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The number of rallyists against the casino may be far less than the number that staged
demonstrations at the City Hall in November last year. However, these have at least sent a
strong message to our government officials, and that is , the people of Baguio has not
forgotten.

SUPREME COURT... p. 10

Baguio City- The Supreme Court has sus-
pended Judge Fernando Vil Pamintuan, presiding
judge of the Baguio City Regional Trial Court Branch
3, for one year for Gross Ignorance of the Law, Gross
Violation of Constitutional Rights of an Accused,
Violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct, and Op-
pression.

Gross Ignorance of the Law
The Supreme Court in its decision dated Janu-

ary 16, 2004 said that Judge Pamintuan grossly vio-
lated the Indeterminate Sentence Law when he sen-
tenced an accused found guilty of theft to suffer
imprisonment from seven years minimum, to eight
years maximum. As prescribed by the Revised Penal
Code, Judge Pamintuan should have imposed the
penalty a degree lower than what is written in the
RPC.

Quite surprisingly, even a judge who is ex-
pected to know more of the law has been found to
have committed this violation not just once, but in 17
other cases. “The respondent-judge (Pamintuan) has
utterly failed to live up to the standard of compe-
tence required of him. His erroneous application of
the Indeterminate Sentence Law committed not just
once or twice, is a compelling evidence of his gross
ignorance,” the judgment states.

Gross Violation of the Constitutional Right of
an Accused

In two cases cited in the Administrative com-
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Casino saga continues

City to conduct first visitor count

Baguio convention center turned over
to city with P50 M initial payment

CONVENTION CENTER ...p.6

Domogan reports on two-and-a-
half years congressional work

DOMOGAN REPORTS...p.6

Baguio City -
Just when everybody
thought the people has
forgotten.  

Last Wednes-
day, in time with the city
council’s regular ses-
sion, another rally was
held at the City Hall
grounds. The rally was
bent on reminding
members of the city
council, especially
those who voted in fa-
vor for the amendment
of Baguio’s anti-gam-
bling ordinance, to re-
call their votes, which
paved the way for the
passage of Resolution
248-03.

Headed by
Bishop Carlito Cenzon,
together with various
civic groups, the aca-
deme, other religious
congregations, and
private individuals, the
group reiterated their
stand that the opera-
tion of a casino gam-

ing complex, would
contribute to the dete-
rioration of the family.

 And while the
same issues were
raised, Atty. Alex
Bangsoy of the group
Youth on Fire pointed
out that apart from the
granting of a business
permit, circumstances
surrounding the grant-
ing of said document
would reveal that
“some people” facili-
tated its “processing.”

Bangsoy said
that in his encounters
with businessmen, a
business permit usu-
ally takes one month to
process, not to men-
tion the strict order of
the Office of the City
Treasurer that a fol-
low-up has to be per-
sonally made. In the
case of the Royal High-
land Gaming Corpora-
tion, it only took two

days after the approval
of the resolution on
November 5. More-
over, the permit was
granted to a private
entity represented by a
certain Jimmy Ong, and
not the PAGCOR, the
entity allowed by law
to operate casinos in
the country. “The
people of Baguio do
not even know who
Jimmy Ong, Alfredo
Benitez, and Katrina
Nepomuceno are,”
Bangsoy stressed.  

In the records of
Royal Highland Gam-
ing Corporation at the
Securities and Ex-
change Commission,
Benitez and
Nepomuceno are two
of the incorporators.
The said entity only
has a paid up capital of
P62,500. An amount
that could not even
sustain the purchase

CASINO SAGA...p.6

Baguio City –
The city government,
in cooperation with the
Department of Tourism
(DOT) Cordillera office
and other agencies
here, will conduct the
first Visitor Count 2004
as the benchmark sur-
vey to generate reli-
able statistics of tour-
ist arrivals in the city.

Mayor Bernardo
Vergara said this is in
line with the city’s
thrust to strengthen
the city’s tourist date
gathering and estab-
lish a database to moni-
tor the trend of tourist
arrivals in the city.

The mayor last

week met with the rep-
resentatives of the po-
lice office, the Regional
Traffic Management
Office Cordillera and
the Federation of
Jeepney

Operators and
Drivers Associations
local chapter to dis-
cuss strategies on tour-
ist date gathering to
beef up the ones being
practiced at the
present.

The present
source of data on tour-
ism arrival in the city is
mainly the records from
hotels, inns and other
billeting places as
culled by the DOT-

CAR.
Among the

strategies up for imple-
mentation is the con-
duct of passenger
count by public utility
vehicles in major entry
points leading to the
city.

The mayor said
the data will be gath-
ered through question-
naires til be floated
among members of the
various transportation
groups plying city
routes.

Other strategies
to this effect are cur-
rently in the works, ac-
cording to the mayor./
Aileen P. Refuerzo

Baguio City –
The city now has a
permanent convention
center of its own befit-
ting its status as one
of the country’s top
tourist destinations
and as host to numer-
ous national confer-
ences.

The city gov-
ernment signed an
agreement Friday
morning for its pur-
chase of the historic
Baguio Convention
Center from the Gov-
ernment Service Insur-
ance System, with the
Bases Convention De-
velopment Authority
handing a check for
P50 million to the city
for its down payment
on the P250 million ac-
quisition cost.

As agreed, the
BCDA will also pro-

vide the city’s yearly
payments of P35 mil-
lion until the remaining
balance of P200 million
is fully settled, with a
12 percent interest on
diminishing balances.

The payments
will come from the
city’s 25 percent share
from the lease rentals
being paid by Fil-Es-
tate, the developer of
John Hay.

“Our acquisition
of the Convention Cen-
ter is, indeed, a big
boost for tourism,”
Mayor Bernardo
Vergara said after he
signed the agreement
with Presidents Win-
ston Garcia of the GSIS
and Rufo Colayco of
the BCDA at the Bell
House of Camp John

Hay.
The deal capped

a year of negotiations
with the two agencies
for the turn-over of the
facility to the city as
approved earlier by
President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo.
The President also ap-
proved the turn over to
the city of the lot of the
former Hilltop Hotel
above the city market
and the former Diplo-
mat Hotel at Domini-
can Hill.

As admitted by
Garcia, the GSIS origi-
nally planned to con-
vert the center into its
branch office.  He was
visibly bemused nar-
rating how the mayor
reacted when he told
him of such plan.

Baguio City –
Rep. Mauricio
Domogan Monday re-
ported that implemen-
tation of priority com-
munity infrastructure
and education-en-
hancement projects
became the focus of
his priority develop-
ment assistance fund
(PDAF) and funds
from other sources dur-
ing his two-and-a-half
years serving as the
city’s congressional

representative.
“Since the start

of our term, we made it
a policy to see to it that
our Countrywide De-
velopment Fund/
PDAF will be used to
fund priority projects
identified by the
barangays, the city de-
velopment council, or
the engineering dis-
trict of the DPWH,”
Domogan said in his

year-end report during
the traditional “Ulat sa
Bayan” at the Malcolm
Square.

The funds, ac-
cording to him, supple-
mented and comple-
mented outlays from
the city government.

On his legisla-
tive work, Domogan
has principally
authored five bills, four
of which are of national

Baguio police is the Philippines best
Baguio City - As

if a vindication on the
present leadership of
the Baguio City Police
Office (BCPO),
Baguio’s police force
was recently adjudged
as the country’s best.

City Director
Francisco Manalo ex-
plained that the award
was a vindication con-
sidering that he has re-
cently been the subject
of a petition signed by
more than 90 barangay
captains in the city.

Despite that, he

got the backing of the
men and women of the
BCPO. In a manifesto
signed by 535 officers,
the police personnel
described the accusa-
tions as unfair, and that
Manalo is one of the
best city directors in
terms of management
and supervision of po-
lice personnel and
peace and order cam-
paigns.

This is the sec-
ond time the BCPO
won. The first one was

during the tenure of
City Director Villamor
Bumanglag.

It is recalled that
the petition was attrib-
uted to the fact that it
was during his tenure
as BCPO chief that a
brutal killing was com-
mitted in broad day-
light. Hence, his al-
leged inability to main-
tain peace and order.

Manalo mean-
while said this was not
the main reason why
some people want him

BAGUIO POLICE...p.7
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Bontoc court issues warrant for
members of 54th IB

SP mulls over Tuba’s tax mining measure

Governor lashes back at congressional
opponents

La Trinidad,
Benguet – The Provin-
cial Board this week
favorably endorsed a
local ordinance impos-
ing tax on the yearly
sales of a mining  firm
operating in the mu-
nicipality of Tuba.

Invoking Sec-
tions 142, 43 and 186 of
the 1991 Local Govern-
ment Code, Tuba
passed Ordinance No.
04-03 during the first
quarter of 2003 requir-
ing companies to pay
one percent tax on the
sales of extracted all
inorganic materials.

Sections 142, 143
and 186 are provisions
in the code referred to
LGU’s scope of taxing
powers, type of busi-
ness that maybe im-
posed with taxes and
power to levy other
taxes, fees and
charges, respectively.

Section 3 of the

measure stated that, “a
Mining Tax of one per-
cent (1%) on the gross
receipts or sales of the
preceding calendar
year of mining activi-
ties within the munici-
pality.

The equivalent
value on the sales of
ore materials shall be
paid during the first
quarter of every year
preferably within the
first 20 days of Janu-
ary as provided for un-
der Section 4 of the or-
dinance.  Failure to
comply would entail
additional mandatory
payment of other
charges is hereby im-
posed.  Section 5 of the
ordinance stated that
“Failure to pay the tax
within the time required
shall subject the tax-
payer to a sub-charge
of Twenty-Five per-
cent (25%) of the
amount of the tax due

plus an interest upon
the unpaid amount at
the rate of Twelve Per-
cent (12%) per annum,
from the due date until
the tax is fully paid.”
To ensure correct valu-
ation of tax that maybe
imposed, the local or-
dinance provided a
provision requiring a
mining firm to furnish
copy of the company’s
receipt under oath or a
sworn statement of its
yearly sales receipts as
embodied under Sec-
tion 6 of the ordinance.

Meanwhile, dur-
ing this week’s delib-
eration on the measure,
S a n g g u n i a n
Panlalawigan Chair-
man Committee on Le-
gal Board member
Danio Bolislis said that
based on the legal
opinion rendered by
the Provincial Legal
Office the ordinance is
given favorable re-
view./Tina Sales

GOVERNOR LASHES...p.6

La Trinidad,
Benguet – “If there is
anyone who should
withdraw from the race
as Representative of
the lone Congres-
sional district of
Benguet Province, it
would have to be the
families who have held
on the congress posi-
tion as if it were their
personal domain.”

Governor Raul
Molintas challenged
incumbent Congress-
man Samuel Dangwa
and his cousin Ronald
Cosalan to face reality
that there are more
qualified, willing and
able persons to serve
in Congress and not
only those with their
family names.

Molintas is now
on his third term as
Governor and is seek-
ing the congress seat
in the May 10 elections.
He derided his oppo-
nents saying for nearly
half a century now, the
Cosalan and the

Dangwa clans have
been alternating in the
congressional seat di-
rectly if not through
their chosen candi-
dates as in the case of
Congressman Ramon
Mitra who was sup-
ported by the Dangwa
clan.

From the former
Congressman Andres
Cosalan, Sr. who domi-
nated the Congress in
late 60’s to early 70’s
and the old man Bado
Dangwa who served as
governor, congres-
sional representation
was transferred to the
incumbent Dangwa
and the younger
Cosalan.

“I salute the
older generation for
their contributions to
the development of
Benguet but I could
not say the same for
their offspring.  I do not
want to denigrate the
incumbent nor my
cousin but their watch
in Congress leave

much to be desired,”
Molintas said.

“Let the people
decide who has to with-
draw and who should
be the rightful person
to represent them in
Congress and let not
the ruling clans dictate
their will; only the
people collectively as
the electorate have the
right to decide on this
matter, not the sugges-
tion or dictates of any-
one,” the Governor
said.

“Why should I
be the one to withdraw
when I was the first to
file my candidacy as
congressman?  I am a
serious candidate and
I am ready to face the
rigors of an all out
campaign.  I did not go
forum shopping nor
looking for a party or
national candidate to
support me because I
am the standard bearer
of the Nationalist
People’s Coalition.  I
was even encouraged

BONTOC COURT...p.11

Mining has to hurdle “irritants”
Baguio City –

Executive Order (EO)
270 or the National
Policy Agenda on Re-
vitalizing Mining in the
Philippines opens up
revival of the mining
industry of the Cordil-
lera Region generating
investments and em-
ployment provided
various stakeholders
of the industry come
together with a unified
resolve.

Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau
(MGB) Regional Direc-
tor Neoman B. De La
Cruz of the DENR in
the Cordillera (CAR)
said in an interview that
support to the mining
industry and the ex-
pected influx of mining
investments would
not come automati-
cally with the signing
of EO 270 because
there are many irritants
that have to be cleared.

This, de la Cruz
said these would have
to be ironed out and
incorporated in the
Minerals Action Plan
(MAP) that would be
formulated mainly by
the MGB headed by
Director Horacio
Ramos 90 days from
January 16, the day EO
270 was signed by
President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo.

DENR is the lead
agency in preparing
the MAP which shall,
among others, set

guidelines and proce-
dures to simplify and
streamline permit and
clearance systems, in
consultation with agen-
cies, such as, the De-
partment of Trade and
Industry, Department
of the Interior and Lo-
cal Government
(DILG), Department of
Finance, National Eco-
nomic Development
Authority, National
Anti-Poverty Commis-
sion, National Commis-
sion on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP), the
mining industry play-
ers and civil society.

The MAP will
serve as a blueprint for
minerals development
anchored on the guid-
ing principles and
implementing strate-
gies embodied in EO
270 providing strategic
directions for the explo-
ration and utilization of
the country’s mineral
resources.

