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A Reason To Celebrate 

     It is important to remember that the life of our Christian family is very much  
about celebration. The Holy Bible is full of references about celebrations.  The 
very calendar of the Episcopal Church commemorates the events in the life of our 
Lord, and, of course, every Sunday most of us celebrate the life, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Christ. As a Christian family we celebrate the birth of our 
children, the presentment of those children into the Christian faith through 
baptism, the transition of our members into a more mature faith at confirmation, 
the marriage of our friends and family, thanksgivings for blessings and healings 
and the celebration of lives faithfully lived at the time of funerals.  Christians are a 
joyful and celebrating people. Occasionally, we have reason to celebrate special 
events in our church life such as the anniversary of the founding of the church and 
the welcoming or departing of a minister.  This booklet is designed to help our 
congregations plan and successfully carry out such church celebrations.  

Remembering our Past 

           Remembering the past is a universal human experience.  We celebrate past 
events in our personal lives at the time of birthdays and wedding anniversaries, 
and as citizens of our state and nation we commemorate our history through 
special celebrations.  In the Christian family it is important that we remember and 
celebrate events that have enriched our lives and brought us to where we are 
today.  Remembering the history of our congregations is a critical part of  
Christian life. 

Getting Started 

     A special celebration of a church anniversary can happen on one day, over a 
weekend or over several weeks. However, a church should celebrate an 
anniversary of the founding of the church at least every twenty-five years.  
Planning such a celebration should start a year in advance of the event, and 
should involve as many members of the church as possible.  The initial steps of 
planning, however, should be limited to a small group in order to avoid 
unnecessary confusion or complication.  Starting about a year ahead of time, the 
Vestry and Rector should decide on a overall idea about the celebration and 
appoint a small working group to flesh out an outline and theme for the event.  
Once that group prepares a plan for the event, the vestry and Rector should review 
the plan and work with the planning group to refine the plan. Once the plan is 



approved, a committee structure should be put in place to carry out the details of 
the plan and committee leaders and members should be recruited. The most 
important committee for any plan should be the budget/finance committee as the 
budget will set the parameters of the event.  

The Budget and Finance Committee  

     Obviously, a good budget to plan and successfully accomplish a church 
celebration is critical.  The size and limits of the event will be determined by the 
funds available to the operation, and a proper budget should be prepared and 
presented for approval by the Vestry.  Typically, a large portion of the budget will 
go toward food, so it will be necessary to have church members on that budget 
committee who have knowledge of food costs and preparation.  Good budgeting 
will not only insure success for the event, but prevent going into debt.   

Finding a Theme 

     We know that words inspire, so deciding on a good theme will be very 
important in guiding the event.  A theme can be taken from a Bible verse or other 
idea, and used as a unifying force for the various activities, decorations, food, 
speakers, printings, music, and ceremonies.  The theme can be used to prepare 
logos, buttons, banners, bulletins, invitations and mailings. It can also be used to 
involve the children of the church in art activities, skits and music and a good 
theme builds unity and excitment.  

Reaching Everyone 

     In planning a church event, we need to remember that God’s church is made up 
of a lot of different kinds of people.  Children, young adults, singles, married 
couples, divorcees, widows and widowers, old folks and young energetic teens.  
Efforts should be made to involve as many church members as possible in 
planning and carrying out and enjoying a celebration.  When it comes to planning 
a celebration there are an endless number of ideas available to make the event a 
joyful occasion.  Obviously, we need to center the festivities around our Christian 
faith and either begin and/or end in the sanctuary in celebration worship.  
Working around the thanksgiving service, you can plan your banquet, food, videos, 
music, speakers and testimonials.  



The Banquet 

     There can be no question that Episcopalians like to eat.  Church dinners, pot 
luck suppers, Bar-B-Qs, Christmas and Thanksgivings feasts are just a part of our 
church lives, and we have a lot of expert experience in putting food on the table.  
When it comes to planning a big anniversary, the banquet should be a centerpiece 
of the event.  The nice thing about such a celebration is that we can reach out to 
old friends and members that have moved away, and invite them back to the 
church for a special banquet with time to visit, laugh and enjoy old times.  The 
banquet committee should be made up of the church members with a special talent 
for food preparation and meal planning.  This can be done by raising funds to pay 
for the meal, selling tickets, or having the church provide the main course, and 
letting the congregation bring the trimmings.  

