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PARAPHRASING
Putting the text into 

your own words.

Example:  “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.”

Paraphrase: Treat people how you 
want to be treated.
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SUMMARIZING
Retell the main idea of 

the text in your own 
words. 

Example:  There are now more 
grizzly bears in the wild then there 
were in 1975.Their numbers 
increased from 140 to 50,000.

Summary: Grizzly bears are not in 
danger of going extinct.
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How to paraphrase

Remember RAP – Read, Ask, Put
Read: read the passage carefully

Ask: ask yourself questions. What is the 
main idea or theme? What are the key 
details that support the main idea?

Put: put the information in your own 
words. Think of synonyms for the 
important words.
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How to summarize

Somebody-wanted-but-so-then

• Somebody: who is the main character?
• Wanted: what did the main character

want?
• But: what problems did the main

character face? What was the conflict?
• So: How did the main character solve the

problem?
• Then: how did the story end? What did

the main character learn?
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How to summarize

1. Read the text at least 2 times. Pay attention to 
bold and italicized words. Look up the meaning of 
any words you do not know.

2. Ask yourself “What is the most important idea in 
the text? What idea are all the details about?” 
Then use your own words to write a sentence 
that tells the main idea.

3. Add only details that explain the main idea.

4. Ask yourself “Would someone else understand 
the main idea by reading my summary?”

5. Make changes if needed. 
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Differences

Difference between paraphrasing and 
summarizing:

• A summary is a
much shorter
version of the text.

• It includes only the
most important ideas
or events.

• A paraphrase is
longer than a
summary.

• It includes all the
ideas or events.

• It should include
synonyms for
important words.
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Note-taking

• Notes do  not have to be in
complete sentences

• Make sure you can read and
understand your notes

• Write notes in your own words

• Write just enough so you
know what the notes mean
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Note-taking
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• written in complete
sentences

• copied word for
word

• not related to the
topic or research
question

• paraphrased (in your
own words)

• written in phrases
• directly related to

the topic
• answers the

research question

Wow! Notes Blah! Notes
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My 
favorite 
vacation

My 
favorite 
TV show

A very 
bad day

A time I 
got hurt

1. __________________

_____________________

2. _____________________________

_______________________________

3. _____________________________

_______________________________

4. _____________________________

_______________________________

5. _____________________________

_______________________________

1. __________________

_____________________

2. _____________________________

_______________________________

3. _____________________________

_______________________________

4. _____________________________

_______________________________

5. _____________________________

_______________________________

5. ____________________

______________________

1. _____________________________

_______________________________

2. _____________________________

_______________________________

3. _____________________________

_______________________________

4. _____________________________

_______________________________

5. ____________________

______________________

1. _____________________________

_______________________________

2. _____________________________

_______________________________

3. _____________________________

_______________________________

4. _____________________________

_______________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Summarizing Practice 
Decide on the five most important ideas about the topics below. List them on the lines. 
Then choose one topic and using the details, write a summary of the topic.



Name: _____________________________________

Summarizing Graphic Organizer

©
St

ay
in

g 
Co

ol
 in

 t
he

 L
ib

ra
ry

Somebody

Wanted

But

So

Then

Summary:



Name: _____________________________________

Short and Sweet

©Staying Cool in the Library

Very little rain falls in the desert. Most 
deserts get less than 10 inches of rain 
a year. Some of the animals that live in 
the desert are owls, lizards, snakes 
and coyotes. Not many plants can 
grow in the desert but cactus is the 
most common.

Rose was excited. She was going to 
visit her grandparents this weekend.  
They lived by the ocean. She would 
get to swim in the water, look for 
seashells and make a sandcastle. But 
best of all, her grandpa always took 
her out for ice cream. It was going to 
be a great weekend.

Flag day is June 14th. People 
celebrate by displaying flags at their 
homes and work. Some towns have 
parades and programs teaching 
people about the flag. The flag has 
changed over the years. The first flag 
had 13 stripes and 13 stars. 

Cody’s dog Buster is nothing but 
trouble! He chewed up mom’s new 
shoes, stole food from the table and 
scratched up the floor. If Buster 
doesn’t learn some manners soon, 
Cody might have to find him a new 
home.