“Let’s face it, we
have to act on the
many issues and con-
cerns that were raised
during the regional and
Luzon wide consulta-
tions for the National
Minerals Policy,” De la
Cruz said.  Foremost of
these would be to syn-
thesize and harmonize
the various conflicting
laws which impinge on
mining activities and
also the rehabilitation

of abandoned mines,
he said.

E n g i n e e r
Felizardo Gacad Jr.,
Chief of the Mining,
Environment and
Safety Division of
MGB-CAR, earlier said
in a recent forum that
abandoned mines are
monuments or actual
testimonies to the
negative effects of
mining.  “We have vic-
tims of the sins of the
past.  We cannot pro-
mote mining because
all the oppositionists
have to do is point to
these abandoned
mines,” Gacad said.

De la Cruz said
there is nothing much
they can do but work
for the rehabilitation or
repair of these aban-
doned mines and the
private sector as well as
local governments
would have to pitch in
to make the effort suc-
ceed.

E n g i n e e r
Alfredo Genetiano of
the MGB-CAR Mining
Rights Section adds
that earlier mining laws
were silent regarding
the close down and re-
hab phase of mining.
As a result, earlier min-
ing operations just left
without any regard for
the environment or the
successor activities
when their mines
closed.

MINING HAS TO...p.7

Bontoc- Justice
continues to elude the
family of Etfew
Chadyaas, a farmer
from Sadanga Moun-
tain Province, as mem-
bers of the Bravo and
Charlie of the 54th In-
fantry Battalion
headed by Lt. Eduard
Sia-ed remain at large.

Lt. Sia-ed’s
group is accused of
murder.

It may be re-
called that during an
operation of the 54th IB
July last year, a sup-
posed to be encounter
between the New
Peoples Army (NPA)
and the 5 th IB took
place. It was during
that encounter when
Chadyaas got caught
in the crossfire be-

tween the two warring
parties.

But based on
the evidences gath-
ered by the Sadanga
police, the recovered
bullets shells belonged
only to the members of
the 54th IB. Neighbors
of Chadyaas also
swore that there was
no encounter that en-
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EDITORIAL

The nerve
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 By Juan l. Mercado By Juan l. Mercado By Juan l. Mercado By Juan l. Mercado By Juan l. Mercado

  The Dagohoy story

It was the first day of school in Washington, DC and a new stu-
dent named Dagohoy, the son of a Filipino immigrant, entered the fourth
grade.

The teacher began, “Let’s review some American history, class. Who
said ‘Give me liberty or give me death?’” She saw a sea of blank faces,
except for Dagohoy’s who had his hand up, “Patrick Henry, 1775.” “Very
good,” said the teacher.

“Who said ‘Government of the people, by the people, and for the
people shall not perish from the earth’”? Again, no response except from
Dagohoy: “Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg, 1863,” he said.

The teacher snaps at the class, “Class, you should be ashamed,
Dagohoy who is new to our country knows more about our history than
you do.”

She hears a loud whisper from the back: “Screw the Filipinos.” “Who
said that?” she demanded. Dagohoy put his hand up. “General John

Our City Mayor Bernardo Vergara delivered last

Monday right at the People’s Park his so called Ulat Sa

Bayan (State  of the City Address ).  Allow us to enumer-

ate a few of the imagined, window dressed and/or manipu-

lated accomplishments, the Mayor boasts/claims to have

come about due to his leadership:

The Mayor proudly boasted of his administration’s

consistent annual increase in revenue collection or tax

efficiency for the past 3 years. To this we say, what about

the  hundreds of millions of pesos  city’s share from the

rentals of Camp

John Hay that have

remained outstand-

ing for the past so

many years? What

about the taxes delayed due from Jadewell?

The Mayor also boasts that the city is well on the

way to achieving its target of reducing  air pollution by

10% within two years with statistics from the DENR. How

gullible does the  Mayor think we all are? At the rate

colorum vehicles are operating with impunity in the city

courtesy of the very corrupt DOTC and LTFRB-CAR

leadership in connivance with the inutil City Council

members, with the presence and concentration of illegally

operating public utility garages right in the heart of the

city resulting to the continuous traffic within the central

business district at almost all hours of the day, (motor

vehicles being the main factor of air pollution in the city)

and the Mayor has the nerve to declare that his adminis-

tration is on the way to achieving a 10% decrease in air

 pollution levels?

C’mon Mr. Mayor, give us a break. Not all people in

Baguio are as gullible as you think they are?!? Get out of

your office Mr. Mayor, talk to the local tourists and a

common denominator you will hear from them is their

complaints on how bad the air quality in Baguio has be-

come.

The Mayor  also boasted of  some 676 infrastructure

development  projects worth  163 million that have been

accomplished. We wonder if this is an accurate figure, 676

projects seem to be believable, but the amount may have

been under stated, with our Mayor’s penchant for  infra-

structure projects 163 million would seem to be a small

amount  for how can we forget one (1) single 300 million

peso  circumferential road project or  the planned 80 plus

million BGH Overpass? He also mentioned as among his

noteworthy projects are the Burnham Park skating rink,

City Hall multi purpose center  (that building with a 4

million pesos kitchen),  repair of the Baguio Convention

Center. In all this projects one thing is clear. It is that the

biddings were all done under non-transparent  and dubious

means for you can ask the man on the street if they are

aware how much the Burnham skating rink costs  and the

answer would be only the Mayor and God  would happen

to know.  And why the penchant of Mr. Mayor for infra-

structure projects? Need we say what for? It is an open

secret that corrupt and under the table deals come easy

from infrastructure projects  which would explain the lack

of transparency.

The Mayor also claims that the city is also enjoying a

tourism boom and cites an increase in visitors to the  city.

This is simply attributed to the success of the  Panagbenga

Festival (and not a tourism  boom per se) for which credit

should be given where credit is due and that is to the

originators and those who nurtured and developed

 Panagbenga to what it is at present and that is Camp John

Hay. Certainly,  credit cannot be attributed to  the

Mayor’s infrastructure projects more so to his leadership.

For lack of  words to describe people who take credit

which they do not deserve all we can say is THE NERVE!

DEPTHNEWS...p.5
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GUILTLESS THOUGHTS

Higher poll pay for teachers
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 By Annabelle Pedronio By Annabelle Pedronio By Annabelle Pedronio By Annabelle Pedronio By Annabelle Pedronio

Beer guide

AFTERSHOCKS

Are our teachers adequately compensated for their duties in the
May 10, 2004 general elections?

At P1,200 or so, the answer to this query is NO!  And you may have
a problem with it.

The poll duties of the teacher goes beyond going to the assigned
polling precinct as early as 6 a.m. and staying there up to 2 a.m. of  May 11
(or even 10 a.m. of May 11 in barangays with so many voters such as
Irisan) when the last ballot has been counted.  There are other poll-related
activities to attend such as briefing by the COMELEC and securing and
bringing the election forms and other paraphernalia to the polling precinct.

The issue we are talking about here is to consider the fact that in the
forthcoming polls the counting of votes by itself is back to the manual
system.  Think about it, in a place like Baguio City the ballot has spaces to
be filled up for the following positions:  President, Vice President, 12 Sena-
tors, Representatives (or Congressman), Party-List, Mayor, Vice Mayor
and 12 Councilors.  Or 30 candidates (to include the Pary-List choice),
assuming the voter opts to fil up all spaces.  If it takes 5 minutes to read said
ballot and the precinct has 400 ballots, you have an idea (in this case 25
hours, God forbid!) how long is the counting.

The point I’m belaboring is that our teachers are up to another gruel-
ing day on May 10 of this year.  All for a very small allowance.  I do not
understand and accept this, and I call on the officialdom not to allow it.  It’s
high time that the poll pay of our beloved teachers – undoubtedly the most
overworked but underpaid government employees, be increased with the
ever shrinking basket of goods that P1,200.00 can buy.

While a few moneyed politicians prosper, teachers are having a very
hard time coping with the skyrocketing prices of commodities brought
about by the economic crisis.

Our cash-strapped teachers are not fortunate enough to go to their
schools in Revos or other very expensive cars.  They are feeling the hard-
ships of the times when prices of commodities have doubled over the past
three years and when the purchasing power of the peso has eroded by
more than 60 percent.       -to be continued-

Fair and Square

 By James s. V By James s. V By James s. V By James s. V By James s. Valeraleraleraleralerososososos

 Abracadabra DOTC-CAR!

On January 20 and 21, 2004, there were published in the Sun Star
Notices of Hearing of applications for issuance of franchise under Conver-
sion of existing vehicle for hire and school transport services to Asian
Utility Vehicle (AUV) service.

The Notices of Hearing as published intended to notify the public
that said applications have been filed with the DOTC-CAR and will be
heard by this Board on December 2 and December 9, 2003, respectively.

Obviously, it goes without saying that the publications of said No-
tices are null and useless, the dates of hearing as stated thereon having
already lapsed on the dates they were actually published. It is null and
useless because for the DOTC-CAR, as a quasi-judicial Board, to acquire
the authority or jurisdiction to hear and decide these applications for Cer-
tificate of Public Convenience, the applicants should have published the
Notices of Hearing at least ten (10) days prior to the dates of hearing in one
(1) daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region.  Without such jurisdiction having been acquired
through  publications of said applications and Notices of Hearing, the
Decisions or grant of franchises thereof by the DOTC-CAR are  void and
ineffective.

Having been tipped off of the  procedural errors thus committed the
applicants, most likely upon the advice of an unseen hand in the DOTC-
CAR (the applicants did not make use of a lawyer),  reset the hearing of the
applications to February 3, 2004 and republished the Notices of Hearing in
the same Sun Star on January 23,  in order to comply this time with the
Board’s  jurisdictional requirement of ten (10) days publication.

The republication of the Notices of Hearing would have given DOTC-
CAR the power or authority to hear, decide and grant Certificates of Public
Convenience or franchises to the applicants, assuming the applications
remain uncontested or unopposed by other operators adversely affected
by the applications.

But the problem is: while the applications and Notices of Hearing
thereof have been published, the unfortunate reality is that— the applica-
tions were not even duly filed, that is, no filing fees were paid thereof, they
were not received for filing in accordance with the prescribed procedures.
Moreover,  the Hearing Officer appearing on the Notices of Hearing pub-
lished did not, accordingly, signe the Notices.

It is a great  wonder how these things could now happen in the
DOTC CAR. Obviously, without some unseen hand in the DOTC-CAR
working behind the scene, the publications of the Notices under such
circumstances  could not have happened. Maybe, just maybe,  a   simple
tap of  magic from this unseen hand made possible by a  brief chant of
ABRACADABRA! – the said  applications and  notices of hearing just
popped up  out of nowhere like rabbits appearing from the magician’s hat.
Indeed ,in abracadabra nothing is impossible!

Professor Dumbledore of the famed “Harry Potter” would himself be
baffled by this sleight of hand so that to this “unseen hand” in the DOTC-
CAR, he would probably be saying something similar to what he said to
Harry Potter: “OUR ABILITIES DON’T DETERMINE WHO WE ARE, OUR
CHOICES DO”

Abracadabra!

Don’t know a pilsner from a lager? Here’s a primer:
· Among the many choices of beer are lager beer, pilsner or light

lager beer, light beer, premium beer, dark lager or Munich-type beer, bock
beer, keg beer, nonalcoholic beer, and alcohol-free beer.

· Most beers produced in the United States are lager beers. They
usually range between 3.2 and 4.0 percent alcohol. Pilsner or light lager
beers are lighter in color than regular lager beer.

· Don’t confuse the term “light lager beer” with “light beer,” which
usually has about half the calories of regular beer (brands will vary in their
alcoholic content). Premium beer often simply refers to a particular brewer’s
best beer.

· Imported beers are often more bitter than American beers. Dark
lager or Munich-type beers are heavy and rich tasting. They’re chocolate
brown in color. Bock beer is a special brew of heavy beer, somewhat darker
and sweeter than regular beer. It’s made in the winter especially for the six-
week-long bock beer season that beer lovers date as the beginning of
spring. The alcohol content may be more than double that of lager beers.

· Although the term “nonalcoholic beer” suggests that it is com-
pletely free of alcohol, it isn’t necessarily so. By law, nonalcoholic beer
must contain less than 0.5 percent alcohol. Don’t look for the word “beer”

Pershing, Manila, 1896.”
At that point, Jack, another student says, “I’m going to puke.”
The teacher glares and asks, “All right! Now who said that?” Again

Dagohoy answers, “George Bush, Sr. to the Japanese Prime Minister dur-
ing the state dinner, Tokyo, 1991.”

Now furious another student yells, “Oh yeah? Suck this!!” Dagohoy
jumps out of his chair waving his hand and shouts to the teacher at the top
of his voice, “Bill Clinton to Monica Lewinsky, the Oval Office, 1997!!”

DEPTHNEWS...
  ...from p.4

DEPTHNEWS...p.7
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GOVERNOR LASHES...
  ...from p.3

CASINO SAGA...
                 ...from p.2

CONVENTION CENTER...
  ...from p.2

of an equipment for a casino, he said. “A resolu-
tion was passed in their (Royal Highland) favor,”
Bangsoy added. Councilor Federico Mandapat,
meanwhile, reiterated that they should not be
blamed for the passages of the said resolution.
As contained in a proposed resolution, which is
at present, pending before the City Council’s
Committee on Laws, the local government can-
not do anything to prevent the operation of a
casino. He suggested instead that the people
against casino, or any forms of gambling, should
go to Congress and ask our lawmakers to pass a
law, giving power to LGUs to regulate the entry
of state-sponsored casino games.  

In a position paper prepared by Councilor
Edilberto Tenefrancia relative to the proposed
resolution of Councilor Mandapat, the alderman
basically contradicted what Mandapat claims as
impossible for the local government to do.  

