
Sermon 17: Ephesians 6:18: Persevering Prayer

OUTLINE

Who God is
Why God delays

INTRODUCTION

We are lingering over the issue of prayer because it is so needed in our lives.  We have 
reminded ourselves of the nature of prayer, the different types of prayer, and today we 
continue by considering perseverance in prayer.  Paul writes, ‘praying at all times in the 
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert with all perseverance….’  
There are two aspects of perseverance to consider.  Firstly, Paul is calling upon us to be alert
and persevere in attempting to pray at all times, in the Spirit, with all types of praying.  He 
is calling upon us to fight hard, to be disciplined, and to exert ourselves to make prayer the 
habit of our lives.  We have said many things about this form of perseverance already so will
not repeat ourselves.  But the second type of persevering prayer we need to consider is the 
type taught to us by Christ where we ask, seek, and knock until we receive an answer.  It is 
to this type of prayer that we turn now.

Have you ever asked yourself why God delays in answering prayer?  If God really wants 
something, and you know what He wants and pray accordingly, for example praying for the 
salvation of the lost, then why does He not answer straight away?  Many a young Christian 
has had their faith challenged by delayed answers to prayer, even mature Christians have 
struggled with the reason for delayed answers, which appear as no answers.  The Lord in 
His wisdom has appointed that not all prayer be answered immediately, so today I would 
like us to consider Jesus teaching on prayer and seek to offer some perspectives on why this
is the case.

Who God is

Most problems in theology are ‘why’ questions, ‘Why do good things happen to bad people?’
‘Why did God make the devil?’ ‘Why does evil prosper if God is sovereign?’ etc., but the Bible
doesn’t always answer the why questions, but does always answer the more important ‘who’
question.  Who God is is the much better answer which satisfies all the ‘why’ questions.  
Remembering that He is unchangeably good, even though circumstances may appear to 
portray Him as bad, settles our fears.  To remember that He infinitely wise when things 
appear foolish, or that He is in control when things appear chaotic, gives us peace and we 
can rest.  So lets look at some of Christ’s teaching on prayer and notice the trend of how 
Christ constantly tells us who God is as the motivation for perseverance.  Notice that He 
does not pull back the curtain on God’s workings and explain the why question, He always 
points us to God’s character as the grounds for our perseverance.  We will consider 3 
familiar texts. 

Matthew 7:7-11, ‘"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, 
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!’  



The main point that we need to take it that three times Jesus tells us to persevere, to want 
and desire the things we need from God in order to fulfil the holy life that is expected of us. 
Here is where many of us fall down, we are very weak and insipid in our desires.  Our only 
strong desires are those that lust after sin or that are for ourselves.  We have no strong 
desire and fire and passion for Kingdom, we do not beg God to make us useful, we do not 
hunger and thirst for righteousness.  When Elijah prayed he was described as fervent, Paul’s
life was governed by straining towards perfection (Phil 3:7-14).  True desire is something 
that needs to be in our hearts when we pray, prayer helps us in that we mould our thoughts
and feelings around God’s, were we search our hearts and correct wrong thinking.  

However, Jesus main point of encouragement, and where our confidence should come from 
is not from our own enthusiasm, but rather God’s fatherliness towards us.  God is not 
everyone’s father, he is only the father of those who are adopted into the new family of God,
through faith in Christ (John 1:12-13).  But Jesus stresses that because he is our Father he 
is liberal.  Jesus speaks about human fathers and argues from the lesser to the greater.  
Human fathers are mixtures of good and bad, but God is all good.  Human fathers can give 
things that they think are good, but end up being bad, God never makes that mistake.  
Human fathers can give too much or too little, God always gives us exactly what we need.  
Human fathers are not cruel and evil, most of the time, God is always generous.  Human 
fathers don’t punish or tease there children at their best, how much better would God be at 
giving to his children?  The point Jesus is making is a simple one, persevere in your asking, 
seeking and knocking because God is not grudging and unwilling but a loving Father.  Notice
Jesus did not explain why God delays or go into the many benefits we can have from delays 
in answered prayer, He simply reminds us of God as our perfect Father as incentive to 
consider steadfast in prayer.  

