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MABUHAY ANG PILIPINO!!! BAGUIO CITY,  AND LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET               LONG LIVE THE FILIPINO!!!

Tired of Graft &
Corruption?

Call: (074) 620-0641,  448-0645    mobile phones: (0917) 5069123, or you can
 write to P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio City         e-mail: contact@linisgobyerno.org

Linis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis Gobyerno     is an anti-graft, corruption prevention and detection office.

on
 p

ag
e 

5

“The greatness of a nation
and its moral progress can
be judged by the way its
animals are treated.”

-Mahatma Gandhi
(a message by Linis Gobyerno

www.linisgobyerno.org)

...on page 5

STUDENTS...
p. 7

Students oppose bus
fare increase

...on page 9

BAGUIO CITY –
Different sectors of the
riding public and orga-
nizations here in the
Cordillera Administra-
tive Region (CAR),
majority of whom are
students, opposed the
Proposed Increase in
the Rates of Special
Fare for Public Utility
Bus Service in the
CAR Region.

In their signed
petition, they say that
the Special Fare Rate is
an additional burden to
the riding public espe-

cially for students and
majority masses of the
Cordillera.

The petition
stemmed from a Joint
Position Paper submit-
ted by Dangwa Trans.
Co. Inc., Rising Sun
Transport System Inc.,
Gregory Lizardo of
Lizardo Trans.and An-
thony Mendoza, Et.Al.
for increase in the rates
of Special Fare for Pub-
lic Utility Buses in CAR

...on page 8

...on page 6

NEW  TREES FOR OLD? Its more like new trees for cleaned-out, once-standing healthy trees.
The City Council has set an investigation on this on-going construction  of Caltex where they
cut numerous Benguet pine trees, and while the DENR has placed as a condition  that Caltex
plant 4,000 pine tree seedlings, nothing can replace the already average-sized trees that were
summarily cut. Well, we cannot have everything, so to speak. It is just too sad that it is always
the environment that suffers for so-called development.

Benguet Corp. hits
BAWADI on bulk
water issue

Mayor answers
Jadewell’s complaint to
Malacañang

Baguio Journalists Not
Spared From Media
Violence

Dad Wants to
Investigate an “Anti-
graft” group in City
Hall

There will be no “Miss
Baguio” for this year’s
Baguio Day

“Cement
Tree”
Committee To
Be Created

...on page 10

Public Un-Represented
in Taxi Fare Hike
Hearing ...on page 2

Dad Requests Taxis to Use
Special Meters ...on page 2
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Number Coding Scheme:

Better Than Nothing
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Public Un-Represented in Taxi Fare
Hike Hearing

BAGUIO CITY-
The Federation of Taxi
Operators and Driver
Associations, Inc.of
Baguio and Benguet
( F E D O T A I - B B )
pleaded, last Thurs-
day, August 19, to the
office of the Land
Transportation Fran-
chising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) ap-
proval for fare increase
of taxis in Metro
Baguio.

In their petition
submitted to the
LTFRB, they state that
one of the purposes of
the petition is the pro-
tection of the rights
and interests of its
member-associations
particularly the return
of investments of duly
authorized and fran-
chised individual taxi
operators in the city,
so that the collapse of
the public transporta-
tion business specifi-
cally the taxi will be
averted.

The FETODAI-
BB was represented by
its group president,
Rudy S. Clemente Sr.
and their legal counsel
Roberto Mabalot.

The group ar-
gues that from the year
2000 to June 6, 2004,
there have been numer-
ous increases in the
prices of gasoline and
oil as well as the con-
sequent increases in
the costs of tires and
spare parts for the op-
erational and mainte-
nance expenses of taxi
in Baguio.

That the said in-
creases in prices

coupled by the fact of
limited number of pas-
sengers, traffic prob-
lems, the presently
implemented Number
Coding scheme for
motor vehicles in
Baguio and the stiff
and unlawful competi-
tion posed by the op-
eration of “colorum”
units and unabated
operation of vehicle-
for-hire or garage units
as taxis, and not to
mention the sudden
increase in the number
of authorized taxis
have all resulted to the
reduction and de-
crease in the daily earn-
ings of taxi drivers and
the corresponding re-
turn of investments of
the legitimate taxi op-
erators, thus, the taxi
business became a
break-even enterprise.

The LTFRB
Board, in the year 2000,
fixed the rates of taxis
in Baguio to a Flag
Down Rate of twenty
pesos (P20.00), one
peso for every suc-
ceeding 200 meters and
another one peso for a
waiting time of one
minute and thirty sec-
onds.  There has been
no fare rate increase
ever since.

The group said
that in order to cope up
with the inevitable in-
crease in the operation
of the taxi business, the
fare rate increase is
necessary.

The proposed
rate submitted by the
group includes a Flag
Down Rate of twenty-
seven pesos (P27.00)

for the 1st 500 meters,
an additional rate of
P2.00 for the next suc-
ceeding 250 meters and
P2.00 for a waiting time
of one minute and
thirty seconds.

The proposed
rate, if granted, would
more or less compen-
sate for the losses it
incurred by virtue of
the increases pro-
posed.  The ample earn-
ings, they say, will also
decently support a
family as well as to
properly maintain the
units in operation.

Another group
of drivers and opera-
tors also presented a
different rate hike but
was not entertained by
the LTFRB Board rep-
resented by Regional
Director Alfredo
Mondiguing, because
they were not properly
represented by a coun-
sel.

In their pro-
posal, the Flag Down
Rate amounts to
twenty-five pesos
(P25.00) for the 1st 400
meters, one peso
(P1.00) for the suc-
ceeding 150 meters and
one peso (P1.00) for  a
waiting time of one
minute.

No representa-
tives of the riding pub-
lic were present to op-
pose the petition for the
taxi fare rate increase
despite public notices
for its hearing.  The
next hearing is sched-
uled on August 27,
2004, 2:30PM at the
LTFRB Office in
Pacdal./MGB

Benguet Corp. hits BAWADI on bulk
water issue

LA TRINIDAD,
Benguet: The Benguet
Corporation is mulling
to file a protest against
the Baguio Water Dis-
trict for what it claimed
as unjustifiable in dis-
qualifying the com-
pany to bid in the bulk
water supply project.

During the
weekly Kapihan sa
Benguet, BC President
Philip Romualdez dis-
claimed earlier report
made by the BAWADI
that the BC failed to
meet the requirements
on quantity and
qualify standards of
the project.

R o m u a l d e z
stressed that after
spending more or less
P80 million pesos for
more than 10 years on
the studies the com-
pany conducted within
the BLIST areas to de-
termine its capacity
and ability to supply
the water demand of
Baguio City, it is ready
and willing to file the
protest bond amount-
ing to P7.3 million to

prove its point.
“The Benguet

Corporation has stud-
ied the water situation
for 50 years within the
BLIST areas,” he said.

The BC presi-
dent scored delaying
tactics allegedly per-
petuated by the
BAWADI management
saying the latter is not
in favor of bulk water
supply project be-
cause  “it is actually up
for adopting the drill-
ing system.”

Romualdez said
no amount of addi-
tional drilling of wells
will solve the water
problem since it will
only draw water from
the same depleting
source adding that
such approach would
result in overdrawing
from the aquifer that
may only cause
ground instability and
subsidence.

“For BWD to
say that it is ready for
a failure of bidding is a
gross misstatement of
its inability to deal with
a crisis that will only
worsen,” he added.

R o m u a l d e z
stated that the bid of
the company is techni-
cally sound since it can
supply the needed
50,000 cubic meters
water requirement at
P40 per cubic meter
through the firm’s res-
ervoir for 25 years.

R o m u a l d e z
blamed the BWD’s
Procurement, Bids and
Awards Committee in
rejecting the
company’s envelope
B. He said the commit-
tee is not yet ready for
the bulk water supply
since the distribution
system has not yet
been completed.

The company
president scored that
failure of bidding at this
time is BAWADI’s way
of evading responsibil-
ity paying its loan with
the Australian govern-
ment which is sup-
posed to take effect
this December had all
processes in the bulk
water supply project
were undertaken as

Dad Requests Taxis to Use Special
Meters

BAGUIO CITY -
Special Taxi Meters,
according to Councilor
Leandro Yangot Jr., will
help weed out the pro-
liferation of colorum
units in the city since
it will be issuing out
receipts that would
contain the taxi
operator’s name, ad-
dress, telephone num-
ber, taxi identification
number and the unit’s
license plate number
and color-coded body
number.

There is a need
to combat the rise of
unscrupulous drivers,
Yangot says, and the
only means to minimize
this is for concerned
government agencies
to require all taxi units

to use the special taxi
meters.

Yangot remarks
that the common com-
plaint of passengers,
including tourists who
visit the city, is that
most drivers often
overcharge them, espe-
cially during the night
when law enforcers are
no longer visible and
one can hardly read
the name or plate num-
ber of the taxi.

There are ap-
proximately 5,000 taxi
units using the digital-
type taxi meters which
are plying the city’s
streets and that of
neighboring towns of
the province of
Benguet.