By way of several resolutions approved
by the past councils, it is evident, he stressed
that the LGU has the power to control the casi-
nos should it wish to do so. As contained in the
letter of BCDA CEO Rufo Colayco to Mayor
Bernardo Vergara, the former was well aware of a
city resolution prohibiting the operation of a ca-
sino inside CJH, that was why he opted to ask
merely for guidance.  

Further, there is no guarantee that the local
government (City of Baguio) would get its share
from the taxes derived from the casino operation.
He said this city was for sometime, host to sev-
eral casino joints yet up to this time, we have yet
to collect, our shares. “Nothing in the letter of
Mr. Colayco promises, let alone guarantees,
funds for the city or for the barangays.” 

“Now that the City Council has granted
what it has no authority to give, the proposed
resolution washes hands and puts the blame to
the national government,” Tenefrancia said./
Rimaliza A. Opiña

“’Over my dead body’”, he quoted the
mayor as saying, adding in jest that Vergara’s ire
“must have reached the boiling point (and) I
thought I could no longer go back to Manila
alive.”

This Convention Center will be for the city
of Baguioforever,” Garcia said.  “The plan of the
mayor to maintain it is a very noble mission (as)
the city of Baguio is the tourism center.  It also
paid (the GSIS) good value (for the property).”

Colayco, on the other hand, assured city
officials and Garcia the BCDA will pay the full
amount according to the terms of the agreement.

“The money needed to support the project
will be made available,” Colayco stressed after
the signing of the contract.

“We owe you this money, (and it is) not
(out of) generosity (that we are turning it over),”
Colayco told the mayor after handling over the
check.  He noted the city’s need for the center,
adding that “Baguio is a very special place for all
of us.”

The BCDA is also set to pay the city an-
other P50 million for the rehabilitation and up-

grading the center which was built in 1979 during
the term of the late President Marcos as venue
for the World Chess Championship series be-
tween Anatoly Karpov and challenger Viktor
Korchnoi.

Rep. Mauricio Domogan, who witnessed
the signing with Vice-Mayor Betty Lourdes
Tabanda, said he was informed by Colayco that
Fil-Estate already paid P900 million

to the BCDA, of which the city is entitled
to a total share of P225 million.

Aside from the down payment for the facil-
ity, P100 million had already been used for vari-
ous and infrastructure projects of the city,
Domogan said./Ramon Dacawi

DOMOGAN REPORTS...
                 ...from p.2

significance, and co-authored 15 others, 12 of
which are also of national significance.

Among these is the bill pending in the Sen-
ate and which seeks to amend the “Mini-hydro-
electric Incentive Act” to obligate power devel-
opers to pay directly to the local government units
their 60 percent share from the two percent na-
tional wealth tax.

He explained that under the present set-
up, the total tax is being remitted to the national
government and LGUs are finding it difficult t
have their share released to them immediately.

Also pending in the Senate is his House
Bill 5691 for the establishment of  a national sci-
ence high school at Tam-awan, Barangay Pinsao
Proper here to be known as the Baguio City Na-
tional High School.

“The BCNHS is one of the best ways by
which Baguio City can contribute to the national
effort in providing competence in the field of sci-
ence and technology for its students.

As certified by Roberto Nazareno, secre-
tary-general of the House of Representatives,
Domogan registered a perfect attendance of 7
during the second regular session of the Lower
House from July 22, 2002 to last June 5.

Domogan has continuously worked on the
computerization program for the city’s elemen-
tary and high schools, with a total of 453 com-
puter units, servers and printers worth P24 mil-
lion distributed to the schools and other govern-
ment offices since the other year.

These are aside from finished and on-go-
ing school building constructions to address the
need to upgrade and expand education facilities
and meet the growing elementary and high school
population.

Educational support, he said, is being ex-
tended to 209 student grantees under the
Domogan-Vergara Educational Financial Assis-
tance Fund, 180 scholars under the National Com-
mission on Indigenous Peoples, 68 Datamex
scholars, 25 under TESDA, 20 Senator Juan
Flavier scholars and 25 through the Commission
on Higher Education.

His push for infrastructure development
resulted in the rebuilding of the Baguio Museum,
laying of a drainage pipe from the athletic bowl
to the outlet at the so-called Rabbit sinkhole to
solve the perennial flooding within the central
business district and reconstruction of the city
health department building.

Domogan also acknowledge the substan-
tial support of Senator Flavier in the drainage
improvement, health department building, up-

by many relatives even my cousin’s venerable
father gave his consent to file my bid., Molintas
said.

Molintas confirmed  that his cousin was
the subject of overtures and negotiations as el-
ders tried to prevail upon him not to file.  At the
last minute after securing the nod of a presiden-
tial candidate, Cosalan filed his candidacy.

Dangwa, on the other hand, was accom-
modated as guest candidate in the last election
on a promise that he will not to seek a second
term.  “Adda aya ti incumbent nga ag-atras (Is
there an incumbent who retreats)?”  Dangwa re-
portedly answered when Molintas supporters
reminded him of this promise.

Molintas admitted that Dangwa beat him
twice but that was years ago before his unprec-
edented three-term service as Benguet Governor.
It will still be an uphill climb but we have estab-
lished new networks and alliances, the governor
said.  “Times have changed, we now have elec-
torate especially among the young people who
vote based on performance and achievements,
and not anymore along ethnic or tribal consider-
ations,” he said.

Molintas added that there is still time be-
fore the official campaign period starts where his
cousin could heed the advice of elders and rela-
tives and withdraw from the race instead of plac-
ing a wedge among relatives and common sup-
porters.

“When the campaign period starts, I can
also bring out issues and concerns regarding my
opponents, if I have to. But I will do my best to
conduct my campaign on a high level by laying
down my platform and speaking of my track
record in legislation and in public governance
because I do not believe in dirty smear tactics,”
the governor said./Leslie Hernandez

grading of the city hall, and in the on-going ex-
pansion of the Baguio General Hospital and Medi-
cal Center.

“Fund allocation has been (also) earmarked
to cover security, socio-economic, tourism, health
and environmental endeavors,” he said.  Among
the recipients, he noted, were the Baguio police,
Alay Sa Kalinisan, barangay training program,
Red Cross, Traffic Management Group, the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation and, among oth-
ers, cooperatives.

He added that he is fast-tracking the re-
lease of the city’s un-remitted share of 40 percent
of the taxes being paid by firms at the export pro-
cessing zone in the amount of P124 million and
covering the past seven years.

He stressed that sports events and activi-
ties such as golf, tennis, chess, basketball, box-
ing and bowling were also given their share in
the allocation, aside from the physical fitness
equipment installed at city hall.

For this year, Domogan assured members
of the Japan Karate Association that  their sup-
port will also be supported, given the potential
of local practitioners of the martial art and other
combat sports events.

“A lot of hard work, though, is needed to
get more things done,” he added./Ramon
Dacawi
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Brgy. Update:  Proposal for Brgy.

Day transfer to May 25 approved

MINING HAS TO...
 ...from p.3

Baguio City –
The city’s barangay
day which for the past
years was celebrated
on Valentine’s day
shall be observed on
May 25, if the pro-
posed ordinance to
that effect be ap-
proved on third and
final reading.

The proposal,
as authored by Asso-
ciation of Barangay
Councils (ABC) presi-
dent and Councilor
Rufino Panagan was
approved on second
reading after publica-
tion

during last
week’s session.  The
said proposal states
that there is a need to
transfer the celebration
for its significance to
be emphasized, “with-
out being relegated
into the background by
another affair,” in this
case, Valentine’s day.

According to
ABC officers, the cel-
ebration highlights the
unity, cooperation and
camaraderie of the
barangay officials of
the city’s 128
barangays, thus, the

need for funds for
preparation, special
activities and the pro-
gram.  Also approved
during the session was
the appropriation of
funds for the occasion.

The proposal
was based on ABC
board resolution 25, s
of 2003, amending the
earlier proposed date,
April 8, for the celebra-
tion.  It also amended
ordinance 078, s. of 96,
transferring Barangay
Day celebration from
August 31 to Feb. 14,
Valentine’s day./Julie
G. Fianza

This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience to operate a Taxi Service  for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY TO  ANY POINT IN REGION I  with
the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 26th day of  January 2004..

DOMINADOR WAYTAN
Applicant

Case No. 2002-01-443

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is not the same with the
Mining Act of 1995 and will defi-
nitely not be the case in the formu-
lation of the MAP, Director De la
Cruz said.

The conflicting laws and the
jumble of permits will also have to
be streamlined because this dis-
courages the entry of investors, De
la Cruz said.  Already there are tech-
nical groups from DENR and NCIP
working on harmonizing certain pro-
visions of law.

Asked if there are any mines
that could immediately start up with
the boost given by EO 270, Director
De la Cruz said the Acupan opera-
tions of Benguet Corporation and
the Itogon-Suyoc mines both in
Itogon town, Benguet would be the
most probable candidates. A distant
possibility is the Batong Buhay
Gold Mines in Pasil, Kalinga.

De la Cruz added that media
and civil society will also have to be
tapped to revitalize mining in the re-
gion.  As embodied in EO 270, me-
dia and the academe sectors could
come in for the sustained informa-
tion, education and communication
campaign about the minerals indus-
try to enhance public awareness
and respect for the rights of com-
munities, and reaching informed de-
cisions on mining and related
projects both at the national and
local levels.

The private sectors and civil
society could also play their part for
the continuous and meaningful
consultation process between those
in the industry and other stakehold-
ers to integrate concerns on miner-
als in resource management policy
and planning and community con-
cerns on the other hand./Nathan E.
Alcantara

AFTERSHOCKS...
 ...from p.5

on the label. These types of beer are
called malt beverages, cereal bever-
ages, or near beer.

· Only malt beverages with
no alcohol whatsoever may display
the term “alcohol-free beer.” Typi-
cally made without fermentation, this
product gets its beer taste from natu-
ral flavorings.

Additional Hints
Buying beer

You can buy both domestic
and imported beers in either cans or
bottles. Some kinds of beers also
come in kegs. Keg beer offers a
fresher flavor than bottle or can beer
since the keg beer hasn’t been pas-
teurized to kill the yeast.
Storing beer

Storing beer properly is impor-
tant because it’s perishable. Keep
bottled beer in a dark, cool place, out
of direct sunlight. Canned beer also
needs cool surroundings but is un-
affected by light. Keg beer must be
kept constantly at about 45 degrees
so the yeast won’t start working
again.
Serving beer

· Most beers are a good com-
panion to just about any food except
dessert; they’re especially good with
spicy foods. Dark lager beer, how-
ever, should be limited to strong-fla-
vored, hearty foods.

· Beer is best served at about
45 degrees for the lighter varieties
and about 50 degrees for the heavier
varieties.

· For quick chilling, place the
beer containers in a deep tub of ice.
Pouring beer

There’s a certain technique
to pouring beer. Some people like a
high foamy head; others, however,
prefer a short one. By varying the
distance between the can or bottle
and the glass as well as the angle
of the glass, you can vary the height
of the head. Pouring too fast may
cause overfoaming. To keep the
head, use a glass with a narrower
bottom than top. And use a spar-
kling clean glass; a smudge of
grease on a glass will ruin even the
frothiest head.
Beer cocktails

For a change of pace from
plain beer, serve a cocktail made
from beer. Starting with a chilled tall
glass of chilled beer, add one of the
following: 3 tablespoons rye whis-
key, 3 tablespoons gin or vodka, or
1 tablespoon lime juice. Or, half-fill
a chilled tall glass with chilled beer
and add one of the following:
chilled regular or hot-style tomato
juice, chilled orange juice, or chilled
ginger ale.

 -to be continued-

out. He said it is because he refused
to protect gambling in different
barangays here that he has been
subjected to a petition.

The manifesto of the police
officers meanwhile reiterated that
the barangay officials’ petition was
“a kind of character assassination
initiated by someone
who has no other mo-
tive than to achieve his
selfish ends.”

But not to take
matters sitting down,
Manalo also filed a
complaint before the
Office of the Ombuds-
man against officials of
San Vicente barangay,
and the Association of
Barangay Councils
President (ABC)
Rufino Panagan, ofr
violation of RA 3019,
otherwise known as
the Anti Graft and Cor-
rupt Practices Act.

The criteria used
fort he selection of out-
standing public com-
mands were based on

the efficiency and effectiveness in
the management an work of person-
nel, intelligence, operations, logis-
tics, police-community relations with
the local government./Rimaliza A.
Opiña with Ramon Dacawi

BAGUIO POLICE...
 ...from p.2

Someone shouts, “You little
shit if you say anything else, I’ll kill
you.” Dagohoy yells, “Congress-
man Gary Condit to Chandra Levy,
Washington, D.C., 2001!”

The teacher faints. “I’m outta
here!” mutters one student as he
sidles to the door. “President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, Baguio City, De-
cember 30, 2002!!” Dagohoy re-
sponds.

As the class gathers around
her on the floor, someone says, “Oh
shit, now we’re really in big
trouble!”

“Saddam Hussein, on the Iraq
invasion, Bhagdad, May 2003!”
Dagohoy bellowed.

”Now, I really have to run,”
Jack mutters, heading for the exit.,
“Gloria Macapagal Arroyo again,
Pampanga, October 4, 2003!!!”
Dagohoy shouts triumphantly jump-
ing with glee.

Then a burly African-Ameri-
can boy grabbed Dagohoy and
strangled him, about to give a fistful
to a frightened Dagohoy.

Then an Asian boy stood up
and shouted, “Hey easy on him. I’M
A FILIPINO!”

Dagohoy then blurted out
before he got socked out,
“Fernando Poe, Jr. Manila, January
2004!!!”

-THE END-

DEPTHNEWS...
 ...from p.5
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Republic of the
Philipppines

REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT

First Judicial Region
OFFICE OF THE

SHERIFF

SOCIAL SECURITY
SYSTEM,

Mortgagee,

-versus-

SPS. BENITO M.
GONZALES &
ADORACION A.
GONZALES,

Mortgagors.

