
Sermon 144: Rom. 12:6-8: The gift of Apostle

OUTLINE

The office of apostle
The significance of apostles

INTRODUCTION

There are many groups that believe that the office and gift of apostle continues today.  The 
Roman Catholic Church believes that an unbroken line of apostolic succession back to the 
first Pope Peter enables the Pope to be the Pope.  The Mormon Church today has living 
apostles, as well as the New Apostolic Church who believe that salvation depends on 
receiving their baptism and getting one of their apostles to lay their hands on you.  Sadly 
even among Christians there is a growing belief that the office and function of apostles and 
prophets are ongoing.  There is a new movement called the NAR, the New Apostolic 
Reformation.  This is a movement started by C. Peter Wagner which has many who adhere 
to its teachings and practices.  This group believes that what the church needs in order to 
fulfil its mission is the biblical offices of apostle and prophet to continue.  Some recognizable
names associated with this movement are Bill Johnson, Paul Cain, Mike Bickle, Rick Joyner, 
Bill Hamon, David Yonggi Cho, Todd Bentley and many others.1  They believe that in 2001 
God began restoring the office of apostle to the church.  One of the primary roles of these 
new apostles is to give new revelation to the church.  They believe that these apostles can 
prophesy even though their prophecies are wrong.  For example, Wagner prophesied the 
total eradication of mad cow disease in Germany by a certain date and he was wrong.  This 
movement is having a huge impact, for example the Harvest network of about 12000 
churches are all under an NAR apostle Che Ahn.
  
This movement has popularised and pioneered a number of terrible things in Christianity.  
They preach a gospel of the kingdom which is something more than the gospel of salvation 
where God is going to take over the world by miracles through the NAR movement.  The 
Strategic spiritual warfare movement with spiritual mapping, combined with identificational 
repentance is all linked to this group.  For example, Wagner was told that he need to go to 
Japan to repent for the atom bombs before a breakthrough for the gospel could take place 
because the demonic spirits have a stronger hold where sin is not confessed.

I tell you these things by way of introduction to our continuing look at the spiritual gifts.  
There are 4 lists in Paul’s writings, Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:7-10, 28, and Eph. 4:11.  Each of 
these lists is representative but not exhaustive.  So as we dive into our look we recognise 
that Romans 12 does not have the full list of gifts, there are others not mentioned here.  So 
because this matter is most important and there is so much misunderstanding I will be 
looking at each gift Paul mentions.  Of first place and importance is the gift of the apostle.  
We do this because of what Paul says in 1 Cor. 12:27-28, ‘Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating,
and various kinds of tongues.’  You will notice that Paul is giving us a hierarchy of 
importance and usefulness.  He puts apostle and prophet in the first position, and the 
teaching gifts before the miraculous, and tongues, which the Corinthians were 
overemphasizing is put last because unless interpreted it does not edify the church.  We will 
look firstly at the office and then the significance of apostles.

1 http://www.apologeticsindex.org/2977-new-apostolic-reformation-overview



The office of apostle

The word apostle was not original with Christianity, it is a common word which means, ‘sent 
one’, ‘representative’ close to our notion of ambassador.  It is a word that can be used in 
many different situations.  We find that in the NT the word apostle is used in this ordinary 
way in places like 2 Cor. 8:23, ‘As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your 
benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.’  
The Greek is literally ‘apostoloi.’  Men who carried correspondence or gifts would have this 
name, also Phil. 2:25.  
But there is also a more technical use that is reserved for a clearly defined function in the 
church.  This is the way Paul uses the word in the lists of gifts.  I know there is a way of 
looking at the gifts that tries to find missionaries in the notion of apostle, and in one sense 
this is lexically possible, but contextually it is not.  When Paul talks about apostles and 
himself as an apostle he does not merely mean a missionary but so much more.  I want to 
be pedantic and stress that something is possibly part of its meaning in a dictionary does 
not mean that this is what Paul means in the context.  If I swapped around the meanings of
the word love in ‘I love my wife’ and ‘I love my wife’s cooking.’  You will end up with a 
meaning that I want to marry her food.  So here with apostle stop automatically translating 
it into missionary and here what Paul is actually saying, it is most important.  

How is Paul an apostle in a way that a missionary never can be? Firstly, Paul was hand-
picked by Jesus Christ.  Paul did not appoint himself to this office, he did not even seek the 
office.  Christ appeared to Paul on the Damascus road and Jesus appointed Paul to this 
highest post in the church.  This is what Paul means when he says, ‘called to be an apostle.’ 
Paul and the twelve were chosen in this way, note the use of the apostle in this technical 
sense in Matthew 10:1-2, “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2 The 
names of the twelve apostles are these:….”
  
Secondly, they need to have been a witness to the resurrected Christ, (1 Cor 9:1, 15:8).

