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EL MAESTRO SPEAKS

Tarlac City - Drug syndicates 
fighting back?

This theory surfaced when a 
policeman was shot dead around 
3 PM yesterday at Barangay 
Paraiso, here, which came a day 
after an alleged armed encounter 
of a so-called police’s High Value 
Target (HVT) against another 
unidentified group of armed 
men at a neighboring barangay 
San Miguel.

Killed with multiple gunshot 
wounds was SPO3 Ruben Cortez, 
53 years old, of Barangay Paraiso, 
who is assigned at city police’s 
Police Community Precinct 4 
based in Barangay San Miguel.

Witnesses say, Cortez was sitting 
on the front passenger seat of a 
police mobile car driven by PO3 
Gerald Dela Vega and was about 
to visit a niece celebrating her 
birthday during their duty patrol.

“They were about to park the 

(police) mobile (car) in front of 
the house of Cortez’s niece when 
armed men on board a white 
Toyota Crosswind, which were 
tailing them, fired at him. Cortez 
managed to disembark but was 
peppered with bullets”, said a 
witness who requested his name 
withheld for fear of reprisal.

“Definitely, the target was 
only Cortez, Dela Vega was not 
shot though he sustained minor 
injuries. Long and short types 
of gun were used”, also said the 
witness.

In an interview when asked 
if Cortez’s gunning down was 
related to the alleged shot-out of 
an unidentified HVT at Barangay 
San MIguel, Tarlac Police Pro-
vincial Director SSupt Ritchie 
Medrado Posadas said, “Wala pang 
malinaw (motive), patuloy pa rin 
ang imbestigation. Masyado pang 
maaga para 
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Tarlac Cop Shot Dead 
in Daring Ambush

By:  Clyde B. Sacpa

Turn	Your	
Compassion	into	Action

NPA remnants, activities 
drop in Central Luzon
CLARK FREEPORT ZONE - Remnants of the New 

People’s Army (NPA) in Central Luzon has declined 
since last year.

During the recent meeting of the Regional Peace and 
Order Council, Army 7th Infantry Division Commander 
Major General Angelito De Leon disclosed that in terms of 
manpower, the NPA has significantly dropped for the past 
three years with only 127 recorded manpower as of 2016.

“The number of affected barangays in the region has 
likewise been maintained at zero since 2012,” he furthered.

Moreover, NPA activities per province have likewise 
lowered while recorded activities are mostly in the tri-
boundaries of the provinces.

PEACEFUL	DEMOLITION:	Residents	of	San	Jose,	Tarlac	that	are	subject	
of	a	demolition	order	peacefully	packed	 their	belongings,	and	 readied	
themselves	for	the	peaceful	demolition.	The	Tarlac	Provincial	Police	Office	
ensured	the	safety	of	both	parties.

Upon assessing the situation, De Leon 
disclosed that consistency in exerting effort 
against the activities of the group is critical 
since remnants will endeavor to restore their 
significance.

“The convergence of efforts by local 
government units and national government 
agencies to deliver basic services will hasten 
the conclusion of insurgency. Relative peace 
and security is favorable [to the residents of 
the region] and will bring more economic 
development here,” he stressed. (CLJD/
JRAA-PIA 3)#
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VACCINATION FOR SENIOR CITIZENS - As part of DOH’s expanded 
immunization program, senior citizens receive free pneumoccal vaccination. 
Those who did not avail of this free service are encouraged to coordinate with 
their respective barangay health workers./Tarlac CIO

110 skilled professionals and athletes 
enlist for military training at TRADOC
CAPAS, Tarlac - 

Around 110 skilled 
professionals and athletes 
were recently welcomed 
by the Philippine Army 
Training and Doctrine 
Command (TRADOC) 
to undergo six months 
of rigorous military 
training at the School for 
Candidate Soldier.

They include bas-
ketball, volleyball and 
badminton players; 
marathoners; musicians; 
computer programmers; 

researchers; welders; elec-
tricians; and drivers.

T R A D O C 
Commander Brigadier 
General Casiano Monilla 
said the six month 
training will equip the 
special enlistees with the 
education and skills that 
an individual needs in 
serving the country as a 
soldier.

“ T h e s e  t r a i n i ng 
exercises are not designed 
to make trainee’s life 
difficult but to ensure 

that they will develop 
the discipline required 
of a professional soldier 
who obeys orders and 
accomplishes missions,” 
Monilla stressed.

“It will hone your 
knowledge and skills 
of basic soldiery and 
develop your competence 
as you prepare to be the 
defender of our constitu-
tion and our nation,” the 
official added. (CLJD/
CJVF-PIA 3)#

mag-speculate”.
Another  witness 

say a fierce gunfight 
happened a day before 
Cortez’s killing apparent-
ly involving a police HVT 
but the target allegedly 
managed to survive. It 
cannot be verified if those 
involved were cops.

“He must have been 
tai led from where 
Cortez came from. 
The Killers made sure 
Cortez was dead”, also 

said the witness who 
reside at barangay where 
the shooting happened. 
He described Cortez 
as a “good and friendly 
neighbor, a dedicated 
policeman and not 
involve in any illegal 
activity.”

This city’s police chief 
Supt Bayani Razalan also 
denied any involvement 
of Cortez to illegal drugs.

“He i s  a  go o d 
policeman, a dedicated 

one. We will make sure 
that those involved in 
this barbaric murder 
will be jailed. We leave 
no stone unturned until 
his killers are apprehend-
ed. Justice will be served”, 
also Posadas

Cortez was pro-
nounced Dead On 
Arrival at the Jecson 
Medical Center while 
Dela Vega is recovering 
at the Ramos General 
Hospital. /Nelson Bolos; 
FB: Central Luzon News 
Center#

557 Out-of-School Youth 
in Tarlac receive livelihood 
assistance from DOLE
TARLAC CITY - 

About 557 out-of-
school youth (OSY) in the 
province benefitted from 
the Php799,000 worth 
of livelihood assistance 
given by Department of 
Labor and Employment 

(DOLE).
Each beneficiary was 

given a start-up kit for his 
or her respective business 
under Project HOPE 
or Hone Out-of-school 
Youth to be Productive 
and Empowered.

These include kits on 
dressmaking, massage 
therapy, shielded metal 
arc welding, automotive 
wiring harness assembly, 
automotive ser vice, 
and electronic product 
assembly and servicing.

Also, electrical instal-
lation and mainte-
nance, computer system 
servicing, refrigera-
tion and air-condition 
servicing, and construc-
tion services.

In a message, DOLE 
Regional Director Ana 
Dione said the aid was 
sourced out from the 
DOLE Integrated Live-
lihood and Emergency 
Employment Program.

“Project HOPE is a 
scholarship program 
initiated by the Eduardo 
Cojuangco Founda-

City Agri orients Tarlac farmers 
on free crop insurance
TARLAC CITY - 

About 60 farmers 
recently attended an Ori-
entation on the Free Crop 
Insurance which was 
conducted by the Office 
of the City Agriculturist 
in partnership with Phil-
ippine Crop Insurance 
Corporation (PCIC).

The orientation is part 
of the Registry System 
for Basic Sector in Agri-
culture (RSBSA) Free 
Insurance program of the 
PCIC which has an initial 

target of 4,000 enrollees.
“RSBSA is an insurance 

program for all subsis-
tence farmers that serve 
as a valuable tool for the 
integrated government 
archive in the agriculture 
and fisheries sector,” PCIC 
Officer-in-Charge Olivia 
Velasquez said.