Another major
problem that concerns
the use of these taxi

meters is the dissimilar
speed of meters.  A lot
of taxis going around
have a faster meter than
others, that’s why the
amount of taxi fare one
pays vary even if the
traveled distance is the
same.

The fare from
Session Road to Hill-
side, for example, will
cost P32.00 – P35.00 at
an average.  But with
faster meters installed
in some taxis, the fare
cost would amount to
a staggering P45.00 –
P50.00.

Yangot adds
that the benefits to be
derived for the use of
special taxi meters
would be a positive
factor that compli-
ments the city’s cam-

DAD... p. 3
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paign in promoting a
tourism-friendly and
safe business environ-
ment.

It would also be
enough if taxi units will
just issue a receipt to
the vast riding public.

In the councilors
proposed resolution,
he is urging the De-
partment of Transpor-
tation and Communica-
tion Cordillera Admin-
istrative Region
(DOTC-CAR), the
Land Transportation
Office (LTO) and the
Land Transportation
Franchising Regula-
tory Board (LTFRB) to
immediately implement
the use of special taxi
meters for all taxi units
in the city.

This proposal is
also timely since taxi
drivers and operators
are currently in the
process of asking the
LTFRB to grant them
increase in taxi fares./
MGB

DAD...
...from p. 2

Ifugao Considering Creation of
Employment Assistance Center

L A G A W E ,
Ifugao—In order to
assist local job seekers
from the province of
Ifugao by providing
them information and
referral pertaining to
job openings or vacan-
cies in the public and
private sectors locally
and abroad, the Ifugao
S a n g g u n i a n g
Panlalawigan is pro-
posing an ordinance
for the creation of a
Provincial Employment
Assistance Office
(PEAO) to the prov-
ince.

Co-authored by
neophyte Board Mem-
bers Pedro Mayan-o
and Robert Humiwat
and now on its second
reading the ordinance
also aims to establish
a manpower pool that
can be readily tapped
by employers for un-

employment that can
eventually help reduce
the unemployment
problem of the prov-
ince.

The proposed
ordinance also stated
that the employment
assistance office
should be created un-
der the supervision
and control of the Pro-
vincial Governor and
composed of two per-
sonnel, one shall be
appointed as Provin-
cial Employment Assis-
tance Officer with an
equivalent rank as unit
head and the other as
programmer of which
their qualification stan-
dard, duties and re-
sponsibilities and sal-
ary grades shall be de-
termined by the Pro-
vincial Governor sub-
ject to the review and
approval by the

S a n g g u n i a n
Panlalawigan.

If the ordinance
will be approved, of-
fices in the public and
private sectors situ-
ated in the province
whether national or lo-
cal should furnish the
office of the Provincial
Governor through the
PEAO five days from
the existence of job
opening or vacancies
in their offices.

Moreover, five
days after the job open-
ings or vacancies are
filled up, the concerned
Head of Office should
inform the office of the
Provincial Governor
through the PEAO in-
dicating the job open-
ings or vacancies al-
ready filled up as basis
for the PEAO to up-
date its data base on
job openings or vacan-
cies.

The ordinance
also contain a penalty
clause that any viola-
tion of this law for the
first time shall be given
a reminder, violation for
the second time will be
a reprimand and for the
third time upon convic-
tion be penalized with
a fine of five thousand
pesos but not more
than six months or both
at the discretion of the
court.

In addition, if the
offender is a govern-
ment official or em-
ployee, he/she should
suffer the penalties
provided under civil
service laws, rules and
regulations.

According to
Board member Mayan-
o if this ordinance will
be approved with the
corresponding budget,
it will help very much
those capable and
qualified Ifugao pro-
fessionals to be em-
ployed or find jobs./
Dan Codamon (PIA –
Ifugao)

Kapangan And Itogon Rebuke
Jueteng Operations

LA TRINIDAD,
Benguet: Two local
government units
strongly condemned
existence of jueteng in
their respective locali-
ties.

The towns of
Kapangan and Itogon
this week furnished the
provincial board with
copy of their individual
measures on their
stand against the op-
eration of jueteng.

This developed
in the wake of a com-
mitment issued by
newly installed Provin-
cial Police Office Direc-
tor Senior Supt.
Villamor Bumanglag to
intensify their cam-
paign against the op-
eration of jueteng in the
province.

Bumanglag said
existence of jueteng is
more of a social and

economic problem that
needs the cooperation
of the public since the
victims are the perpe-
trators themselves
adding that, “We will
intensify our efforts
(on the eradication) of
this (but) everyone’s
role is needed.

Earlier the pro-
vincial board asked
Governor Borromeo
Melchor to reiterate an
open commitment op-
posing the operation
who on his part vowed
to tap religious groups
to help his administra-
tion to stop operation
of any form of illegal
gambling in the prov-
ince.

Itogon enacted
Resolution No. 2004-96
reiterating their oppo-
sition on jueteng op-
erations stating among
others that, ‘ this is to
support the declaration
of Hon. Borromeo
Melchor Governor-
elect of the Province of
Benguet that he is
against the operation
of jueteng.”

Itogon council
asked local Chief of
Police P/Sr. Inspector
Joseph Paulo
Bayongasan to ac-

tively monitor, prevent
and thwart the said il-
legal activity in the
municipality.

K a p a n g a n ,
meanwhile passed
Resolution No.2004-30,
“Rejecting the Opera-
tion of Jueteng and
Any Form of Illegal
Gambling in the Promo-
tion of an Atmosphere
of Peace and Order in
the Municipality.”

The passage of
said measure stemmed
from a report made by
Mayor Rogelio Leon
that “a jueteng group
of officials approached
him and proposed the
operation.”

This accordingly
prompted the local
government unit to
conduct a dialogue
with local barangay of-
ficials that resulted to
a unanimous decision
not to allow the opera-
tion.

The measures
enacted by the two
LGUs were referred to
the Committee on
Peace and Order
headed by board mem-
ber William Esteban for
its appropriate action
and recommendation./
Tina Sales

Senior Citizens Soon to
Lord-over Benguet
Provincials Posts

LA TRINIDAD,
Benguet: The measure
allowing elder mem-
bers of Benguet popu-
lace to have their
chance to occupy po-
litical position at the
Provincial level for a
day is as good as ap-
proved.

Enacted on sec-
ond reading this week,
the measure is ex-
pected to take affect
coinciding the week-
long celebration of Eld-
erly Filipino Week in
October.

P r o p o n e n t

Board Member
Aloysius Kato said,
“senior citizens in our
province are dynami-
cally and actively in-
volved in numerous
endeavors. They must
be given a chance to
mold or shape and con-
vert their wisdom to
policy directives of the
province. They have
much to say, they have
much vision.”

A senior citizen
at age 60 is qualified to
be an official for a day,
provided he or she is a
member of the munici-

pal federation of senior
citizens of the 13
towns.

A minor change,
however, was made
upon approval of the
measure. In an earlier
move one of the provi-
sions stated that the
elderly members shall
occupy for a day the
posts as governor,
vice-governor, council
members and head of
offices, for a total of 29
seats. This week it was
agreed the positions
shall be limited to elec-
tive posts, thus from
the previous of 29
seats, these then be
limited to 15.

The nomination
process for officials
will be done at the mu-
nicipal federation level
selecting two nomi-
nees. The first three
municipalities with the
highest number of se-
nior citizens shall have
three nominees.

The Provincial
Social Welfare and De-
velopment will be
tasked to coordinate
the nomination and
election process. It is

also tasked to prepare
a program design for
the smooth flow and
effective implementa-
tion of the measure.

After determin-
ing the identities of the
nominees and after
they shall have con-
ducted their election as
to who what post to
occupy, each one is
entitled to a meal and
transportation allow-
ance in the amount of
two thousand pesos.

In addition, Sec-
tion 5 of the measure
indicated that the se-
nior citizens’ honoraria
will be equivalent to the
one-day salary of the
officials and officers
chargeable from the
un-appropriated sur-
plus of the General
Fund beginning this
year.

For purposes of
continuing implementa-
tion of this measure,
the amount of P100,000
shall be incorporated in
the annual provincial
budget every year un-
der the 20% provincial
development fund be-
ginning 2005./Tina
Sales (PIA-Benguet)
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DEPTHNEWS

 By Juan L. Mercado

Half-Remembered “IOUs”

Of  Gratitude

Barely two months in office, yet this new local

administration has already started sinking.

The people who elected them into office are now

aghast that their campaign promises are not being

fulfilled, most popular of which is the Jadewell issue.

People are now coming into the realization that whatever

the Mayor says,

he cannot do

anything to drive

away Jadewell.

Nothing happened to his “very popular” 72-hours

deadline. Now the motorists decided to ignore his

hypocritical first order (as mayor of this city) instructing

the motorists not to pay parking fees to Jadewell. And

while he always mouths (alleged) several violations and

irregularities in Jadewell operations, people cannot

understand why he (a mayor, a former councilor, and a

former RTC Judge at that) cannot file a case against

Jadewell. People cannot understand why despite the string

of alleged violations he loves to enumerate, he cannot do

anything to once and for all stop the Jadewell operation. Is

the mayor cowed? Is the mayor inutile? Did the mayor just

use the issue to propel his popularity and win the

mayoralty seat?