Thirdly, the apostles are especially endowed with power for their particular task, and so Paul
talks about those signs that are peculiar to apostles, 2 Cor 12:12, “The signs of a true 
apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with signs and wonders and 
mighty works.”  

Fourthly, in particular they are enabled by the Spirit to write Scripture, “But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26); “When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.” 
(John 16:13).  Here we see the peculiar ministry of the Spirit in regard to the apostles.  
They would be taught by the Spirit, and they would write down what they were taught and 
remembered, and we now have their writings which make up our bibles.  Your writings can 
never be put on a par with this.  Paul’s writings were also considered the word of God by 
Peter, “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other Scriptures.”  (2 Pet 3:15-16).



Fifthly, the apostles had authority in the church to instruct them, and call their word the 
command of the Lord, after giving instruction about how prophecy should and shouldn’t be 
conducted in the church Paul says, “If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he 
should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord.”  And 2 
Cor. 13:10, ‘For this reason I write these things while I am away from you, that when I 
come I may not have to be severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has given me for 
building up and not for tearing down.’  I, as one of the elders in the church, cannot give you
instruction and call it the command of God unless it comes directly from the word.  

It is only these apostles and not missionaries who make up the foundational role that Paul 
mentions in Eph. 2:19-22, ‘So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in 
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.’  The 
single church of God as the body of Christ as apostles and prophets as the foundation, with 
Christ as the cornerstone.  Their key role is one of revelation, revealing the message of the 
gospel that we now have inscripturated in the bible, look down at Eph. 3:4-5, ‘When you 
read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit.’  As Paul compares his own ministry with Apollos in 1 
Cor. 3:10 he writes, ‘According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder 
I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he 
builds upon it.’  Once again we see a distinction between the foundation laying function of 
an apostle and those who build on it.  

There can be no doubt, the office of apostle was a first century phenomenon limited to a 
handpicked few at the stage when the foundation was being laid.  There cannot be any 
apostles today.  

The significance of apostles

What is the significance of the office and gift of apostle in the church and to us today?  This 
really is the crux of what we need to address.  

We must say at the outset of our answer that without the spiritual gifts the church would 
not exist.  That is not to say that without the gift of healing the church would not exist, no 
but without the most important gifts, for example, apostles, the church would not exist.  All 
gifts benefit the body, but there are pivotal gifts which are essential to its coming into 
existence not only to its wellbeing.  The gift of apostle is such a gift.  God causes the church
by a ministry of the Spirit and the word.  Paul makes clear in 2 Cor. 3 that ministers of the 
New Covenant are conduits for the Spirit which gives life.  The ministry of the apostles 
defined the message that went forth from the church; the message we have recorded in our
bibles, and the tradition that was to be handed on from generation to generation.  In Acts 
we see the pattern of getting saved by the apostolic message and then sitting at the feet of 
the apostles to hear all Christ commanded them.  

In Eph 4:11-15 it is clearly shown that through teaching ministries the church matures.  
Christ gives the gifts of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to speak the 
truth in love, that the church can stop being tossed about by false teaching and know how 
to better serve God and grow as each part functions as it ought.  Pastors, teachers, 
evangelists, elders these would all have nothing to preach unless the foundational message 



had not been established by the apostles.  Paul informs us that he lays a foundation which is
Christ, and that we must be careful how we build on the foundation he has laid, 1 Cor. 3:10.
Every time we read our New Testaments the gift of apostles is serving us.  Every time we 
hear a man get up and deliberately exposit a portion of the apostle’s writings we have the 
ministry of the apostles among us.  This is why we want to have books of the NT preached 
to us.  

This means that you and I are bound to the bible, we are bound to the apostolic message.  
It is they who were taken up into third heaven and saw things.  It is they who were walking 
around with Christ and eye witnesses of His life, death and resurrection.  And it is they who 
were promised the work of the Spirit to remember all Christ said that they could pass it on 
to us.  Paul tells us the importance of the church being built on the apostolic message in 
Galatians 1: 6-9, ‘I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in 
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel--- 7 not that there is another one, 
but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if 
we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached
to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.’
  
It is for this reason that Paul calls the Gospel which he teaches in Romans ‘my gospel’, ‘Now 
to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but 
has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith--- 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.’ (Romans 
16:25-27).  Paul does not mean his as opposed to God’s but his as a God appointed apostle 
who received the message directly from God as opposed to a manmade message.  So if you 
don’t have Paul’s Gospel, if you as a church do not have the same message that the 
apostle’s preached then you are not an apostolic church, a biblical church.

In the Nicene Creed we confess that ‘We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.’  
An absence on reflecting on these confessions has no doubt led to misunderstanding the 
apostolic nature of the church.  What did our fathers mean, and what do we confess when 
we confess the Nicene Creed?  It is not a confession of the ongoing office of apostle but of 
the foundational role of the apostle.  Think of it in relation to this question.  When is a 
church a church?  Is it when two or three Christians get together?  Is it a particular building?
Is it when we have certain office bearers present?  Is it when we practice the sacraments in 
a certain way?  What makes a church a church?  A church can only exist where the apostolic
gospel is being preached.  Without the true preaching of the gospel there can be no church. 
There are many churches that are dysfunctional in terms of baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
church government, disorderly worship, etc., but these all relate to the health of a church, it 
is the apostolic gospel which is the means by which the Spirit creates it.

