
Sermon 43: Revelation 13:11-18: The Second Beast

OUTLINE

The beast’s prophet
The beast’s number

INTRODUCTION

The devil employs three enemies against the church, the two beasts and Babylon; 
persecution, deception and seduction.  We have looked at the governmental powers given 
authority by the devil to rule and wage war against the saints bodies.  Now we want to look 
at the beast of false religion who wages war against the saints minds.  The identity of the 
second beast has been as much debated as the identity of the first.  Some interesting 
theories have been put forward.  The Historicist perspective tends to see the Papacy as the 
second beast.  We see that the lamb with two horns speaks with a dragon’s voice.  It is 
pointed out that the Popes of the past wore a pallium of lamb’s wool and held a mitre which 
had two points.  This beast also performs false miracles even causing the image of the beast
to come alive.  Some have aligned these with the false official miracles of the Catholic 
Church. 
‘“One day in the month of August, 1914, I went into the parish church of Limpias, by order 
of my friend D. Gregorio Bringas, to fix the electric light over the high altar. In order to be 
able to work more comfortably I put two large cases on the altar, and on them a ladder, the 
ends of which I leaned against the wall that serves as a background to the figure of the 
Crucified One.

"After I had worked for two hours, in order to rest myself a little I began to clean the figure 
so that it could be seen more clearly. My head was on a level with the Head of the Christ, 
and at a distance of only a couple of feet from it. It was a lovely day and through the 
window in the sanctuary a flood of light streamed into the church and lit up the whole altar. 
As I was gazing at the crucifix with the closest attention, I noticed with astonishment that 
Our Lord's eyes were gradually closing, and for five minutes I saw them quite closed.

"Overwhelmed with fright at such an unexpected spectacle, I could still hardly quite believe 
what I saw, and was about to come down from the ladder. Notwithstanding, my 
bewilderment was so great that my strength suddenly failed me; I lost my balance, fainted, 
and fell from the ladder onto the edge of the altar itself and down the steps into the 
sanctuary.’ - See more at: http://www.miraclesofthechurch.com/2010/10/miraculous-crucifix-
of-limpias-jesus.html#sthash.fDgJAG8t.dpuf 
The pope wore a three tiered tiara with the words, Vicarius Filii Dei which means ‘vicar of 
the Son of God’ whose number equals 666.  And the order to forbid buying and selling to 
the Waldenses was also given by the Pope.  

Dispensational writers think that the false prophet will be a Jew who poses as a false 
messiah misleading the Jews and erecting an idol in a rebuilt temple, as the abomination of 
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desolation predicted by Christ, Matt. 24:15.  Some Preterist writers have thought that the 
beast is probably the Roman Governor of Judah or the Jewish teachers of the first century.  
We will be arguing the second beast, otherwise known as the false prophet in Revelation is 
the devil’s instrument to deceive the nations and sway allegiance to the first beast.  This 
would have taken a specific form in the first century but has taken many different 
manifestations as well through the centuries.  We will meet the enemy of false religion that 
we have to contend with in every age.  

The beast’s prophet

We see the beast arising like the first, v1, ‘Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. 
It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.’  The symbolism is obvious.  We see 
the counterfeiting aspect of appearing like a lamb, but the giveaway is in the fact that it 
spoke like dragon, no doubt in tone and content.  Where the first beast represents kings and
kingdoms, this one represents false religion.  V12 gives us its purpose, ‘It exercises all the 
authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship 
the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed.’  In the first century it was the job of the 
Concilia/commune to enforce emperor worship in the Roman empire.  The first temple to an 
emperor was built in 29 B.C. and by the end of the first century every town in Asia Minor 
would have one.  The emperor Caligula even attempted to put an image of himself in the 
temple at Jerusalem.  Most Caesars did not take this seriously but some insisted on being 
recognised as divine such as Nero and Domitian, both of whom carried out severe 
persecutions against Jews and Christians.  Last week we spoke about how the wound that 
healed is likely the near collapse of the empire under Nero which was recovered under 
Vespasian.  It is the role of the false prophet to direct the people’s loyalty and worship to 
this recovered beast.  Emperor worship, the exalting of a man and state to the place of God 
was the first century expression of the false religion that the devil uses to deceive the world,
but this is only one form that it can take.  Islam would be another false religion that 
combines religion and politics to rival Christ.  

When an emperor visited a town, or on festival days, the people in a show of civic duty 
would offer incense to the Caesar.  Many guilds would include such offerings and this would 
pose a real problem for the Christians.  What began as an offering of thanks to the gods for 
the Emperor, led to the Caesars being divinized after death, this is called apotheosis.  
However, not all could wait until death and imposed Caesar worship upon the people.  To fail
to do so was to undermine what held the empire together.  The famous martyrdom of 
Polycarp included the mention of a small pinch of incense offered to the Caesar for him to 
save his life.  This was the beast that the Christians would have to encounter.  Since the 
Caesar Augustus this had been an integral part of Roman politics, religion and identity.  To 
fail to participate was to fail to be Roman and rebel against the peace and order she was 
seeking to maintain.

