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Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, 
honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military.  
Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the 
Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971.   
 
The Civil War, which ended in the spring of 1865, claimed more lives than 
any conflict in U.S. history and required the establishment of the country’s 
first national cemeteries. 
 
By the late 1860s, Americans in various towns and cities had begun holding 
springtime tributes to these countless fallen soldiers, decorating their graves 
with flowers and reciting prayers. 
 
Each year on Memorial Day a national moment of remembrance takes place 
at 3:00 p.m. local time. 
 
It is unclear where exactly this tradition originated; numerous different 
communities may have independently initiated the memorial gatherings. 
Records show that one of the earliest Memorial Day commemoration was 
organized by a group of freed slaves in Charleston, South Carolina less than 
a month after the Confederacy surrendered in 1865. 
 
Memorial Day is about remembering those who have sacrificed life so we 
can enjoy freedom. 
 
This is what we as the American people fight for.  (What you swear to defend 
as a soldier and an officer of the law. 
 
In Congress, July 4, 1776. 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in 
the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation. 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 
 
 
 

Joshua 4:8 
So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the 
middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the 
LORD had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where 
they put them down. 
  

God wanted the nation of Israel to remember where their 
freedom came from… 
 
1. First of all… Do what God tells you to do!!! 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
2. Secondly… You are going to find God's freedom  
   In the 'The middle' of your situation 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
3. Thirdly… Take that memory of deliverance and… 
   thankfully deposit it in the middle of your life. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
4. Fourthly…  
You can look back to the time of your deliverance… 
But you must not go back to the time of your captivity… 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 
Pick up a memory that God has given you… 
 Or a Promise you can hold onto… 
  Carry it with you for the rest of your life. 
Joshua 1:8-9 (NIV) 
[8] Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. [9] Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 
be with you wherever you go.” 
 