“Free crop insurance 
is for the agricultur-
al producers, including 
farmers, ranchers, and 
others to protect them-
selves against either the 

loss of their crops due to 
natural disasters, such as 
hail, drought, and floods, 
or the loss of revenue due 
to declines in the prices 
of agricultural commod-
ities,” Velasquez stressed.

A masterlist, provided 
by the different national 
and local agricultural gov-
ernment departments, 
is used by the corpora-
tion in determining the 
farmers who are eligible 
for the program. (CLJD/
CJVF-PIA 3)#

tion Inc. in partnership 
with the Department 
of Education, Technical 
Education and Skills 
Development Authority, 
La Salle Greenhills, Pro-
vincial Government of 
Tarlac, and DOLE,” Dione 
explained.

Speaking in behalf 

of her fellow benefi-
ciaries, Project HOPE 
graduate-beneficiary 
Maribel Hand expressed 
her heartfelt gratitude 
to DOLE for the grant 
received as she vowed to 
further enrich what has 
been given to her.

“The starter kits will be 

a catalyst of HOPE for a 
better future,” Hand said.

Launch in 2015, Project 
HOPE aims to seek, train, 
and employ about 5,000 
OSY from the province of 
Tarlac. /(CLJD/TJBM-PIA 
3)#

SRP of prime commodities 
updated by DTI
The Department of 

Trade and Industry 
issued a new l ist  of 
Suggested Retail Prices 
of prime commodities 
to  guide  consumers 
and sellers. The SRP 
list includes the prices 
of canned goods like 
luncheon meat, meat loaf, 
corned beef, condiments 
like vinegar, soy sauce 
and patis, soap, candles, 
batteries, bottled water, 
s ard i ne s ,  p owd e re d 
milk, coffee and other 
consumer products.

The current SRP, dated 
March 20, 2017, was 
issued by DTI to reflect 
adjustments in the prices 

of several commodities 
which have increased 
compared to last SRP list 
issued in the last quarter 
of 2016. Compared to the 
November 2016 prices 
in the SRP list, only 18 
out of the 118 prices of 
prime commodities listed 
increased. The increase in 
SRP prices varied from 
item to item, and ranged 
from PHP 0.05 toPhp 
1.00 for canned goods, 
from Php 1.75 to Php 8.00 
for batteries and from 
Php 0.20 to Php 0.70 for 
processed milk. 

The prices of most 
prime commodities in 
the new SRP list did not 

change. The SRP prices 
of 36 kinds of bottled 
water did not change, as 
well as the SRP prices 
of condiments, toilet, 
soap, bread and instant 
noodles.

The SRP list is provided 
by DTI to stores, groceries 
and supermarkets and 
applies nationwide, unless 
specified. The list can 
also be viewed on the 
DTI website www.dti.
gov.ph/consumers/e-
presyo. Consumers are 
also advised to check the 
weight of the product 
in the product label 
and the price tag before 
purchasing. (DTI R-3)
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Law to protect PH Eagle 
home awaits final signature
GABALD ON, NUEVA 

ECIJA - Mount Mingan 
is now just a signature away 
from being declared as a 
Critical Habitat (CH) for the 
Philippine Eagle. Located in 
Central Luzon, this portion 
of the Sierra Madre mountain 
range will be the first CH in 
Central Sierra Madre upon 
legislation.         

A f t e r  n e a r l y  3  y e a r s 
in the Third Reading, the 
ordinance that establishes 
the 8,227 hectares of forest 
land in Gabaldon as an area 
for conservation and wildlife 

protection (a.k.a. Critical Habitats) moves closer 
to its passage as law as a result of community 
negotiations.

In 2014, environmental group Haribon 
Foundation confirmed in an expedition the 
sightings of an adult pair and a juvenile Philippine 
Eagle in the Mingan mountains. Since then, 
consultations with stakeholders have been done 
to develop sustainable solutions that will protect 
the home of Philippine Eagles in Luzon. 

Working with Communities
Ten target barangays comprised of Pinamalisan, 

Cuyapa, Sawmill, South Poblacion, North 
Poblacion, Macasandal, Malinao, Ligaya, Pantoc 
and Tagumpay participated in the community 
dialogue in January-February 2017 to map 
Critical Habitat areas and discuss action plans.

Led by the Haribon Foundation, the community 
consultation co-facilitated by representatives from 
different local agencies and village groups aimed 
to gather communities and facilitate a dialogue 
with key actors in the local government.

The participants composed of vi l lage 
leaders, forest wardens (Bantay Gubat) and 
community members joined forces to come up 
with sustainability programs including forest 
protection law enforcement, forest restoration 
using native species, biodiversity-friendly 
livelihood for forest-dependent families and 
consistent community engagement.

During the discussion, citizens lamented on 
the lack of strong law enforcement and rampant 
illegal forest activities. For the past three years, 
Gabaldon has been prone to landslides and 
flashfloods. Non-stop deforestation has brought 
dry spells and has aggravated extreme weather 
effects.

“We owe to the mountains our very source of 
survival – our steady supply of clean water and 
fresh air,” said Noel Resurreccion, Haribon project 
manager. “By protecting Mt. Mingan, we are also 
protecting the future of Gabaldon and its people.”  

To date, all 10 barangays situated around the 
mountain range have pledged their support to 
prioritize the protection and restoration of the 
Mingan mountains. Each barangay committed to 
set aside funds for tree nurseries from the Internal 
Revenue Allotment (IRA) or the share of revenues 
from the Philippine government.

The participating communities also concurred 
on having their own bantay gubat (forest warden) 
in their barangays. Dado Pagaragan, president 
of the senior citizen’s group in Barangay Ligaya 
told Haribon, “We hope that the government 
will provide an alternative livelihood to the 
forest-dependent families. This will greatly help 
in resolving our illegal forest activity problems.”

“I have never had this kind of community 
dialogue where I got to understand the different 
programs of our local government and how we 
can take action together. Thank you for hearing 
us out,” Pagaragan added.  

“Consultation with communities is key to 
our conservation work,” said Resurreccion. “We 
believe that communities are the primary bearers 
of information about development issues. With 
proper guidance and enhanced capacities, they 
become better stewards of their unique resources.”  
(Haribon Foundation)

when investigating officers 
from its regional unit in 
Central Luzon entered 
four warehouses leased 
by the corporation and 
conducted random test of 
10 master cases of cigarette 
stores in the said ware-
houses, it showed that the 
stamps used are fake and 
subsequently confiscated.

For his part, Wongchuk-
ing’s lawyer Atty. Philip 
Sigfrid Fortun said the 
company welcomes the 
BIR complaint and that 
they will continues to 
cooperate with the gov-
ernment.

“ T h e  c o m p a n y 
welcomes the filing by 
the BIR of the complaint 

as it provides us 
an opportunity to 
clear our names 
and show we 

violated no tax laws. We 
will continue to cooperate 
with government in its 
continuing effort at tax 
collection,” Fortun said 
in statement.

Earlier, Justice Secretary 
Vitaliano Aguirre II said 
Mighty Corporation gave 
in to President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s offer to pay 
PHP3 billion to settle its 
excise tax liabilities.