Then now, eyes are focused on the concrete pine tree

atop Session Rd., which the mayor also promised to “cut-

down”. Now, the mayor is singing a different tune as he

wants a committee to study whether to cut it down or not.

And what about jueteng and illegal gambling? It is not

enough that the operators of jeuteng do not conduct their

“bola” in the city. The collection and betting should stop,

no less. The bingo operations which give cash prizes

should also stop. These are illegal forms of gambling, and

before wishing to stop a legal one, the mayor should focus

on the illegal. Attempting to stop gambling allowable by

law is “over-acting” to say the least, and considered

hypocrisy most especially if its coming from a self-

confessed gambler.

Then in order to project an image of clean

governance, the mayor installed (formally or not) a so-

called corruption-prevention-unit, run by hypocrites and

swell-headed individuals. This group surrounding the

mayor, instead of helping him look good and smell good, is

slowly becoming a liability. Strutting their so-called

authority as corruption prevention units (mind you, they

even introduce themselves as members of the Office of

the Ombudsman), they are now trying to intimidate city

hall people, as a councilor puts it, Gestapo-type! These

people do not understand that any taxpayer has the right

to question a public servant. But there are ways of doing

it, and it should be legal. But to some people who think

they have all the power brought about by their so-called

association with the mayor and with the ombudsman, they

do not know any better. As they say nakatuntong lang sa

kalabaw, akala niya kalabaw na siya. Worse, this group is

headed by some so-called religious people! He could have

thought he got the right people. But one thing he should

know is that these are the hypocrites of the worst kind –

using the name of God for their crooked ways.

Some marked yesterday the birthday of Senator Benigno Aquino,
gunned down by the Marcos dictatorship on Manila’s airport tarmac. But
for many, Ninoy’s memory is, a Pulse Asia survey shows, increasingly
blurred.

This is most marked among the young. Most are engrossed by soaps
of the day: from dubbed-Mexican televenovellas to “Good Morning Kris”
ironically starring Ninoy’s youngest daughter: Kris.

Surprised? “We Filipinos have a very special problem,” Ateneo Uni-
versity president Bienvenido Nebres, SJ, observed. “We have very little
collective memory of the past. We tend to live in a perpetual present.and
get by on feeling, without a national memory and historical perspective.”

“Many find it difficult to distinguish between movies and reality.
They fuse into one,” Father Nebres wrote in 1993. That was long before
Erap and “Da King” blipped on political radar screens. “Thus, we can not
see very well into the future.”

This ritual offers a chance to break loose, even briefly, from hand-
cuffs to the present. Recalling the past help us glimpse what lies ahead.
“The future is the most expensive luxury in the world,” wrote Thornton
Wilder, author of The Bridge of San Luis Rey.

Some remember by telling martial law jokes. Marcos demanded of
God: “When will Imelda become president?”. And the good Lord replied :
“Not in MY lifetime.”

Others re-sing protest songs of old : from Herber Bartolome’s rock
Hoy Utol, Buto’t Balat Ka Na (“Hey Brod, You’re All Skin And Bones But
Still You Sleep” ) to Jess Santiago’s Huling Balita.

Because of media repression during martial law, songs became the
people’s alternative press,”  University of the Philippines Teresita Maceda
writes.

“The power of these songs sometimes ( were anchored ) to the very
absence of direct reference to acts of violence.”
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Better Than Nothing
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Joey Ayala, for
example, does not di-
rectly assail those who
uprooted a village,
Maceda notes. In
Santa Filomena, Ayala
uses “a lone swallow
that is greeted by eerie
silence in the aban-
doned village, rice
stalks that droop, rip-
ened fruit that only the
wind plucks.to lament
the hamletting.”

Some ask a series
of “What If” ques-
tions. These can
quickly turn into a cold
shower of reality.

What if, for ex-
ample, Benigno
Aquino chickened?
What if he caved in the
threats-cum-incen-
tives, and served, as ,
as “New Society”
barker along with : Juan
Ponce Enrile, Eduardo

state funeral that an
Imelda presidency
would have ordered?

Would he march
meekly behind the
horse drawn caisson
that would bring the
dictator’s corpse for
burial at Libingan Ng
Mga Bayani?

He’d be in “dis-
tinguished” company:
Imee as Batasan
speaker; Bongbong as
secretary of national
defense, Irene as fi-
nance secretary and
Kokoy Romualdez as
foreign afffairs secre-
tary. Fabian Ver’s sons
would, of course, be
presidential security
apparatchiks. Onli in da
Pilipins.

What if Jaime
Cardinal Sin “hon-
ored”, as the dictator’s
lawyers insisted, the
“separation of church

Abolishing the Number Coding Ordinance, with no disrespect to its
authors, is I think plain stupid.  I think having the ordinance in controlling
traffic in the city is BETTER THAN NOTHING!  Dapat nga gawin na lang
three numbers ang coding everyday instead of removing the number cod-
ing scheme and allowing all vehicle owners to exhaust smokes on all the
streets.  Instead of 1 and 2 na coding for Mondays, why not 1,2 and 3!!
Three numbers everyday na lang.  This will definitely manage everyday
traffic.

I think instead of repealing the ordinance, the city should be stricter
in implementing it na lang!  The reason they say this is, it is against
tourists.

Tourists are informed of the Number Coding Scheme when they en-
ter Baguio! Signs are posted in all the highways and in major streets enter-
ing the central business district! These tourists aren’t paying attention
that’s why a lot of them get caught.

They vehemently disregard traffic advises, thinking they’d probably
get out of it just because they’re tourists.  I think the tourism industry in
Baguio doesn’t depend on traffic rules in the city!  I believe tourists will
even respect us because we are strict in implementing the rules of our city.

And they’d admire us more because we are concretely doing some-
thing to relieve people of the hassles of traffic.

Also, the authors of the proposal mention that there are so many
persons requesting to be exempted from the Number Coding.  I heard you
just pay three hundred bucks at the Treasurer’s Office and then you are
given an exemption.  Why not be strict about this law na lang kasi?!

Exempt only those who NEEDS to be exempted and better still, why
not stick to the existing laws on Number Coding.  And stick to it like hell!

C’mon guys, wala na bang ibang paraan?  Surely there must be
something?  Why not encourage biking or the use of motor bikes like in
most Asian countries?  And why don’t you guys just promote walking in
the city na lang?!  Ay apo, whatever manen ah…

Cojuangco, Estelito
Mendoza, Fabian Ver,
Herminio Disini and
other cronies?

The tarmac kill-
ing probably would
not have occurred. In-
stead, Ninoy today
may have been the rich-
est and youngest
primus-inter-pares of a
Danding, Juan Ponce,
Estelito and “Count”
Disni. What does it
profit a man if he loses
his soul but gets to
keep his bank ac-
counts?

The airport
would have been re-
named as Ferdinand
Marcos International
Airport. So would high-
ways and playgrounds
within reach. The dic-
tator invariably substi-
tutes himself for the
whole, Lenin sourly

griped once.
But Ninoy

would have been de-
valued from hero to
heel in a Philippines
under a President-for-
life: Imelda.. Cory
would not be today’s
respected national fig-
ure. As one of Imelda’s
“Blue Ladies”, she’d
have withered into ig-
nominy as the others.

What if the Su-
preme Court, instead of
waffling, found the
backbone to firmly rule
on the habeas corpus
petitions lodged by
Ninoy, Senator Jose
Diokno, Publisher
Joaquin “Chino”
Roces and other jour-
nalists after their ar-
rest?

Ninoy need not
have written that Ma-
nila arrival speech —
which he never deliv-
ered because of the
tarmac assassination.

He planned to
say : “It is ironic, after
martial law has been
allegedly lifted, that the
Supreme Court last
April ruled, it can no
longer entertain peti-
tions for habeas cor-
pus for persons de-
tained under the Presi-
dential Commitment
Order.”

“(This) covers
all so-called national
security cases and
which under present
circumstances can
cover almost any-
thing.” But gumen si-
lenced him, as they did
many others under
Marcos “martial law
with a smile”.

If Ninoy played
ball, would he have
delivered alongside
Joseph Estrada and
Edgardo Angara, a trib-
ute to Marcos at a

and state” and did not
call out the people to
Edsa?

Fabian Ver’s
storm troopers would
have nailed the hides
of Juan Ponce Enrile,
Gringo Honasan and
power grabbers to the
walls of Camp Crame?
Poland, Czechoslavkia,
Poland, East Berlin, In-
donesia, Georgia
would never had mod-
els for their own ver-
sion of non-violent
“People’s Power”.

“Tragedy is the
difference between
what is and what could
have been,” we’re told.
And as our people loll
in the freedom, it may
be worth our while to
ask, on the birthday of
a half-remember mar-
tyr: what was the bill for
all this? (E-mail :
juan_mercado@pacific.net.ph)

programmed.
The Australian

government granted
$80 million loan with $8
million equity from the
Department of Finance.

