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Why is Updated Flood Hazard Information 
Needed Post Hurricane Sandy? 
§  Property and business owners with damage or destroyed property face 

major decisions about the rebuilding of their homes or businesses. 

§  Decisions made today can help provide a safer, stronger future for 
communities, families, and business owners. 

 

Providing reliable and timely flood hazard data is just one way 
FEMA is helping decision makers ensure that New Jersey and 
New York coastal communities recover smarter and stronger 

in the wake of this devastating event.  
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What is the Updated Information FEMA 
is Providing? What are ABFEs? 

§  FEMA is providing the State and our community with 
updated estimates of the flood elevations (also 
known as Advisory Base Flood Elevations or ABFEs).    

§  ABFEs represent the best available information in 
order to make a determination on how high 
structures should be elevated to minimize damage 
from future flood events.   

§  ABFEs are provided to communities as a tool to 
support them in recovering in ways that will make 
them more resilient to future storms.  

§  In many cases, ABFEs will reflect higher flood 
elevations than elevations shown on current flood 
maps. 

§  In addition to updated flood elevations, the advisory 
information may also show that portions of our 
community are in new flood zones which may impact 
insurance rates and building practices.  

Prototype for illustrative purposes. 
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What Advisory Information Can I Access?  
§  FEMA has made the ABFE information, including maps and resources,  

available through the following site:  www.Region2Coastal.com 
 
§  Interested parties can: 

•  View the advisory maps reflecting the ABFEs and updated flood zones 
•  Type in your address and access the advisory map for your area as well as 

pull the ABFE for a specific location 
•  View and download PDF advisory maps for specific areas 
•  View the Geospatial Data Layers reflecting ABFEs 
•  View and access resources that can help property owners and our community 

understand the updated flood elevations and what actions can be taken to 
rebuild stronger, safer, and less vulnerable  
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What Will You See on ABFE Maps? 

Notes & Overview Map 

§  Delineated advisory flood hazard 
zones: 
•  Advisory Zone V 
•  Advisory Zone A 
•  Advisory Zone X 

§  Advisory Base Flood Elevations for 
1% annual chance flood 

 
§  Advisory elevations for 0.2% annual 

chance flood 

§  Area and limit of structurally 
damaging wave action 

§  Preliminary Hurricane Sandy high 
water marks 

§  Coastal Barrier Resource Areas 
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City of Long Branch ABFE Map 

Approximately  6-10  ft  on  this  Panel

Monmouth
County

Middlesex
County

For insurance rating purposes refer to the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), available from your local floodplain administrator or the FEMA Map Service Center (http://msc.fema.gov)
MAPS FOR ADVISORY PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FOR INSURANCE RATING PURPOSES

LEGEND

ADVISORY BASE FLOOD ELEVATION MAP

6  Sandy  Surge  Elevations:  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Rapid  Deployment  Gauges  and  High  Water  Marks  (Provisional  data  retrieved  on  11/27/2012).  Current  data  can  be  
found  at:  http://water.usgs.gov/floods/events/2012/sandy/;;  Base  Map:  Bing  Maps  Road;;  Stillwater  Elevations:  Preliminary  Coastal  FEMA  Flood  Insurance  Study  Update  for  
New  York  City  and  New  Jersey,  2012;;  Storm  Track:  NOAA  National  Weather  Service

(See Index Map for Additional Information)
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1  Measured  in  feet  relative  to  the  North  American  Vertical  Datum  of  1988  (NAVD88).  To  convert  from  NAVD88  to  the  National  Geodetic  Vertical  Datum  of  1929,  add  the
following  county-wide  value(s):  Monmouth  (1.1  ft)

ADVISORY BASE FLOOD ELEVATIONS
This map shows Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs) 
developed by FEMA. Use the QR code to the right, 
or navigate to http://www.region2coastal.com/
for more information on how they were determined. 

