
Sermon 133: Romans 11:28-32: God’s Gifts: Part Three
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INTRODUCTION

Is Israel the Holy Land today?  Is there an unconditional promise to Abraham that must see 
its fulfilment in blood descendants of Abraham, living in the literal land of Israel and 
enjoying political, agricultural and social blessings under a revived worship system?  Can we 
justify any atrocities committed by the Israeli armed forces as part and parcel of holy war 
and justified as Joshua and Caleb were in the OT?  The land of Israel has a special place in 
the heart of every Christian because it is where so much of our spiritual history takes place, 
and where Jesus Himself walked and spilled His blood.  The desire to see the place and be 
able to visualize more accurately some of the places we hear of in the Bible sets our hearts 
on pilgrimage.  Add to this deep desire some more modern views on how prophecy should 
be interpreted and you get Christians who are fixated on the land of Israel and God’s plan 
for the Jews.  I have feared to preach more on Romans 11 and God’s plan for Israel than 
Romans 9 and the reality of unconditional election because we are so invested and certain 
views of Israel that a person’s Christianity hangs in the balance if you don’t have a certain 
view of prophecy.  

Today we are going to have our third and final look at Romans 11:28-32.  We have been 
looking at the gifts and calling of God that are irrevocable.  We have highlighted that there 
are those who believe that these gifts and callings are to be seen as the literal fulfilment of 
all the OT prophecies which usually come from a Dispensational position.  We have 
highlighted that in the book of Romans the words ‘gift’ and ‘calling’ relate primarily to 
salvation blessings and are not indications of a reinstitution of the temple, the priesthood, 
nor the land as God’s end game for Israel.  We have tried to show how many of those 
promises of the OT find a better than literal fulfilment in Christ.  In Christ we have and are a
better temple than Ezekiel’s temple, in Christ we have superior sacrifices and a better and 
eternal highpriesthhood that can never be replaced or followed by another.  Today we are 
going to be looking at the holy cow of many Christians, a hobby horse and darling of many 
prophetic positions.  What is God’s plan for the land of Israel?  Is the land going to return to
the centre stage of God’s plan of salvation for Israel and the world?  All Premillennial views 
say yes, looking to the millennium as the time and place that the land will once again take 
centre stage.  Today I would like to kick a hornets nest and say no!  

All differences over prophecy come down to different methods of interpreting the bible, your
method of interpretation will determine your beliefs.  What is the safest hermeneutic when 
interpreting God’s word?  To let scripture interpret scripture!  It sounds simple but many of 
our assumptions about how we think God will speak about things have to be dumped when 
we realise how the bible interprets itself.  In order to be truly submitted to scripture we not 
only have to have it as our ultimate source of truth, but we must also listen to it when it 
tells us how we are to interpret it.  Many people claim the bible as their ultimate authority; 
the issue is whether we are consistent with how it interprets itself.  So today we want to 
hear how the bible speaks of the land of Israel.  Firstly, we want to listen to the NT interpret
the OT; secondly, we want to see how the bible ends determines how we read the beginning
and middle parts; and thirdly, we want to look at how the bible itself sees prophecies being 



fulfilled.  Before we kick off let me say two things, firstly, be aware that every single one of 
you already has a set of assumptions about how things should be interpreted.  You are 21st 
century people who have been exposed to various forms of theology and had certain shared
experiences of education.  Secondly, there will be certain things that you assume are correct
yet the bible will challenge.  I ask you to learn from and submit to scripture.  Test all that I 
say that it is indeed what the bible says, let your conscience be bound by that alone not 
your traditions or even my opinions.  

NT interpreting the OT

The promise of land was originally given to Abraham in Gen. 12:1-3, ‘Now the LORD said to 
Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I 
will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."’  The 
typical Dispensational view says that these promise are to be read unconditionally and 
literally, in other words, no matter what, the promise of a gift of eternal land, a nation from 
Abraham’s body living in that land, and with the Messiah enthroned as King ruling over the 
nations and being a blessing to them.  Jesus in His first coming came to Israel and offered 
them this kingdom but they rejected it so now all these things await a future literal 
fulfilment in the millennium.  At least that is their interpretation.  But is this the way the NT 
understands the promise of land?

