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INTRODUCTION:

China and Unbelief

This sermon began and the sermon coming up next Sunday evening are the 
fruit of my preaching classes. I preached both of them originally to my class. I 
want us to think about two questions as we begin, number one is why don’t 
unbelievers “give God the glory due His name?”

 In just the two minutes it took for me to read this psalm and pray around
5 or 6 people in China died most likely without ever hearing the gospel. 
5000 people die in China every year the majority without hearing the 
marvelous works of God. Let that sink in. These people were made to 
worship God, but they died without ever giving him glory. Romans one 
says “they didn’t honor him nor were they thankful.” What does it take 
to make unbelieving people thankful?

Our Worship and Unbelief

Why didn’t we make an effort to make sure they heard the gospel? Why is so 
easy to tune out during the time of missionary prayer that we regularly have? 
Why do we sometimes struggle to worship God? Why is it so easy to find our 
mid-week prayer meetings boring? Why do you find it hard to get out of bed on
a Sunday morning?

The answer this text gives is that we are apathetic towards worship and 
missions because we fail to see the glory of God. Let me put that positively, if 
you saw afresh the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ this morning worship
and sacrificial missions would come easily. Missions is easy for the psalmist 
because he has seen the splendor and majesty of Yahweh. 



Historical Context

With that in mind, the historical background for our text is 1 Chronicles 13-16. 
Its author is likely David or Asaph whom we are told in Chronicles 16 David 
appointed to sing. 95% percent of the Psalm is quoted word for word in 
Chronicles 16. 

 In these three chapters David asks the people if they should bring up the 
ark from Jerusalem to help them in battle against the Philistines. The 
people agree that it is a great idea. 

 Instead of having the Levites carry the ark, David organizes a new cart for
it and Uzzah is struck down by the Lord. David gets scared and decides to
leave the Ark at Obed-Edom’s house, where it stays for 3 months. 

 The philistines start a head hunting party to kill David. David seeks God 
and God promises victory for him over the Philistines. 

 He defeats the philistines and immediately has the Levites carry the Ark 
of the Lord back into Jerusalem. He dances with ecstatic joy before the 
Lord. This psalm is one of the songs that David ordered be sung on that 
day.

Outline

With that background established let me give you a quick outline of where we 
are going with this sermon. Our psalmist’s theme is fitting praise for Yahweh in 
light of His glory in salvation and judgement. I was helped immensely in 
understanding this theme by a book called “God’s Glory in Salvation through 
Judgement” by Jim Hamilton even though he completely skips this psalm in his 
book. 

In that book Jim Hamilton argues that the one unifying and central theme of 
the bible is God’s glory seen in saving His people through judgement. So as 
judgement falls on Christ, we are saved and God is glorified in the display of His
grace against the backdrop of His justice. At this point I think that Jim Hamilton 
is right and that bibles great overarching metanarrative is salvation through 
judgement. But regardless of whether that holds up as a watertight theme for 
all of scripture it is undoubtedly the theme of this psalm. We see his glory in 
salvation from verses 1-9. And his glory in judgement from verses 10-13. So 
God’s glory in salvation form verse 1-9 is this week’s evening message and next 
week we will see God’s glory in judgement in the last third of this psalm. 



For our purposes, I would like us to use this as demonstration for how we can 
better understand portions of the Old Testament by thinking of the psalms 
main points. Thinking about fitting praise for Yahweh’s saving work the psalmist
outlines that God’s glory requires a new song, a universal choir, and 
appropriate praise. God’s glory requires a new song, a universal choir, and 
appropriate praise.

Look with me in your bible at verses one to three were we see our first point.

MAIN POINT ONE: God’s Glory Requires a New Song

The author of this psalm is imploring the people and in fact all the earth to sing
to the LORD a new song. Let’s read verses one to three: “Oh sing to the LORD a 
new song; sing to the LORD all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell 
of His salvation from day to day. Declare His glory among the nations, His 
marvelous works among all the peoples!”

Why should we sing to the LORD a New Song? 