He noted that Mighty 
Corporation has accepted 
the challenge of President 
Duterte to pay at least 
PHP3 billion as settlement 
for its excise tax liabilities.

Aguirre said the Office 
of the President has 

Court Dismisses...
               from page 7

received Wongchuking’s 
letter signifying his will-
ingness to pay the amount 
which will be used for the 
construction of hospitals 
in Basilan and Jolo, Sulu 
as well as the improve-
ment of the Mary Johnston 
Hospital in Manila.

Aguirre also ordered the 
National Bureau of Investi-
gation to build up the case 
against the controversial 
tobacco firm.

He said the DoJ would 
also issue lookout bulletin 
order against other exec-
utives of the tobacco firm 
after issuing earlier a 
similar order against the 
firm’s owner Alex Wongc-
huking. (PNA)  CHRISTO-
PHER LLOYD CALIWAN
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‘Tone	down’	reports?	
Stop	the	killings	–	UN	

expert

KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Fast food, nakamamatay!

LIFE’S	INSPIRATIONS: “… Sapagkat ang sinumang kumakain at umiinom nang 
hindi kinikilala ang kahalagahan ng katawan at dugo ng Panginoon ay kumakain 
at umiinom ng kahatulan laban sa kanyang sarili. Iyan ang dahilan kung bakit 
mahihina at sakitin ang marami sa inyo, at may ilan ngang namatay na…” (1 Corinto 
11:29-30, Bibliya).

-ooo-
FAST FOOD, NAKAMAMATAY! Kumakain pa ba kayo ng mga fast food---o 
yung mga pagkain na ipinagbibili sa mga fast food chains? Magdalang-babala po 
kayo. O di kaya, ang mas mabuti, tigilan na ninyo ang pagkain ng fast food, tigilan 

This comes after Tourism Secretary Wanda Teo appealed to Vice 
President Leni Robredo and the media to ‘tone down’ their reporting 

of extrajudicial killings 

United Nations (UN) expert Agnes Callamard challenged Philippine 
Tourism Secretary Wanda Teo to ask the Duterte administration 

to stop extrajudicial killings (EJKs) in the Philippines. 
Callamard issued this call after Teo appealed to Vice President Leni 

Robredo and the media to “tone down” their reporting of EJKs. 
In a tweet on Wednesday, March 22, Callamard said, “#Philippines 

tourism chief asks media to town down #EJK reports! She should ask 
gov. & police to #StopEJK.”

Callamard is the UN’s special rapporteur on extrajudicial executions, 
connected with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights.
#Philippines Tourism Chief asks Media to tone 

down #EJK report! She should ask Gov & Police 
to #StopEJK. https://t.co/dM8uNFy5aj

— Dr Agnes Callamard (@AgnesCallamard) March 22, 2017
Before Callamard issued her message, Teo aired a message for Robredo 

and the media: “Medyo i-tone down natin ‘yung EJK.” (Let’s tone down 
on EJKs.) 

She explained that she is “always asked” wherever she goes, in Asia 
and in Europe, “Totoo ba ito?” (Is this true?) She “would say it’s safe 
in the Philippines,” and “would always ask them to come.”

The Philippine government earlier invited Callamard to investigate 
the killings in the country, provided that Callamard is willing to debate 
with President Rodrigo Duterte. 

Callamard, however, insisted on “freedom of inquiry and movement, 
and non-retaliation” based on existing protocols. 

More than 7,000 people have died in drug-related killings since Duterte 
took office. 

The European Parliament recently warned that the Philippines could 
lose trade incentives because of these killings. But one of Duterte’s 
Cabinet officials, Interior Secretary Ismael Sueno, instead blamed Vice 
President Leni Robredo and other critics of the drug war, saying they 
were tarnishing the country’s reputation./Rappler.com#

na ninyo ang kumain sa mga fast food chains. Bakit? Kasi sabi ng mga medical 
experts, itong mga pagkaing ito ay papatay sa inyo, dahil bibigyan kayo ng mga 
ito ng hypertension, o delikadong pagtaas ng blood pressure.

Ayon sa isang ulat sa media, ang mga duktor ng International Society of Hyper-
tension (ISH) at ng Philippine Society of Hypertension (PSH) ay nagsasabing ang 
mga fast food restaurants ay kadalasang nagbebenta ng mga “high fat, high salt 
food”---o mga pagkaing sobra ang taba at sobra ang sin---na nakakapagbigay ng 
hypertension kahit sa mga bata. 

Sa paliwanag ni Dr. Ramon Castillo, past president ng PSH at ngayon ay kasapi 
ng ISH, ang mga taong may hypertension ay gaya ng “walking time bombs”---o 
mga bombang naglalakad---dahil anumang oras ay maaari silang sumabog sanhi 
ng mga kumplikasyon mula sa massive stroke, acute myocardial infraction, o 
biglaang kamatayan bunga ng atake sa puso. 

-ooo-
“SOBRA ANG KINAKAIN NATING ASIN, TABA, AT CALORIES”: Sa kabilang 
dako, sinabi naman ni Dr. Neil Poulter, ang pangulo ng ISH, na “sobra ang kinakain 
nating asin, taba, at calories.” Ito ang dahilan kung bakit ang high blood pressure 
ang siya na ngayong pinakamatinding dahilan ng kamatayan ng marami sa daigdig, 
kung saan 9.4 milyong katao ang namamatay taon-taon, dagdag ni Poulter.

Sa Pilipinas, ipinakikita ng medical records na isa sa apat na Pilipino ang may 
hypertension, o nakakamatay na high blood pressure. Ito ang dahilan, ayon sa mga 
medical experts, kaya kailangan ng ating mga kababayan na magpalit ng kanilang 
ugali sa pagkain, upang makaiwas sila sa sobrang asin, taba, at calories. 

Ganundin, dapat ding magbago ang estilo ng buhay ng mga Pilipino---mula sa 
walang ehersisyo sa ngayon, tungo sa ma-ehersisyong buhay. Isa din sa mga maha-
halagang payo ay ang pag-iwas ng mga tao sa sobrang paggamit ng kanilang mga 
gadgets at tablets, na siyang dahilan kaya di sila kumikilos ng matagal na panahon 
sa loob ng isang araw. 

-ooo-
KATAWAN AT DUGO NI KRISTO SA PAGKAIN AT INUMIN: Sa hanay naman 
ng mga kasapi ng Simbahang Anak ng Diyos Kadugo Ni Kristo (AND KNK, ang 
simbahang sa Pilipinas itinatag), kailangan ding magkaroon ng puspusang pagsunod 
ang mga tao sa mga simpleng kautusan sa Bibliya ukol sa kung papaanong magiging 
malusog ang mga pagkain at inumin natin sa araw-araw. 

Ang isa sa mga kautusang ito ay makikita sa 1 Corinto 11:23-30. Ayon sa mga 
bersikulong ito, kung tayo ay kakain o iinom, dapat nating laging alalahanin ang 
katawan at dugo ni Jesus, ang ating Diyos at Tagapagligtas na Siya ding Diyos Ama, 
Anak, at Espiritu Santo, na ibinigay sa sanlibutan upang mapatawad ang ating mga 
kasalanan, mabayaran ang kaparusahan para sa mga kasalanan, at masigurado ang 
ating buhay sa Paraiso. 