2  Each  whole-foot  1%  annual  chance  Advisory  Base  Flood  Elevation  shown  applies  to  all  properties  located  in  the  mapped  zone,  with  zone  boundaries  outlined  in  yellow.

OBSERVED SANDY SURGE ELEVATIONS1,6

JOINS  PANEL  SANDY  HOOK  WEST  SE

  

3  Each  whole-foot  0.2%  annual  chance  Advisory  Base  Flood  Elevation  shown  applies  to  all  properties  located  in  the  mapped  zone,  with  zone  boundaries  outlined  in  yellow.
4  Depicts  the  extent  of  the  "Coastal  A  Zone"  or  area  of  moderate  wave  action  where  wave  heights  are  between  1.5  and  3  feet.  The  FEMA  Coastal  Construction  Manual,  
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  the  2012  International  Residential  Building  Code  recommend  Zone  VE  construction  practices  in  this  area.
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DATE  OF  MAP:  DECEMBER  12,  2012

MAP ID: LONG BRANCH WEST NE

These  ABFEs  can  serve  as  a  guide  to  understanding  current  coastal  
flood   hazard   risk   and   the   elevations   that   communities   should   build  
to   in   order   to   protect   themselves   from   future   flood   events.  
As   part   of   the   long   term   recovery   effort,   the  ABFEs   are   a   tool   for  
Federal,   State,   and   local   officials,   building   officials,   builders   and  
architects,   insurance   professionals,   and   property   owners   to   make  
informed  decisions  during  rebuilding  and  to  mitigate  losses  from  future
flood   events,   safeguard   lives,   and   protect   the   private   and   public  
investment   in   rebuilding.                                                                                                     

NOTES

USAGE

The elevations shown on this map are considered 
best available data until issuance of updated

Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

Geographic 
Boundaries

Data Sources:

5  Depicts  the  extent  of  the  Coastal  Barrier  Resources  Act  (CBRA).  CBRA  System  Units  are  shown  on  this  map  to  advise  users  where  Federal  funding  is  unavailable  for  
repairing  or  rebuilding  substantially  damaged  structures.  For  official  delineations  of  the  CBRA,  please  refer  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  at  http://www.fws.gov/cbra/

Flood Advisory Related Data
Advisory  Base  Flood  
Elevation  Zone  (ABFE)2

1%  Advisory  Base  
Flood  Elevation,  feet1,21% EL

0.2%  Advisory  Base
Flood  Elevation,  feet1,30.2% EL

Advisory  Flood
Hazard  Zone  V

Area  of  Moderate
Wave  Action4

Advisory  Flood
Hazard  Zone  A

Hurricane Sandy Related Data
Provisional  Hurricane  Sandy  
Surge  Elevation1,6

Elev.

ID!!▲

JOINS  PANEL  LONG  BRANCH  WEST  SE

Effective  FIRM  
Panel  BoundaryID

Advisory  Shaded
Zone  X

Advisory  Limit  of  the  0.2%  Annual
Chance  Flood  Hazard  Area3

Advisory  Limit  of  the  1%  Annual  
Chance  Flood  Hazard  Area2
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CountyCBRA5

Approximately  4-12  ft  on  this  Panel

Middlesex
County

Monmouth
County

For insurance rating purposes refer to the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), available from your local floodplain administrator or the FEMA Map Service Center (http://msc.fema.gov)
MAPS FOR ADVISORY PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FOR INSURANCE RATING PURPOSES

LEGEND

ADVISORY BASE FLOOD ELEVATION MAP

6  Sandy  Surge  Elevations:  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Rapid  Deployment  Gauges  and  High  Water  Marks  (Provisional  data  retrieved  on  11/27/2012).  Current  data  can  be  
found  at:  http://water.usgs.gov/floods/events/2012/sandy/;;  Base  Map:  Bing  Maps  Road;;  Stillwater  Elevations:  Preliminary  Coastal  FEMA  Flood  Insurance  Study  Update  for  
New  York  City  and  New  Jersey,  2012;;  Storm  Track:  NOAA  National  Weather  Service