Well historically in the cultures surrounding the Old Testament a new song is 
commanded when a new victory is won. And this victory song tells of the 
greatness of the battle and describes the significant characters. It is a way of 
celebrating, preserving, and crediting the victory of a battle to an individual.

You have heard of one, you remember the story of David when he slays the 
giant goliath, “The Philistine” as he calls him and delivers the people. The 
women make for him a new song. They come out to meet him after he returns 
from slaying the philistine and they sing “Saul has slayed his thousands and 
David his tens of thousands.”

How Worship Works

This is how worship works. There is a salvation event. And as we experience 
salvation of that event we are lead to think about the person behind it. 
Miraculous salvation plus contemplation equals seeing the glory of the savior. 
And seeing the glory of the savior naturally overflows into worship. So as David,
or the psalmist, contemplates God delivering him from the philistines who are 
after his head. He sees through that deliverance not just a get out of jail free 
card, but the faithfulness of the God who orchestrated his deliverance. An as 
his heart is lead to contemplate this God worship wells up in his heart. So are 
you having trouble worshiping? Have you felt your heart dull this Christmas. 
Maybe your problem is not that the songs are duds. And the air in the building 



is too stale but that you are having trouble seeing glory? The good news is 
there is glory to be seen. And our psalmist can see it. 

How Worship Progresses

Notice the flow of the imperatives in this section. I think there is a climatic 
development here. It starts in verse one: sing, sing, sing, tell, declare. What 
happens as you see the glory of Yahweh and respond in worship is that you 
realize how much more worship Yahweh is worthy of. And you ask man how 
can I do this better? How can I sing louder? And then as your voice about gets 
worn as you sing and sing and sing you realize still God is worthy of more praise
and you ask, “How can I get more people involved in this?” You walk through 
the supermarket and you think man all these people go home and never 
worship God. You walk past the world map that you have hanging in your home
and you think man hardly none of these people are worshipping God.

This is the foundation for John Piper’s book Let the Nations be Glad! His thesis 
there is missions exists because worship doesn’t. And as David thinks of 
Yahweh saving him from those head hunting philistines, he concludes with 
Piper that Yahweh is worth international praise. Our worship, if it is good, 
ought to get missional!

Leading our Singing for Evangelistic Zeal

I was thinking in particular of those of you who lead musically as I was 
reviewing my manuscript this afternoon. This is the ideal of good worship 
leading, and the aim of good hymn-writers is to cause the hearts of God’s 
people so to rise in as they contemplate Christ that evangelism comes 
naturally. In rightly emphasizing the priority of preaching in the gatherings of 
God’s people there is a tendency to be little worship. But it as the hymnody of 
the church has been at its highest that the mobilization of the church for 
missions has been most effective. Think about the huge Methodist movement 
that came out of England in the 18th century one of the great powerhouses of 
that movement was the hymn writing of Charles Wesley, who song “And Can it 
Be” we sung just this morning.

So there is a sense in which, after the listening to Nick preach and singing your 
hearts out at the closing hymn every Sunday morning. That as you drive home 
every Sunday down Selwyn street or Pages road you ought to ask, “man, what 
are all these people doing?” They’re missing the glory of God! They’re going to 
play golf, and walking in the park. And they’re missing out on worshipping God.



It’s just absurd. We could put a sign out there on state highway one, right after 
the turn before Pack and Save, “Glory of God: this way!”

This need for more worshippers leads into our second point. 

MAIN POINT TWO: The Glory of God Requires a Universal Choir

Yahweh’s glory has to overflow in praise to philistines who worship fake gods 
And ultimately God’s glory requires a universal choir. Where people from every 
country that He has made, and all things tremble before the beauty and 
strength of Yahweh’s. Let’s read verses 4-6, “For great is the LORD, and greatly 
to be praised; He is to be feared about all gods. For all the gods of the peoples 
are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are
before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.”

Verse four gives the reason why the salvation of Yahweh needs to go to all the 
peoples. The reason the psalmist gives is that God is glorious. He says, “Declare
his glory among the nations . . . For Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised.” God’s glory deserves a worldwide, sea to sea, kind of worship.