Dapat gayahin ng lahat ang ginagawa ng mga kasapi ng AND KNK: itinataas 
nila ang kanilang mga kamay sa mga pagkain at inumin, pinasasalamatan nila si 
Jesus sa mga pagpapalang ito, at hinihingi, sa Pangalan Ni Jesus, na ang kanilang 
pagkain at inumin ay maging katawan at dugo ni Jesus, bilang pagkilala ng Kanyang 
pagliligtas sa atin!

-ooo-
ANG TANGING DAAN”, “KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS”, SA FB LIVE: Panoorin 
po: “Ang Tanging Daan”, isang Bible Exposition at prayer session  sa www.facebook.
com/angtangingdaan, at “Kakampi Mo Ang Batas”, isang libreng konsultasyon sa 
mga problemang legal, sa www.facebook.com/kakampimoangbatas. Reaksiyon: 
0917 984 24 68, 0918 574 0193, 0977 805 9058. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.com.#
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TurnYour	Compassion	
into	Action

By:  Clyde B. Sacpa

EL MAESTRO SPEAKS

In this time where social media is a part of life. People 
seemed to be very much concerned in having a 

million views, likes, and share. This has led to creating 
a lot of bizarre things just to be recognized even for 
just a minute in the world of billion users. We’ve seen 
things like insane movements, insane fights, insane 
accidents, a lot of insanity and brutality that it normal-
izes our feeling to such macabre situations and things.

And it seems like everything insane in this world 
has been seen in the media already that people are still 
trying to go over insanity just to be known. One way 
of doing it is through those insane chain mails, chain 
pictures, and chain status. These are social media post 
that is saying that once you share it you will have good 
luck and if you don’t you’ll end up having bad day etc.

The worst thing people have done and has been doing 
and will still be doing is taking picture of an accident, 
a disaster, and a helpless person and they will say they 
are really sympathizing with what is in the picture and 
to help those victim they’re asking you to like or share 
their post. This is the most idiotic and egocentric idea 
ever. If you try to think about it, you are not really 
helping the person in need you are helping and feeding 
the ego of the person who posted it. For sure they will 
say I post these pictures to spread awareness. If that 
is the idea then it is good. But aside from that posting 
things like those does not really help.

Instead of posting, why not put down your phone 
go to the person and literally offer your help.  Instead 
of sharing the picture why not share something that 
can actually help. Instead of telling the world how you 
pity our unfortunate brothers and sisters, why not show 
how you pity them by actually doing something that 
can get them to a better place. 

The social media is a powerful thing and a useful tool 
to change the world. Do not let it change you. Do not 
let it change the very root of human foundation. Put 
down those phones, look around you see those who 
needs help and instead of sharing your compassion to 
the media world, you start turning your compassion 
into action. Go and help!#

Benham Rise - Ano ba naman kasi ang benham rice na 
yan? Katulad ba yan ng dinorado, angelica o jasmine 

rice? Bakit ang daming kiao-kiao hinggil sa lugar na ito? 
Tutal naman ay hindi rin naman natin kayang ipaglaban 
ang ating mga isla na sariling atin eh di ipamigay na lang 
natin sa mga intsik at total naman ay  pauutangin naman 
tayo ng mga intsik para pang imprastraktura. Mabuti sana 
kung makakain na natin agad ang benham rice este rise 
eh di ipaglaban natin, eh hindi naman natin makakain ang 
salitang sovereignty. Tama naman si Pangulong Digong nang 
kanyang sabihin na wala tayong kalaban laban sa military 
ng China kaya dapat ay pabayaaan na lang natin ang China 
na gawin ang gusto nila at tutal naman ay minura –mura 
at ininsulto na ni PDigong ang mga Kano na karapat dapat 
na  tutulungan sana tayong ipagtanggol ang ating likas na 
yaman. Hi! Hi! Hi!

Katulad ng isinulat ko nuon ay welcome to China ang 
Goodbye to the USA. Hi!  Hi! Hi!

At muli  kong uulitin na di hamak na mas masarap ang 
lutong Intsik hindi tulad ng lutong Kano na puros hambolgel 
at hatdog ang madalas na kainin; sa lutong Intsik anjan ang 
pansit kanton, leni-lugaw, lumpia shanghai, syomay, syopao 
at malami pang  iba na loto Insik.

Kaya kayo mga dear readers, saan pa kayo - sa bansang 
masarap ang mga lutuin o sa bansang hindi masarap ang 
lutuin. Hi! Hi! Hi!

Sana nga lang ay wala ng visa fee ang mga Pinoy pag punta 
ng China at dapat na patawan ng mahal na visa fee ang mga 
Kano kapag papasok sila sa ating bansa. Mainam sana kung 
mga nasa One Thousand US Dollars ($1,000.00) ang visa fee 
na sisingilin ng Pinas sa mga Kano na  kumukuha ng visa 
papasok ng Pinas. Tama po ba kagalang –galang na  mga 
Dutertards? Hi !Hi ! Hi !

####

DOT Secretary Teo- Tama naman si Secretary Teo ng 
Departamento ng Turismo nang kanyang sabihin na 

dapat ay huminahon sana ang reporting ng mga medyas 
este media. Dapat lang na  “i-tone down.” Ang tanong ay 
alam ba ng mga medyas kung paano mag tone down o sa 
tagalog ay palambutin ang balita at gawing tama este mali 
este tama, hay yay yay hindi ko na tuloy alam ang tama at 
mali. Hi !Hi !Hi!

Halimbawa ganito yan, kapag mayroon uling nanlaban at 
napatay huwag i-report na nanlaban. Ang sabihin ay nagbigti 
o nag suicide. Kapag mayroon nag-lalakad na isang pamilya 
at nabaril silang lahat ng mga riding in tandem at napatay 
lahat pati bata, matanda etc…,  huwag ireport na ganoon.  
Ganito ang pag report ng ganyang insidente ang sabihin ay 
isang grupo ng mga taong naglalakad nagbarilan kaya ayun 
patay silang lahat o di kaya ay pamilya inambush ng mga ET 
(extra terrestrial). Ganyan mga kawani  ng medyas ang pag 
tone down. Tama ba mga Dutertards???

Hindi na kayo naawa kay Secretary Teo na hirap na hirap 
i- market ang ating bansa sa abroad. Talaga kayong mga 
medyas, palibhasa hindi kayo marunong ng sinasabing alter-
native truth  and fucktual reporting kaya nagrereport kayo 
ng aktuwal na pangyayari. Ano ba naman kayong mga tra-
ditional na medyas. PWEEE…. Hi! Hi! Hi!. Oks ba mga 
Dutertards!?!?!#

WE ARE HIRING
LAY-OUT ARTIST
Part time, can work home based, must 

have experience in Adobe Indesign 
and Adobe Photoshop. Send resume to 

tarlacweekender@yahoo.com

DENR commends employees 
i n  C e n t r a l  L u z o n  f o r 
accomplishing more than 100 
percent of land patent targets
CI T Y  O F  S A N 

F E R N A N D O , 
Pampanga - Department 
of  Environment and 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s 
(DENR) has commended 
some of its employees in 
Central Luzon for being 
vital in accomplishing 
more than 100% of its 
land patent targets last 
year.

