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Executive StatementDear Friends of the Center for Justice Research, 

Since 2018, the Center for Justice Research (CJR) has been leading the charge of reducing 
mass incarceration through targeted, culturally-responsive, evidence-supported solutions 
and strategic engagements. 

Fast forward three years and the fight to reform the U.S. criminal justice system is at a 
tipping point. The American conscience has been reignited on the backs of the high-profile 
lynching of George Floyd, the preventable death of Breonna Taylor, and countless other 
unwarranted losses resulting from police intervention. The result? A widespread re-exam-
ination of the police’s in our society. 

It’s clear that now more than ever, a better approach to criminal justice is needed if we 
are to move forward as a nation that protects everyone’s interests. 

The work and solutions provided by CJR continue to propel the re-imagination of the crim-
inal legal system forward by working with policy makers, community partners, and other 
justice-oriented stakeholders. We are also ensuring our work advances future generations 
by building a network of researchers who bring unique perspectives to decades-old issues 
that have yet to be addressed through conventional means.  

CJR is located on the campus of Texas Southern University in Houston’s Third Ward neigh-
borhood – right in the heart of the Bayou City’s rich culture. Our research directly impacts 
our community, and seeing the real-time value of our work compels us to strive harder in 
providing actionable solutions to end the historical legacy of mass incarceration and com-
munity disengagement. 

Whether you are a newcomer to our work or an avid justice reformer who keeps abreast 
of our calculated moves, I welcome you to our team with the intent of keeping this conver-
sation moving forward. 

Together, we will create a better America for us and future generations.

Sincerely,
 

Howard Henderson, Ph.D.
Professor and Founding Director
Center for Justice Research
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National Impact
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Translational research emerged as an attempt to fill the gap between 
researchers and practice. For CJR, this model is a mechanism for expanding translational 

research into a more meaningful endeavor that incorporates the public as stakeholders.
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problem
worth solving

Black residents 
represent 50% of 
all bookings into the 
Harris County jail.

Harris County 
has spent $7.2 
million defending 
unconstitutional bail 
practices.

Texas has 
approximately 4,260 
prisoners housed in 
solitary confinement, 
more than any other 
state.

75% of the pretrial 
population in the 
Harris County jail 
are Black and 
Latino.

Our Findings Pinpoint Sources of Racial Disparity and Develop Data-Driven Policy Recommendations to 

Address Inequitable Pretrial Outcomes. The research suggests that there are no genetic components of 

personality disorder and also that this disorder has been found to be equally distributed across racial/

ethnic groups.

50 7.2 7.5 4,260
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RESEARCH 
INITIATIVES
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Advancing Police 
Community 
Relations
Communities rely on police departments to “protect and serve”, and the police, in turn, rely 

on community support and cooperation. However, this relationship is not always harmonious. Given 

the strained relationship between the police and the minority community, and our unique position, it is 

evident that we are in a unique position to address this problem.

Our policing projects are designed to 

provide data-driven solutions to improve community 

trust, transparency and accountability. Previous 

research has demonstrated that improving police 

and community relations, along with reducing 

excessive surveillance and enforcement practices, 

can strengthen perceptions of legitimacy and reduce 

mass incarceration. 
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Determing 
Protective Bias

Across the country, criminal 

justice institutions have turned 

to a data-driven movement to 

drive down inequities, rising 

prison populations, reduce 

recidivism, save millions of 

dollars and reduce the crime 

rate. The criminal justice system 

has begun to utilize predictive 

assessments to allocate 

resources to likely crime 

hot spots and to predict the 

likelihood of re-offending.

Reports have shown that 

the underlying algorithms of 

the predictive assessments 

are hampered by weak 

measures of predictive equity 

and bias. As such, our risk 

assessment projects focus 

on determining predictive 

bias and developing a 

racially/ethnically equitable 

predictive instrument.
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE ROLE OF 
PROSECUTORIAL 
DECISION MAKING

The Center for Justice 

Research, recognizing the need for 

scientific recommendations for the reduction 

of mass incarceration, will produce practically 

relevant criminal justice science to produce 

high-impact empirical analyses and innovative 

policy solutions. Research has shown that the 

most under-examined, yet most powerful player, 

in this current criminal justice crisis is the district 

attorney/prosecutor. Subsequently, you will find 

the research projects focused on prosecutorial 

actions to end mass incarceration, as they are 

uniquely situated to do so because of their wide 

ranging discretion and power.
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Other
noteWorthy 
Initiatives

UNDERSTANDING VIOLENT CRIMES
Cities across America saw a surge in violent crime in 
2020, amid a crucial year of police violence, protests, 
and police killings of Black citizens. 2021 may see 
rising murder rates in some major cities, according to 
police.

UNDERSTAND GUN POSESSION AMONG YOUNG 
MALES
The primary purpose of this study is to provide a 
contemporary understanding of gun possession among 
young males living in urban areas with high rates of 
gun violence.