As this devel-
oped, Romualdez ex-
pressed approval on
the move of the city
government asking the
Commission on Audit
for the conduct of a
special audit how the
amount utilized and
determine why the

BENGUET CORP...
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implementation of the
distribution system re-
mains incomplete add-
ing that the DOF and
Department of Public
Works and Highways
should also conduct
their own investigation
to “determine the true
reasons of the failure of
the bulk water supply
for the sake of trans-
parency and for the in-
terest of the general
public./Tina Sales

Mayor answers Jadewell’s complaint to
Malacañang

BAGUIO CITY –
Mayor Braulio
Yaranon had asked the
Office of the President
to dismiss for “lack of
probable cause and for
lack of merit” the com-
plaint for “violation of
the Constitution, dis-
honesty, oppression,
misconduct and abuse
of authority” filed
against him by
Jadewell Parking Sys-
tems Corporation.

The complaint
stemmed from the

mayor’s issuance of
Executive Order No.
001-04 “giving protec-
tion to the right of the
citizenry particularly
affected motor vehicle
owners, operators and
drivers, to refuse to
submit to the enforce-
ment of Ordinance No.
003-2000,” and to
refuse to pay penalties
imposed under the
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
payparking contract
between the city gov-
ernment and the
Jadewell Parking Sys-
tems Corporation.

In his answer to
the complaint sent to
Malacanang recently,
the mayor said he finds
nothing wrong in his
issuance of the order.

“…There is noth-
ing illegal in declaring
and recognizing the
right of the motorists of
Baguio City, to refuse
to submit to the en-
forcement of Traffic
Ordinance No. 003-
2000, by (Jadewell),
admittedly a private
entity organized for
profit; and to refuse to
pay public revenue to
said private entity..,”
the mayor said.

“Undeniably,
the real purpose of the
(Jadewell) in filing its
Complaint is to pre-
vent (the mayor) from
performing his lawful
functions of attending
to the appropriate and
proper enforcement of
laws and ordinances
and of his primary re-
sponsibility to stop
enforcement of any or-
dinance that violates
and contravenes pro-

JADEWELL...
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BENGUET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
Alapang , La Trinidad, Benguet

Tel. Nos. 422- 2000/ 422-2110

“ Courteous Service Is Our Way Of Life”

NOTICE  OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP ASSEMBLY
Notice is hereby given to all members of the Benguet Electric Cooperative, inc. (BENECO)

that the 24th Annual General Membership Assembly will be held on  Saturday, August 28, 2002

at the Alejo M. Pacalso National High School Open Gymnasium, Bua, Tuding,Itogon, Benguet

The schedule of activities are as follows:

ð    8:00 AM  - 9:30 AM - Registration

ð 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM - Program Proper

ð 10: 30 AM- 12:00 NN - Business Meeting

ð Agenda of the Meeting:

1. Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous general membership meeting.

2. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

3. President’s and General Manager’s Report.

4. Unfinished Business

5. New Business

6. Adjournment / Raffles

Every member is encouraged to attend this annual activity.

MANAGEMENT

hibitory and mandatory provisions of the Local
Government Code and of the Constitution – so
that (Jadewell) can continue unhampered in its
illegal criminal activities… through which means
it collects public revenue in the approximate
amount of P50,000 daily and pocketing for its own
enrichment at least 80 percent thereof to the great
injury, damage and prejudice of the city govern-
ment and to the public welfare and interest,”
Yaranon said.

He said Jadewell was “accorded due pro-
cess as it was given ample opportunity to move
for reconsideration or other relief, as the Execu-
tive Order on its face was made effective only
after the lapse of five days from receipt of a
copy…”

“…Likewise the guarantee of non-impair-
ment of contract applies only to contracts con-
forming to requirements or applicable law and
the Constitution and not to those which patently
violate the law..,” he added.

Yaranon said Jadewell resorted to “forum
shopping as it has filed, aside from the several
cases specified in its Complaint, other cases with
the Ombudsman against (me).”

In his answer, Yaranon recounted the cir-
cumstances that led to his issuance of the order.

He said that among other facts, Jadewell
did not deny the following:

· “That at the time of the approval (by
the city council) of the contract, there was no
Annex A (that contains the list of streets where
the payparking scheme is supposed to take ef-
fect) then existing; and that subsequently a list
of 42 streets bearing no signatures or date sur-
faced and was inserted into the records of the
City Council; that thereafter, a second document
also marked Annex A listing 29 streets bearing no
signatures or date also surfaced and was inserted
into the records of the city Council or approved
their insertion into its records;

· “That (Jadewell) is also conducting
payparking business at the Ganza Parking Areas
inside Burnham Park without any contract for
occupancy of the areas or for the conduct of
payparking business thereat… without prior ap-
proval of the City Council and of the Burnham
Park Management Committee which have admin-
istration and control over (the park);

· “That it failed to obtain prior deputa-
tion as traffic enforcer from the (LTO-DOTC), as
required by the provision of Ordinance 003-2000
which it seeks to enforce; neither does it deny
that it is occupying city and national roads with-
out valid authority;

· “That streets, subject of its payparking
business, are ‘beyond the commerce of man,’
consequently as ruled by the Supreme Court in
numerous cases, the same cannot be the subject
of contract, cannot be appropriated, alienated pr
encumbered; and that any such contract is void;

· “That Ordinance No. 003-2000 is a regu-
latory traffic ordinance imposing parking fees,
fines and penalties, all of which charges are ‘pub-
lic revenue’ of the city;

· That (Jadewell) is conducting
payparking business, collecting revenue in the

form of parking fees, fines and penalties all im-
posed under Ordinance 003-2000.., issuing its
private receipts, turning over to the city treasurer
only 20 percent of the gross income from the same,
retaining everything else, clamping, immobilizing,
towing away and impounding vehicles after mak-
ing the unilateral determination that a motorist
has ‘contravened’ the said ordinance..;”

The mayor said that the said acts of
Jadewell “are expressly prohibited by Republic
Act 7160” thus it “acts publicly with impunity
like an independent government agency beyond
the authority of national and local government
offices and authorities, as the traffic law enforcer,
the prosecutor, judge and collector of public rev-
enue, fabricating and putting up its own notices
and receipts.”

“(Jadewell) further tramples on the funda-
mental human rights of motorists to due process
and equal protection of law, which establishes
the presumption of innocence to any person
charged with an offense including violation of
Ordinance 003-2000,” the mayor said.

“In view of (this), it is respectfully prayed
that the Complaint be dismissed for lack of prob-
able cause and lack of merit; and that such other
and further order and relief be issued as may be
deemed just and equitable in the premises,” the
mayor said./Aileen P. Refuerzo

TO PAY OR NOT TO PAY- Motorists are at aloss
whether to park or not to park in this area jsut
below the Baguio City Police Office in Upper
Abanao, where contrasting signs are posted.
What is it really, is this spot an on-street park-
ing space or is it a tow-away zone?

Baguio Journalists Not Spared From Media Violence
BAGUIO CITY -

Last Thursday, the Na-
tional Union of Jour-
nalists in the Philip-
pines (NUJP) Chapter
in Baguio City con-
ducted a forum entitled
“Media Under Fire” at
the multi-purpose hall
of the Baguio City Hall.

The forum was
conducted as a contri-

bution to the NUJP
condemnation of the
killings of journalists
and the call to bring
justice to the killings.

The group said
that Baguio City is not
in the clear from the
undeclared policy of
“shooting journalists”.
In 2001, Baguio jour-
nalist Rey Pedronio,

was gunned down by
members of the Cordil-
lera Peoples Liberation
Army. The killers were
however convicted.

The group of
Baguio journalists also
said that, today, libel

cases continue to
serve as barrier for the
full exercise of press
freedom.  It can be re-
called that the pub-
lisher of the Junction

BAGUIO...p. 8
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JUDICIAL  and  OTHER  NOTICES
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Philippine Press
Council  c/o Philippine

Press Institute
Rm. 312 BF Cond. Bldg., A.

Soriano Ave., Intramuros Manila,
Tel. No. 572-9632 Fax 527-3390

Treated unfairly by newspa-

pers that refuse to publish

your  response?

Write us.

Ad
rates:

Rate discounts available depending on
volume of ad placements

1 page : P11,000.00
1/2 page: 5,500.00
1/4 page: 2,750.00
foots ad: P750.00
1 col. cm. P65.00

Judicial Publication Rates:
80% of commercial advertising rates as

per PD 1079 and SC. A.M. No. 01-1-07
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This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience with Amendment of Line to operate a Taxi Service for the
transportation of passengers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY TO ANY
POINT IN CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE REGION with the use of one (1)
unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  August  31, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City
which date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional
Director  this 17th  day of  August  2004.

EMMANUEL ASPURIA
Applicant
98-BC-502

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING
This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of

Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY – LA TRINIDAD and Vice Versa
with the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  August  31, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City
which date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional
Director  this 17th  day of  August  2004.

FLORA BAGULING
Applicant

2000-01-2787

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY – DACLAN - TUBLAY and Vice
Versa with the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  August  31, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City
which date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional
Director  this 17th  day of  August  2004.