“We recognize the 
significant contributions 
o f  o u r  e m p l o y e e s 
with the rank of Land 
Management Officer 
(LMO), Development 
Management Officer, 
Deputy Public  Land 
Inspector and Chief of 
Survey Party in our land 
distribution campaign 

to boost their morale 
and sustain our gains 
in the program,” DENR 
R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r 
Francisco Milla Jr. said 
in a statement.

He said the awardees 
played a crucial role 
i n  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f 
4,146 residential and 
agricultural free patents, 
which represent 106% 
and 112% of the agency’s 
2016 regional target, 
respectively.

Aw ard e e s  i nc lu d e 
Norven Dilla of Aurora 
as Most Outstanding 
LMO-provincial DENR 
category, Jude Villa of 
Tarlac and Rowena Magat 
of Zambales as Most 
O u t s t a n d i n g 

LMO-community DENR 
level.

Moreover, named as 
Most Outstanding Public 
Land Inspectors include 
Andres Viaje of Aurora; 
Apri l ita  Mendigoria 
of Bataan; Melchora 
Panganiban of Bulacan; 
R ov i l l a  C a s ab ar  o f 
Nueva Ecija; Ma. Jaina 
Lazatin of Pampanga; 
Edison Morales of Tarlac; 
and Nelson Flores of 
Zambales.

D E N R  h a s  a l s o 

recognized the local 
government  unit  of 
Botolan in Zambales for 
being supportive of the 
land titling program and 
has been an instrumental 
in the distribution of 300 
residential free patents.

“Hop e f u l ly,  t he s e 
awards will encourage 
them to continue to strive 
harder and consistently 
hit our goals,” Milla 
added.

Me anw h i l e ,  Mi l l a 
disclosed that they are 

set to distribute 3,100 residential free patents and 3,439 
agricultural free patents this year as part of an ongoing 
effort to squarely address landlessness and promote 
social justice through agrarian reform. (CLJD-PIA 3)

DBM to gov’t offices 
on 2017 budget: Use 
it or lose it
CI T Y  O F  S A N 

F E R N A N D O , 
P a m p a n g a  -  T h e 
Department of Budget 
a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
(DBM) on Friday said 
gove r n me nt  of f i c e s 
s h o u l d  f a s t  t r a c k 
t h e i r  2 0 1 7  b u d g e t 
implementation so as to 
avoid problems.

The DBM said the 
government offices are 
given until December 
31, 2017 to utilize and 
liquidate their allotted 
budget or else, their 
excess funds wil l  be 
returned to the national 
treasury.

“It is either use it, or 
lose it. This is according 
to the conditional veto of 
the President that if the 
appropriations for this 
year are not utilized, these 
will be automatically 

reverted to the national 
t r e a s u r y,”  D B M  3 
Director Elisa Salon 
said during the Regional 
Development Council-3 
Sectoral Committee on 
Socia l  Development 
Meeting Budget Review 
Proposal held at National 
Economic Development 
Authority (NEDA) 3 
here.

However, the budget 
director said that the 
unexpended portion 
f o r  t h e  c o nt i nu i n g 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o f 
2016,  including the 
Maintenance and Other 
Operational Expenses 
(MOOE) and the Capital 
Outlay, must also be 
utilized this year, hence, 
the extension up to 
December 31,  2017. 
(PNA)

BOC raids 2 Bulacan 
warehouses with fake 
cigarettes hoard
Two warehouses in 

Bulacan province were 
raided on Friday morning 
by Bureau of Customs 
agents following a tip that  
cigarettes with fake tax 
stamps with an estimated 
value of P3.2 billion were 
stored in the facilities.

 A r o u n d  1 6 0 , 0 0 0 
master cases of Mighty 
cigarettes were found 
in the two warehouses 
l o c a t e d  a t  K m  6 4 , 
Barangay Matimbubong 
in San Ildefonso town, 
according to Capt. Joenel 
Pogoy who conducted the 
raid in coordination with 
the Bureau of Internal 

Revenue (BIR), local police 
and barangay officials. 

 The first warehouse 
contained 145,000 master 
cases of cigarettes, with 
an estimated value of 
P2.9 billion.  Inside the 
second facility, the raiding 
team found 15,000 master 
cases worth aroundP300 
million.  Using the BIR 
S t a mp  Ve r i f i e r,  t h e 
team conf irmed that 
the cigarettes had been 
marked with fake tax 
stamps.

The Friday raid has even 
yielded a bigger volume of 
cigarettes worth billions 
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WATCH OUT FOR THE OPENING OF:

Casa Luginia
Private Pool
(for day & night swimming)

Guest Rooms
(airconditioned rooms)

For Private Parties, Events,
Meetings, Overnight Stay, etc. 

With  cooking  &  dining  facilities
Location: Tibag, Tarlac City
What  you see at the Casa stays at the Casa!

CasaLuginia

of processing the requests.
“This is still a learning curve for us,” Ablan said. 

“Hopefully, once all the agencies, GOCCs and SUCs 
are on board in the portal, we could easily trace if a 
request has been forwarded to another agency which 
can answer better the request.”

‘Processing’ means…
A request tagged as ‘processing’ could later be clas-

sified as either ‘successful’ or ‘denied.’ As of March 14, 
2017, 35 requests were still labelled ‘processing.’ Since 
last November, 183 requests have been denied, while 
successful – either partially or fully — requests have 
reached 166.

Among those who have come away from the eFOI 
portal pleased and satisfied is an investment analyst 
for a multinational bank, who said, “I did receive a 
valid explanation with further instructions on how 
to secure the information I need. Generally, I am very 
satisfied with the portal.”

“One particular interesting experience I had was 
when requesting data on car registration from the Land 
Transportation Office (LTO),” recounted the analyst, 
who requested anonymity. “It took a while but I was 
surprised when someone from the LTO called my office 
informing me that the information I needed is ready 
for pick up at their office.”

Top-rank list, by denials
Some agencies, though, seem to be swatting down 

requests by the dozen. By the number of requests they 
have denied out of the total requests they have received 
via the eFOI portal as of March 14, 2017, the following 
agencies may be considered to be in top rank in terms 
of their refusal to grant access to information requests.

• Department of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT), with 20 requests denied and five 
pending, out of 25 total requests received;

• National Archives of the Philippines, with 10 
requests denied and eight pending, out of 19 total 
requests received;

• Presidential Communications Operations Office 
(PCOO), with 41 requests denied out of 52 total 
requests received;

• Department of Budget and Management (DBM), 

503 Requests on e-FOI...
               from page 8

with 11 requests denied and 10 pending, 
out of 37 total requests received;

• Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA), with 39 requests denied and nine pending out 
of 93 total requests received;

• Department of Transportation (DOTr), with 
21 requests denied and five pending, out of 53 total 
requests received; and

• Department of Finance (DOF), with 10 requests 
denied out of 25 total requests received.

Three agencies are in a similarly unusual situation 
of apparent opaqueness.

The first two — Presidential Commission on Good 
Government (PCGG) and Philippine Ports Authority 
(PPA) — had denied all the requests they had sepa-
rately received during the period.

PCIJ called up PCGG to ask why it had turned 
down the FOI requests, but was told no one was on 
hand to answer such queries because of a commis-
sion-wide event. As for PPA, the body’s Public Infor-
mation Officer, Christopher Paringit, explained, “One 
problem we have seen is that the public is not usually 
aware what the core business of PPA is. We receive 
questions on vessel safety, which is under MARINA, 
(and) shore safety, which is under the Coast Guard.”