Diocesan Policy on Alcohol Use 

        
 It is important to remember that the Dioceses of West Texas has a policy 
concerning the use of alcholic beverages at church functions.  A church wide 
celebration will likely have children present as well as members who have 
difficulty with substance abuse, and great care should be taken to know the 
Diocesan policy on alcohol use at such church functions.  Not only do we want to 
leave behind the time when we were facetiously refered to as “wiskeypalians,” but 
there are some real legal problems to think about is allowing uncontrolled use of 
alcohol by any sponsoring organization. Call the Bishop Jones Center to find out 
the Diocesian policy on alcohol use at a church finction, then discuss this with 
your Rector and Vestry to decide how or if you will use alcohol at your event.  

  
The History Committee 

     If you are planning a celebration of the anniversary of the church, a history of 
the mission or parish is critical to the success of the event. A special committee 
should be appointed to gather information about the church founding, and 
important events along the way.  The history committee should have a good church 
historian and writer to prepare a booklet or presentation of the history to be used 
during the service or banquet. You can even plan an event to highlight the history 
of the church and use the children to dress in period dress and act out historical 
events important to the church. We need to remember that a church is more than 



walls, and a history of a congregation is the story of it’s people.  A fun thing to do 
would be to send out a call to members of the church to bring in photographs of 
former members and ministers who have died or moved away so a photo display 
can be made of the pictures. Information and stories about the members can be 
displayed with the photograph.  Even more fun would be to have photographs of 
present and past church members when they were children, acolytes or Sunday 
school members.  The photo board may also include photographs and stories of 
memorable church events. Those members with video expertise can produce a 
video of the church events, people and ceremonies to be presented at the 
celebration banquet.  

     We enjoy hearing stories about the “good ole days.” Testimonials can be an 
important part of any church celebration, and an effort should be made to have 
members tell of their stories about the church. Videos can be made of folks that are 
now in nursing homes, or cannot attend the celebration to be shared during the 
celebration banquet.  Children can be included in this event to describe how the 
church is important to them. Our Episcopal churches often have schools as a part 
of the parish, and present and former students can be used to describe what the 
school meant to them in growing up. 
   

A Mission Project 

     A wonderful idea to commemorate a special anniversary or celebration of the 
church would be to have the congregation involved in a special mission project. 
Reaching outside the parish or mission to help someone else would be a good way 
to focus on the congregation as a missionary people.  There are many resources 
available for finding a need to be filled in the community to make the world a 
better place. Try to make the project a special part of the celebration so that all 
the members of the church can participate and enjoy giving to someone else.       

Timeline 

      
One  (1) year prior to the celebration - Vestry and Rector appoint a working group 
to prepare a plan. A kickoff date for the celebration is determined.  

Eleven (11) months prior to the celebration - The working group reports back to 
the Vestry and Rector with a rough plan and theme. The Vestry, Rector and 
working group finalize the plan, fill in the details, and settle on a theme, and 



appoint committees and identify committee leaders and workers. An overall 
project director is appointed and work begins on putting the plan into action. 

Ten  (10) months prior to the celebration - A report is made to the Rector and 
Vestry on the progress of the preparations.   

Six (6) months prior to the celebration - a progress report is made to the Rector 
and Vestry by the project director.  

Three (3) months prior to the celebration - a progress report is made to the Rector 
and Vestry and any problems resolved concerning the committee work and 
preparations.  

One (1) month prior to the celebration - final progress report is made to the 
Rector and Vestry, and  the celebration is set to start.  

Celebration starts. 

Committee Structure 

Project Chairperson 

Committees 

History/Video/Photo  Budget/Finance    Food/Banquet     Ceremony/Entertainment 

history research 

video                           fundraising          decorations            media/publicity 

photo board          budget compliance     flowers                              music  

                                                                                                invitations 

                                                                                                hospitality/welcoming 

                    



An Opportunity to Draw Close 

     Our church celebrations offer each mission or parish in the Diocese of West 
Texas an opportunity to draw closer together as a church family.  A celebration 
should provide an wonderful occasion to remember God’s faithfulness to his 
people and church.     

————————————————————————————————————— 