Two New Reasons for Missions

He now restates the case with a slightly different command. God’s glory means 
that he must be feared. We see this in verse four, “he is to be feared above all 
gods.” Then he gives two new reasons:

 Reason One: The first reason is put in the negative. The first reason that 
the LORD is to be feared over all gods is that “the God’s of the peoples 
are worthless idols.” Their made out of inferior material, they have no 
inherent glory, and this makes them useless god’s. Essentially, the 
psalmist is saying that these god’s are rubbish.

 The word for idol in this passage literally means nothings. They 
god’s of the nations are pseudo-gods. They have no substance. 

 They are like politicians. These idol’s promise of unlimited health 
care, unthinkable prosperity, and endless pleasure across the 
radio, but they have no money in the bank. They have no 
substance to back up there claims. As you think about this notice 
that the things, which Satan is using to tempt you away from 
Yahweh are the kind of idols this text is talking about.

 Jeremiah says in Jeremiah 10:5, “Their idols are like scarecrows in 
a cucumber field. (They are like the scarecrows that are stuck up 



around Halloween time) and [to make it worse] they cannot 
speak; they have to be carried, for they cannot walk.  Do not be 
afraid of them, for they cannot do evil, neither is it in them to do 
good.” I mean Jeremiah doesn’t mince words.

Halloween is About Worship 

And in light of that text think about the phenomenon of Halloween for a 
moment. I’m not interested in talking about whether Christians should or 
shouldn’t celebrate it. But what is Halloween about? Halloween is about 
worship. We are going to worship something. If your heart isn’t glad in God it is
going to find joy in the worship of something.

I wrote this quote down this morning from John Cumming. Thinking of how to 
express the thought of this text, “His glory shines from every ray of light that 
reaches to us from a thousand stars; it sparkles from the mountain tops that 
reflect the earliest and retain the last rays of the rising and setting sun;” Every 
day you see an unbelievable amount of glory and you will give the credit for 
that glory back to something because we are like mirrors, and once the light of 
God’s glory hits us we are going to shoot it off somewhere in worship. The 
question this evening when you walk out of the service is not will you worship?
The question is what will you worship?

New Year’s Resolutions and the Futility of False Worship

Don’t you see that things you are tempted to worship and set up for yourselves
as goals this year offer you anything? They can’t do good. Their worthless. 
Think about this, if thing that you are tempted to worship can compel you to 
sacrificially evangelize then it is a poor object of your souls’ worship. If the 
more time you spend worshipping your idol the emptier you get inside, then 
your god is a fraud. It’s an imposter. It’s only pretending. It’s got nothing more 
to offer than a hay-stuffed scarecrow on a cucumber field with a sign hung 
around its neck saying “behold your God!” Doesn’t it make you want to give to 
missions when you think of the poor souls who have lived their whole lives 
with this kind of God. The majority of the world is worshiping scarecrows made
of trash? So that the things we count as rubbish are other people’s idols! And 
doesn’t it fill you with joy when you think that God stepped in so that now you 
count all things as rubbish that you may gain Christ?

The second reason that the psalmist gives that the Yahweh is to be feared 
above all gods is that Yahweh made the heavens. There is a deliberate contrast 
here of impotency and potency. The idols of the nations are “worthless,” but 
the LORD has proven his efficacy by making everything that exists. Unlike the 



boring, lifeless idols of peoples Yahweh is worthy of worship “for the Lord 
made the heavens.”

Creation and Redemption in Worship

I want to make a little interlude here and think about this idea of creation and 
redemption in the worship of Yahweh and to offer a little nugget. I have been 
thinking a lot about this over the last semester. And in preparing for this 
sermon.

Does God have to save us to be worthy of worship? The answer is no. “God 
made the heavens” or in the words of the children’s catechism, “God made you
and all things.” If He made us, then He is worthy of worship on the basis of that
alone. And God is already seen as glorious in the way that He made all things. 
So it is appropriate to worship God on the basis of his creating and sustaining 
actions. As the psalmists do. However, God’s glory is exponentially seen in his 
marvelous works. Or His saving activity. And post cross we will sing the song of 
the Lamb that was slain for all eternity. So I think mainly we should worship 
God on the basis of His covenantal works of redemption. 