EDDIE QUIRIT
Applicant

92-CAR-543

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING
This is an application for the Sale and Transfer of a Certificate of Public

Convenience to operate a Taxi Service for the transportation of passengers
and freight on the line: BAGUIO CITY TO ANY POINT IN CORDILLERA
ADMINISTRATIVE  REGION with the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  August  31, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City
which date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional
Director  this 17th  day of  August  2004.

BERNARD SAMDAO – Vendor
ROBERT BRUCE E. COLEWAN – Vendee

2003-CAR-698/2004-BAG-CAR-1072

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

ERRATUM

In the LTFRB Notice of

Hearing filed by Luis B. Dangatan

(Vendee), published in this paper on

its Aug. 14-20, 2004 issue, the case

number should be 2003-CAR-635/

2004-BAG-CAR-1045  and not as

published

Republic of the
Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT, BRANCH 9
(FAMILY COURT
FOR BENGUET

PROVINCE)
FIRST JUDICIAL

REGION
La Trinidad, Benguet

IN RE: PETITION FOR
ADOPTION OF ROI
VINCE MANCILLA
BY SPOUSES
YOLANDA PADILLA
AND VINO PADILLA,
SR, WITH CHANGE
OF NAME

SPOUSES YOLANDA
PADILLA AND VINO
PADILLA, SR.

Petitioners.

SPEC. PROCEEDINGS
CASE NO. 04- A – 0869
x————————x

O R D E R

P e t i t i o n e r

Spouses Yolanda

Padilla and Vino

Padilla , Sr., through

counsel filed  a  veri-

fied petition for the

adoption of their six

year old grandson, Roi

Vince Mancilla with

change  of  Name. That

the subject  minor is

the  son  of  spouses

Vino Padilla, Jr and

Reylia Mancilla –

Padilla  out  of   wed-

lock  and  they  now

gave their  consent to

the adoption of their

son  by  herein  peti-

tioners. Likewise, the

other  children  of  peti-

tioner spouses have

given their consent to

the  adoption of the

subject  minor.  Finally,

petitioner alleged that

they possess all the

qualifications and

none of the disqualifi-

cations  to  adopt  the

minor who is likewise

not  disqualified   by

law to be adopted and

that   the  petition would

be  for   the  minors’

best interest and wel-

fare.

W H E R E F O R E ,

finding the petition to

be sufficient in form

and substance, it is

hereby set  for  hearing

on December 15, 2004

at 9:00 o’clock in the

morning before the

Session Hall of this

Court, Provincial Capi-

tol, La Trinidad,

Benguet and all per-

sons interested may

appear   and  show

cause,  if  any, why  this

petition should not be

granted.

Let this Order be

published at the ex-

pense  of  the   peti-

tioner  in  The  Junc-

tion, a newspaper of

general circulation in

Baguio City and

Benguet  Province,

once a week, for three

(3) consecutive weeks,

the  first  publication

to be made not later

than  August  22,  2004.

Furnish a copy of

this Order together

with  a  copy  of  the

petition and its an-

nexes   to  the  Court

Social  Worker  for  a

social case study in this

case and to submit a

report  to  this  Court

not later  than  Novem-

ber 22, 2004.

Further, furnish

copies hereof together

with a copy  of  the  pe-

tition and its annexes

to the office of the So-

licitor  General,

Makati City; the Pro-

vincial Prosecutor  of

Benguet; the Depart-

ment  of  Social  Wel-

fare  and    Develop-

ment; and the peti-

tioner and counsel.

SO ORDERED

La Trinidad,

Benguet, Philippines

this 11th day  of      Au-

gust 2004.

(sgd) FRANCIS A.

BULIYAT

Presiding Judge

Aug. 21, 28, & Sept. 4, 2004

to the office of the Land Transportation Fran-
chising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB).

The opposing group of students argued
that the Joint Petition of the different bus compa-
nies is unmerited because like in the past, the
information of the proposed fare rate increases

are not well dissemi-
nated and that major-
ity of the masses of the
Cordillera are not prop-
erly consulted and in-
formed.

They also add
that they only recently
learned of the Notice Of
Hearing regarding the
proposed increase in
bus fare.

Atty. James
Valeros and Atty.
Nestor Mondok, coun-
sels for the above-men-
tioned bus companies,
meanwhile maintained
that the bus companies
are entitled to a special
rates of fare and that
the proposed rates are

STUDENTS...
p. 8
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We believe that the Golden Rule applies to animals, too.  We don’t accept  the prevailing notion that “people come first”
or that “people are more important than animals.”  Animals feel pain and suffer just as we do, and it is almost always
humans making animals suffer and not the other way around.  Yet in spite of how cruelly people behave towards animals
– not to mention human cruelty to other humans- we are supposed to believe that humans are superior to other animals.
If people want to fancy themselves as being of greater moral worth than the other creatures on this earth, we should
begin behaving better than they do, and not worse.  Let’s start treating everyone as we would like to be treated ourselves.

STUDENTS...
...from p. 7
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just, fair and reasonable.
The proposed increase was computed af-

ter considering the cumulative increase in the
price of diesel in the past four years, the increase
in the price of spare parts and costs of mainte-
nance labor, the devaluation of the peso vis-à-
vis the dollar, the projected increase in the salary
and benefits of employees and the rates of fare
of public utility buses in CAR.

They also discussed that the increase in
the rates is essential to provide and maintain the
necessary and regular service to the riding pub-
lic.

In the position paper submitted to the
LTFRB, Cordillera bus operators should deserve
similar and equivalent increase in their special
rates for the same reasons that lowland provin-
cial ordinary buses were given the said increase.

It is recalled that on May 25, 2004, the
LTFRB Board in Manila signed a Consolidated
Decision granting an Increase of Passenger Fares
for Public Utility Bus (PUB) regular (non air-con-
ditioned) for Metro Manila and for provincial
routes nationwide.

The bus companies asking for increase
have to recover the costs and allowable margin
to maintain their business, Valeros and Mondok
added.

The bus companies, they say, have the
duty and obligation to assure the continuity and
regularity of convenient service to the public.
This would be impossible in the long haul if even
the costs of service will eat up the capital in-
vested by the bus companies.

The second hearing regarding this issue is
set on September 10, 2004 where students are
again anticipated to strongly oppose the said
proposed increases.

The student groups present and the other
organizations who attended the hearing were in-
vited by the counsels of the bus companies./MGB

Regional Newspaper was improperly arrested re-
cently by members of CIDG – CAR caused by a
libel case filed by City Police Director Isagani
Nerez.  The libel case stemmed from an issue pub-
lished in this newspaper when Kenshi involved
Nerez in the splurge of jueteng in the city.

Some of our colleagues, the group says,
had been the subject of military monitoring and
surveillance because of their articles about the
various communities’ opposition of a large scale
mining in North Benguet.

A total of 55 mediamen nationwide have
been murdered since 1986.  Thirteen (13) were
killed just last year.  The most recent killing is
that from Ilocos Norte, a nearby province, where
a local mediaman was murdered.

Members of NUJP Baguio – Benguet Chap-
ter said that the failure by the authorities to solve
the killings over the years is astounding.  Not
even President Arroyo’s directive to the PNP chief

BAGUIO...
...from p. 6

Hermogenes Ebdane to resolve these murders
has produced any positive results they add.
Thus, the climate of impunity against journalists
persisted.

Senator Francis Pangilinan in a brief cour-
tesy call to the city hall, also unexpectedly
stormed into the forum and commented, “Dapat
maaresto ang mga salarin at maparusahan!”
Pangilinan is committee chairman on Justice in
the senate.

The senator also adjoined, “Dapat sila’y
litisin para magkaroon ng hustisya!” but later also
stressed the Ethics in Media Practices.

All these is a give and take thing, he says,
the media must strictly observe ethics.  He then
suggested that the self-regulatory framework for
the media must be strengthened.

The local journalists concluded by saying
that they will not be silenced in pursuing their
job to bring the truth to the people.  “We will
stand by our profession for the exercise of press
freedom in the fullest.”/MGB

Dad Wants to Investigate an “Anti-
graft” group in City Hall

BAGUIO CITY -
City Hall employees
are in fear over an al-
leged illicit investiga-
tion on a city hall em-
ployee by a member of
the controversial “anti-
graft” group installed
at the city hall.

Councilor Elmer
Datuin issued a pro-
posed resolution to
the Sangguniang
Panlungsod question-

ing the unwarranted
action and use of intimi-
dation by the Council
for the Restoration of
Filipino Values (CRFV),
which claims to be
Ombudsman’s Corrup-
tion Prevention Unit
unofficially detailed at
the Baguio City Hall
over city hall employ-
ees.

The said this so-
called anti-corruption

troop is headed by re-
ligious leader Voltaire
Acosta.

Datuin com-
ments that the CRFV
has set-up an office at
the office of the City
Mayor and at the of-
fice of the City Admin-
istrator without appro-
priate legal authority.

The CRFV ac-
cording to the coun-
cilor is allegedly in-
volved in monitoring
government conduct
and transactions in
line with its alleged
mandate to prevent
graft and corruption in
government, under a
supposed authority
granted by the office of
the Ombudsman.