We see that the beast performs false miracles, v13-15, ‘It performs great signs, even 
making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it 
is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling 



them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And 
it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast 
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to 
be slain.’  Firstly, we must notice the miracle of fire coming down from heaven.  This sounds 
like Elijah.  If we realise that the beast is a counterfeit; then we can see that the false 
prophet is being cast in a pseudo John the Baptist role.  He is preparing the way and calling 
people to follow the first beast, just as John did with Jesus.  John came in the spirit of 
Elijah.  Secondly, we do not know whether the false miracles mentioned here are true or 
false miracles.  We know from history that there were instances of ventriloquism and 
charlatans.  However, we also know there the devil has some real power and like Pharaoh’s 
magicians can perform some tricks.  Both are possible in connection with the imperial cult of
Rome.  

The beast’s number

We then come to the most famous and most debated part of Revelation, v16-18, ‘Also it 
causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on 
the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, 
that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the 
one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man, and his number is 666.’  What is the mark and what does the number mean?  These 
questions have perplexed interpreters over the years.  There are many theories.  Greg Beale
outlines three main schools of interpretation.  

Firstly, there is the Gematria school, where the number is felt to represent letters of an 
alphabet.  Caesar Nero in Hebrew = 666; you will notice in your footnote that there is 
another translation 616, this is from the Latin translated in Hebrew and then calculated not 
Greek.  The word beast can equal 666.  The Nicolaitans, the Romans, Hitler, Kaiser Wilhelm 
and ‘you shall destroy’ can all equal 666.  All the abbreviated titles of Domitian, the emperor
at the time writing, found on the various coins all add up to 666.  If this is the correct 
approach, and the book of Revelation is written in the 90s nearly 30 years after Nero’s 
death, the number probably represents the Roman Emperor Domitian who is like Nero and is
warning of the persecution that will soon begin in the mid-90s.  

Secondly, there is the school that sees the 666 as indicating the duration of the reign of the 
satanic powers.  These have been attributed to the Roman Empire, the Roman Catholic 
Church, Islam and many others.  

Thirdly, there is the symbolic school.  This school points out that there are many problems 
with trying to work out what the number equals.  Firstly, one has to assume the number 
must be put into Hebrew or Greek when John does not encourage us to do so.  Secondly, 
the title Caesar Nero seems arbitrary and simply chosen to fit rather than being the clear 
choice.  Thirdly, Hebrew is a difficult language which has vowels that one can or not include 
giving a lot of diversity to the calculations.  Fourthly, they claim that the call to calculate is 
not literally to crack the code but rather the call is for wisdom to know which path of 



obedience to choose.  Fifthly, the numbers in Revelation are always used symbolically and 
not in a mathematical way.  And sixthly, they would claim that the number 6 is mentioned as
the number of man, being the day he was created and the number that is repeated three 
times because it always falls short of perfection and completion represented by the number 
7.  

It is hard to choose which one is right so I will give you the one I choose.  I believe that the 
number = beast, and this was a common and well known designation for Nero in the First 
Century.  Not Caesar Nero, this was only thought up in the 1800s and is not an early title 
known to people in the first century.  The point is not to name Nero but rather a case of 
naming the self-deifying person, the Caesar, in this case Domitian who follows in his 
footsteps driven by the same satanic forces.  When the emphasis is placed in the number 
being the number of a man, the fact that it is a man more than a specific man is the point.  
We cannot bow and worship any man but only God.  The false prophet is directing us to 
worship someone other than God which is idolatry.  
Secondly, I do not believe that the mark is a literal mark on the hand and forehead.  In the 
first century there were various people who had marks of this kind.  There were slaves who 
were marked as a sign of ownership, or soldiers as a sign of devotion, and the Jews who 
wore phylacteries with verses in them indicating the centrality of the word in their thoughts, 
and actions.  Any of these connotations summarise well the devotion to idolatry and are 
fitting symbols of a person given to wrong religion.  Also we see in Ezekiel 9 and the next 
chapter that Himself seals His own people, and that this is a counterfeit seal.  God’s seal is 
invisible in both instances, I believe that this is too.  
Thirdly, the inability to buy and sell if one did not worship the emperor in the first century 
was a reality the Christians had to face.  We must not think of a barcode, or a laser tattoo or
some other technologically alien notion to the first century.  Rather we should think of the 
social ramifications in the first century setting of resisting the imperial cult which was 
integral to Roman society.  

The devil is at war for our minds.  He seeks to turn our worship from God to other messiahs 
that he provides.  Political and military saviours have often been the centre of religious 
fervour.  Christians are called to resist giving their allegiance represented by their heads and 
right hands, their thought and action to any other.  We are called to endure and keep the 
faith even if we are slain when the rest of the world is following false religion.                     