Shakespeare and True Worship

Think about it through this lens when a Shakespeare wrote plays he also 
designed the set, in which they were performed. It is appropriate and 
respectful to go and sit in your seat before the show starts and marvel at the 
set displayed before you. However, if you leave before the play starts you miss 
the real genius of Shakespeare and you dishonor him. So with God, worship the
glory of Yahweh revealed in creation and providence, but sing of the glory of 
God’s saving redemption forever.

The implication of God’s creating activity is that he is worthy of universal 
worship. But post fall, He will accomplish and inspire that universal worship 
through the saving revelation of His glory. This is what the story of this book is 
all about God’s pursuit of glory from His people as they rejoice in Him. As we 
continue think about how to appropriately worship the Lord let’s move on to 
the last section of the psalm we will address today.

MAIN POINT THREE: The Glory of God Requires Appropriate Praise

Let’s read the last three verses, “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His 
name, bring an offering and come into His courts! Worship the Lord in the 
splendor of holiness; tremble before him all the earth!”



We are introduced in this section to a new verb. We have seen already, sing, 
declare, tell, fear. Now the psalmist tells the people to “ascribe” glory to God. 
The word ascribe means is “put it in writing.” The idea behind is giving the 
appropriate credit for something.

Ascribing God glory like Ascribing a Painting to Rembrandt

So when we say the painting, “The Return of the Prodigal,” which portrays the 
Father welcoming the prodigal son home, is ascribed to Rembrandt. What we 
mean is that he deserves the praise for that painting. This painting in all its 
wonderful use of light and color and texture. And the depth of symbolism it’s 
symbolism, as you see the soft left had of the father embracing the son and the
hard and heavy right hand symbolizing the Lord’s protection of his people. All 
this symbolism is meant to reflect on Rembrandt’s reputation. That is the idea 
of what it means to ascribe.

So, we are to give to God the praise He deserves for the strength and glory of 
the way that He has saved us. The psalmist lists three aspects of how we 
should give to God appropriate praise.

Ascribe to God the right Quality and Quantity of Praise

Our praise must be appropriate in quality and quantity. He says, “Ascribe to the
LORD the glory due to His name.” It is commonly pointed out by commentators 
on this verse that the word for glory throughout this psalm means 
“weightiness” in the Hebrew. I think there is a deliberate contrast throughout 
the psalm of the weightiness and dense substance of Yahweh in comparison to 
the nothingness of the worthless idols. The psalmist’s theology in this psalm is 
like the pre-game jousts of a boxer. It is a compare and contrast apologetic for 
the Christian faith. You might entitle this psalm God among the scarecrows.

Muhammad Ali and the Praise of Yahweh

With this in mind, thinking about what it means to give God the appropriate 
quality and quantity of praise. I want you to imagine that you are a boxing 
manager assigned to find an opponent for Muhammad Ali, the only man who 
ever won the Lineal Heavy Weight Championship three times. You must put 
someone down on the fight card for him to fight. And you don’t want to do 
that wrong when you know this guy can knock guys out in one round. Who you 
write down on the fight card will either insult or give him glory. You must 
choose a man. You must choose a man with two qualities. He must be of the 
same quantity as Ali and the same quality as him. 



a.i. So firstly you need to find a man of his quantity a man of his
weight class. You can’t put him against a welter-weight. The 
guy needs to be a heavy weight. 

a.ii. Second you need to find some one of the same quality. 
Someone with a world renown reputation. You need to find 
someone else who has also won a heavy-weight 
championship!

Muhammed Ali said in his time, “I am the greatest.” In a sense that statement 
was true—he was for a time the undisputed heavy weight champion of the 
world. But Yahweh is the greatest without qualification and the heavy-weight 
champion of the universe. We must give unto God the quality and quantity of 
worship that His name deserves. That’s the first way in which our worship must
be appropriate.

Ascribe to God Praise Appropriate in Form. 