FORECLOSURE
CASE

NO. 269-03-B

EXTRA-JUDICIAL
FORECLOSURE OF

REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE  UNDER

ACT 3135, As
Amended

x—————x

NOTICE OF PUBLIC

AUCTION SALE

Upon   extra-ju-

dicial  petition for fore-

closure sale under Act

3135,  As Amended,

filed  by Social Security

System, against the

mortgagors, Sps.

Benito M. Gonzales

and Adoracion A.

Gonzales, Filipinos

and resident of AR

SLU-SVP Housing

Coop, Bakakeng,

Baguio City to satisfy

the  mortgage  indebt-

edness in the total

amount  of   TWO

HUNDRED ELEVEN

THOUSAND NINE

HUNDRED ONE  and

12/100 (P211,991.12)

PESOS as of October

01, 2003 representing

the principal obliga-

tion,  interest, penal-

ties and other charges,

excluding  legal fees

and   expenses  as

agreed  upon in the

Real Estate Mortgage

executed by the mort-

gagors in favor of the

mortgage, on Septem-

ber   20, 1993, under

Doc. 357, Page No. 61,

Book  No.  XXII,  Series

of   1993,   of  Notary

Public  of  Baguio City,

Atty. Antonio A.

Espiritu.  The  under-

signed   Ex- Officio

Sheriff   thru her

Deputy will SELL at

public auction on Feb-

ruary   25,   2004  at

10:00 o’clock in the

morning   or  soon

thereafter at the lobby

of the Hall of Justice,

Baguio City, to the

highest bidder for

CASH and in Philip-

pine   Currency, the

real  property regis-

tered  in  the name of

the  mortgagors which

was  the  subject   of

the aforementioned

Real Estate Mortgage

consisting of one (1)

parcel  of   land   to-

gether   with  all  the

i m p r o v e m e n t s

thereon, located at

Baguio City and cov-

ered  by  Transfer Cer-

tificate of Title No.

37210,  Lot 7-D-2-A,

with  an  area  of  150,

sq. m.,  of  the  Register

of  Deeds, Baguio City.

Prospective  buy-

ers/bidders  may   in-

vestigate for them-

selves the title herein

above-described and

e n c u m b r a n c e s

thereon   if any there

be.

Baguio City,

Philippines, January

19,  2004.

(SGD) DELILAH

GONZALES

Clerk of Court and

Ex-Officio Sheriff,

Baguio City

By:  (SGD)

CRISANTO T. FLORA

Sheriff IV

Jan. 24, 31 & Feb.7,
2004

Republic of the
Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT, BRANCH 9
(FAMILY COURT
FOR BENGUET

PROVINCE)
La Trinidad, Benguet

IN THE MATTER OF
ADOPTION OF

MINORS:  PATRICIA
ANN DELA PEÑA y

ESPIRITU and
KENNETH JOSHUA
CHARLES AMATA

C H A R L E S
PETERSON and
ZAIDA PETERSON y

JAVIER
Petitioners.

SPECIAL PROCEED-
INGS CASE NO.

03-A-0844

x—————x

ORDER

P e t i t i o n e r s

Charles   Peterson

and Zaida y Javier,

through  counsel,   filed

this  verified  amended

petition   for adoption

of   minors  Patricia

Ann Dela Peña y

Espiritu and Kenneth

Joshua Charles

Amata  respectfully

stating that they are

husband and   wife,   of

legal ages,   residents

of       No. 307 Cruz, La

Trinidad, Benguet,

p e t i t i o n e r - h u s b a n d

is   an  American citi-

zen and petitioner-

wife  is  a  Filipino

citizen;  that   peti-

t i o n e r - h u s b a n d ,

Charles  B.  Peterson,

is a retired United

States navy    personnel

who  possesses an Im-

migrant Certificate

of   Residence  duly

issued  by  the  Com-

mission  of  Immigra-

tion and Deportation;

that petitioner-

husband’s  only son,

Charles Patrick J.

Peterson, of legal age,

now  gainfully   em-

ployed with the United

States Naval Force,  has

no  objection  to the said

adoption  as  evidenced

by his Affidavit (Annex

“F”);  that petitioner-

spouses   are finan-

cially  sound  not only

in  terms of  their   ba-

sic needs  and  provi-

sions in   life  but

for   their  better  edu-

cation as shown   by

their Retiree State-

ment Account and

SSS  Benefit  State-

ment  Account (An-

nexes “G” and “H”);

that  the natural par-

ents  of  one  of  the

prospective - adoptees,

Patricia  Ann Dela

Peña since she was

8  months  old;  that

minor  Kenneth

Joshua  Charles

Amata was  only 10

months old  when peti-

tioner-spouses got

him from the San

Marcelino Periculture

Center  of Zambales

as she was abandoned

by  her natural

mother    while the

identity   of   his      fa-

ther   is   unknown;

that  both minors have

been   living   with   the

petitioner- spouses

in their family home

since  they were given

to the petitioner-

spouses as a result

of  which as parents-

children relationship

have   been   estab-

lished;     that   peti-

tioner- spouses pos-

sessed  all  the qualifi-

cations  and   none of

the disqualifications

to adopt  the  minor

children;  that  the pe-

tition  for  adoption

will   serve the best

interests  and    well   be-

ing  of  both minor

children.

W H E R E F O R E ,

let this petition be

set for  hearing  on

June  2,  2004  at   9:00

o’clock   in  the morn-

ing  before  the  Ses-

sion   Hall  of  this

Court,   Provincial

Capitol,  La Trinidad,

Benguet   and  all in-

terested persons may

appear   and  show

cause if any, why

this  petition  should

not be granted.

Let  this Order

be   published  at  the

expense  of  the peti-

tioner   in  The Junc-

tion, a newspaper of

general circulation

in Baguio City and

Benguet  Province,

once a week, for  three

(3)   consecutive  weeks,

the   first  publication

to be made not later

than  January 31, 2004.

Furnish copies

hereof with a copy of

the  petition   and  its

annexes,  if  any,  to

the  Office of the So-

licitor General, Makati

City; the Provincial

Prosecutor  of

Benguet; the Local

Civil Registrar  of

San Marcelino,

Zambales;  the peti-

tioners and counsel.

SO ORDERED.

La Trinidad,

Benguet, Philippines,

this  21st day of Janu-

ary,  2004.

(SGD)  FRANCIS A.

BULIYAT

Presiding Judge

Jan. 24, 31, & Feb.

7, 2004

This is an application for the Sale & Transfer of a Certificate of Public
Convenience to operate a PUJ Service  for the transportation of passengers
and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY-LA TRINIDAD and Vice Versa with the
use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 29th day of  January 2004..

SOTERO MENDOZA- Vendor
ERICK CLAYTON LIZARDO- Vendee

Case No. 2003-CAR-732/2004-BAG-CAR-0085

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

Jan. 18, 25 & Feb.1, 2004

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL

PARTITION WITH

SIMULTANEOUS WAIVER

Notice is hereby given that the es-
tate of the late Benjamin C. Suello, Sr.,
who died intestate and without any will,
consisting of a parcel of land situated at
Barrio Central, Municipality of Tuba,
Province of Benguet, embraced in and
covered by Transfer Certificate Title No.
8424, has been the subject of an EX-
TRAJUDICIAL PARTITION WITH
SIMULTANEOUS WAIVER, executed
by and among his heirs on December 11,
2003 as Doc. No. 350, Page No. 69,
Book No. 7, Series of 2003 of the No-
tarial Registry of Atty. Fred L. Bagbagen
of Baguio City.

Jan. 18, 25 & Feb.1, 2004

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL

PARTITION WITH

SIMULTANEOUS WAIVER

Notice is hereby given that the es-
tate of the late Benjamin C. Suello, Sr.,
who died intestate and without any will,
consisting of a parcel of land situated at
Residential Sect. “L”  City of Baguio, em-
braced in and covered by Transferred Cer-
tificate of Title No. 51737, has been the
subject of an EXTRAJUDICIAL PAR-
TITION WITH SIMULTANEOUS
WAIVER, executed by and among his
heirs on December 11, 2003 as Doc. No.
349, Page No. 69, Book No. 7, Series of
2003 of the Notarial Registry of Atty. Fred
L. Bagbagen of Baguio City.
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Republic of the
Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT

First Judicial Region
Branch 59

Baguio City

(ADDITIONAL
FAMILY COURT OF

BAGUIO)

CATHERINE D.
ATENDIDO,

Petitioner,

-versus-

GERARDO B.
ATENDIDO,

 Respondent.

Civil Case No.
403-FC

For Declaration of
Nullity of Marriage

x-----------------x

SUMMONS

(By Publication)

WHEREAS, the

herein   petitioner

filed   a   verified   peti-

tion   on   September

29,   2003,  herein

quoted   as   follows:

“PETITIONER,

by   counsel  and  unto

his Honorable Court,

most respectfully

states:

“1.  That  she   is

of   legal  age, married,

Filipino   and  residing

at  No.  42   Lopez

Jaena, Aurora Hill,

Baguio City;

“2.  That   respon-

dent   is  likewise  of

legal   age, married,

Filipino  and  residing

at  No.  18 Sto. Rosario

Valley,  Baguio  City

c/o Chris Atendido

Fumbuena  where he

may  be  serve with

summons and other

processes of this Hon-

orable Court;

“3.  That   the

parties entered into a

contract   of marriage

on  June  1,  1998   at

La  Trinidad, Benguet

as evidence by the

hereto  attached CER-

TIFICATE OF MAR-

RIAGE   marked   as

Annex  “A”  and  made

part  hereof;

“4.  That out of

their   wedlock,   the

parties begot two (2)

children  namely

GENE CEDRIC CASEY

GWEN,  both   sur-

named  ATENDIDO,

copies  of  their  Cer-

tificate  of  Live Birth

of   which  are hereto

attached   as  ANNEX

“B”  and  ANNEX “C”

respectively;

“5.  That  due  to

serious   differences

in  character,   attitude

and   personality,  the

parties   never  got

along   well  during

the time they started

living together was

spouses  as  the  same

was  married   with

incessant quarelling,

disagreements   and

disputes  which often

led  to   repeated

physical   violence be-

ing  suffered  by   peti-

tioner   in   the hands of

respondent;

“6.  That  despite

all   the   sufferings

she suffered in the

hands of respondent,

petitioner kept the

problem to  herself

as   she   wanted   to

preserve  her  marriage

with    respondent  for

the  sake of their mi-

nor   children; that

however,  despite all

these sacrifices  by

petitioner,  respondent

continued   will  all  his

abuses   and   fact  is

that,   respondent   even

had   the   nerve   to

abandon  herein peti-

tioner and  their com-

mon   children   in

their  most difficult

times,  respondent   had

also   been  remiss on

his obligations to his

children   as  he  chose

to   instead   leave   them

with   herein   peti-

tioner, respondent

spending   all  his

money on his many

vices notwithstanding

his moral and lawful

obligation to his chil-

dren;

“7. That herein

petitioner,   even  be-

fore  their marriage,

had  already been suf-

fering from a Depen-

dent  Personality  Dis-

order,  which  disorder

had   continued  and

has even worsened

when   she  had   the

sickening    experiences

while leaving with

herein respondent;

that   by  reason  of

the said Dependent

Personality   Disorder

of   Petitioner,  she

could  not  perform and

comply  with   all the

essential   and   marital

obligations   required

of   her  by   law  and  so,

to  declare her as one

suffering   from  Psy-

chological Incapacity

allowing   the declara-

tion  of   Nullity  of   her

marriage  to  herein

respondent  is  in  or-

der;

“8. That the

above-facts clearly

show that petitioner

and  respondent are

suffering   from  psy-

chological   incapacity

to   comply  with their

essential marital obli-

gations and such inca-

pacity already existed

at  the time of the cel-

ebration   of   their

marriage  although  the

same    became mani-

fest  only  thereafter;

“9.  That said

psychological     inca-

pacity  of  herein  peti-

tioner  and respondent

are so grave and seri-

ous   to  bring about

their   failure to com-

ply   with  their essen-

tial   marital  obliga-

tions   and  which may

be   medically  identi-

fied to be permanent

and incurable by medi-

cal experts, a copy of

the  Psychiatric  Evalu-

ation Report showing

this   is  hereto  attached

and marked as Annex

“D” hereof;

PRAYER

“WHEREFORE,

premises   considered,

it   is  most   respect-

fully  prayed   that  af-

ter   due notice and

hearing, JUDGEMENT

be rendered by the

Honorable Court

NULLYING the mar-

riage   of   petitioner

and  respondent  pur-

suant   to  the  provi-

sions of the Family

Code  of the Philip-

pines.

“Baguio City,

Philippines,  29 Octo-

ber,  2003.

PUBLIC ATTORNEY’S

OFFICE

Counsel for the

Plaintiffs

Department of Justice

Justice Hall,

Baguio City

By:

(Sgd.)  PATRICK

HENRY M.

VILLANUEVA

Public Attorney II

VERIFICATION/

CERTIFICATION

“I,  CATHERINE

DE GUZMAN

ATENDIDO, of legal

age,  married,  Filipino

and  with  residence

at  No. 42  Lopez Jaena

St.,   Aurora Hill,

Baguio City, hereby

depose  and  state:

“1. That   I  am

the  PETITIONER   in

the  above-stated      PE-

TITION:

“2.  That I have

caused   the  prepara-

tion   of  the above-

stated case amended

petition,   the contents

of  which  are true and

correct  to  the best of

my   own knowledge

and  belief;

“3.  That (a) I

have  not therefore

commenced  any  other

action or proceeding

involving the same is-

sued in the Supreme

Court,   the  Court of

Appeals, or any other

tribunal  or   agency;

(b) to the best of my

knowledge,  no  such

action  or  proceedings

is  pending in the Su-

preme Court, the

Court  of  Appeals, or

any other tribunal or

agency;  (c)  if  I  should

thereafter   learn  that

a   similar  action or

proceedings has been

filed or is pending

before the Supreme

Court,   the Court of

Appeals,  or any other

tribunal or agency,

we hereby undertake to

report within five

(5) days therefrom to

the Honorable  Court;

“4.  That   I am

executing   this VERI-

FICATION/ CERTIFI-

CATION  to  attest  to

the  truth and veracity

of  all  its  contents   and

for   all   intents and

purposes this may le-

gally serve.

