
Mary’s Faith: Luke 1:34-38
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INTRODUCTION

Mariolatry is the heretical teaching of promoting Mary as a co-redemptrix and mediator, 
Mariology is the biblical teaching about Mary.  This is our fourth message looking at the 
biblical teaching of Mary as a way to better view and appreciate the incarnation.  Today we 
want to consider her faith.  Mary is an exemplary example of submissive faith and we find 
great blessing seeing God’s grace poured out on this obedient believer.  However, we want 
to keep her faith in perspective as many have made way too much of the section we are 
looking at.  As Protestants we come to this section finding a wonderful example of faith as 
God pours out His grace in making the sinner Mary the mother of the Saviour.  But the 
Roman Catholic Church has made too much of the portion before us.  They see this section 
where Mary accepts the angel’s words as a type of trial.  They see Mary as another Eve who
obeys where Eve disobeyed.  They see this as another turning point in history where God 
has to wait for Mary’s permission to accept the child or His purpose will be frustrated.  They 
teach that just as Eve was originally sinless so Mary was born by an immaculate conception 
and was also sinless, and where Eve was named ‘Mother of the living’ Mary actually is the 
‘Mother of the living.’  And that we become children of Mary, so that we can call her our 
Mother as we are adopted as brothers and sisters to Christ.  When we believe in Christ as 
Lord and Saviour, when we trust in Him and repent of our sins, God grants us adoption.  
However, it is not into Christ’s earthly family that we are adopted and are all adopted Jews, 
no, we are adopted in God’s family.  God has placed Christ as a federal head that we might 
be adopted in God’s family not into Mary’s.  They see her acceptance of the child as her 
commitment to perpetual chastity and is held up as an example for nuns to emulate.  In all 
of this they are wrong.  The Hero of any bible story is always God and never man, no flesh 
should be lifted up in His presence, not Mary’s, not Paul’s or even angels.  All the good in 
any person comes from God either directly by His Spirit or indirectly by the residue of the 
image of God that still remains in them. So we will be looking at Mary’s faith not as a way to
make much of Mary, but to see her example and pray for God to help us imitate it.     

Mary’s question

The angel Gabriel has just told her the identity of the Son she is to bear, the One who will 
fulfil all the promises of God. Mary now makes her response in v34, ‘And Mary said to the 
angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?"’   Luke has recorded Zechariah’s interaction 
with Gabriel as a contrast for us to appreciate Mary’s faith.  



Zechariah is the father of John the Baptist and his story is recorded in 1:5-25.  This section 
opens reminding us that these events are taking place in the dark days of Herod.  That 
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth are both of priestly stock, and were both righteous people, 
v6.  The references to blameless and righteous in v6 do not mean sinless but that their lives 
were in line with God’s law.  Yet they were barren, and it must be highlighted that this is not
a punishment for some sin that they have done.  

There were 18 000 priests in Israel divided into 24 divisions.  Each division would serve for a
week twice a year at the temple on a rotation basis.  Because of the large amount of priests 
each one would only be able to offer incense on the altar of incense in the Holy place once 
in his life.  We are told that Zechariah had drawn this lot.  Incense would be offered at the 
beginning and end of each day and coincided with the time off prayer.  So while the incense 
was being offered by the priest the people would pray in the courtyard at the same time.  
They would wait until the priest returned and pronounced the blessing upon them, but 
Zechariah was delayed.  Gabriel appeared to Zechariah telling him not to be afraid and that 
his prayer had been heard.  Which prayer, was it the prayer for a son, or the prayer that he 
would have been offering for Israel during his offering.  It is difficult to know as the answer 
to one serves the other.  He is told that his wife Elizabeth will have a son and his name will 
be John, which means the Lord is gracious.  As with the announcement of Jesus birth 
Gabriel speaks about what he will do announcing that John will be the prophet who 
prepares the way of the Lord preaching a message of repentance.

Zechariah’s question is the one we are contrasting with Mary’s, v18, ‘And Zechariah said to 
the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years."’ 
Mary asked how can it be, assuming that it will be done but is confused by the mechanical 
aspects of it, but Zechariah asks how can he know, wanting a sign.  Mary is not sure how 
God will do it; Zechariah is not sure whether God will do it.  Mary lacks information but 
Zechariah lacks faith.  Zechariah is rebuked for his unbelief as Gabriel points to the fact that 
he, an angle from God’s court has been sent by God Himself to give this word.  Zechariah’s 
long history of disappointment causes him to doubt the surety of God’s word.  But God is 
gracious.  God does not withdraw His gift, but does discipline Zechariah for his unbelief.  
God gives him the sign he wanted, and the sign is in the form of his inability to speak, this is
announced with the words, ‘and behold’ in v20, ‘And behold, you will be silent and unable to
speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time."’  

We are often weak in faith and like Zechariah we seek extra assurances more than God’s 
word.  Gideon is another illustration of a faith that does not trust God’s word but thinks that 
there are things more certain than God’s word that must be sought.  In Judges 6:33 we see 
that the Midianites and Amalekites invade Israel and the Spirit of God comes upon Gideon to
raise an army and liberate Israel in fulfilment of the promise that he would be a deliverer.  
But Gideon is a man well known for his doubt, and we see him asking God for a sign.  Some
have thought that he was trying to renege on his original intentions to fight.  But it appears 
more like he is just doubtful.  He does not know God, nor fully believe that God will do what 
He has said and so tests God.  We know from the testing of God in the wilderness, and the 



temptation of Christ in the wilderness that testing God is a way of officially doubting God.  It
is a way of attacking His character saying that He cannot be trusted but has to give further 
assurances as if His word is not enough.  What Gideon does here is not something to 
imitate.  God however, condescends to his doubt and twice answers his requests for a sign.  
First the fleece is wet with a bowlful of dew and the ground dry, and then the ground wet 
and the fleece dry (v36-40).