There are several places where we can see that limiting our horizon to Palestine was not the
original intention on God’s part.  We will see from the various verses we will now consider 
that God was using the land of Israel as a type that points beyond itself to something 
greater and that the fulfilment transcends the literal meaning.  We will see that the OT was 
stating things in a seed form that will be shed for a greater fulfilment.  Let us begin with the
words of Christ.  Matt. 5:5, ‘"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.’  This is a
well-known beatitude to us, but what many may not know is that it is a quote from Ps. 
37:11, ‘But the meek shall inherit the land and delight themselves in abundant peace.’  
Please notice that Jesus takes a verse that in its original context indicated the land of Israel 
and expanded it to include the earth.  6 times in this psalm the faithful Jew is promised 
inhabitation of the land.  This is presented as a promise to cling to even while the wicked 
are in their midst.  This psalm was working in the context of the Mosaic covenant under its 
conditions of blessings and curses.  Jesus takes something that was promising a fulfilment of
the promise to Abraham’s offspring and expands it out to intended borders, the whole earth.
The people of Israel inhabiting the land was always only a microcosm of what God intended 
to do in Christ and give us a new creation.  

I know there will be those who want to argue against this and say, ‘But is this how Abraham
would have understood the promise?’  Did Abraham realise that God was not promising 
Palestine as an eternal inheritance but something else beyond it?  Abraham is not here for 
us to ask so we need to see if there are any NT verses that help us to understand this.  
Rom. 4:13, ‘For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world
did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.’  Paul in his discussion 
on Abraham’s justification by faith makes an incidental reference to the promise of Gen. 12. 
Did you notice that Paul saw this promises not pointing to a part of the world but the whole 
world?  
Hebrews 11:8-10, ‘By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By 
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac 



and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.’  Here we are clearly told that 
Abraham was able to tolerate living as a pilgrim even in the land of Palestine that he had 
been promised because he knew that the land itself was not his home but pointing to his 
true home, the New Jerusalem.  This matter is repeated in v13-16, ‘These all died in faith, 
not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people 
who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been 
thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.’  
In other words if you had asked Abraham whether he thought that Palestine would be his 
eternal inheritance the answer would have been no.  
Likewise Peter when he addresses the church in the language of elect exiles, he speaks of 
their inheritance not in Palestine but kept in heaven for them, 1 Pet. 1:3-4, ‘Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.’  

Will you allow the NT to tell you how to interpret what God’s fulfilment to His own promises 
looks like? 

Eschatology interpreting protology

To begin with the land of Israel and then insist on a future eternal Israel centred kingdom is 
like starting a book in the middle without knowing about the beginning or the end.  The 
bible is a book that has a beginning, a middle and an end with three important pieces of real
estate which we have to consider if we want to know the significance of the land of Israel.  
The original piece of real estate we have to think about is Eden.  There God put the first 
Adam, it was intended to be a kingdom where man as God’s vice-regent would put all of 
God’s will into effect.  It was to be a place where God and man would dwell together in 
fellowship and a human society under God would be developed.  However, it all fell apart 
when Adam sinned.  God subjected his domain, the earth to the effects of the judgement.  
However, God made a promise that another man born of a woman would come and crush 
satan and the effects he had brought.  This promise of course was pointing forward to Christ
who would undo al the works of satan.  Christ would by His death and resurrection obey 
where Adam disobeyed, He would receive a reward where Adam had received a curse and 
God would grant Him a kingdom to rule over, a man, a God-man who would be over His 
kingdom.  So we have the book ends of Eden which was lost by the first Adam, and the New
Creation which was won by the Second Adam.  And in between we have Abraham and 
Israel.  