“IN WITNESS

WHEREOF,  I have

hereunto  set  my  hands

this  29 th  day  of Sep-

tember,   2003  at

Baguio City, Philip-

pines.

(Sgd.) CATHERINE DE

GUZMAN ATENDIDO

Petitioner

“SUBSCRIBED

AND   SWORN  to be-

fore  me  this  29th day

of  September,  2003  at

Baguio City, Philip-

pines.

(Sgd.) REMEGIO J.

MARAMAT

District Public

Attorney

PUBLIC ATTORNEY’S

OFFICE

 Department of Justice

Ex-Officio Notary

publication

Baguio City.”

WHEREAS, on

December   16,  2003,

the   petitioner  through

counsel  filed   with  this

court,  a  Motion For

Leave  of  Court to Al-

low Summons by Pub-

lication,  it  appearing

that the respondent

cannot  be  found  at

his   last  known  ad-

dress  and  that  dili-

gent efforts have al-

ready been exerted so

as to ascertain the

present   whereabouts

of   respondent  but to

no avail.

WHEREAS, this

Court in its Order

dated December 18,

2003 granted the

petitioner’s   Motion

for  Leave  of  Court

to  Allow  Summons

by Publication;

NOW, THERE-

FORE,   you   the re-

spondent   GERARDO

B.  ATENDIDO is

hereby summoned

through  this medium

of publication, and

therefore required to

file   with   the Office of

the  Clerk   of Court,

Regional  Trial  Court

of  Baguio City  at

Justice Hall, Baguio

City   your answer  to

the  above-quoted

petition    within    thirty

(30)  days  from date

of last publication

hereof,  serving  at   the

same time a copy of

your   answer   upon

the  petitioner’s  coun-

sel   Atty.   Patrick

Henry  M. Villanueva

with  office  address

at  Public Attorney’s

Office, Department of

Justice, Justice Hall,

Baguio City, and fail-

ure  to  do  so  within

the  period  herein

prescribed,   the peti-

tioner  shall   take

judgment against you

and demand from the

court    the remedies

and reliefs prayed for

in  the  said  petition.

Let this sum-

mons be published at

the  expense  of  the

petitioner   in  The Junc-

tion, a newspaper of

general circulation in

Baguio City once a

week  for  two  (2) con-

secutive   weeks.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,

let  a  copy  of  this

summons, together

with a copy of the peti-

tion and the Order

dated December 18,

2003   be deposited at

the Baguio City Post

Office   postage pre-

paid   directed  to the

respondent   Gerardo

B. Atendido by regis-

tered mail at his last

known address at No.

18 Sto. Rosario Valley,

Baguio City c/o Chris

Atendido   Fumbeuena.

WITNESS THE

H O N O R A B L E

ILUMINADA CABATO-

CORTES, Presiding

Judge of this Court,

this 12th day of January,

2004 at Baguio City,

Philippines.

(SGD) MA. THERESA

G. TANO

Branch Clerk of

Court

Jan. 24 & , 31, 2004

Ad
rates:
Rate discounts available depending on

volume of ad placements

1 page : P11,000.00
1/2 page: 5,500.00
1/4 page: 2,750.00
foots ad: P750.00
1 col. cm. P65.00

Judicial Publication Rates:
80% of commercial advertising rates as

per PD 1079 and SC. A.M. No. 01-1-07

People are difficult to govern

because they have too

much knowledge.

-  Lao-tzu
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REPUBLIC OF THE

PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL

COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL

REGION
OFFICE OF THE

PROVINCIAL
SHERIFF

LA TRINIDAD,
BENGUET

EVELYN BASTIAN,
Mortgagee,

 -versus-

NORMA K. PASI
married to

Alex M. Pasi,
Mortgagors.

04-EXF-0908
For:

EXTRA-JUDICIAL
FORECLOSURE OF

REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE UNDER

ACT 3135, AS
AMENDED

x-------------x

SHERIFF’S NOTICE

OF PUBLIC AUCTION

SALE

Pursuant to the

petition  to    foreclo-

sure   and  sale extra-

judicially under Act

3135, as amended filed

by  mortgagee, for

the satisfaction of

the  obligation  of

Norma   K.  Pasi mar-

ried   to  Alex  M.  Pasi

of JE-14 Shamolog,

Pico, La Trinidad,

Benguet, herein re-

ferred to as the

mortagagor, to satisfy

the   mortgage indebt-

edness which as of

this date amounts to

EIGHT HUNDRED

THOUSAND PESOS

(P800,000.00)     in-

cludes the   principal

loan     and  interest   ex-

cluding other expenses

incurred in this fore-

closure  proceedings.

The undersigned   will

sell at  public auction

sale  on   February 25,

2004 at  10:30 in the

morning  or  soon

thereafter in front of

the      Provincial  capi-

tol building,  La

Trinidad, Benguet  to

the highest bidder for

CASH and in Philip-

pine currency, the de-

scribed mortgage prop-

erty to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFI-

CATE OF TITLE

NO.T-28611

A parcel of land

(lot 8-c-7, Psd-CAR-

00516  being a portion

of  lot  8-c Psd-1-007156,

Free  Patent  no. 426

under  Act  926) situ-

ated  at  Barrio  of   Pico,

Municipality of La

Trinidad, Province

of Benguet, Island of

Luzon, Bounded on

the  SW.,  along line

1-2 by existing road

(4.00 m.wide) on the

SW., along line 2-3

by lot 7 (LRC) Psd-

155581;  on  the E.,

along  line  3-4 by lot

8-c-6, Psd-CAR-000516;

on  SW., along line

4-5  by   lot 10 (LRC)

Psd-155561;  along  line

5-1  by  lot  9  (LRC)

Psd-155581.  Beginning

at  a  point  marked

“1”  on  plan being S.

50 deg., 56’ W.,

897.17m.  from triangu-

lation station”

SOUTHBASE” La

Trinidad, Benguet

thence  x x x x x x x x x

x  containing an area

of TWO HUNDRED

TWENTY SIX (226)

square meters, more

or   less. (complete

technical description

appear  on  the  title)

This NOTICE

of sale will be pub-

lished at The Junction,

a     newspaper   of   gen-

eral circulation in

the Cordillera and

suburbs, once a week

for three (3) consecu-

tive weeks, the first

publication to take

place at least twenty

(20) days before the

date of auction sale,

likewise three (3) cop-

ies  of  the  same shall

be posted in three (3)

conspicuous places

in the Municipality

Hall  and  at  the Pro-

vincial capitol of

This is an application for the Sale & Transfer with Extension of Validity
of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate a Taxi Service  for the trans-
portation of passengers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY TO ANY POINT
IN CORDILERA ADMINSTRATIVE REGION and Vice Versa with the use of
one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 26th day of  January 2004..

VILLAMOR    P.   LOMEREZ- Vendor
ROGER N. GALAP- Vendee

Case No. 2003-CAR-246/2004-BAG-CAR-0076

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

Benguet  where the

auction sell shall take

place.

P r o s p e c t i v e

buyer/bidder are

hereby enjoined to in-

vestigate for them-

selves the title of the

property and the en-

cumbrances thereon if

any there be.

La Trinidad,

Benguet  this 28 th day

of  January  2004.

FOR THE PROVIN-

CIAL SHERIFF

EX-OFFICIO OF

BENGUET

By:

(SGD) FELIMON H.

MACARIO

Sheriff IV

Jan. 31, Feb. 7 & 14,

2004

This is an application for the Sale & Transfer  with Extension of Validity
of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service  for the trans-
portation of passengers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO PLAZA-SCOUT
BARRIO and Vice Versa with the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 30th day of  January 2004..

SPS. JOEL & VILMA GAVIRAN- Vendor
GEORGE J. JARDIN- Vendee

Case No. 99-01-1081/2004-BAG-CAR-0084

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service  for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY-TOMAY and Vice Versa with the
use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 30th day of  January 2004..

ERICK CLAYTON LIZARDO
Applicant

Case No. 99-01-814

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service  for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO PLAZA-IRISAN and Vice Versa with the
use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 30th day of  January 2004..

ALBERT S. GAYDOWEN
Applicant

Case No. 89-01-336 A

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for the Extension of Validity of a Certificate of
Public Convenience to operate a Taxi Service  for the transportation of passen-
gers and freight on the line:  BAGUIO CITY TO  ANY POINT IN REGION I  with
the use of one (1) unit.

Notice  is  hereby given  that  this application shall be heard by the Board
on  Feb. 10, 2004 at  9:00 A.M. at  the LTFRB Office, Pacdal, Baguio City which
date and time the applicant shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least  ten  (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall
publish the NOTICE once in one (1) weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant/s and if they so desire, appear
during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records
and the documentary evidences submitted by the parties unless the Board
deem necessary to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable  ALFREDO P. MONDIGUING - Regional Di-
rector  this 27th day of  January 2004..

MANUEL JAVILLONAR
Applicant

Case No. 94-CAR-162

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND
REGULATORY BOARD

Cordillera Administrative Region,  Baguio City

(SGD) ATTY.  BRENDA D. POKLAY
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING
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plaint, it was said that Judge Pamintuan has caused
undue delay on the speedy resolution of cases
assigned to him.

The case of People vs. Ceferino Baniqued,
for instance, has shown that the prosecution filed
a motion for preventive suspension. The accused
subsequently, filed its opposition.

On August 1998, Judge Pamintuan was
said to have already submitted a resolution of
the motion of the Prosecution. Despite this, the
resolution of the case came only a year after.

To this, the Supreme Court says “the un-
reasonable delay of the respondent-judge in re-
solving the motions submitted for his resolution
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Well, I missed my column of the last issue of this paper due to
many commitments that I have to attend to.  Truly, last week I received
some text messages asking what happened with my contribution.  My
dear readers, don’t worry.  I have to make up this time.

As I have mentioned earlier, I will be providing you excerpts from
the speeches of known business leaders of the country today during the
29th Philippines Business Council last year.  Surely, these statements
delivered were very encouraging and challenging to everyone particu-
larly those from the business sector and would be entrepreneurs.

With the theme of one of the biggest gatherings of business sec-
tor in the country, “ONE. GLOBAL. FILIPINO” “enshrines the aspira-
tions of the present generation of Filipino businessman striving to de-
velop a reputable international brand name for the Philippines in a world
pervaded by global competition” Mr. Sycip said.

It is good to promote brand Philippines – but to do so before we
have solved our internal problems may be premature.  Surely, the adver-
tising people will tell you that to develop a brand the quality of the
product must be maintained.  It cannot be a product that changes with
each election, right?

About 40 years ago we had a good “brand name”.  Yes, at one
tome we were the leaders oft eh region.  But if we look at ourselves now
we would probably wonder why we got off the track – from being the
most advanced nation in East Asia outside of Japan, both politically and
economically, to one that has sadly fallen behind our neighbors.

We cannot blame our present difficulties on others.  The country
regained its independence in 1946.  Filipinos have formulated major deci-
sions and policies.  In fact, we have been independent for many more
years than our neighbors in the

Asian countries.
But we have to admit that the Philippine reputation has been tar-

nished in the past 30 years by the impression abroad that our many
political problems has created economic uncertainties.

The lack of long term planning and our poor infrastructure has
been the complaint of both domestic and foreign businessmen.  We must
also admit that the highly politicizing of the military and police has con-
tributed to the deteriorating peace and order situation.

Considering the many conflicting reports in our outspoken but
often inaccurate media, it may be time for independent persons just like
you and me to speak up on issues that affect all of us – our children, our
grandchildren and the next generations to come.

With the exception of Singapore, all our neighbors have experi-
enced abuse of power, authoritarian rule, varying degrees of corruption,
political turmoil, communist insurgencies and natural disasters.  Yet our
neighbors have managed to decrease poverty levels, control insurgency,
restore peace and order, improve educational standards and collect the
garbage properly! WHAT WENT WRONG?  WHY HAVE WE FAILED?
More next week

For reactions, comments and or suggestions or you have some-
thing to contribute in this column, text Cell No. 09202438490 or you can
call my landline 300-4272.

ENTREPRENEWS
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  The past, present and future

of Philippine business

Baguio-Benguet Chamber of
Commcerce and Industry, Inc.
(BBCII) new sets of officers for

term 2004-2005
The BBCCII

conducted its General
Membership and Elec-
tion last Saturday,
January 24, 2004 at the
Hotel Villa Rosal.  For
another term, the in-
cumbent President,
Engr. Alfonso T. Lao
was again overwhelm-
ingly elected to lead
the Chamber Move-
ment for 2004-2005
terms.

Other officers
elected were Mr.
Cesario A. Villanueva
(PNB VP), 1st Vice Presi-
dent; Mr. Dennis L. Sy
(New City Grocery) 2nd

Vice President; Mrs.
Carmen Balajadia,
(Stronghold Insur-

ance), Board Secretary;
Ms. Jackie A. Ver
(YWCA of Baguio)
Ass’t. Secretary; Miss
Susan A. Go (Elegant
Hotel) Treasurer; Mr.
Johnny de la Cruz (K-
Lite FM) Asst. Trea-
surer; Mr. Gilbert
Figalan (Gilberto’s Ca-
tering Services), Audi-
tor; Ms. Trinida A.
Cayading, Business
Manager (Baguio
Young Entrepreneurs
MPC) and Directors,
were:  Mr. Roberto
Pidal, (SLU Professor
& Entrepreneur); Engr.
Freddie Gonzales, (For-
est Inn).  The schedule
of Induction of Offic-
ers will be announced
later once the new

Board of Directors will
convene this coming
month.  Congratula-
tions, ladies and
gentlemen!