Luke 11:5-13, ‘And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; 7 and he will answer from within, 'Do not 
bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and 
give you anything'? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he
is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 
And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will 
instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  

You will notice that this is the same teaching as Matthew but there is the added parable of 
the friend at midnight.  When Jesus uses the words, ‘ask, seek, knock’ He wants you to have
this annoying friend at midnight and his persistence in mind.  Do you see the parable’s 
teaching on God as our friend?  We can come with boldness, as at midnight to waken a 
friend because of our intimacy with God.  Jesus encourages us with the word ‘impudence’.  
This is not to indicate that God can be bullied or is impressed with bravado; no, Jesus is 
encouraging a persistence that can only flow from being good friends.  Persistence is not a 
way of changing God from unwilling to willing but drawing on His willingness.  The details of
the parable that the friend was in bed, the door is shut and he would unsettle the children 
are not helpful in giving us any reasons for why God delays, but front and centre are the 
notions of God as a friend and Father.  



Luke 18:1-8, ‘And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart. 2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 
'Give me justice against my adversary.' 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to 
himself, 'Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 
coming.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God 
give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell
you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on earth?"

This parable is particularly pertinent to the issue of perseverance, the purpose is explicitly 
stated in v1, ‘And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart.’  We may pray for the salvation of a loved one but become discouraged.  We 
pray for the changing of our difficult circumstances but give up when things don’t change on
our timeline.  Losing heart, faltering, doubting, giving up, these all describe us.  This parable
sets up a scenario where the plaintiff is innocent and in the right and that justice and a 
positive answer is the expectation.  But what we would expect to happen does not happen, 
the widow does not receive what is right.  Jesus portrays the widow as being persistent with
the unjust judge.  And He reasons that if persistence with an unjust judge works, do not 
give up when praying to God who is a just judge.  Once again there is no explanation for 
delay just a portrayal of God’s willingness to answer prayer.  
  
This parable is extremely fitting for our situation in the world.  The widow who is opposed 
by her adversary is a picture for the needy and oppressed church in the world that has 
enemies on every side.  As a hurting church we are crying out day and night, and Christ is 
telling us that God is just, does hear and will answer.  
But if Jesus were to return today would He find us pouring out our hurts to God, would He 
find us persisting in prayer, would He find us resisting sin on every sin and seeking His 
intervention?  Sadly in the first world we are more like Babylon than the widow, we sit 
comfortable and oblivious to our sad condition.  There is no resistance, no warfare, no 
conflict and pleading, there is just capitulation, compromise, apathy and sleep.  

If we inspect the three instances where Jesus encourages us to pray with endurance, you 
will also see that there are real and urgent needs that are pressing upon us that we are 
seeking to pray for.  In the context of Matthew 7 Jesus has told us to seek first the kingdom 
of God.  In the parable of the friend at midnight we are banging on God’s door because of 
the needs of another friend who needs God’s provision.  In the parable of the widow we are 
shown the needy situation of the church at war with the world and the wartime praying that
takes place.  Part of the reason for a lack of persevering prayer is that we forget who we are
praying to, but another part is that we are not urgent in the right things like seeking the 
kingdom, a friends need, or intervention in our wartime conflicts.            

Here is a testimony about persevering prayer from the life of George Mueller.  “In November 
1844, I began to pray for the conversion of five individuals,” Mr. Muller said. “I prayed every 
day without a single intermission.”  Eighteen months passed before the first was saved.  Five
years lapsed, then the second was converted. Six years passed before the third was 
converted. The last two remained unconverted.
Pastor Charles R. Parsons, in an hour interview with George Mueller towards the close of his 
life, asked him if he spent much time on his knees. Mueller replied, “I have been praying 
every day for fifty-two years for two men, sons of a friend of my youth. They are not 
converted yet, but they will be! How can it be otherwise?”  Mr. Mueller went to Heaven 



praying firmly in faith, thanking God in advance, for the salvation of those for whom he was 
praying.  Within months of his passing, the last friend on his prayer list was converted.1  52 
years is a long time to pray for someone but God answered prayer.

Why God delays

We could end our sermon here because you have heard all the encouragements Christ 
intended for you in order for you to persevere in prayer.  However, there are several why 
reasons that we can extrapolate on the basis of what God has already been revealed.  
Firstly, delays are not delays.  God’s timing is never wrong, all has been planned from 
eternity past by His perfect Wisdom and is executed by His perfect power so that nothing is 
early or late.  Delays are how we describe things not happening according to our timetable 
and wisdom.  A classic example is the promise to Abraham of God bringing his descendants 
into the land in Gen. 15:12-16.  God tells Abraham that the sins of the Amorites are not yet 
full/complete and so there is a delay.  600-800 years went by before God fulfilled this 
promise.  You and I only live to 80 if we are enabled, this time period seems so long to us.  
But God was patient, He was patient with the sins of the Amorites where we would have 
lashed out at them in an instant.  When Israel and her armies came into Canaan and drove 
out the idolatrous tribes it was for over 600 years of idolatry that they were being judged.  
Just because God doesn’t do things according to your timetable does not mean that He is 
delaying or doing things wrong. A thousand are like yesterday to the Lord, be patient and 
continue to pray!