We see this in the last half of verse 8. The psalmist implores the families of the 
peoples to “bring an offering and come into His courts.” There is an appropriate
way to show Yahweh thanks for his saving work, and we are to worship him in 
accordance with His Word. The gentiles need to express their thanks by 
bringing offerings. Further they are to worship Yahweh in “the splendor of 
holiness” this is a phrase used throughout the psalms to refer to priestly attire. 

b. But in the times that this psalm was written the gentiles were 
allowed into the outer court of the sanctuary. But I think the 
psalmist is envisioning a day when the gentiles can fulfill priestly 
duties. When the gentiles can honor God be royal priests adorned 
with holy character and make spiritual sacrifices. But regardless 
the abiding principal is that God has shown us in His word how we 
should worship him and what we are to sing about.

Our Praise Must be Appropriate in Humility

The psalmist commands “all the earth to tremble before Him.” We are to come 
before God with humility and joy. And one day we will fall on our faces before 
Yahweh at the sight of His wonderful glory. 

MAIN POINT FOUR: The Psalm Fulfilled in Christ

I would like us to conclude this sermon by bringing together some elements of 
this psalm that I alluded to as we went through. I call it when worship goes 



eschatological. I wonder if this has ever been your experience in worship. You 
look around after the sermon and see a brother worshiping Christ from an 
entirely different culture your heart longs for the day when you will be able to 
sing with people from all the ends of the earth.

This I think then the psalmist’s experience. When he thinks the glory of Yahweh
as he has seen it in God’s saving work. And he tries to lead God’s people in His 
worship He concludes in verse one that “a New Song” is needed. He then 
realizes that the “a universal sea of worshippers” is needed when He 
commands “all the earth” to praise him. But notice what he also tells the all the
earth to do in verse two he tells them to tell of His salvation from day to day. At
this point in redemptive history the gentiles en masse having nothing in the 
saving work of Yahweh. They can’t talk about God’s saving works over the 
dinner table. The salvation of the Jews just before this psalm came through 
judgement on the philistines. 

A Summary of Where we Have Been

So for the fullness of this psalm to be realized, there needs to be a saving work,
which can inspire praise from the gentiles. I am certain that our psalmist 
realizes this when he uses the phrase “O, families of the peoples” in verse 
seven and what He is unmistakably referencing is the Abrahamic covenant and 
the promise that through the seed of Abraham all “families of the earth” shall 
be blessed. Further, the gentiles must be able to approach God and worship en 
masse, and even just physically this isn’t possible in the Old Covenant temple. 
Finally, the gentiles must be enabled to fulfill priestly duties they have to be 
able to “bring and offering” and worship God in “the splendor of holiness.”

CONCLUSION

As we conclude, turn with me to Revelation 5:8-10. Where we see the 
fulfillment of this Psalm in the consummated work of Christ.

“And when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty 
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls 
fill of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, 
saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and 
by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and tongue and 
language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and 
priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.””

So you see here that Christ by His salvation has fulfilled all the great section of 
this psalm. He has:



1. Put a New Song in the hearts of His worshippers

2. Ransomed a universal choir people from all the families of the peoples 
and cause them to tell of His salvation.

3. And He will make these people a kingdom and priest to serve God in 
appropriate worship forever.

In closing, I would remind you of the questions I asked you in the beginning:

 “Why is it that we don’t effort to make sure that dying people in China 
hear the gospel? Why is it that it is hard to get out of bed on a Sunday 
morning?”

 You can’t get off the hook for not enjoying worship or desiring missions 
because you’re “a theology guy.” I can’t sing or evangelize I just chew on 
big meaty theological books. If your theology is any good it will lead you 
to worship and evangelism. 

 John Calvin said this on commenting on this psalm, “We can never be 
said to have rightly apprehended the redemption wrought out by Christ, 
unless our minds have been raised to the discovery of something 
incomparably wonderful about it.”

 As we close, I urge you to see that the Glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ is worthy of worship and your endeavors to sacrifice for the cause 
of missions and evangelism. He is worth you working overtime to have 
something to give to the guys training theologically in India. Or our 
brothers in Fiji. He is worth you deliberately your holidays this year so 
you can take your children with you to visit an unbelieving neighbor.

Let us pray.