It is alleged that
on August 11, 2004, a
member of the CRFV
without justifiable rea-
son, harassed and in-
timidated an employee
of the City Treasurer’s
Office in an unwar-
ranted investigation
without legal authority
from concerned offices
of the local govern-
ment and violated due

process requirements
under existing laws.

The said em-
ployee, a certain Mr.
Galeon Comsawen,
has been illegally sub-
jected to a Gestapo-like
investigation that
mocks all rules of fair-
ness constitutionally
guaranteed to govern-
ment personnel, Datuin
reiterates.

This, Datuin
said, resulted in work
demoralization and the
violation of basic hu-
man rights.

This incident, he
adds, deserves the
condemnation of ev-
eryone in government
as it is tantamount to
the surrender of basic
human rights, under
the guise of ensuring
preventive anti-graft
practices, under ques-
tionable circum-
stances.

Datuin is sug-
gesting to hold under
sanction the CRFV and
the office that allowed
its illegal and irregular
operation at city hall.
They should be prop-
erly reminded to
strictly observe the

governing rules of pro-
cedure in addressing
matters of this nature.

The councilor is
asking the city council
to conduct an immedi-
ate investigation over
the unwarranted in-
quiry conducted by
the CRFV recently
which employed in-
struments of intimida-
tion and fear over city
hall employees./MGB

Non-White Colored
Taxis Beware!

BAGUIO CITY – The Department of Trans-
portation and Communications – Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region (DOTC – CAR) recently is-
sued a memorandum regarding the non-accep-
tance of applications or petitions of non-white
taxi units to all Land Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) personnel and all
taxi operators.

The office observed that there are still a
number of non-white taxi units plying our region,
particularly in the BLIST area despite the memo
circular enjoining uniformity of color of taxi units
as white.

The taxi color scheme is released in 1999
and was implemented in 2000.  The then LTFRB
Board noted the need to have a common color
for all vehicles registered as “Taxis or Mega Taxis”
for better control and identification.

The Board ordered on January 1, 2000 that
all taxi and mega taxi units shall be colored white,
and that all units subject for extension of valid-

ity, sale and transfer,
dropping, substitution
and new applications
as of said date must
conform with the re-
quired color.

Taxi or Mega
units with subsisting
franchises as of Janu-
ary 2000 may still be
allowed to retain their
current colors.  Big
fleets (50 units and
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above) owned by a single operator may likewise
retain their original color so long as there’s only
one color approved by the Board.

Today, to put an end to the non-compli-
ance of the Color Scheme memo, all LTFRB per-
sonnel are directed NOT to accept any transac-
tions concerning Certificates of Public Conve-
nience (CPC’s) unless it is shown that their taxi
units are painted white.

Taxi operators are advised to comply with
the white color scheme or suffer non-processing
of their application or petitions concerning their
CPC’s./MGB

Minors Traumatized in
Maharlika Raid

BAGUIO CITY –
Early this month, a team
of police and several
media outfits raided the
rooftop of Maharlika
Livelihood Center
where numerous bars
are located.  Several in-
stances involving
brawls, thefts and other
crimes are frequently
reported to the police
ensuing in the same
area.

Incidentally, Ma-
nila-based freelance
journalist and former
columnist for the Junc-
tion Newspaper, Ma.
Urduja Osit-Li, was as-
saulted by two gay men
late in July.  She was at-
tacked at the Maharlika
Rooftop Garden where
she worked as a con-
sultant for one of the
bar-owners in the said
area.

In the raid con-
ducted last August 5,
eleven (11) minors were
apprehended by the
police.  The students in
their uniforms were
caught drinking hard li-
quor and smoking in a
certain J-Vee’s Videoke
Bar.

The minors were
bought to the City So-
cial Welfare and Devel-
opment Office
(OCSWDO) where they
were counseled and
later picked up by their
parents.

In a letter dated
August 9, Social Wel-
fare workers reported to

Betty Fangasan,
OCSWDO Officer, the
way the raid and ap-
prehension has been
undertaken.

The social work-
ers argued that the mi-
nors were traumatized
and humiliated with
the presence of too
many media people
with their cameras fo-
cused on the minors.
Several faults by the
raiding team were also
enumerated.

Firstly, the team
should have concen-
trated in their monitor-
ing on the erring busi-
ness operators having
no business permits
and in violation of
Chapter 18 of the Mar-
ket Code or Tax Ordi-
nance #95-001 prohib-
iting business estab-
lishments located at
the Maharlika Liveli-
hood Complex from
selling and serving in-
toxicating liquor espe-
cially to minors, and
other city ordinances
geared towards the
best interest of our
children.

Secondly, there
was no representative
from the Permits and
Licensing Division
before the team pro-
ceeded to conduct the
raid.

The BCPO ve-
hicles were also
wrongly parked in the
ushering of the minors
when they were

bought to the Silungan
Center.  It has humili-
ated and brought psy-
chological effect to
some minors having
been paraded from the
rooftop, passing
through the overpass
to the parked BCPO
vehicles with all eyes
by onlookers on them
as if they have commit-
ted a grave crime.

OCSWDO work-
ers informed the raid-
ing team of the sensi-
tivity of the operation
especially that it in-
volves the welfare and
rights of the children,
thus the need to care-
fully plan the raid.
However, it was men-
tioned that everything
was already coordi-
nated.  The OCSWDO
workers had no choice
but to comply with
what was to be under-
taken during that day.

Lastly, the par-
ents of the minors were
very much appreciative
of the actions of the
monitoring team but
said they should be
more considerate of
the feelings of the in-
volved minors.

The mayor re-
cently issued a Closure
Order to the said
videoke bar and other
bars in the Rooftop of
Maharlika found to be
violating ordinances
and certain laws.

It is observed
that minors frequent
the Maharlika Rooftop
Garden and other bars
in different areas in the
city.  This however,
does not give raiding
teams, including the
media to deprive mis-
behaving minors of
their rights and liber-
ties as children./MGB

Mayor Okays Reactivation of Boarding House
Special Inspection Committee

BAGUIO CITY –
Mayor Braulio
Yaranon has approved
a city council resolu-
tion reactivating the
city special inspection

committee to inspect
boarding houses and
dormitories in this
highland city.

The measure
also designates the city
health officer or a duly
authorized representa-
tive to head the com-
mittee as chairman
whose members is
composed of one rep-
resentative each from
the  city office bureau
of fire protection ser-
vices, city planning
and development of-
fice, the public utilities
and services office, the
city treasurer’s office
and the chairman of
the city council’s com-
mittee on health and
sanitation, ecology
and environmental
protection.

C o u n c i l o r
Daniel Farinas, the

measure’s author, said
that since Baguio is
considered as the “edu-
cational center of the
North”, many students
from different parts of
the country have to
rely on local boarding
houses and dormito-
ries, even some resi-
dential houses, for
their shelter while
studying here.

“It is incumbent
upon the city govern-
ment to see to it that
the welfare of these
students be given top
priority in order to en-
sure their safety and
convenience,” he
stressed.

Farinas added
that the conditions of
boarding houses, dor-
mitories and other resi-
dential houses being
offered as shelter and

housing for students
must be in accordance
with existing laws, or-
dinances and policies
of the city.

The alderman
disclosed that there is
a need to reactivate the
city special inspection
committee for the said
purpose and for the
group to come out with
a report on its findings.

“The committee
is also tasked to give
recommendations to
local authorities on
how to correct prob-
lems and violations
that might be discov-
ered in the course of its
inspection or monitor-
ing activities for strict
compliance by the op-
erators and owners of
boarding houses and
dormitories,” Farinas
explained.BI

There will be no “Miss Baguio” for
this year’s Baguio Day

BAGUIO CITY-
In a call for austerity
and transparency,
Councilor Perlita Chan-
Rondez verbally and
formally withdrew her
proposed resolution
authorizing the mayor
to enter into a memo-
randum of agreement
with a certain group for
the promotion and

conduct of activities
for the 2004 Baguio
Day celebration.

The private pro-
motions group, a cer-
tain Company X Unlim-
ited, Inc., was named in
the MOA as the entity
interested to promote
forthcoming Baguio
Day activities. How-
ever, it was learned that

the transaction did not
undergo the compul-
sory public bidding as
required for such ser-
vices being offered to
the city. There were
also speculations why
the certain promotions
group would want to
handle the activities

DANGER ZONE? Well, not for these street vendros and pedestrians who
seem to undaunted by the sign “Danger Zone”. An on-going contrsuction
at this corner of Perfecto St. and Lower Session Rd. is at its peak during
the day when vendors, motorists and pedestrians abound.

MISS
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given the meager budget alloted for the Baguio
Day celebration.

The lady councilor as chairperson of the
Tourism, Special Events, Parks and Playgrounds
committee also said that Baguio day activities
would be on projects with far-reaching and with
positive impact on society such as tree-planting
and clean-up drives.

Councilor Chan-Rondez also said they
would forego with the traditional Ms Baguio
search to “avoid exploitation of women instead
focus on worthier projects and not just on outer
beauty.” Programs recognizing the accomplish-
ments of women professionals in the city would
be launched, the councilor clarified

Councilor Chan-Rondez also admitted that
the said MOA was met with “resistance and con-
troversy” thus wanted to seek the approval of
the council first./Julie G. Fianza

City Lauds Baguio Racer
BAGUIO CITY –

This highland city is
fast becoming a breed-
ing ground of world-
class athletes.