Moreover, for
the third time, the
B a g u i o - B e n g u e t
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Inc.
(BBCCII) will host the
13th North Luzon Area
Business Conference.
Business leaders
North of Manila and
businessmen of other
regions are invited to
attend this big event
sometime this year.
The BBCCII Board of
Directors appointed
Mr. Johnny de la Cruz
to Chair the said affair./
T.A.Cayading

The agricultural
expertise of the
Benguet State Univer-
sity will be shared
abroad with the recent
assignment of Dr.
Silvestre Aben to
Papua New Guinea un-
der the South-South
Programme of the
Food and Agriculture
Organization.

Aben enplaned
for Papua New Guinea
last Jan. 22 to join three
other experts and six
farm technicians in the
food security project
agreed upon by the
FAO with the host na-
tion and the Philippine
government.

Prior to his agri-
cultural missionary
work, Aben served as
professor IV of BSU
and director of the
Shell Foundation-BSU
coffee and research
farm in La Trinidad,
Benguet.

Aben, who fin-
ished his doctorate de-
gree in Australia, will
be served as consult-
ant to farmers on horti-
culture crop produc-
tion.  With him are fel-

BSU professor starts work for food
security in Papua New Guinea

low experts Lauro
Hernandez – soil fertil-
ity management,
Dominciano Ramos –
field crop production,
and Pablo Montalla –
small-scale irrigation
development and land
management.

The technicians’
team is composed of
Mamerto Martinez and

Ricarte Melchor on
water control,
Bernardo Pascua and
Marcelo Dayo on crop
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n ,
Florentino Agustin on
diversification, and
Roberto Hilario Mabuti
on diversification.

Their stint will
end on Jan. 4, 2006./
RD

clearly constituted a violation of the parties’ con-
stitutional right to a speedy disposition of their
cases.”

Judge Pamintuan, in his comment or reply
to the complaint then denied the accusations,
and said that the delay was brought about by the
failure (of the prosecution) to present complete
evidences, while the accused’ lawyer was always
absent, as he is not based here, hence the delay
in the issuance of a resolution.

Arrogant, oppressive and Improper Con-
duct and Violations of the Code of Judicial Con-
duct

Additionally, Judge Pamintuan was also
accused of arrogance. It was said he shouts at,
and insults lawyers, litigants, expert witnesses,
and security guards at the Justice Hall.

Lawyers Federico Mandapat Jr., Joris Karl
Dacawi, and Reynaldo Agranzamendez have con-
firmed that they have once been the subject of
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sued between the army and the
NPA.

On January 29, 2004, Judge
Artemio Marrero of the Regional
Trial Court Branch 35 in Bontoc is-
sued a warrant of arrest against Lt.
Sia-ed and his group.

According to the Cordillera
Human Rights Organization
(CHRO), the brutal “killing” of
Chadyaas is again a reflection of

blatant human rights violations be-
ing committed by the military. Ac-
cordingly, the victim was merely
watching his crops, when without
warning, his body was peppered with
bullets.

Chadyaas suffered from cardio
respiratory attack, multiple gunshot
wounds, and hypovolemic shock, or
a condition where the heart is un-
able to supply enough blood to the
body because of blood loss or inad-
equate blood volume./Rimaliza A.
Opiña and CHRO
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Ten city youths act as honorary
police officers

Baguio City –
Ten (10) students from
the city’s secondary
schools were chosen
by Sangguniang
Kabataan (SK) repre-
sentative Leonardo
Bayan in coordination
with P/Supt. Francisco
Manalo, Jr., as honor-
ary youth police offic-
ers, experienced being
exposed to different
aspects of police opera-
tions at the Baguio City
Police Station (BCPO)
and nine (9) substa-
tions last Jan. 28-30.

The students
are Roderick Panis,
Lovelyn Marcos, Ruel
Migano and Ruby
Myra Dicang from the
Baguio City National
High School (BCNHS0;
Mark Shaun Tininggal
and Hector Amaro of
the University of
Baguio Preparatory

High School (UP Prep);
Sheena Tsunematsu
and Precious Ann
Aquino of the Pines
City National High
School (PCNHS);
Benjie Briones of
PCNHS Magsaysay
Annex; and, Daryl
Ericson Flora of Saint
Louis Aurora Hill
(SLAH).

The students
who were chosen after
thorough screening as
to academic perfor-
mance, experience and
training, went through
different aspects of
police operations, in-
vestigation, traffic
control and directions
and police community
relations during the
two-and-a-half-day im-
mersion where Panis
acted as BCPO director
while others were as-
signed as Chief of Po-

lice at the substations.
Dubbed as

“Youth Exposure Pro-
gram 2004,” the pro-
gram is the first of its
kind and part of the 13th

Philippine National Po-
lice (PNP) anniversary
and its

“Sambayan” and
“Santinig” programs.
The activity aims to
widen the nationwide
youth empowerment
campaign as well as
encourage youth in-
volvement in the po-
lice peacekeeping and
law enforcement ef-
forts.  Launching was
done at the BCPO
multi-purpose hall
where Councilor
Bayan congratulated
the BCPO on its latest
award as Best Police
Office./Julie G. Fianza

Baguio City –
The jueteng gravy
train is now at full
speed, with none of
the three daily draws
missed since the illegal
gambling operation re-
sumed last Jan. 19.

An insider re-
vealed all the six bet
collection centers eu-
phemistically called
‘stations’, have re-
opened, all supervised
by the same henchmen
of the former operator

Jueteng back to full operation
who temporarily
closed shop last Dec.
26, following a sudden
crackdown by the po-
lice.

Judging from the
winning two-number
combinations so far,
however, it appears
that bettors stand no
chance of hitting pay-
dirt as the draws are
continuously being
rigged to ensure a

daily average take of
P1.5 million for the op-
erators and protectors.

“Talagang bini-
bidyo muna ang mga
numero ng mga taya
bago ibigay yong
labas (The number
combinations being
betted on are really be-
ing reviewed before
the winning numbers
are released),” a
kubrador (bet collec-

Mayor okays SP move on annulling spuri-
ous land titles

Baguio City -
Mayor Bernardo
Vergara last week ap-
proved city council
Resolution No. 19 di-
recting the city legal
officer “to cause the fil-
ing of appropriate ad-
ministrative and civil
proceedings for the
cancellation of falsi-
fied, fake or spurious
certificates of land
titles, tax declarations
and survey plans” cov-
ering lands within the
city.

Authored by
Councilors Braulio
Yaranon and Delfin
Balajadia, the measure
also sought to protect
the lands in the city
against acts “prejudi-
cial to public interest”
even as it requests the
city prosecutor to form
a task force to pros-
ecute persons or enti-
ties responsible for the
illegal sale of these
lands.

In the measure, it
was noted that the

proposal stemmed
from information that
certain persons and
entities have been able
to procure and cause
the issuance of falsi-
fied certificates of titles,
tax declarations and
survey plans covering
lands in the city.

Cited as ex-
amples were a 501-
square meter lot at Res.
Sec. D which was ex-
panded to 150,000
square meters and a
13,000 square meter lot
at Res. Sec. J which
was turned into a
550,000 square meter
lot through crafty sub-
division and
resubdivision surveys,
falsification of certifi-
cates of titles, tax dec-
larations using falsi-
fied technical descrip-
tions and falsified veri-
fication from the Bu-
reau of Land Registra-
tion Commission.

Records showed
that  after said lots were
sold, records of said
lots from the Land Reg-
istration Authority

(LRA) could no longer
be found.

“The aforesaid
act violate the Torrens
System of Registration
now based on Presi-
dential Decree No.
1529, the Property
Registration Decree, as
amended; said acts de-
stroy and/or prejudice
subsisting property
rights; such acts fur-
ther compounded by
the fraudulent sale of
subdivided lots within
the areas covered by
the falsified, fake or
spurious titles, tax dec-
larations and surveys,
to unwary and inno-
cent victims who part
with hard-earned cash
for worthless lands ex-
isting only on paper,”
the resolution read.

“The said acts to
constitute violation of
law, morals, public or-
der, public policy and
are inimical to the se-
curity of person and
property of the citi-
zenry of Baguio,” the
resolution added./
Aileen P. Refuerzo

Baguio City –
The Regional Trial
Court (RTC) here dis-
missed the case filed by
the Tallano-Acop
(TALA) Estate staking
claim over vast tracks
of lots in the city.

RTC Branch 59
Judge Iluminada Cortes
ordered the dismissal
after the counsel of
Julian Tallano, judicial
administrator of the
Tallano-Acop Estate
failed to comply with
the court’s order for the
filing of  a motion of
appropriate pleadings
to pursue the case.

Named respon-
dents to the case were
the Roman Catholic
Archbishop, the city
government of Baguio,
the Baguio Hilltop En-
terprises Company,
Alfonso Lim, Spouses
Servillano and
Genoveva De Vera.  The
Estate claims owner-
ship of portions of the
Baguio central busi-

Case on Baguio land claims dismissed
ness district based on
OCT No. 1-04 allegedly
issued by the Royal
Crown of England in
favor of Tallano.  Simi-
lar cases were also re-
portedly against SM
Investment Corpora-
tion and the Maharlika
Livelihood Center for
alleged ownership of
Luneta Hill and the
Maharlika lot.

At the time the
case was filed, the Es-
tate also reportedly
claims ownership of
practically the whole
Philippines covering
approximately 360 mil-
lion hectares of land,
rivers, mountains, for-
ests and seas covered
by Original Certificate
Title no. 01-4 and
Sabah, Malaysia.

It was gathered
that Tallano’s counsel
Atty. Benigno Puno
earlier filed an omnibus
motion to withdraw as

counsel.  He even
sought the punishment
of Tallano for contempt
of court and branded
Tallano as an “impos-
tor.”

However, the
court did not grant
Puno’s motion to with-
draw as counsel and
did not recognize
Tallano’s substitute
counsel.

In its ruling, the
court found Puno “re-
miss” on his duties as
counsel.  “In all the
hearings set, he failed
to appear and argue on
his motions,” the court
said.

On March 3,
2003, the plaintiff was
given 15 days to file
appropriate motion or
pleading on an issue
concerning the defen-
dants’ failure to file
their responsive plead-
ing but the plaintiff did
not comply despite the

Forest fire prevention - College students adn school advisers from System
Technology Institute (STI) clear out grasses for fire lanes or fire breakers
to prevent forest fires as part of the Eco-Walk year-round activities to
ensure the survival of tree-seedlings planted by Baguio’s school children
during the rainy season./Photo by Bong Cayabyab CASE ON BAGUIO...p.13

JUETENG BACK...p.14
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Belgium bans cat, dog and seal fur

Ancient lion skeleton found in
Egyptian tomb

The discovery of the skeleton of a male
lion in the tomb of King Tutankhamen’s wet nurse
Maïa in the city of Memphis, Egypt, has lent
weight to the theory that ancient Egyptians wor-
shipped lions.

The lion was discovered in the tomb, lo-
cated in Saqqara burial ground in the Nile Valley,
in November 2001 by a team of archaeologists
excavating the area. The tomb itself dates back
to 1330 BC but the remains were probably not
placed inside it until centuries later.

Historically, the Egyptians have depicted
the lion as a deity with human attributes, a well-
known example being the Sphinx. It was known
that lions were bred and buried during the phara-
onic dynasties but researchers had never found
interred remains.

Lions may have been raised in sanctuaries
and fed and buried ritualistically. It is now deemed
certain that they were part of the cult of animal
worship that characterised Late and Hellenistic
Egypt.

Excavation leader Dr. Alain Zivie said of
the find: “We knew from pharaonic inscriptions
that lions existed in ancient Egypt and were bur-
ied in these tombs, but we had never found one
until now.”

The lion remains were unearthed in a part
of Maïa’s tomb dedicated to Bastet, the goddess
with the head of a cat.

The room was littered with animal bones,
however the lion skeleton stood out because of

its size. The
bones are
several of the
largest ever
recorded for
a male lion.

T h e
“ v i r t u a l l y
c o m p l e t e ,
undisturbed
s k e l e t o n ”
was laid out

on a rock next to a wall. It appeared to have been
partially preserved but was not wrapped in linen.

The discolouration and mineral deposits
on the bones were comparable to those of mum-
mified cats found in the same catacombs, indi-
cating that the lion may also have been mummi-
fied.

The body was oriented to the east and the
head pointed to the north. The skull had been
partly crushed.

Dr Zivie commented: “The lion is full of
symbolism. It represents strength and fierceness.
The lion is the king of the animals, but he’s also
the animal of the kings of Egypt and he’s con-
nected, in particular, to the goddesses, many of
whom are depicted with lion faces.”

Speculation has arisen that this particular
lion was either believed to be an incarnation of,
or was a dedication to, the god Mahes, who had
a lion’s head. Mahes was a venerated figure in
the “city of the lion”, Leontopolis, and he also
bred lions.

University of Chicago Egyptologist Dr.
Emily Teeter offered an alternative explanation –
that the ancient Egyptians believed the lion rep-
resented Mahes’ mother Sekhmet. Sekhmet, who
has the head of a lioness, is believed to represent
the cat goddess Bastet’s darker side.

Not all experts agree, however, that the dis-
covery is significant. Forensic anthropologist
Robert Pickering of the Buffalo Bill Historical
Center in Cody, Wyoming, said the fact that no
flesh was preserved and no bandages were found
makes the mummification claim dubious.

“It seems to be treated different from other
animals that were entombed as part of ritual,”
Pickering said. “Maybe this lion’s importance is
as a family pet rather than as a representative of
a god. The context doesn’t seem to fit.”/Jenny
Dolphin © 2004 Animal News Center, Inc. Belgium has

banned the import and
trade of fur from dogs,
cats and seals.