The promise of land is a promise looking back to what Adam lost and looking forward to 
what Christ would win, it was never an end in itself but pointing to something bigger.  Think 
on it, in Israel God would live in the midst of His people, they would experience Eden like 
abundance, the land ideally should be free from the seed of the serpent, and it would be 
reigned over by a son of Adam who would be God’s vice-regent.  The land looked back to 
what Adam had lost and tried to introduce the idea of cleansing the land of satanic 
elements, God in their midst, Edenic fruitfulness, and the blessing of offspring, all as a 
means to blessing creation.  But Israel sinned just as Adam sinned and was driven from the 
land as Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden.  Every King failed, every judge failed, 
the Mosaic covenant was only ever a schoolmaster preparing us for something beyond itself,



a Second Adam who would be the perfect prophet, priest and King, who would build God’s 
temple, drive the serpent out of God’s creation, atone for man’s sin, rule with perfect rule, 
and succeed everywhere Adam had failed.  The land of Israel was a picture of Eden 
restored, but was never the fulfilment itself, it was a type of something bigger and better, 
the new creation.  There are three pieces of real estate in the bible one has to think of and 
their development not just one.  To get bogged down in Israel is to have only the middle of 
a book and not the beginning and the end.  

As we think of the promise to Abraham we have to review how we think it should have been
fulfilled.  Paul tells us in Gal. 3:16 that the promise made to Abraham and his offspring was 
not made to Abraham and the Jews but to Christ, ‘Now the promises were made to Abraham
and to his offspring. It does not say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to 
one, "And to your offspring," who is Christ.’  So think of it, the three promises of land, 
offspring and blessing, how will they be fulfilled in Christ?  They are fulfilled in people from 
all nations not only Jews becoming children of Abraham by faith.  By the blessing of eternal 
salvation not merely the blessings of fruitful crops and wombs coming upon all nations.  And
by the blessing of a new creation which the land always pointed to.  Christ receives all the 
promises, they are all yes and Amen in Him, and we receive them because we are one with 
Him.  As wife shares in all her husband’s possessions so we share in the promises Christ 
receives.  We are offspring of Abraham in Him, receive the blessings of eternal salvation in 
Him, and are co-heirs of the inheritance He receives by His obedience.  We will receive not 
only Palestine but the whole earth, the new creation in Him.  1 Cor. 2:21-23, ‘So let no one 
boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or 
life or death or the present or the future---all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ 
is God's.’  

Just think of Jerusalem with me for a moment.  Many fixate on Jerusalem, and all the 
trappings of a temple and hope to see another Davidic throne set up there on earth.  But in 
truth Jerusalem, just like the land functions as a type.  Think of the first reference to 
Jerusalem.  We have it in Gen. 14:18, it is called Salem and is the place where Melchizedek 
rules.  The king of righteousness ruling as priest-king in the place of peace.  Think then of 
the fact that the mount Moriah, or the temple mount in Jerusalem is the place where 
Abraham was going to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, but God provided another sacrifice and 
spared his life.  It was the place of David’s throne, the place of Solomon’s temple, and the 
NT itself also sees it as pointing upwards and forwards to the new creation.  Gal. 4:29, Heb. 
12:22-24, Rev. 21-22.  Jesus Himself spoke of Jerusalem with the temple mount becoming 
redundant with the coming of the Spirit to the woman at the well, John 4:21-24, ‘Jesus said 
to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth."’  Jerusalem is not an end in itself but a type.

Fulfilment interpreting prophecy

Our main mistake when it comes to interpreting the OT is thinking that we already know 
how to read it.  We think that we need to read it like we read any other book, this is only 
half true.  When reading any other book you would employ the grammatico-historical 
method.  In other words you would seek to understand the text from the vantage point of 
the original hearers by studying the grammar and historical situation of the audience and 
author.  This is very good sense when handling any text, but the bible is a text like none 



other.  It has two authors and more than one audience in view.  God as well as the human 
author has intentions in the text, and God has written for future readers to understand the 
outworking of progressive revelation and the fulfilments of prophecy as well.  To miss this 
fact that the bible has two authors and not just one, and more than one intended audience 
has led to a default to a literal where possible approach which is completely insensitive to 
things like prophecy.  For this reason we must not default to a literal where possible 
approach and allow the scriptures to teach you how to read them.  

