which has since happened all over the 

world. Do you yourselves foresee any new trend at this stage? What are you 

listening to right now? 

PAUL: We like folk kinda music, like Bob Dylan - 

GEORGE: Man. 

PAUL: - man - no, we do, y'know, er - country 'n' western music, 'cause we've 

always liked that anyway. I think all the kinds of things we like now we always 

liked, but we like a few particularly. 

BM: You mentioned Bob Dylan - he says you like - you write folk, what do you 

think about that... 

PAUL: We don't, y'know. 

JOHN: We don't, y'know. 

PAUL: We get influenced like everyone does, but... 

JOHN: Only inasmuch as the music of the people of today. 



PAUL: Yeah, the music of the working-class masses. 

BM: Thank you, Spotty Muldoon. Well, we'll um, take it into some of your 

folk, country-and-western influenced, Bob Dylan-inspired music now, I think. 

Um, what shall it be, "Ticket To Ride?" 

GEORGE: No... 

JOHN: Yeah, that's pretty folk. 

PAUL: That's folk.  

 

GEORGE: Hello, this is George, and I've just taken time off from painting 

Buckingham Palace to come here and sing you "Everybody's Trying To Be My 

Baby Now." 

BM: And you're learnin' a new number. 

GEORGE: Yeah, and I'm still hoping to learn a new one. 

 