The ban brings
the number of EU na-
tions that have out-
lawed the trade in cat
and dog fur to five –
Belgium now joining
Italy, France, Greece
and Denmark. Belgium,
however, has also taken
one important step fur-
ther towards animal
compassion, by effec-
tively outlawing com-
mercial ties with
Canada’s seal hunt,
which is widely viewed
by other nations as
barbaric.

A breakthrough
in banning the interna-
tional trade in dog and
cat fur by the European
Commission was
thought to have been
reached in December,
but there is now a de-
bate over jurisdiction
for the ban. The ban
was intended to cut off
access to one of the
biggest markets for
these furs.

More than half of
the MEPs in the Brus-

sels and Strasbourg
legislature support the
motion, which nor-
mally would mean the
European Commission
has to respond by
drawing up a law. It
would then be up to
the Council of Minis-
ters to enact it.

However, Com-
mission officials re-
fused to accept that
they have powers to
pass such a law, stat-
ing that it is up to mem-
ber countries to do so
if they choose.

A spokeswoman
for Pascal Lamy, the
trade commissioner,
said, “We don’t have
community compe-
tence on this. Compe-
tence for it is in the
hands of member
states.”

The campaign
against the trade is fo-
cusing also on the dan-
gerously high chro-
mium levels present in
the tanning dyes used
to disguise the appear-
ance of the product.
Fur products may con-
tain as much as six
times the level of chro-

mium allowed under
European law - a level
shown to be hazard-
ous to human health.

H i s to r i ca l ly,
most of the dog and
cat furs that have been
traded in Belgium have
come from China, but
in some cases they
have been alleged to
come from animals
picked up on the
streets in Belgium it-
self.

In 2003 BBC re-
porter Tim Franks
viewed a secretly-re-
corded video in which
a salesman showed a
fur buyer two furs pro-
duced from cats picked
up in the streets and
cats farmed in the
country in a “cat fur
farm.”

It is believed
about two million ani-
mals each year are vic-
tims of the trade in Bel-
gium alone.

The trade in seal
skins and oils, most of
which come from
Canada, have pro-
vided nearly 600,000
euros a year in trade of
the skins and oils.

The Belgian ban
was welcomed by the
animal rights organiza-
tion Global Action in
the Interest of Animals
(GAIA). Activists from
the group said that
most animals killed for
their furs are skinned
alive and when killed
first they are hanged or
drowned so their fur is
not damaged.

Fur from the cats
and dogs is used in
gloves, accessories
and in toys for com-
panion animals. During
the initial phase of the
ban, labels on all of
these products will
have to state if the
product contains real
fur./Sherry Morse ©
2004 Animal News
Center, Inc. 

court’s warning that failure to do will mean dis-
missal of the case.

This prompted acting legal officer Melchor
Carlos Rabanes to move for the dismissal of the
case citing the plaintiff’s failure to comply with
the court’s order, which the court granted.

The city earlier also sought for the dis-
missal of the complaint for lack of merit.

Mayor Bernardo Vergara dismissed such
as a nuisance case intended to undetermined the
Torrens title system and the entire land titling
system of the city.

The city maintained that it is the “true and
lawful owner and possessor of the properties as
evidenced by the various titles issued to it but-
tressed by an unbroken line of law and jurispru-
dence on the indefeasibility, unimpeachability,
incontrovertibility and conclusiveness of certifi-
cates duly registered under the Torrens System
of land registration…”

The city also questioned the authenticity
of the copy of OCT No. 1-04 allegedly issued by
the Royal Crown of England in favor of Tallano
saying citing circumstances proving that said
document is spurious.

“The Regalian doctrine of land ownership
had been in force in the Philippines since the
Spanish conquest and is enshrined in all Philip-
pines Constitution since 1935, but the Crown of
England had never been recognized thereabouts
as sovereign or authorized to issue land grants,
especially a land grant for the whole country
which, if valid, will upset all land laws in the Phil-
ippines,” the city said./Aileen P. Refuerzo
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din ni Mendoza na sa kasalukuyan pa lamang
nilang nilalakad ang validation ng naturang mga
lupain.  

Samantala, kasabay ng pagtutol sa balakin
ni Mendoza ay ang pagkadawit din ng pangalan
ni konsehal Nicasio Aliping sa usapin.  

Bilang chairman ng Committee on Lands
and Urban Planning, sa halip umano na panigan
niya ang mga mas may karapatan sa lupa, pinili
umano nito na kampihan ang isang
maimpluwensiya na katulad ni Mendoza.  

Ang nasabing akusasyon ay itinanggi ng
Konsehal. Anya, ginawa niya ang lahat upang
ang karaingan ng mga apektadong residente ay
makarating sa mga kinauukulan. Diumano ang
problema ay nag-ugat sa mismong grupo ng mga
residente. Idininagdag ng konsehal na kung may
pagkakaisa sana sa kanilang hanay, mas maayos
sana ang naging usapan sa pagitan nila at ng ilan
pa na may interes din sa nasabing lupain./
Rimaliza A. Opiña

Condolences to the family of the lateCondolences to the family of the lateCondolences to the family of the lateCondolences to the family of the lateCondolences to the family of the late

makita ng lahat ang pangilan ngilan botos na
makukuha ni Mr. Labo.  Ayon naman sa isa  natin
TB , kaya raw hindi pinayagan ng Comelec itong
si Labo ay wala raw kasing ibinigay na pera si
Labo sa mga taga  Comelec kayat ayun
diskualipikado si Kolokoy.  Ayon naman sa isa
nating TB ay wala na raw kasing  maibigay na
suhol  itong si Labo sapagkat gutom na raw talaga
itong si Labo at kasalukuyan pa raw ay nag-
aaway- away ang ibang mga pamilya ni Mr. Labo
hinggil sa pag-aari niya sa Irisan kung saan
nakabantay si Mrs. Labo d’ Russian. Dagdag pa
ng isa nating TB, kapag madadaan kayo sa
Naguillan Road inyong matatanaw ang isang
kulay Blue na Besta Van  na matagal ng
nakaparada  sa garahe ng Nagoya Inn na
nabubulok na sapagkat walang pang-ayos daw
itong si Labo. Totoo kaya itong mga chika na ito
mula sa  ating mga TB o malilikot lang ang kanilang
mga isipan? Anong palagay ninyo mga dear read-
ers?

tor) said while showing THE MANILA TIMES
the list of results.

Within a short period of 11 days, from Jan.
19 to last Thursday, the numbers 16 and 33, which
were combined for the initial draw, appeared three
times.  So with 36, 26, and 9.  Number 11 came out
six times, including a most unlikely pyang-pyang
(11-11) during the evening draw last Jan. 26.

The bet collector said the operators are tak-
ing advantage of the tendency of gamblers to
bet on numbers that have just been out and re-
view the bet list just to make sure.

Seasoned bettors also never wagered on
1-37 which previous operators never combined.
In local jueteng parlance, 1 means ‘earth’ and 37
stands for ‘heaven’ and the two never meet.  The
present operators released 1-37 during the first
draw last Thursday noon.

“Baka mamaya ilalabas and 18-30 na
hindi rin tinatayahan ng mga naglalaro (They
might even release soon 18-30 which players do
not bet on),” the bet collector said. The numbers
are interpreted to refer to the female and male
organs.

The kubrador, however, declined to state
whether the old bet collection centers had been
relocated and whether the former ‘station man-
agers’ were changed.

The former bet collection centers were lo-
cated within the city market, Aurora Hill, Quirino
Hill, Honeymoon-Holy Ghost, and QM-City
Camp, aside from two more in Kias and Tuding in
Itogon town to funnel in the substantial collec-
tions from the mining camps of Benguet Prov-
ince.

It was gathered that in Dalicno (one of the
mining camps) alone, the daily bet collection runs
to about P10,000.

Insiders estimate that about one-half the
daily gross collection goes to protectors of the
illegal numbers game and for the administrative

JUETENG BACK...
  ...from p.12

costs while the remainder goes to the manage-
ment and financiers.

The return of the numbers games less than
a month after some police officers announced
that the city and the rest of the Cordilera were
finally jueteng-free.

The announcement was met by smirks from
other police officers who swore that operations
never stopped, even for  a day, in Buguias and
Mankayan towns, two of the vegetable-produc-
ing communities in Benguet.

A police officer said the jueteng may stop
temporarily for two reasons.

“Any sudden stop may mean an inside
sting, wherein influential officers are consider-
ing a better offer from a new operator or give bag
men a reason to keep for themselves the regular
allotment intended for those in the take,” he ex-
plained./Ramon Dacawi

Sept. 14, 1943 - Jan. 28, 2004

He is survived by his

wife:  Isabel

children:  Leandro Jr.,

Paul, Lyn Irene,

Lina Rose and

Lilian  Grace

“His life was gentle; and the“His life was gentle; and the“His life was gentle; and the“His life was gentle; and the“His life was gentle; and the
elementselementselementselementselements

So mixed in him, that NatureSo mixed in him, that NatureSo mixed in him, that NatureSo mixed in him, that NatureSo mixed in him, that Nature
might stand up,might stand up,might stand up,might stand up,might stand up,

And say to all the world,And say to all the world,And say to all the world,And say to all the world,And say to all the world,

TTTTTHIHIHIHIHIS WAS A MAN!”S WAS A MAN!”S WAS A MAN!”S WAS A MAN!”S WAS A MAN!”

-William Shakespeare-William Shakespeare-William Shakespeare-William Shakespeare-William Shakespeare

SUPREME COURT...
  ...from p.11

the judge’s “temper.”
Accordingly, Atty. Mandapat while con-

ducting a cross-examination on a witness, was
instructed by the judge that he only has 10-min-
utes to conduct his cross-examination, that he
should limit his questions that are answerable
only by a yes or a no. Despite explanations that
he could not do, as he was laying the basis for
the succeeding questions, Pamintuan was said
to have insisted.

Atty. Agranzamendez also suffered from
humiliation when he was made to stand in behalf
of his client during the reading of the decision.
He said it appeared that he was the one being
accused, when in truth; he was the counsel of
the accused. This, he pointed out to the judge
only to be told not to argue with the court.

Pamintuan, in his reply, again denied the
accusation. The accusations against him were,
as he said, mere generalizations

The Supreme Court however, decided in
favor of the complainants. “The behavior of the
respondent, betrayed his impatience of the con-
duct of the hearing. A display of petulance in the
conduct of trial is a norm of behavior incompat-
ible with the needful attitude and sobriety of a
good judge.”

Advising a lawyers client not to pay his
attorney, is uncalled for, and that a counsel to
stand in behalf of the accused was also improper.
“Clearly, the respondent judge has failed to ob-
serve courtesy and civility to the lawyers as well
as the litigants who appeared before him.”

Meanwhile, the complaint on Graft and
Corruption against Pamintuan has been dismissed
for insufficiency of evidence.

It is recalled that this recently issued judg-
ment of the High Tribunal is not the first one filed
against Judge Pamintuan. Since his appointment
to the judiciary in February 1998, four adminis-
trative complaints have been filed against him.

He was in fact, fined the total amount of
P10, 000, and had been warned by the SC for
violation of Canon 2 of the Code of Judicial Con-
duct, and Canon 3 of the Code of Judicial Ethics.

Earlier, he was also reprimanded by the SC
for admonishing a retired justice of the Court of
Appeals, when he came in late for a hearing. /
Rimaliza A. Opiña

Leandro Yañgot Sr.

From:From:From:From:From:
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   Panagbenga manen!  Tunggal active a grupo wenno institution iti
sosiedad ket maguguran manen iti preparation-da para kadagiti presenta-
tions  ti Panagbenga Celebration a kas iti parada ken programa.  Maysa
kadagitoy isu dagiti day care centers.  Mairamanda met ngaminen kadagiti
contests nga isayangkat ti City Government.  Ket dayta ti maysa kadagiti
kangrunaan a topics a pinagsasaritaan dagiti kameng ti Parents Group ti
Aurora Hill Day Care Center itay naglabas a Mierkoles.  Idadauluan daytoy
a grupo da Haydee Basita iti morning class ken Jenny Dingal iti afternoon
class, ket ni met Agustina Owindo ti day care worker-da.  Addanto la ketdi
manen inda maipabuya a napintas.  Di met isuda ti nangiyalat ti kangrunaan
a gungguna iti naglabas a Search for Ms. Silahis ng Pasko 2003 itay
Disiembre?

-oOo-
Idi Enero 24, naawistayo para iti naaramid nga inauguration ti

NorthCare nga imatonan ni Dr. Leio Calimlim.  Maysa daytoy nga opisina
a mangipapaay serbisio iti medisina ken salun-at  para kadagiti US Military
Retirees a pakaibilangan dagiti beteranotayo.  Ti US Government ti
mangipaay ti pundo para ti ania man a kasapulan iti panangipaay kadagitoy
a makunkuna a serbisio.  Simple laeng ti affair ngem addaan daytoy ti
napudno ken naregget a panagserbi tapno maipaayan ti naan-anay serbisio
kadagiti nasao a retirado a soldado.

Iti programa, immuna a naaramid ti misa officiated by Rev. Fr. Luis
Fernandez, SVD iti Notre Dame Laboratory.  Kalpasanna, isu ti Opening
Remarks ni Dr. Calimlim a sinaruno ti open house tour babaen ken Sr.
Angelica.  Ditoy a nabendisionan ti clinic ti Northcare.  Kalpasan iti Notre
Dame isu met ti pannakalukat nga opisial ti opisina ti NorthCare iti Room
211, YMCA Bldg., Postal Loop, Baguio City.  Para iti ad-ado pay nga
inpormasion, mabalin laeng iti tumawag iti telepono bilang 446-6456.

-oOo-
Naimbag man ta naisanud ti schedule ti pannakabitay dagiti dua a

sentensiado iti death penalty.  Ngem kinuna ti maysa nga obispo a saanda
nga agsardeng agingga’t saan a maminpinsan a mabura ti death penalty
law.