Paringit also said that his office, the Corporate Com-
munications Office, and the Office of the Corporate 
Board Secretary (OCBS), work hand in hand in 
responding to requests.

The third, the Philippine National Police (PNP), had 
43 requests “pending” out of 43 total requests it had 
received. Sought for an explanation, PNP Spokesman 
Senior Superintendent Dionardo Carlos told PCIJ that 
one reason for this is that some of the information 
requested might be classified.

“We comply with the FOI,” he said. “However, if the 
request submitted requires more time to be reviewed 
and the data should be coming from various offices — 
we cannot respond right away.”

“I still need to see the requests sent in the portal,” 
Carlos also said. “However, as a practice, if a formal 
request is sent to us, we answer in less than 72 hours.”

Meanwhile, 26 of the 64 agencies featured in the 
eFOI portal have all received zero access to informa-
tion requests as of March 14, 2017.

Interestingly, it is the PCOO which has emerged as 
having the most number of denied requests, with 41 
out of 52 requests submitted. Said Ablan: “The people 
thought all requests should be sent to us. Taking a 
closer look at the requests, some of them should be 

responded by another 
agency. We received 
requests of which answers 
should come from the 
Department of Budget 

and Management for example.”
This is not happening only to PCOO apparently, 

according to Ablan. “Some requests are being denied 
because these have been submitted to the wrong 
agency,” he said. “In these instances, the agency sent 
a reply to the requestor and the request is forwarded 
to the appropriate agency.”

“Some requestors ask for multiple data or documents 
which the agencies could not release all the same time,” 
he added. “In these cases, the DM is required to send 
an explanation for the partial response to the request.”

The requests shown in the portal as of March 14, 2017 
indicate that the top three nature/purpose of requests 
are: general research and information (43.74 percent), 
additional knowledge (such as for reporting, news 
research, information dissemination, class reporting 
and discussion, 27.43 percent), and academic and 
business research and development (14.51 percent).

Last Dec. 10, senior high school student Gabriel 
Fordan filed a request for the History of Kalumpang, 
Marikina from the National Archives of the Philippines. 
Fordan had intended to use the information for school 
work; he is still waiting for any kind of movement on 
his request.

“My request is still for processing the last time I 
checked,” he said. “Actually, it was just marked for pro-
cessing last Jan. 27, more than a month after I requested. 
When the response took longer than I expected, I just 
used other sources for my school work. If ever my 
request gets to be approved, I think I can still use it in 
my current research or for future use.”

1 of 4 granted
As for requestor William Chua, only one of his four 

requests for information has been granted. Chua had 
submitted that request — on the Pantawid Pamilyang 
Pilipino Program — on December 13, 2016 to the 
Department of Budget and Management (DBM). More 
than three months later, the requested information was 
finally released by another agency, the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).

Chua is a data analyst and journalist and was after 
specific data for stories he was doing for various pub-
lications. The Department of Health (DOH) denied 
his request for the number of doctors per barangay. 
But Chua seems particularly peeved with DICT, which 
denied his two separate requests for data on radio fre-
quencies.

“(DICT) couldn’t produce the information I 
requested,” said Chua. “They even (turned me down) 
using boiler-plate response so I gave up using the FOI 
site.”

He also said that DICT “promised to give me the list 
of frequencies (NTC) by February. It is now March.”

PCOO’s Ablan, though, said Cont. on page 7
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that improvements in the system are coming. He told 
PCIJ that the DM and RO will soon be allowed to reply 
directly to the requestor through additional buttons 
in the eFOI portal.

“All in all, our goal is to have a simple portal, which 
could the public use to submit their queries and get 
answers easier,” Ablan said. “The buttons, dropdown 
menu, and even the charts will be improved soonest.” 
—	PCIJ,	March	2017
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than the raid previously conducted in San Simon, Pampanga 
province, authorities added.

Earlier, charges had been filed by the BIR against Mighty 
Corp., which manufactures the cigarette brand, for allegedly 
evading the payment of around P9.564 billion in excise taxes 
by using fake tax stamps.

Customs Commissioner Nicanor Faeldon has said the 
bureau would intensify its campaign again smuggling and 
all other forms of illicit trade that continues to deprive the 
government of revenues. 

“We will not stop in our efforts to weed out those engaged 
in pernicious activities that undermine and derail the 
government’s reform agenda,” said Faeldon.

“We are ready to use all available options in the 
investigation of erring companies, including those engaged 
in the oil and motor vehicle trade, to make sure we control all 
forms of revenue leaks that get in the way of hitting revenue 
targets of the BOC,” he added. (BOC)

BOC Rais...
               from page 5

BSP extends deadline for 
swap of old banknotes anew
MANILA - The Securities 

and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) has suspended 84 
lending companies for failing 
to obtain a license for the 
conduct of lending business.

“The Commission is one 
with the President (Duterte) in 
adopting a tough stance against 
illegal lending that is why it 
is pursuing with much vigor 
all those engaged in it,” said 
Justina Callangan, Director 
of the SEC’s Corporate Gov-
ernance and Finance Depart-
ment.

The SEC is the lead agency 
in the administration of 
Republic Act (RA) No. 9474, 
or the Lending Company Reg-

ulation Act of 2007, which 
requires all persons and 
entities engaged in lending 
activity to secure a certificate 
of authority (CA).

Callangan stressed such 
entities have been given more 
than sufficient time to comply 
with the law, hence, their 
continued noncompliance 
warrants their suspension.

Of the suspended lending 
companies, 66 of them are cor-
porations while 18 are partner-
ships.

These are located in the 
National Capital Region and 
nearby regions in Laguna, 
Cavite, Pampanga, Batangas, 
Cabanatuan City and Nueva 

Ecija.
These 84 companies shall 

be suspended for 60 days and 
if they still do not respond 
within the suspension period, 
proceedings for revocation of 
their certificates of registration 
shall immediately follow.

Aside from suspension, a 
fine of not less than Php10,000 
or imprisonment of not less 
than six months but not more 
than 10 years or both, await 
those who violate the law 
through, among others, failure 
to obtain a license to engage 
in lending. (PNA) LESLIE D. 
VENZON

De Lima slams proposed 
a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r 
barangay officials
Sen. Leila M. de Lima slammed the 

Duterte administration’s proposal 
to declare vacant all positions at the 
barangay level vacant and appoint 
barangay officials in lieu of holding 
elections this year.  

De Lima, chairperson of the 
Senate electoral reforms and people’s 
participation committee, said that 
appointing barangay officials goes 
against the idea of barangays being 
non-partisan government units.

 “As the basic political unit in the 
country, the barangay serves as the 
frontliner in delivering the basic 
and important services to people. It 
offers direct and immediate assis-
tance and support to the community. 
Barangay officials play a crucial role 
in providing effective and account-
able local governance,” she said.  

“Appointing barangay officials, 
instead of electing them, goes against 
the principles of shielding them from 
partisan politics. That is one of the 
reasons why barangay elections are 
held separately from national and 
local elections,” she added.

De Lima, a former election lawyer, 
said she believes that members 
of the community should have a 
primary say on who deserves to 
hold positions in the barangay, as 
they are in the best position to gauge 
who can be the most responsive to 
their needs.