Mayor Braulio
Yaranon has approved
a city council resolu-
tion commending
Baguio-born racer Juan
Carlos Reynoso Anton
for placing first in the
GT Autcross Race at
the Varano Circuit and
placing third in the
Challenge GT Race at
the Fiorano Tracks in
Italy.

N i c k n a m e d
“Carlos Primero” for
his racing skills, Anton
has already won nu-
merous national and
international awards in
the field of car racing.

C o u n c i l o r
Leandro Yangot, Jr., the
measure’s proponent,
said  Anton and four
team mates were sent
to train in a two-day
advanced sport driv-
ing course with world-

class racing instructors
at the Ferrari circuits
and factory in Italy.

He added that
after the training,
Anton emerged first in
the GT Autocross
Race at the Varano cir-
cuit where he and
twenty other partici-
pants from five coun-
tries went through a
race-against-the-clock
course all using the
Alfa 147 GTA sports
car. Anton also gained
the third spot in the
Challenge GT Race
where the racers drove
Ferrari Modenas at the
Fiorona tracks with top
speeds in excess of
230 kilometers per
hour.

“The achieve-
ment of Mr. Anton has
again placed the city of
Baguio in the limelight
and has brought honor
and pride to the city
and its residents as a
whole,” Yangot
stressed./Gaby B.
Keith

“Cement Tree” Committee To Be
Created

BAGUIO CITY –
Mayor Braulio
Yaranon said that he
will form a special com-
mittee tasked to look
into the fate of the ce-
ment pine tree located
atop Session Road

which was erected dur-
ing the past administra-
tion.

The Mayor
made this declaration
during a “Kapihan Sa
Baguio” forum held
last Wednesday at the
city hall multi-purpose
hall and attended by

members of the local
media.

Yaranon dis-
closed that his office is
currently holding con-
sultations with various
government agencies
and other groups to
decide on who will
head and compose this
committee.

“My style of
governance is a con-
sultative and not a dic-
tatorial one. So far,
what we found out in
talking with various
groups is the sugges-
tion to create a commit-
tee that will come up
with the proper pro-
posals on how to deal
with the matter of the
cement pine tree,” he

explained.
“I do not like to

appear vindictive re-
garding the fate of the
cement pine tree just
because it was erected
during the time of my
predecessor,” the
Mayor added.

On another mat-
ter, Yaranon also
pointed out that his
name will not appear in
the marker of any pub-
lic works or structures
funded by the people
during his three year
term as Mayor.

He stressed that
if said structures are
funded by people’s
money then their mark-
ers should read,
“Funded by the People
of Baguio”./Gaby B.
Keith

Yaranon Delivers,
Datuin Pleased

BAGUIO CITY -
Councilor Elmer
Datuin through the
city council, last week,
requested City Mayor
Braulio Yaranon to
present his much-
awaited program of
government to the
S a n g g u n i a n g
Panlungsod and to the
people of Baguio.

Datuin’s request
caused a slight havoc
during the session and
apparently divided
members of the city
council with Timpuyog
Councilor Federico
Mandapat joining the
“other” group of
Yangot, Weygan,
Molintas and Rondez.

The mayor, like a
lightning flash, imme-
diately scheduled a
meeting between mem-
bers of the legislative
and the Executive of-
fice to heed Datuin’s
call.

In a scheduled
Executive – Legislative
meeting last Tuesday,
August 17, 2004, the
convivial mayor pre-
sented his develop-
ment thrusts for the
year 2004 – 2007 and

his programs and ser-
vices for the city.

The mayor pri-
oritizes to promote
good governance by
expanding develop-
ment networks and pro-
moting the private sec-
tor.  He also stressed
the promotion of pub-
lic safety, peace and
order by establishing
active partnership be-
tween the barangays
and the police.  There
is also a need to inten-
sify counter-measures
on criminality and to
conduct a joint plan-
ning and programming
of the City Peace and
Order Council and the
City Disaster Coordi-
nating Council.

Next on his list is
the need to facilitate
efficient acquisition of
relevant permits and
clearances.  He also
plans to intensify Lo-
cal Government Unit’s
support for the Educa-
tion Sector in the city.

Likewise in-
cluded in his develop-
ment thrust, is the ne-
cessity to strengthen
the Public Employment
Services Office (PESO)

as a regular service on
employment concerns,
to champion the
citizenry’s special con-
cerns which includes
the John Hay issue
and illegal gambling
problems, to ensure ef-
ficiency on public
spending on infrastruc-
ture and to create a
comprehensive envi-
ronmental manage-
ment and protection
program.

The mayor sig-
nifies improving the air
ambient quality in the
city by introducing in-
novative approaches
in solid waste manage-
ment, reducing Green-
house Gas emission by
at least ten percent, re-
ducing liquid waste
pollution and promote
environmental sanita-
tion and strengthening
private sector and
NGO participation in

improving air quality in
Baguio.

Lastly, the mayor
seeks to enhance eco-
nomic development in
the city by developing
city properties for eco-
nomic cum tourism
purposes.   His group
plans to do this by
identifying potential
areas for development,
developing the city
market as a showcase
for indigenous eco-
nomic enterprise and
exploring potential ar-
eas for investment.

Now that the
mayor’s visions and
missions for Baguio
are clearly laid, the leg-
islative department
composed of members
of the city council and
the whole citizenry of
Baguio are expected to
do their part in making
Baguio a better place to
live in./MGB

Dads okay probe of
anomalous lot sale,
housing summit

BAGUIO CITY –
An investigation of
anomalous land sale
and award of public
lots in the city looms
as the city council last
Wednesday approved
a proposed resolution
for this purpose
authored by Councilor
Daniel Farinas.

Farinas, in his
measure, said there
were reports that the
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources (DENR)
through the Commu-
nity Environment and
Natural Resources Of-
fice (CENRO) have en-
tertained public land
applications through
townsite and miscella-
neous sales applica-
tions over lots which
are subject of previous
applications.

“These prac-
tices have adversely
affected the rights and
interests of the af-
fected land applicants
who have been long

waiting for the pro-
cessing of their respec-
tive applications,”
Farinas noted.

He said there are
allegations that the
new applications were
processed in exchange
of some consider-
ations resulting to
spurious issuance of
affidavits of waiver of
rights allegedly ex-
ecuted by parties who
have questionable
claims over said lots.

As this devel-
oped, the body also
approved a resolution
urging the city mayor
to convene an urban
housing and develop-
ment summit to focus
on socialized or mass
housing to address the
worsening problem on
dwelling lack and
squatting in the city.

In his measure,
Olowan noted the
need for a high-level
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What does a Medical Transcriptionist do?
A Medical Transcriptionist (MT), interprets and transcribes physician-dictated reports and other

documents, which become a permanent part of the patient’s medical record, which in turn

transcriprotranscriprotranscriprotranscriprotranscripro is a

corporate member of the
American Association for

Medical Transcription (AAMT)

Be one of our highly trained Medical
Transcriptionists

Our  lecture  room

Reception/info section

Call us at (074) 619-0080 or 300-4951 or
call/text (0917) 5069123. Visit us at the

Ground Floor of Lyman Ogilby Centrum,
Magsaysay Ave., Baguio City

Business Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Saturday, no lunch breaks

www.transcripro.com

Laboratory Room 1

Laboratory Room 2

functions as an important document for future
healthcare delivery, for medicolegal and billing
purposes, etc... TESDA (www.tesda.gov.ph) esti-
mates that  medical transcription worldwide is a
US$15-$16 Billion industry.

How much does  a Medical Transcriptionist Earn?
MTs are paid per line of transcribed reports. (In the U.S.

MTs earn an income of $10 to $15 per hour.)
Who can be a Medical Transcriptionist?
Practically anyone who is at least a high school gradu-

ate can become a Medical Transcriptionist. However,
he/she should first undergo training on Medical
Transcription.

Who offers MT training?
Transcripro understands that at present, the Philip-

pines lacks trained Medical Transcriptionists. This is
because the industry is quite new in the country.
There are on-line training courses being offered, but
the cost is prohibitive for third world countries like the
Philippines.

With this problem, Transcripro has decided to under-
take the training for interested candidates at an
affordable cost, depending on the level of education
of the candidate.

Value for money!
We at Transcripro believe in value for money. As such,

we are proud to say that we provide the best training
one could ever have, vis-a-vis  the fee. We give a
comprehensive and complete training from the most
simple to complex physician reports. Yes, we train
you to transcribe autopsy reports too! We have a roll
of highly qualified trainers. When it comes to training,
we are proud to say that we give you the best!meeting that will focus on housing concerns to

come up with plans of action to solve the hous-
ing backlog and the problem on land speculation
in the city.

“With the burgeoning of organizations of
so-called urban poor and the landless, there is a
need to identify those legitimate beneficiaries in
accordance with existing laws from squatting
syndicates and to protect private or public lands
especially watershed areas from unscrupulous
land speculators,” Olowan said.