I want to give an example of this.  Isaiah 65:17-25.  You will notice in v17 that Isaiah is 
prophesying about the new creation.  However, this new creation has some surprising 
features that the NT tells us shouldn’t be there.  In v20 we see infants, when there is no 
marriage.  We see old men living long lives and then dying and no young men dying before 
100, when death has been defeated.  We even see that sinners are there.  This prophecy is 
taken literally will be in contradiction with the NT.  We however realise now that God was 
speaking into the situation and context of the original hearers about things that were future 
but not in their fullest sense.  We see the covenantal context that would hope to see 
fruitfulness of the land and womb, peace between man and beast, no cot death or children 
dying, all near Jerusalem.  This was the OT experience made bigger, but not perfected as we
see it in Revelation.  In other words, to approach this text with a default literal where 
possible approach insensitive to types, progressive revelation, and allowing the NT to be the 
inspired commentary on the text you will come up with many of the notions we find in 
Christian views of prophecy today.  The OT promises were temple centred, circumcision 
centred, Jerusalem centred and Israel centred because that was their experience and to 
speak of the future in any other way would make no sense to their present experience.  This
is not a case of spiritualising the text and sacrificing the literal meaning it is to tap into the 
author’s intent, the second author God, by looking at the NT to know how the fulfilment 
helps us interpret the prophecy.  I believe it is this basic mistake that has led to views that 
expect literal temples, priesthoods, sacrificial systems and Jerusalem and Israel centred 
views of the future. And we have robbed ourselves of the bigger and better picture that they
were intending to point us to.

I can imagine two different responses to what I have said, the first is anger because the 
cherished way of reading the bible you were always told was the mark of orthodoxy has 
been challenged.  I beg you to search the scriptures and test what I have said.  Ask yourself
whether you are in fact allowing the bible to shape your hermeneutic or your traditions.  
Secondly, I can imagine other people saying, ‘So what!’  I am suffering with illness, family 
problems, employment issues, and want to know how I can grow closer to God and all you 
have done is give me a lecture about a bunch of different viewpoints I won’t remember 
when I walk out of here.  Let me tell you why this issue is extremely relevant to your life.  
Heb. 11:13, ‘These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth.’  Firstly, we are reminded that this is not our home.  If you really 
have your mind set on the true inheritance that awaits you are you living like your treasure 
is still future?  Are you invested in the here and now to such an extent that you would even 
sin against God to have these temporary things? They can be sexual pleasure, monetary 
wealth, fame, fleshly comforts, aesthetic beauties, and many other fading and rusting 
trinkets.  To have your mind set on these wonderful things that await us cause us to despise
sin.
Secondly, Rom. 8:17-25, ‘For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 



will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience.’  If your mind is set on these things truly you will be hopeful and if your 
hope is based on God’s promised and is the certain hope of biblical faith then you will be 
patient in trials.  Your true home is never finally destroyed, your true body is never finally 
destroyed, for Christ has secured all this for us, and the proportions of what we are going to
partake in are fit for the king of Kings, for we are co-heirs with Him.  
This future we are told is also incentive for holiness, 1 John 3:2-3, ‘Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.’  To have these truths of what is coming firmly 
fixed in our minds will focus us upon our identity and destiny, we are not pigs here to wallow
in the mires of sin we are redeemed children of God one day going to be perfected in His 
own image.  Are we living the lie of the unbelieving mind that thinks we are made for sinful 
pleasures or are we fixed on the truth of what we will one day be?  
Finally, I need to ask you if this is the future you are headed towards.  The promise of a new
creation is promised to all those who have trusted in Christ, and even now Christ calls us to 
come and take of this gift of eternal life freely, Rev. 22:17, ‘ The Spirit and the Bride 
say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; 
let the one who desires take the water of life without price.’  Realise the destiny God has 
made you for, you are intended for eternal things not the sinful fleeting things of this life.  
Turn from these things in repentance and come to Christ for cleansing, He will turn no one 
away who comes in true humility.  

  
        

   
 

     