Read the passages below. Write a one sentence summary of each passage.
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Name: _____________________________________

Read the short biography below about Jackie Robinson . Then write an important detail about his life in each of the 
boxes below.

Wanted – Important Details

Jackie Robinson grew up in California.  He went to college and played football, 
baseball, basketball and track. Jackie had to quit college before he graduated to 
help support his family. Then he went to serve overseas in World War I. When he 
returned he played baseball in an all-black league. Then in 1947 he moved on to 
professional baseball with the Brooklyn Dodgers. Many people were unhappy with 
a black man playing professional baseball. But Jackie ignored them and just 
played the game.  He was such a good player that people began to accept him.  
He became the first African-American to play in the World Series and won many 
awards including being elected into the baseball Hall of Fame.
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Name: _____________________________________

Take a bite out of paraphrasing

The great white shark is a fierce predator. They can grow up to 20 feet and weigh 
5,000 pounds. They can live from 50-70 years. They live in temperate waters (not hot 
or cold) near coastlines. They will search for prey on the ocean surface while they 
swim below. Once they spot their prey they will put on a burst of speed to capture it. 
They have also been known to breech (completely jump out of the water). Their sense 
of smell is legendary. They can smell a drop of blood in 25 gallons of water. They are 
carnivores and will eat fish, stingrays, other sharks, dolphins and seals. They do not 
chew their food but instead use their rows of very sharp teeth to tear their food into 
pieces. One meal can keep a great white full for up to two months. Great whites 
account for about half of all the shark attacks on people. Some people believe that 
the sharks mistake people for seals.

Read the paragraph below. Underline or highlight the important words and key phrases. 
Write these key words and phrases in the table below (just like if you were taking notes). 
Write one idea per line. 

Important words Key phrases

On another sheet of paper, paraphrase the paragraph using ONLY the notes you wrote above. 



Name: _____________________________________

What’s the Weather?
Read the passages below. Paraphrase each passage (put it in your own words).

Precipitation is any type of moisture 
that falls from the sky. How does this 
happen? First the sun heats up the 
water on earth and turns it into water 
vapor. This is called evaporation. 
Then the air cools the water vapor in 
a process called condensation. The 
vapor then forms a cloud.  After the 
clouds form precipitation will fall from 
the sky. This is the water cycle.

A thunderstorm is a rain storm with 
thunder and lightning. It is caused by 
unstable air. This is warm air that 
rises quickly. As the warm air moves 
up it will begin to cool and form a  
cumulonimbus cloud. Rain begins to 
fall from the cloud and the wind picks 
up. Lightning is a brief flash of 
electricity. Thunder is a sound wave 
caused by the lightning.  

A tornado is a fast spinning column of 
air that touches the ground and a 
cloud. They usually form from a 
thunderstorm.  Wind speeds from a 
tornado can reach 200-300 m.p.h. 
Most tornadoes only last a few 
minutes but they can cause a lot of 
damage. The funnel-shaped cloud can 
pick up houses, trees, cars and even 
people. They are very dangerous and 
powerful.
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Name: _____________________________________

©Staying Cool in the Library

Wow or blah notes
Read each note. Color the bone to show whether it is a wow note or a blah note.
Wow notes = written in phrases, paraphrased, relate to the topic
Blah notes = complete sentences, copied, off- topic

facts Wow! Blah!

1. The fastest dog is the Greyhound, they can
run over 40 m.p.h.

2. puppies sleep 18-20 hours a day

3. most popular dog breed – Labrador
Retriever

4. As a general rule, smaller dogs do live longer
lives than bigger dogs.

5. Cats can live 15-18 years.

6. heaviest dog breed – Mastiff

7. 28 teeth

8. The Basenji is a dog breed that does not
bark.

9. sweat feet

10. dogs have 3 eyelids

11. Dalmatian puppies are born white, they do
not develop spots until about 3 weeks of age.

12. a guide dog needs about 18 months of
training

Topic: Facts about dogs



Name: _____________________________________

©Staying Cool in the Library

Note-taking
You are doing research about presidents . You found some information and wrote it down on note cards and had 
them organized into 3 main topics.  But your cat jumped on the table and scattered your note cards all over the 
floor. Now you have to put the facts back in order. 
Directions: Read the facts on the note cards. Color the related facts the same color. Then write each fact under the 
correct  heading.

