
Permission to Solemnize the Marriage of a Person  
Previously Married – Clergy Checklist 

Checklist to be signed and returned to the Bishop, with your letter and recommendation. 

Names of the Parties to Be Married:  

         
     (Date of Marriage)   
  
� 1. I have seen a copy of the divorce or annulment decree for all previous marriages. 

 
� 2. I have counseled with the divorced party to determine the dynamics of the previous marriage and the 

possibilities of the future marriage.  
 

� 3. I have instructed the divorced parties that continued concern must be shown for the well-being of the 
former spouse and all children of the previous marriage.  
 

� 4. I have or will hae ascertained both parties understand that Holy Matrimony is a physical and spiritual union 
of a man and a woman, entered into within the community of faith, by mutual consent of heart, mind and will 
and with intent that it be lifelong.  
 

� 5. I have ascertained that both parties freely and knowingly consent to such marriage without fraud, coercion, 
mistake as to identify of a party, or mental reservation. 
 

� 6. I have determined that at least one of the parties has received Holy Baptism. 
 

� 7. I have or will instruct both parties as to the nature, meaning and purpose of Holy Matrimony, or will satisfy 
myself that they have both received such instruction from persons known to me to be competent and 
responsible. 
 

� 8. The intention of the parties to contract marriage has been signified to me at least thirty (30) days before the 
Service of Solemnization.  
 

� 9. I have obtained in my files a copy of the signed Declaration of Intention. 
 

� I have enclosed with this checklist: 
a) My written assessment of their marriage and my recommendation to the Bishop.  
b) A letter from the party requesting remarriage stating why the previous marriage failed and why the 

cause is not being carried into the proposed marriage. 
 

Signed:         Date:        
Clergy Petitioner 

Congregation Name & City:             