Delays in prayer are primarily for our benefit.  Prayer never changes God it changes us.  
      
Generally speaking we are insensible in prayer, I mean that we don’t remember our 
requests, we don’t want them with any real fervour and if an answer came, we wouldn’t 
know it was an answer to prayer even if it hit us on the head.  Let me ask you, when was 
the last time you had an answer to prayer?  I am not trying to make you feel guilty about 
not praying but not remembering what you prayed for because you didn’t really want it.  
This is where persevering in prayer becomes helpful.  When we have to pray regularly, 
repeatedly and with anxiety over a matter, the greater the delay the greater the expectation 
and the greater the gratitude and praise.  Our thanks is nothing near to what God actually 
deserves for answering our prayers, and delays and exertions in prayer ultimately create 
more thanksgiving.  

Delays create time for reflection that we can purify our requests and ask rightly.  When an 
answer does not come we are forced to consider whether there is something in our request 
that may be unbiblical.  Perhaps the delay is the indication of a no answer and we need to 
reconsider what or how we are asking.

Delays slow brew genuine and right desires towards what we pray for.  We often do not 
desire equal to the need but desire something too much or not enough.  And by our delays 
we are brought to want something as God would want it, loving what He loves and hating 
what He hates.

Persevering prayer produces character and maturity.  Think of your garden, those times 
when you have grown fruit or vegetables.  Have you ever had a child walk through your 
garden and pick an apple before it was ripe or a pumpkin before it had matured?  It is the 

1 http://www.shadesofgrace.org/2010/04/29/5-thoughts-from-george-muller/



child who cannot wait and must pick the half ripe fruit.  We are taught by delays in prayer to
persevere and this produces character.  

Persevering is to asking what joy is to giving.  Joyless giving does not honour God, it 
portrays Him to be a taskmaster whose will is burdensome and who does not deserve our 
gifts.  We count our possessions as more important than the people who would benefit from
our gifts and distorts the truth about happiness.  Likewise to fail to persevere in what we 
pray for is to say that God does not really have the power nor the willingness to answer.  It 
says that the thing we prayed for is not really essential or important but was merely a whim.
To walk by faith is to persevere in prayer for we believe that God is willing and able and the 
matter important, but to walk by sight is to be instantly discouraged when things do not 
happen immediately and we get distracted and move onto other more shallow concerns.  

We are in a war, we are the friend who is seeking to meet the needs of others, those who 
share the battle field with us and the casualties of war and so we must ask, seek and knock,
we must approach God as our friend and Father and not give Him rest.  This honours Him 
and He delights in it.  We have sins that we are seeking to mortify, we have loved ones that 
we want to see converted, we have backslidden family and friends who we want to see 
restored, we have difficult circumstances that we need God’s power to correct, we have 
difficult people in our lives whose hearts only God can change, there are endless needs for 
the extending of His kingdom, there are needs on the mission field, there are needs in our 
local church, we need revival.  All of this should drive us to heed Christ’s teaching on who 
hears our prayers and we must not get hung up on the why of delays.  We must persevere 
in prayer as part of the spiritual warfare that we are engaged in.  

Because Christ has taken the penalty for our sins, we have peace with God and He is Father 
and Friend.  We now have access into His presence as if we were going into the Holy of 
holies.  We now stand in grace where God treats with us as a child and not a criminal.  We 
are represented before His throne by His Son who makes perfect representation for us.  All 
our prayers come in Christ’s name to the Father.  Our prayers are not perfect but our sincere
prayers are covered by His righteousness and delight the Father.  Our prayers are aided by 
the intercession of the Spirit, the instruction of the Spirit, and the medium of the Spirit.  The
word is given to us full of promises and pictures to encourage us and build up our faith to 
expect answers from a willing God.  We are told of a God who cares for us and gladly hears 
us.  All of this and more is the reason why we must not give up in prayer but persevere.  Do
not be discouraged by delays but walk and pray by faith remembering who we pray for even
when we don’t know why things aren’t happening immediately.             
          