This has several applications for us, the first is, if you want to have the benefit of the 
apostles ministry today you need to practice Sola Scriptura.  In other words, because there 
can be no new apostles the only way we can have the original apostles speak to us is 
through the bible.  We turn away from new revelation unlike the Seventh Day Adventists, 
Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, and other cults and take the bible as our only authority in 
what we believe or what we do.  This gifts us a tool to test all teaching that we hear.  It 
gives us the confidence to discard and disregard any teaching that contradicts.  We can have
Paul and Peter and John’s thoughts at hand.  All that the Spirit wanted them to remember or
write for us is recorded and we can access it.  As a pastor I don’t have to make up the menu



of God’s people and try and find some new and entertaining way to stimulate you each 
Lord’s Day, all I have to do is keep to the traditional recipes given to us by the apostle.  

Reformed people in the past have applied the apostolic nature of the church in the area of 
worship and followed the regulative principle.  This is a principle of simplicity which says, 
that we have a recorded pattern for church laid down by the apostles recorded in Scripture. 
And that this should make up the pattern for our worship.  Therefore our worship consists of
those elements that the bible records such as sitting under the apostle’s teaching in 
preaching, in praying, fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, baptism and scripture reading.  When 
times change and times change and new and more entertaining modes of media are 
invented we confidently follow the foolish methods of the apostles knowing that the same 
word they preached will experience the same blessing today if we are faithful to their 
message.  

You can apply the gift of the apostle at home.  There you are watching TV and you have 
experts and professors and doctors of all sorts of sciences telling you all sorts of things that 
appear to deny the existence of God.  You can rejoice because you have the eye witness 
accounts of the original apostles.  You have the writings of those who were given the Holy 
Spirit for the particular purpose of remembering what Jesus had said.  You have the writings
of those who went to third heaven and were taught by God Himself.  You have a safe place 
to stand on.  

The gift of apostle helps us to maintain the doctrinal purity of the church and test any new 
message that comes.  There will be those who claim to have visited heaven or hell, those 
who claim all sorts of miracles, those who pretend to all sorts of authority and to be the tool
for the new thing that God is doing.  But Paul tells us that even if he or angel comes with 
another message let them be accursed.  There can be no new message which will in anyway
contradict the old one.  Any innovation and new versions of Christianity that disagree with 
the apostolic account can be identified as counterfeits and we can keep the teachings of the 
church pure and protect the church.  

It is the same for the holiness of the church.  We have a guide that comes directly from the 
apostles.  Holiness is permanently defined for us as Christlikeness.  As holy men and women
we are called to live in holy marriage.  We are to be self-controlled.  We are to put to death 
our sinful deeds and cultivate the fruits of the Spirit.  In a day when sexuality is self-defined 
we find a clear guide that cuts through the confusion.  In an age of new ways to indulge 
and abandon sobriety we have a clear definition of holiness as being wholly His, being filled 
with the Spirit, being altered into the image of Christ by His power not seeking mind altering
state through the use of various chemicals.  

The last point I would like to make is, you have recorded in your hands the apostolic gospel,
that gospel that God has attested with miracles, it is the true message that gives life and the
message we must preach faithfully to the lost.  Read Romans where Paul speaks of ‘my 
gospel.’  Note the basic bad news and good news structure of the message.  Paul begins by 
telling us that our biggest problem is God’s wrath against our sin.  And that there is nothing 
that we can do to stop sinning or to remove the guilt of our sin.  But that God in His mercy 
has provided what we cannot provide for ourselves, our biggest need is righteousness and 
He provides a gift of righteousness in Christ.  We need a full pardon for our sins and He 
provides a full pardon for our sins in Christ.  And that we, helpless sinners that we are, we 
can be saved, not by a new line of performance, this is bound to fall short of His standards. 
No we can be saved by receiving a free gift, the offer of salvation because Jesus Christ has 
paid the praise that we can have it for free.  He died our death and fulfilled the law for us 



being what Paul calls a propitiation for us, a wrath removing sacrifice.  He has fully obeyed 
God’s law and the record of His obedience is offered to dress you in righteousness for 
judgement day so that you can stand before a Holy God dressed in a perfect righteousness 
not your own, instead of in the filthy rags of your sin.  This message, a message of a Holy 
God who loves us so much that He provides for the helpless and offers his help by grace, for
free.  This is the message that we have in our hands and have the privilege of preaching to 
others just as the apostles did.  And if we will be faithful, who knows perhaps again we will 
see thousands of souls being added to the church daily.                   

                           