(See Index Map for Additional Information)

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

FeetI
OVERVIEW MAP

1  Measured  in  feet  relative  to  the  North  American  Vertical  Datum  of  1988  (NAVD88).  To  convert  from  NAVD88  to  the  National  Geodetic  Vertical  Datum  of  1929,  add  the
following  county-wide  value(s):  Monmouth  (1.1  ft)

ADVISORY BASE FLOOD ELEVATIONS
This map shows Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs) 
developed by FEMA. Use the QR code to the right, 
or navigate to http://www.region2coastal.com/
for more information on how they were determined. 

2  Each  whole-foot  1%  annual  chance  Advisory  Base  Flood  Elevation  shown  applies  to  all  properties  located  in  the  mapped  zone,  with  zone  boundaries  outlined  in  yellow.

OBSERVED SANDY SURGE ELEVATIONS1,6

JOINS  PANEL  SANDY  HOOK  EAST  SW

  

3  Each  whole-foot  0.2%  annual  chance  Advisory  Base  Flood  Elevation  shown  applies  to  all  properties  located  in  the  mapped  zone,  with  zone  boundaries  outlined  in  yellow.
4  Depicts  the  extent  of  the  "Coastal  A  Zone"  or  area  of  moderate  wave  action  where  wave  heights  are  between  1.5  and  3  feet.  The  FEMA  Coastal  Construction  Manual,  
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  the  2012  International  Residential  Building  Code  recommend  Zone  VE  construction  practices  in  this  area.
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DATE  OF  MAP:  DECEMBER  12,  2012

MAP ID: LONG BRANCH EAST NW

These  ABFEs  can  serve  as  a  guide  to  understanding  current  coastal  
flood   hazard   risk   and   the   elevations   that   communities   should   build  
to   in   order   to   protect   themselves   from   future   flood   events.  
As   part   of   the   long   term   recovery   effort,   the  ABFEs   are   a   tool   for  
Federal,   State,   and   local   officials,   building   officials,   builders   and  
architects,   insurance   professionals,   and   property   owners   to   make  
informed  decisions  during  rebuilding  and  to  mitigate  losses  from  future
flood   events,   safeguard   lives,   and   protect   the   private   and   public  
investment   in   rebuilding.                                                                                                     

NOTES

USAGE

The elevations shown on this map are considered 
best available data until issuance of updated

Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

Geographic 
Boundaries

Data Sources:

5  Depicts  the  extent  of  the  Coastal  Barrier  Resources  Act  (CBRA).  CBRA  System  Units  are  shown  on  this  map  to  advise  users  where  Federal  funding  is  unavailable  for  
repairing  or  rebuilding  substantially  damaged  structures.  For  official  delineations  of  the  CBRA,  please  refer  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  at  http://www.fws.gov/cbra/

Flood Advisory Related Data
Advisory  Base  Flood  
Elevation  Zone  (ABFE)2

1%  Advisory  Base  
Flood  Elevation,  feet1,21% EL

0.2%  Advisory  Base
Flood  Elevation,  feet1,30.2% EL

Advisory  Flood
Hazard  Zone  V

Area  of  Moderate
Wave  Action4

Advisory  Flood
Hazard  Zone  A

Hurricane Sandy Related Data
Provisional  Hurricane  Sandy  
Surge  Elevation1,6

Elev.