The senator from Bicol authored 

Senate Bill No. 371, which seeks to 
ensure barangay officials are shielded 
from partisan activities by adjusting 
their terms of office to five years.

De Lima also slammed the 
proposal to declare all barangay 
positions vacant as part of the 
administration’s so-called war on 
drug. She said she believes that the 
declaration also violates each offi-
cial’s right to due process, which will 
pre-judge them through consulta-
tions with mayors.

“Those who would be removed 
and not reappointed may have that 
stigma of being involved in drugs. 
They have every right for a chance 
to clear their name before being 
removed from office,” she said.

“Given the political situation at 
the grassroots and the culture of 
fabricating accusations, it’s possible 
for baseless recommendations 
to emanate from mayors so they 
can have their allies appointed to 
barangay posts, and maintain control 
over cities and municipalities. It is 
political patronage taken to a whole 
new level,” she added.

De Lima also pointed out that 
the proposal to appoint barangay 
officials is a desperate move for 
the administration to maintain its 
political capital, which she believes 
is eroding slowly due to its contin-
uous blunders.

Court dismisses Mighty Corp’s petition to 
stop BOC warehouse raids in Pampanga
MANILA- The Manila 

City Regional Trial 
Court (RTC) dismissed the 
petition for preliminary 
injunction filed by contro-
versial cigarette firm Mighty 
Corporation to stop the 
Bureau of Customs (BOC) 
from conducting raids in 
its warehouse in Pampanga.

Presiding Judge Noli C. 
Diaz of the Manila RTC 
Branch 39 issued a 13-page 
resolution dated March 23, 
2017 that Mighty Corp.’s 
petition for the writ of pre-
liminary injunction should 
be dismissed for lack of 
jurisdiction.

The case stemmed 
from a complaint filed by 
Mighty Corp. assailing the 
Mission Order and Letter 
of Authority issued by 
Customs Commissioner 
Nicanor E. Faeldon for the 
purpose of “inspecting the 
warehouse facilities of the 
plaintiff (Mighty Corp.) 
inside San Simon Industri-
al Park, Quezon Road, San 
Simon, Pampanga.”

Mighty Corp. was earlier 
granted with a 20-day 
restraining order (TRO), 
from March 3-23, 2017 by 
Manila RTC Branch 1 Judge 
Tita B. Alisuag, putting a 

halt on warehouse investi-
gations by the BOC.

The BOC then filed an 
administrative case against 
Alisuag prompting her to 
inhibit from the case.

The case was then re-raf-
fled to the sala of Diaz 
who said that the RTC “are 
limited to acts committed or 
to be committed within its 
territorial jurisdiction”.

He added that Mighty 
should have also observed 
the doctrine of exhaustion 
of administrative remedies 
by going first to the Depart-
ment of Finance (DOF) to 
question BOC’s mission 

order instead of going straight 
to the court.

“…Courts cannot or will 
not determine a controversy 
involving a question which is 
within the jurisdiction of the 
administrative tribunal where 
the question demands the 
exercise of sound administrative 
discretion requiring the special 
knowledge, experience and 
services of the administrative 
tribunal to determine technical 
and intricate matters of fact,” the 
court said.

The court pointed out “the 
objective of the doctrine of 
primary jurisdiction is to 
guide the court in determining 
whether it should refrain from 
exercising its jurisdiction until 
after an administrative agency 
has determined some question 
or some aspect of some question 
arising in the proceeding before 
the court.”

“[T]he issuance of the Mission 
Order (MO) by the Commission-
er of Customs and the Letter of 
Authority issued by the Revenue 
Officers of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue if done arbitrarily can 
still be reviewed by the Secretary 

of Finance as 
head of  the 
Department of 
Finance where 
both the [BOC] 
and the [BIR] 
belong under 
the principle of 
exhaustion of 
administrative 
remedies and not 
necessarily to the 
courts,” the Court 
added.

L a s t 
W e d n e s d a y , 
the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue 
(BIR) filed a 
complaint before 
the Department 
of Justice against 
cigarette firm 
Mighty  C or-
poration for its 
failure to pay 
an est imated 
aggregate defi-
ciency excise tax 
liability in the 
total amount of 
PHP9.564 billion.

In its complaint affidavit, 
among those who were 
charged by the BIR were 
retired AFP deputy chief 
of staff Edilberto Adan 
who is now the company’s 
president; retired Judge 
Oscar Barrientos, executive 
vice president; Alexander 
Wongchu k i ng ,  v i c e 
president for external affairs 
and assistant corporate 
secretary and Ernesto 
Victa, treasurer.

The complaints of 
unlawful possession of 
articles subject to excise 
tax without payment of 

tax and of possessing false, 
counterfeit, restored or 
altered stamps in violation 
of Sections 263 and 265(c) 
of the National Internal 
Revenue Code of 1997 
were received by Senior 
Assistant State Prosecutor 
Susan Dacanay, chairper-
son of the DOJ’s Run After 
Tax Evaders (RATE) Task 
Force.

The BIR said the cor-
poration was the subject 
of an on-the-spot surveil-
lance operations of untaxed 
cigarette products and that 
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tarlacweekender Feature 3 in every 5 Filipino adult women 

are apple-shaped obese
The recent survey done by the Food 

and Nutrition Research Institute of 
the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST- FNRI) in 2015 showed 
that 57.9 percent or about 3 in every 5 
Filipino adult women in the Philippines 
have high waist-to-hip ratio (WHR).

Waist-to-hip ratio (WHR) is an 
indicator that measures android or 
central obesity or apple-shaped body 
type. The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has set a WHR cut-off 
point of 0.85 for women and 1.0 for 
men.  Android or central obesity may 
indicate visceral fat or the accumulation 
of fats in the internal organs. It has been 
associated with increased risk of type 2 
diabetes; cardiovascular diseases mainly 
heart attack and stroke, sleep apnea, and 
some cancers.

Among the regions, the highest 
prevalences of high WHR among 
adult females were noted in Northern 
Mindanao (62.5 percent), CALABAR-
ZON (62.5 percent), CARAGA (62.0 
percent), Davao (61.5 percent), Central 
Luzon (61.3 percent) and NCR (61.1 
percent).

In contrast, the prevalence of high 
WHR among Filipino adult males was 
seven in every 100 (7.1 percent). Among 
the regions, the highest prevalences of 
high WHR among adult males were 
noted in NCR (10.2 percent), CALA-
BARZON (9.4 percent), Central Luzon 
(8.7 percent) and Davao (7.3 percent).

The same survey also revealed that 

about one in every five (23.9 percent) 
Filipino adults have elevated blood 
pressure and about two in every five 
(42.5 percent) were insufficiently phys-
ically active.

Messages from the 2012 Nutritional 
Guidelines for Filipinos developed by 
a Technical Working Group led by the 
DOST- FNRI give simple reminders on 
attaining and maintaining normal body 
weight. Message No. 9 recommends 
achieving normal weight through proper 
diet and moderate physical activity to 
maintain good health and help prevent 
obesity. Likewise, Message No. 10 
encourages us to be physically active, 
make healthy food choices, manage 
stress, avoid alcoholic beverages and do 
not smoke to help prevent lifestyle-relat-
ed non-communicable diseases.