God’s condescension to Gideon’s weakness displays God’s grace and patient with doubting 
sinners.  This flies in the face of the Word of Faith teaching that has spiritualised self-
confidence and claims that God only answers our total confidence.  God knows our dust and
inabilities and is gentle and patient when we are weak.  He does not excuse sin but still 
continues to treat His children according to grace.

This drama of the fleeces is not a pattern for how Christians can know the will of God.  We 
are not to emulate Gideon and ask for signs to determine whether our own decisions are 
correct.  If you read carefully Gideon is not asking whether he is doing God’s will or not, he 
knows that the enemies of Israel must be fought, Gideon is asking for assurances not 
direction.  This therefore cannot serve as a norm for Christians seeking God’s will.  God has 
given us His word, and in it we have clear indications of His will for us, we are to follow His 
commands applying the principles and precepts of the word in the various situations that we
find ourselves in.  We are to make the most God-glorifying decision we can and are not 
expected to know the future.  

The fleeces should remind us that God uses imperfect believers, those who doubt and have 
not yet to fully trust Him.  We should see His grace and patience and learn the lesson that 
Gideon had not learned, that God is true to His word, and that His word is enough.  We 
must not test God but learn the lesson of His faithfulness from His word and not our fleeces.
Gideon had a lot less of the bible than we have and we have no excuse for doubting God’s 
promises.  Zechariah learnt this lesson well and this man of weak faith is used to record a 
song in Scripture in Luke 1:67-69 known as the Benedictus.  

Along with Mary we can wonder how things will happen, but we need not wonder whether 
God will keep His promises.  God gives Mary an explanation explaining that it will be by a 
miracle, and Gabriel even gives her a sign to confirm that these words are true.  We see the 
same words, ‘and behold’ starting verse 36 announcing that Elizabeth her barren cousin is 
pregnant as proof.   

Mary’s self-image

Mary’s humble faith is seen in v38, ‘And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.’  Let me first draw 
your attention to the way in which Mary sees herself.  There are many who have exalted her,
who pray to her, who hold her up as a super saint who has extra merit to spare and lend to 
the needy.  She sees herself as the servant of the Lord.  The Greek word her is the word for 



slave.  Not only does she view God rightly and respond with trust but she also views herself 
rightly and sees herself as God’s servant.  

I draw your attention to this because of the consumeristic mentality we bring to everything 
in our lives.  We live our lives with the assumption that everything and everyone should be 
ordered to please me.  Friendships, church, relationships are all evaluated on the basis of 
this self-serving assumption.  Here however is a teenage girl who sees herself as a slave.  
This has various connotations which we need to confront our natural selfishness with.  
Firstly, it means to live for the pleasure of another not for oneself.  She does not argue 
although this miracle will make her life difficult she accepts God’s will.  Secondly, the notion 
of a slave in the ancient world meant that you were not your own but another’s property.  
Slaves did not have the luxury of deciding when they wanted to eat or have a holiday they 
were at the disposal of their owners.  Thirdly, the idea of being a slave comes with the idea 
of loyalty.  Jesus said that no one can serve two masters, that you either hate the one or 
love the other.  To be God’s slave is to be His wholeheartedly.  No sharing, no compromise, 
no negotiation but total devotion.  

Mary’s attitude

But notice not only how she sees herself before God but the attitude that she has to God’s 
will for her, ‘let it be to me according to your word.’  This is the strongest language of faith 
any believer can ever utter.  No matter what God says, if God says it, let it be.  This miracle 
would no doubt cause some very real problems for Mary.  She was engaged to be married 
and had no assurances that her future husband would not reject her and her life be without 
any prospects of marriage because of the possible shame attached to her situation.  Who 
would believe that a teenage girl was pregnant miraculously?  This language of faith can be 
found in Job when he says, ‘Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?"’
(2:10).  A quiet resignation to the will of God no matter how painful or costly is what is 
conveyed here by Mary.  She does not fret the details or the possible ramifications she 
submits.

This resignation is not the result of a mind that is unaware of the pain that is coming.  We 
can see that Mary is indeed a very thoughtful individual, this is evident from the spiritual 
depth of her song.  Nor is the resignation to the will of God something that you have to 
force yourself into by ignoring the realities or pretending they are real.  This resignation is 
not a posture of indifference where you keep a stiff upper lip and just bear it.  No, Christian 
submission to whatever God sends comes from knowing that God is good.  This is the way 
Joseph learnt contentment with his lot, Gen. 50:20, ‘As for you, you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good.’  Examine her song and see how much she sings about God’s 
mercy, goodness, grace and faithfulness.  Her confident submission is not a defeated 
cowering but a glad submission.  She does not throw her hands up in the air because it is 
beyond her power to change it, but deliberately bows her will and shapes her will to God’s.  

There has been a great misunderstanding in Catholic circles over Mary’s words.  The words 
‘let it be’ are called Mary’s fiat.  Just as God spoke the world into being and said, ‘let there 



be’ and it was, so it is claimed that Mary authorised the life and death of Christ.  It is 
claimed that the universe was a at a turning point when the angel Gabriel was speaking with
Mary and it were as if all the saints of the OT were waiting and begging Mary to give her 
permission so that God could do His plan.  But these are not the words of authorising God’s 
plan but of submission.

Mary then is Mary’s faith.  It is not to be despised.  We see in 1:45 that Mary is blessed 
because of her faith, ‘And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her from the Lord."’  We have highlighted three aspects of it: Mary 
believed the word of God and did not need signs for assurance; Mary saw herself as the 
slave of the Lord; and Mary was submitted to God and resigned to whatever purposes He 
had because she knew they would be good.  There is much for Protestants to learn here!
       