He urged the city mayor to convene the
summit with the participation of concerned agen-
cies from the city government, line agencies and
non-government organizations./Aileen P.
Refuerzo
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CADAC to Acquire Budget
from City

BAGUIO CITY -
Vice-Mayor Reinaldo
Bautista Jr. and Coun-
cilor Antonio Tabora Jr.
are introducing a pro-
posed ordinance ap-
propriating one per-
cent (1%) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Allotment
(IRA) of the local gov-
ernment of Baguio of
this year and every
year thereafter for the
operation of the City
Anti-Drug Abuse
Council (CADAC).

They say that
the problem of illegal
drugs in our city is be-
coming too rampant
and alarming which
needs to be addressed
the soonest possible
time and CADAC is
very limited in its finan-
cial capacity to support
and establish all its
programs in drug pre-
vention and eradica-
tion.

There is a need
to allocate regular ap-
propriation for the mat-
ter in order to support
the programs of
CADAC at its fullest.

They suggest
that one of the best so-
lutions to address the
lack of budget is to al-
locate 1% of the IRA of
Baguio City to
CADAC in addition to
the regular budgetary
allocation from the city.

CADAC was

first chaired by now
councilor Daniel
Fariñas, during the ad-
ministration of ex-
Mayor Bernardo
Vergara and is now
headed by Vice-
Mayor-elect Reinaldo
Bautista Jr.

In relation with
the activation of
CADAC, Bautista Jr.
and Tabora Jr. also pro-
posed to the
S a n g g u n i a n g
Panlungsod  an ordi-
nance institutionaliz-
ing the third week of
November as “The
Anti-Drug Abuse
Week”.

They said that
designating a certain
week for this celebra-
tion is very important
to give awareness to
the City of Baguio as
to the ill effects of ille-
gal drugs and how to
prevent and eradicate
the same.

The celebration
of the “Anti-Drug
Abuse Week” is a sig-
nificant affair which re-
quires the preparation
of special activities and
programs that must be
appropriately funded
in order to guarantee
its success.

A fund of
P200,000.00 is pro-
posed for the conduct
of the said event this
year./MGB

Baguio housing board reconstituted
BAGUIO CITY –

Mayor Braulio
Yaranon has reconsti-
tuted the City Housing
and Urban Develop-
ment Board to take
charge of the city’s
housing concerns.

In Administra-
tive Order No. 73, the
mayor named himself
as chairman of the
board with Vice Mayor
Reinaldo Bautista Jr. as
action officer.

The members
are city engineer Leo
Bernardez; planning
officer Arturo Orig; city
social welfare and de-
velopment officer
Betty Fangasan; police
director Isagani Nerez;
council committee on
housing chair Coun-
cilor Faustino Olowan;
city assessor Estrella
Tano; Baguio Non-
Government Organiza-
tion (BANGO) repre-
sentative Engr. Mario

Alzona; and HUDCC
regional coordinator
Micheline Inay.

The board was
first created in 1998 by
then mayor Mauricio
Domogan through Ad-
ministrative Order No.
61-88 pursuant to Re-
public Act No. 7279
which mandates local
government units to
form housing boards
“to prepare a compre-
hensive land use plan
for their respective lo-

calities.”
The board’s

functions as laid out by
Domogan’s order are
as follows:

· To initiate the
context of the decen-
tralization program of
the national govern-
ment, the city’s own
program for the provi-
sion of affordable
housing to low-income
families;

HOUSING
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Increase your chances of
becoming a Call Center Agent

Join us in a 1/2-day overview seminar

at the following dates and venue:

Aug. 30 - Pangasinan (Board Room of

YMCA, YMCA Complex, Tapuac Dist.,

Dagupan City);

Aug. 31- La Union (Cresta Del Mar

Resort and Beach Club, Bauang, La

Thousands
of Jobs

await you!!

Union);

Sept. 1 - Baguio City (Function Room of City Light Hotel, Upper General

Luna Rd.);

Sept. 2 - Tarlac (Function Room at Vilmar Hotel and Restaurant, Mac

Arthur Highway, San Sebastian Village, Tarlac City)

Topics: Overview of the business, customer service and the

agents, understanding US customers, customer care,

communicating with customers, contact center agents’ ethics,

etc..

Our trainers are highly qualified, having worked as trainers,

with various local & foreign call centers

Seminar Fee: - P500.00 (inclusive of snacks and certificate of attendance);  Register
now. LIMITED SLOTS AVAILABLE.

For registration and other details, please call Transcripro Phils., Inc. (Training

Division) at (074) 619-0080; (074) 619-2255; or (074) 300-4951; or call/text
09175069123 or 09175069126

www.transcripro.com

· To formulate the city’s housing and ur-
ban development policies;

· To review the city’s approved three-
year development plan and program;

· To establish linkages with the Housing
and Urban Development Coordinating Council
regarding the national housing program vis-à-
vis city government efforts towards community
level housing programs;

· To enhance, stimulate and muster full
participation of the private sector especially in
low-income housing programs through tax incen-
tives/exemptions;

· To establish a city data bank on hous-
ing related subjects for ready reference and re-
trieval of information and statistical data; and

· To monitor and evaluate the implemen-
tation of the housing and urban development
projects in the city./Aileen P. Refuerzo
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ATTY. BATAS

     By Atty. Batas Mauricio

Judge Mirasol ti Isabela,
nagbasol ti “Gross Ignorance

of Law”

Medyo dakes a gasat iti immay bimmisita iti maysa nga ilocano
nga huwes, ni Judge Teodulo E. Mirasol iti Regional Trial Court, branch
23, Roxas, Isabela, idi July 14, 2004.

Kadayta nga aldaw, bimmaba iti desisyon iti Korte Suprema
maipanggep iti kaso nga administratibo nga nai-file laban kenni Judge
Mirasol, idi nakatugaw pay laeng isuna nga huwes didyay Roxas, Isabela.

Iti kuna iti Korte Suprema, nagbasol ni Judge Mirasol iti
makungkuna nga “Gross Ignorance of the Law”, wenno dakkel nga
panagkurang iti pannakaamo na iti paglintegan.

Nababa laeng met kedti iti inted iti Supreme Court a kas penalty na

ni Judge Mirasol babaen iti dayta nga kaso, gapu
ta multa laeng iti kantidad iti sangapulo nga ribo
iti pabaybayadan da kenkuwana, ngem nasakit
latta dayta nga penalty agsipud ta nabayagen
nga huwes ni Apo Mirasol.

Agasem, nabayag kan nga huwes ken
abogado, maibaga pay laeng nga adu pay iti saan
mo nga ammo nga paglintegan?

Daytoy nga desisyon iti Korte Suprema ket
naipoon iti kaso nga administratibo nga in-file da
Benjamin Rivera, Simeon B. Quilang Jr., ken
Nicanor Asuncion.

Iti reklamo da Rivera ket nangiruwar iti or-
der ni Judge Mirasol nga nangiparit kadakuwada
Rivera iti panaggamit da kadagiti dag-daga da
didyay Roxas, Isabela.

Imparit ni Judge Mirasol iti pangag-gamit
da Rivera iti dag-daga da gapu ta iti talaga kano
nga making-kukuwa kadagiti daga ket iti ili iti
Roxas, Isabela.

Illegal dayta nga order, kuna da Rivera, ta
daydiay kano demanda iti ili Roxas, Isabela ket
saan met nga beripikado (wenno saan nga naikkan
iti panagpalawag nga agpay-payso amin dagiti
nakaisurat didyay).

Imman-namong iti Korte Suprema iti
reklamo da Rivera. Iti kuna iti Supreme Court, saan
nga mabalin nga mangiruwar iti siyasinuman nga
huwes iti order nga mangala iti sanikua iti maysa
nga tao no saan nga beripikado daydiyay
demanda.

Nagbasol ni Judge Mirasol iti “Gross Ig-

norance of the Law” ket masapul nga mapinaan isuna, innayon pay iti high
court.

-oOo-
TANONG: Atty. Batas, pakitanong naman kung may dagdag na suweldo

dito sa Region IV. John Paul, Rosario, Batangas(09174967814).”
SAGOT: Sa ilalim ng mga umiiral na batas sa paggawa, ang pagdadagdag

ng sahod ay nasa ilalim na ngayon sa kapangyarihan ng mga tinatawag na
Regional Wage Boards ng Department of Labor and Employment.

Ang mga Wage Boards na ito ay binubuo ng mga kinatawan ng DOLE
at ng pribadong sector, kasama dito ang sector ng mga mamumunuhan at
sector ng paggawa. May sangay ng wage boards sa bawat rehiyon ng bansa
at ito ang mga namamahala sa pagtataas ng sahod sa kani-kanilang mga rehiyon.

Sa pagpapalabas ng desisyon kung magdadagdag ng sahod o hindi
ang isang wage board, itinatakda ng batas ang pagsasagawa nito ng mga
pampublikong pagdinig na lalahukan ng lahat ng interesadong sector. Sa
pamamagitan ng mga pagdinig na ito malalaman kung kailangan bang
magdagdag ng sahod o hindi. Kung sasabihin nilang kailangang magdagdag
ng sahod, ilalathala nila ito sa mga pahayagan.