For more information on food 
and nutrition, contact:  Dr. Mario 
V. Capanzana, Director, Food and 
Nutrition Research Institute, Depart-
ment of Science and Technology, 
General Santos Avenue, Bicutan, Taguig 
City; Telephone/ Fax Nos: 837-2934 or 
837-3164; Direct Line:839-1839; DOST 
Trunk Line: 837-2071-82 local 2296 or 
2284; e-mail: mvc@fnri.dost.gov.ph or 
at mar_v_c@yahoo.com; FNRI-DOST 
website: http://www.fnri.dost.gov.ph.  
Like our Facebook page at facebook.
com/FNRI.DOST or follow our Twitter 
account at twitter.com/FNRI_DOST. 
(Charina A. Javier, DOST-FNRI S&T 
Media Service/PIA-Caraga)

503 REQUESTS ON E-FOI 
PORTAL

183 denied, 166 granted, 154 pending
by Aura Dagcutan (www.pcij.org)

MORE THAN three months after 
the Freedom of Information 

(FOI) Executive Order took effect on 
Nov. 25, 2016, requests for data from 
state agencies have been coming in, but 
not at the volume expected by govern-
ment officials.

Yet the relative low number has not 
meant quick processing for several of 
the requests, leaving some requestors 
in a snit. Requestor Wilson Chua for 
instance says of the online portal eFOI: 
“The site is not very helpful. It feels 
more like window dressing.”

Chua’s four requests for infor-
mation, which he filed with three 
different agencies, are among the 503 
requests received by 64 agencies since 
late November last year to March 14, 
2017. The eFOI’s home page actually 
indicates 640 requests were submitted 
during that period, but Michel Kristian 
R. Ablan, Assistant Secretary for Policy 
and Legislative Affairs at the Presi-
dential Communications Operations 
Office (PCOO), said that the disparity 
is due to test requests submitted during 
the portal’s initial roll last year.

“We can’t remove anymore those 
test requests during the initial roll out,” 
Ablan told PCIJ recently. “Those are 
already in the system.”

In any case, of the 503 requests, 166 
were listed to have been “partially or 
fully successfully processed,” another 
183 “denied,” and the balance of 154, 
“pending or for processing.”

These numbers indicate a volume 
far from the deluge anticipated by the 
government, especially after it put up 
the eFOI portal as an alternative way to 
file requests for information with select 
agencies. Observed Ablan: “Various 
groups had fought for the Freedom of 
Information for many years. So when 
it actually took effect last year, we were 
expecting a bulk of requests, but it 
didn’t happen.”

Then again, the low number 
shouldn’t have been a surprise. Ablan 
himself admitted, “According to the 
consultations we had made with 
various stakeholders, most of the infor-
mation the public wants to know are 
not covered by the Executive Order. 
Most of the people need to get informa-
tion from the Congress or their local 
government units (LGUs). These are 
not covered by the FOI.”

LGUs are not required but encour-
aged to join the FOI program by 
passing an ordinance, said Ablan. In 
the meantime, the number of national 
agencies currently part of the eFOI 
portal is just a meagre 32 percent of 
the total 200.

Born in July
President Rodrigo Duterte signed 

Executive Order No. 2, the FOI-en-
abling order, on July 23, 2016. The 
order operationalizes the public’s 
Constitutional right to information 
and “provides the State policies to full 
public disclosure and transparency in 
the public service.”

With the EO, the public can now 
make requests before all government 
offices under the Executive Branch, 
including government-owned or 
-controlled corporations (GOCCs) 
and state universities and colleges 
(SUCs). Not allowed for public access, 
however, are certain information that 
could put into jeopardy the privacy of 
the agency concerned and matters of 
national security.

Ablan’s PCOO is tasked to implement 
and operationalize the FOI program 
as it serves as the coordinator of all 
participating government agencies. 
Or as Ablan put it, “The PCOO has 
been designated to orient about and 
supervise the implementation of the 
FOI program. We are also tasked to 
monitor compliance of all agencies 
with the instructions from the manual.”

The manual he is referring to is the 
People’s FOI Manual that government 
agencies are required to have to guide 
the public in making requests.

Goal: 200 nat’l agencies
According to Ablan, the PCOO aims 

to have all the 200 national attached 
agencies join the eFOI portal by end 
of November 2017, all GOCCs by next 
year, and SUCs by 2019. He notes, 
“Even it’s not indicated in the Executive 
Order, the PCOO also established the 
portal to allow the public submit their 
requests.”

“We are doing trainings and 
roadshows to raise awareness about 
the FOI,” Ablan also said. “It seems in 
the grassroots, even we already started 
the implementation on November 
last year, there is still little awareness 
about this. We still need to inform and 
empower the public.”

PCOO plans to collect inventories 
of requests from all the agencies per 
quarter, particularly from those that 
have yet to join the eFOI portal, he 
said.

There are two ways to file an FOI 
request. The first mode is by placing 
a request in writing by filling out a 
form and submitting to the concerned 
agency’s Receiving Officer (RO). After 
the request is validated – ideally on the 
same day it was filed — it is forwarded 
to the Decision Maker (DM) to check 
if the agency holds the information 
requested, as well as if it is accessi-
ble or if it is a repeat of any previous 
request. The request is then given to the 
concerned officials to find the informa-

tion requested. If needed, the head of the 
agency would provide clearance prior to 
the release of information.

“For requestors who are illiterate and 
disabled, the agency’s RO can assist you 
by filling out the form and encoding the 
information in the portal,” said Ablan.

Deadline: 15 working days
The second mode of filing is through 

the eFOI platform, which requires the 
requestor to first create an account before 
submitting a request for information. 
After the needed fields are completed, the 
request is sent and forwarded to the RO of 
the concerned agency. The same process 
of validation, retrieval, and approval of 
release is done in this platform. If the 
request is approved, the reply will be 
posted in the user’s account.

The set maximum processing time 
for both platforms is 15 working days. 
In some cases, though, the agency may 
need an extension to study the request 
some more. In such instances, the agency 
is supposed to inform the requestor, while 
the extension should not be longer than 
20 working days.

In the online portal eFOI, a request is 
tagged ‘accepted’ if it has been accepted 
by the RO and forwarded to the DM. If 
the RO has not yet opened the request, 
it is tagged ‘pending.’

The request is tagged ‘processing’ once 
the DM acknowledges receipt and starts 

working on the response. The requestor, 
though, can be required to submit addi-
tional details about the request, which 
would then be tagged ‘awaiting clarifi-
cation.’

Clarification sought
When PCIJ took a look at the portal 

recently, however, 12 requests dated 
November 2016 to January 2017 were 
still waiting for clarification as of March 
14, 2017. Given the set time for process-
ing requests, these queries should have 
already had responses.

“We are still addressing this concern,” 
said Ablan. “Most of the DMs respond 
to the requests directly and fail to update 
the status in the portal. We still need to 
remind the DMs to close the loop by 
tagging the request as successful.”

A requestor can actually write an 
appeal letter addressed to the person in 
authority should an agency fail to provide 
a response within the set processing time. 
Action on the appeal is supposed to take 
place within 30 working days of its sub-
mission.

The requestor can also file an appro-
priate case in a court if all administra-
tive remedies have been exhausted and 
no resolution was made.

Ablan said that his office aims to have 
a seamless coordination and referral 
system among all the agencies, GOCCs, 
and SUCs in terms Cont. on page 6