President requirements

President responsibilities

President income



Name: _____________________________________
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History of Earth Day
Read the information below about the history of Earth Day. Take notes on the note card. The first note is done.

Earth Day is April 22. It is a day to remember how important the environment is 
and why we need to protect it. Many years ago people did not think about this. 
Water became polluted, the air was dirty and trash was not thrown away 
properly. Also most people did not recycle. Earth Day was started to remind 
people how important it is to take care of the planet and to conserve natural 
resources. More people began to recycle and to reduce their energy use.  
US Senator Gaylord Nelson was concerned because not many people seemed 
to care about the environment. Forests were being cut down and chemicals 
were dumped into rivers and streams. He wanted people to help conserve and 
protect Earth’s resources. Other politicians did not see the importance of this 
so Nelson organized his own events. The first Earth Day was celebrated on 
April 22, 1970 with about 20 million people taking part. There were speeches, 
marches and rallies. People became educated about why it’s important to take 
care of the earth and ways to do it. As the years have passed countries all over 
the world celebrate Earth Day.

• April 22 – Earth Day
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Let>s Surnrnarize � � \./rite a summary of the paragraph using 12 #13 �
words or less. : 

: Emperor penguins have four la'{ers of 
• 

: feathers to help protect thern frorn the cold. 
• 

: The'{ will also huddle together in groups called 
• 

: colonies to keep warrn. As the penguins on 
• 

: the inside warrn up the'{ switch places with 
• 

: the outside penguins so the'{ can warrn up 
• 

: �O. 
• 

• 

• • 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

\./rite a summary of the paragraph using 12 
words or less. �l 

Alice went to a sleepover at her friend 
Susan's house. Susan wanted to watch a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

scar'{ rnovie about zombies. Alice wanted to : 
• 

: 
• 

: 
watch something funn'{. Since it was Alice's 
house, Susan watched the zornbie rnovie. 

That night Susan couldn't fall asleep. 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

� Let>s Surnrnarize 
�

� 
: \./rite a summary of the paragraph using 12 #1 y � 
: words or less. :
• • 

• • 

• • 

: Precipitation is moisture that falls frorn the : 
• • 

: sky First the sun heats up the water on : 
• • 

: earth and turns it into water vapor. This is : 
• • 

: called evaporation. Then the air cools the :
• • 

: water vapor in a process called condensation. : 
• • 

: The vapor then forrns a cloud. After the : 
clouds forrn precipitation will fall. 
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Let>s Surnrnarize � � \./rite a summary of the paragraph using 12 #16 �
words or less. : 

• 

• 

: When J enn'{'S farnil'{ got horne the'{ saw that : 
: their door was open and a window was : 
: broken. There was glass all over the floor and : 
: their TV was gone. J enn'{'S dad called the : 
: police. Jenn'{ was scared. She went to a : 
: neighbor's house while their dad talked to the : 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

policeman . 
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• 
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Answer ke'{ for summarizing task, cards 1-8 

1. B.
2. A.

3. A.

4. B.
5. C.

G. C.

7. B.

8. C.

Possible answers for summarizing task, cards 9-1 G 

9. The Pilgrims hod a difficult journe'{ on the Mo'{flower.

10. Arctic terns migrate ver'{ for.

11. Haile'{ is nervous.

12. S�uirrels gather food for winter.

13. Emperor penguins hove adopted to the cold.

14. The water C'{cle hos 3 steps.

15. The movie scored Susan.

1G. J enn'{'S house was broken into.

©Sto'jin9 Cool in the Libr·or·'i 




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	summarizing go.pdf
	Slide Number 1

	Updated TOU.pdf
	Slide Number 1

	Updated TOU.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Credits for most digital products.pdf
	Slide Number 1

	Table of contents.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

	Credits for most digital products.pdf
	Slide Number 1


	Credits for most digital products.pdf
	Slide Number 1