QUALIFIED IMMUNITY PROJECT
This project analyzes the use of the legal doctrine 
of qualified immunity and its application throughout 
the past forty years. Rather than evaluating its 
effectiveness in shielding police  and other government 
officials from frivolous lawsuits, we question 
whether the use of qualified immunity in legitimate 
cases outweighs the protection it gives from more 
questionable claims. 

PREDICTOR OF PER CAPITA COMPLAINTS AGAINST 
POLICE OFFICERS 
For this project we examine predictors of complaints 
of police excessive force. To keep the units of analysis 
consistent, we include only municipalities, not county 
or state level police departments.  The number of 
complaints will be adjusted for per capita population 
as will relevant predictor variables.

RISK TERRIAN MODELING 
POLICE-CITIZEN ENCOUNTERS
In this joint project with the Texas Justice Initiative, we 
address gaps in existing research by examining the 
relationship between landscape and police-citizen use 
of force encounters.

SCHOOL DISCPLINARIES
This research analyzes the school discipline data, 
controlling for the exhibited behavior used to justify 
discipline. Our goal is to better understand just what 
behaviors were demonstrated that motivated school 
disciplinaries, but to also engage the key stakeholders 
in this process.

PROSECUTOR WORKLOAD DETERMINATION AND 
SETENCING OUTCOMES
As media attention increases about overworked, 
overburdened, and underfunded district attorney 
offices, there is little to no evidence-based research 
detailing an appropriate number of cases per 
prosecutor, nor are there any guidelines to assess 
their caseloads. Our research analyzes prosecutor 
workload determinations and their impact on 
sentencing outcomes.
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researcher
development

Conducting 
culturally
responsive 
research

Helping inform,
shape, execute
policy, and 
evaluate
programming

Teaching the 
next generation
of professors,
researchers, and 
practitioners.

Our Researcher Development
Program is a new approach 
to enhancing the academic 
capacity to build the 
evidence-informed,
culturally-responsive 
faculty focused on a just 
and fair criminal justice 
system, developing relevant 
researchers and building out 
an HBCU research base.

This program will also 
support recent graduates 
and postdocs, who are 
interested in transitioning 
into justice-related research 
fields. The Center’s 
researchers turn data into 
solutions.

You will get the training you 
need to conduct analytical 
research, help shape and 
execute policy, and teach 
the next generation of 
educators, researchers, and 
practitioners. The program 
encourages scholarly 
research that empowers 
public policy practitioners to 
make informed decisions and 
be leaders in their fields.

At the Center for Justice Research we actively support our
researchers in the development of their careers.
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The Center for Justice Research (CJR) has been a significant 
milestone in my journey as a doctoral student. The CJR provides 

a research environment that extends beyond the traditional 
classroom experience and encourages an applied research 
approach. By working on various projects, I have evolved as 
a researcher by refining my writing and statistical analysis 
skills. Additionally, as a graduate research fellow, I have 

been provided opportunities to enhance professionally by 
presenting research at various local and national conferences. I 

truly appreciate the time and effort the CJR has invested in me as 
I continue to develop as a researcher and continue to expand my 

knowledge.”  ~ Jennifer Wyatt Bourgeois

“The experience of working with the Center for 
Justice Research has enriched my understanding of 
the ways we can as a society can help genuinely 

reimagine the way we structure our criminal justice 
system. Having these experiences will help further 

efforts to help others in the way we seek and do 

justice.” ~ Dominique Roberts

“The Center for Justice Research has greatly impacted my life in 
countless ways. Working as a graduate research fellow, I have 

gained knowledge outside of a textbook and been given the 
opportunity to do research. In addition to research, CJR has 
open doors for me to meet and collaborate with people 
within my field of interest through different workshops, 
events, and projects. Lastly, the support system I have within 

CJR is one that I will forever appreciate beyond my doctorate. 

” ~ Denise Brown

“This summer, I had the chance to intern at the Center for Justice 
Research, where I learned a great deal about qualitative 

research and how it can benefit society. Dr. Henderson and his 
team foster an environment that allows students to hone their 
research skills with hands-on experience while working on a 

range of initiatives. This internship allowed me to better grasp 
complicated issues that affect so many people and contribute to 

their resolution.” ~ Dominique Montgomery

Doctoral student

doctoral student 

undergraduate intern 

graduate student
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PARTNERS

Baker Ripley Community Developers
Brookings Institution 
Center for Science and Law
Charles Koch Foundation
Greater Houston Community Foundation
Harris County District Attorney’s Office
Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
Houston Police Department
Houston Health Department 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture at the University of Virginia
Institute for Higher Education Policy
Institute for Justice Research and Development at Florida State University
Inter-University Network of Criminal Justice Research Centers 
Texas Black Caucus 
Texas Justice Initiative
The Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center at Southern Methodist University
Thurgood Marshall College Fund
Vanderbilt’s Initiative on Race, Research, and Justice
Vera Institute

strategic partnerships
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For more information visit
www.centerforjusticeresearch.org
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