ID!!▲

JOINS  PANEL  LONG  BRANCH  EAST  SW

Effective  FIRM  
Panel  BoundaryID

Advisory  Shaded
Zone  X

Advisory  Limit  of  the  0.2%  Annual
Chance  Flood  Hazard  Area3

Advisory  Limit  of  the  1%  Annual  
Chance  Flood  Hazard  Area2
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How Will I Benefit from Using ABFEs? 
§  Using ABFEs as recommended elevations 

for rebuilding and new construction can 
reduce the vulnerability of structures to 
flooding and flood damage, thereby 
potentially decreasing the cost of flood 
insurance, as well as the potential cost to 
recover from future storm and flood events 

§  Rebuilding using ABFEs may have a higher 
initial cost, but will likely result in lower long 
term costs 
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Mitigation Results in Real Insurance 
Cost Savings 
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Community Implications: Insurance 
§  The release of advisory information will not change the 

current flood insurance premiums which will continue 
to be based on the official flood maps in effect. 

§  Adopting standards based on ABFEs will not change 
the current zones or elevations. 

§  By elevating your home or business to the ABFEs your 
property will be better protected from future flooding 
events and you may benefit from lower flood 
insurance premiums. 

§  Insurance agents and property owners should be 
aware of future changes to the National Flood 
Insurance Program.  Over time, some flood insurance 
subsidies and discounts will be phased out and 
eventually eliminated.  

 

http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-
program-2/increased-cost-compliance-coverage 
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Community Implications: Floodplain 
Management 
§  If a community decides to enforce ABFEs it 

will need to amend its floodplain 
management regulations and building codes. 
FEMA strongly encourages communities’ use 
of this data when rebuilding. 

§  A community participating in the NFIP is not 
required to use the advisory maps and 
ABFEs. 

§  Some options that communities and property 
owners have to provide additional protection 
are to adopt or use freeboard on top of ABFEs 
or use pile/column foundations to elevate 
residential buildings. 
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Community Implications: Recovery and 
Mitigation Grants 

§  FEMA recovery and mitigation activities and 
programs must use the best flood hazard data 
available prior to obligation of Federal funds. 

§  FEMA will use ABFEs to determine the flood zone 
boundaries and minimum flood elevations required 
for project design and performance standards. 
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Mitigation Resources 
§  Visit www.Region2Coastal.com for many resources, including: 

•  Increased Cost of Compliance: How You Can Benefit 
•  Changes in the Flood Insurance Program: Preliminary Considerations for Rebuilding 
•  FEMA Building Science Resources to Assist with Reconstruction after Hurricane Sandy 
•  Hurricane Sandy Advisory Base Flood Elevations in New Jersey and New York 
•  Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) Frequently Asked Questions   

§  Flood Insurance 
•  Call the National Flood Insurance Program Help Center at 1-800-427-4661 or contact 

us through the online form on the Region2Coastal site 

§  Disaster Assistance 
•  Apply online at http://www.disasterassistance.gov/ or through a mobile device 

at m.fema.gov 
•   Call 1-800-621-FEMA or 1-800-462-7585 (TTY) for hearing and speech impaired 
•  Visit a Disaster Recovery Center in your area  
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Conclusion: Community Resilience 

Together, we all can create stronger and safer communities 
that are better equipped to handle the next major storm 

 

FEMA Provides 
Best Available 
Data (ABFEs) 

Communities 
Adopt Higher 

Standards 

Property 
Owners Build 

to Higher 
Standards 

More Resilient 
Communities 

Created 
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General Background – Why Base 
Flood Elevations (BFEs) are Important 

§  To obtain access to Federal Flood Insurance for their citizens, communities adopt FEMA flood 
maps into their building ordinances. 

§  Specifically, communities are required at a minimum to adopt into their codes the established 
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) for construction heights (elevations)  

§  A communities flood risks change over time.  The BFEs adopted by communities are dated in 
most NY/NJ coastal communities 

§  Once a new BFE is developed by FEMA and a community adopts that new standard, building 
requirements will change, as may your flood insurance rates 

§  A primary way to reduce or avoid future flood losses is to raise your building above the Base 
Flood Elevation (BFE) 

§  If you rebuild to pre-flood conditions, your flood insurance premium could increase dramatically 
in the future. 