Ado ti nabang-aran iti napasamak.  Ado la ketdi met dagiti react iti
negatibo para iti pannakaikkat ti dusa a patay.  Kas maysa nga anti-death
penalty,  diak matukod a panunuten no apay a kasta laengen ti ayat dagiti
pro nga agtuloy daytoy a linteg.  Ti masaludsod, adda kadi ar-aramiden ti
tunggal maysa para iti pagsayaatan iti kagimongan a paggargarawan tapno
iti kasta no adda nagbasol, madadaantayo a manggura ken mangdusa
daytoy?  Ta ania kadi ti ar-aramidentayo kas kaaduan no di ket
agdaldalikepkeptayo lattan, a mangur-uray no ania ti mapasamak kadagit
issues.  Agtaltalinaedtayo lattan nga spectators, ket saantayo nga aktibo
ken maseknan a kameng ti komunidad tapno mariing koma met ti
panagsisinnakit, panagtitinnulong ken panagkakabsat.  Ket no aggarawtayo
man, para dayta iti bukodtayo a pagimbagan ket saantayo man a panunuten
no adda man mapasaktantayo wenno awan.

Adda makunkuna a co-responsibility para iti sosiedad.  Adda
pagrebbengantayo iti tunggal maysa.  Ngem kasla saan sa a naisuro dayta
kadatayo iti pagtaengan man, iti eskuela wenno kadagiti social ken reli-
gious institutions nga ayantayo.  Satayonto la ngata agsiddaaw no dumteng
ti tiempo a masaludsodantayo iti kas iti “Kain, sadino ti ayan ti kabsatmo?”

Iti death penalty, adun ti nasentensiaan iti daytoy.  Mano kadi
kadatayo ti nakaaramid ti madi a gapuanan ti kinalupoy ti rikna ken panunot.
Ket kalpasan dayta, adda dayta a kasla nakibor a nagunegtayo.  Ag-LBM-
tayo, saantayo a makakakkakaan, saan a makaturturog ken no ania pay dita
nga epekto psychological  iti naaramidantayo.  Nalabit kunatayo, para
laeng dayta iti adda konsensiana.  Ngem kadagiti ibilangtayo nga awanan
konsensia,  di met produktoda laeng met kadagiti naglabas a biagda.  Nalabit
biktimada met ti pannakamaltrato idi ubbingda.  Nalabit rinuker met ti
sangkakarrubaan a dimmakelanda.  Nalabit awan man laeng ti nangidalan
kadakuada nga agbalin a napudno a makipagili.  Nalabit nagbiddut met
dagiti nagannak, ninong-ninangda, ti eskuela, ti simbaan ket ti gobierno
para kadakuada.  Ket no kastan a nakaaramidda ti nadagsen a basol,  kasla
awan man ti ania man ti saludsod,  “No siasino ti awan basolna, isu ti
umuna nga agbato”.

 Ni  A Ni  A Ni  A Ni  A Ni  Attyttyttyttytty.  Bat.  Bat.  Bat.  Bat.  Batas  Mauras  Mauras  Mauras  Mauras  Mauricioicioicioicioicio

Libreng Kolehiyo

ATTY. BATAS

ANYA pay iti dadduma nga aramiden daytoy kabsat yo nga ni
Atty. Batas Mauricio no ipalubos ni Apo Diyos ket mangabak nga
senador inton Mayo? 

Malaksid iti libre nga abogado, kayat ko met nga maikkan iti libre
nga edukasyon idiyay kolehiyo dagiti ubbing nga numanpay nababa
iti grades da ket kayat da met nga makaturpos iti panagadal da. 

Itatta, iti laeng maik-ikkan iti libre nga college education ket
dagidiyay nalalaing nga estudyante, ken dagidiyay masasao nga vale-
dictorian wenno salutatorian wenno first honors diyay klase da. 

Dagiti ordinaryo nga estudyante, wenno dagidiyay agad-adal
nga 75% wenno 3 laeng iti grado da ket awan iti libre nga edukasyon
da. 

Dakkel a problema daytoy agsipud that ad-adu met dagidiay
ordinaryo ken average laeng nga estudyante. 

Uray no makaturpos iti panagadal da dagidiyay valedictorian
ken salutatorian, ad-adu iti saan nga makaturpos nga average wenno
ordinary students. 

Daytoy iti kayat ko maremedyu-an, tapno ad-adu iti makalpas iti
panagadal da, uray no nababa iti grades da. 

Adda la tallo nga kondisyones na daytoy nga free college educa-
tion program ni Atty. Batas Mauricio. 

Umuna, masapul nga sumrek dagiti estudyanete iti klase nga
inaldaw; maikaduwa, masapul nga maipasar da amin nga subjects da,
uray no 75 wenno 3 laeng iti grades da ken maikatlo, masapul nga kayat
da nga makapagturpos nga talaga iti kurso da. 

-oOo-
TANONG: “Atty. Batas, papaano po ba ang tamang paraan sa

pagboto ng mga kandidato—kailangan po bang ilagay ang kanilang
buong pangalan o puwede na ang nickname?” 
SAGOT: Sa ilalim po ng batas, ang isang kandidato ay maaaring iboto
sa pamamagitan ng pagsulat sa balota ng kanyang buong pangalan, o
di kaya ay ng kanyang apelyido lamang, at kung walang ibang kandidato
na pareho ang first names, puwede din siyang iboto sa pamamagitan
ng kanyang first name lamang. 

Sa kabilang dako, pupuwede ding sa pamamagitan lamang ng
palayaw o nickname ng kandidato siya iboboto, kung inirehistro niya
ang nickname na ito sa Commission on Elections. 
Halimbawa, ang aking “screen name” na “Batas” ay inirehistro ko sa
Comelec bilang aking opisyal na nickname. Kung ito ang isusulat ng
mga botante, pupuwede na ito at ito ay bibilangin na para sa akin. 

-oOo-
BUKAL NG BUHAY: Ang nagtitiwala sa sariling kakayahan ay

mangmang, ngunit ang sumusunod sa magandang payo ay malayo sa
kapahamakan.  Kawikaan 28:26. 

-oOo-
PAALALA: Napapakinggan po ako sa GMA SuperRadyo DZBB,

594 khz., Lunes hanggang Biyernes, alas 4:40 ng madaling araw, sa
“Double B, Batas ng Bayan”, at Sabado, alas 9:00 ng umaga.  Ang amin
pong tanggapan ay nasa 18-D Mahiyain cor. Mapagkawanggawa Sts.,
Teacher’s Village East, Diliman, Quezon City, Maari niyo po akong
padalhan ng problemang legal sa mga teleponong, (02) 433-75-53 at
0917-984-24-68. 

ARASAAS KEN KARASAKAS

 By R By R By R By R By Romel E. Vomel E. Vomel E. Vomel E. Vomel E. Valdezaldezaldezaldezaldez

 Ti death penalty ken

co-responsibility

Malagipko ket ngarud dagiti ubbing iti agdama.  Naganus pay
laeng dagiti panunotda ngem exposed dan iti nagado buya ti violence,
banag a pakai-condition-nan ti panunot da ti saan  nasayaat.  Ta awan sa
met ti serbi ti makunkuna a parental guidance kadagiti mabuybuyada iti
TV man, pagsinean, wenno kadagiti pagaayaman kas ti computer ta di met
ar-aramiden dagiti nataengan ti rumbeng nga aramidenda para iti daytoy.

-oOo-
Kablaaw:  Happy birthday to Gilbert “Bob” L. Sibayan iti SLU

ken Lopez Jaena St. … Belated Happy Wedding to Elmer Tabag ken Jermin
“Rizah” Carrido-Tabag.

-oOo-
A meaningful and colorful Panagbenga to all!
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“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated.” -Mahatma Gandhi

(a message by Linis Gobyerno     www.linisgobyerno.org)
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Nagdulot man
ng pagkakagiba ng
ilang kabahayan sa
Irisan ang usapin
patungkol sa mga
lupain roon, hindi pa
rin dito nagtatapos
ang isyu dahil
kamakailan lamang ay
nagsumite ang mga
apektadong residente
partikular ang mga
naninirahan sa Cy-
press Point Village ng
kanilang protesta sa
application for valida-
tion para sa isang sub-
division plan ng
Marville Homes, na
kinakatawan ng isang
nagngangalang Imelda
Mendoza.  

Sa 12-pahinang
protesta, iginiit ng mga
residente na walang
karapatan si Mendoza
na mag-apply para sa
isang validation
sapagkat ang
korporasyon na
diumano (Cypress
Point Corporation) ay
nag-atas kay Mendoza
para sa validation ay
matagal nang hindi
aktibo. Samakatwid,
mas may karapatan
daw sila sa naturang
mga lupain kumpara sa
mga umaangkin na
diumano ay sa kanila
ang nasabing mga
lupain.  

Base sa mga
dokumentong nakuha
sa Securities and Ex-
change Commission
(SEC), ang Cypress
Point Village Inc., ay

na-incorporate noong
1970’s. Taong 1973 ng
dalawa sa mga lote na
pag-aari ng nasabing
korporasyon ay na-
mortgage sa Ateneo
De Manila University.
Nasabing ang
nasabing mga lupain
ay hindi nagamit ng
Ateneo, at sa loob ng
mahabang panahon ay
hindi kailanman
nagalaw ang lupa.
Lumalabas din na ang
Cypress Point Village
ay hindi na napabilang
sa “list of active cor-
porations” sang-ayon
sa mga talaan ng Secu-
rities ang Exhnage
Commission (SEC).

L u m a l a b a s
marami umano sa mga
d o k u m e n t o n g
pinanghahawakan ni
Mendoza ay
k w e s t i o n a b l e .
Katunayan nang
hingin daw nila ang
katibayan ng incorpo-
ration at validation pa-
pers ay wala umano
itong naipakita.  

Sa naging
paghaharap ni
Mendoza at mga
apektadong residente
sa konseho kamakailan
lamang ay inamin ni
Mendoza na hindi pa
sila nabibigyan ng vali-
dation taliwas sa
nauna nitong
deklarasyon na ang
nabanggit na mga
lupain ay maaari nang
gamitin para sa subdi-
vision plan. Nabanggit

VALIDATION...p.14

Bakasyon ka muna Judge  Pamintuan- malaking ginhawa ang ating naobserbahan sa iba’t
ibang mga Abogago este Abogado ng  kanilang nabalitaan na nagkaroon na ng desisyon ang
korte suprema hinggil sa kanilang sinampang reklamo laban kay Judge Pamintuan. Humigit kumulang
isandaang abogado ang pumirma ng reklamo for abuse of authority, ignorance of the law at anti
graft laban kay Judge Pamintuan. Kayat laking tuwa ng mga iba ng kanilang nalaman na ang
parusa ng korte suprema ay one (1) year suspension para kay Judge Pamintuan. Sabagay OK na
rin yun Judge, makapagbabakasyon kayo ng isang taon, daanin na lang ninyo sa pa- parlor- parlor,
pa- facial facial , mabilis naman ang isang taon, labing dalawang buwan lamang o di kaya ay 365
days, ang problema nga lang ay  without pay ang inyong bakasyon. Ang kasalukuyan usap-
usapan ngayon ay kailan naman daw lalabas ang hatol ng korte suprema tungkol sa reklamo ni
Judge Ruben Ayson laban kay Judge Clarence LB (ano ang LB? –secret!!!) Villanueva ? Ang
pustahan ngayon  ng aking mga TB na Abogago este Abogado hinggil kay Judge Clarence
Villanueva ayon sa kanyang kaparusahan ay suspensiyon kaya o sibak sa hukuman? Anong
palagay ninyo mga dear readers?  Kung ako ang inyong tatanungin palagay ko promotion to the
Court Of Appeals, he!he!he!

-oOo-
BCPO Best police office- Kudos muli kay P/Supt. Francisco Manalo at sa kanyang mga

station commanders (mula Station 1 hangang Station 9). Yaan ang masasabing tunay na pruweba
sa pamamalakad ng mga opisina ng pulisya , kung saan ang Baguio City Police ay kamakailan
lamang naparangalan bilang Most Outstanding Police Office. Anong masasabi mo Konsehal
Rufino B as in Buwaya Panagan, sa palagay mo kaya ay mabibigyan ka rin ng most outstanding
Kupitan este Kapitan ng Barangay Award?  Bagamat hindi siguro kinonsidera ng  pinuno ng PNP
ang pagiging isang gambling capital of the Philipines  ang Baguio City sapagkat masasabi natin na
halos ang buong Pilipinas ay gambling country, marahil ang basehan ng pagiging isang outstand-
ing police office ay nasa hanay ng pagsugpo ng ibang krimen, puwera sugal , ano P/Supt. Manalo?
Ngunit isa pa rin na magandang parangal at balita ito para sa ating local tourism at sa mga
investors sapagkat kung mababa ang krimen at mapayapa ang isang lugar ay siguradong mas
dadayuhin  ng mga turista at negosyante ang isang lugar . Ano ka ngayon PB Panagan, ano ang
iyong mapagmamalaki ang iyong mga lakbay aral na nagkakahalaga ng milyon milyon piso na
puros kurakot lang naman ang tunay na layunin? PRANGKAHAN TAYO P/Supt. Manalo, bagamat
natutuwa at saludo ako sa inyong liderato at pamumuno ng PNP sa ating lungsod ay  BITIN parin
sapagkat pinapayagan ninyo ang operasyon ng Jueteng.

-oOo-
Patunay na pagkainutil ng mga Konsehal - ayon sa isa natin TB , kanyang nasaksihan

kamakailan lamang ng nag karoon ng botohan sa city council session para I pa recall ang council
approval for  the operation of the  VD Casino (ano ang VD Casino?  ang VD ay Venereal Disease
este Vergara –Domogan) .  Sadyang napatunayan ng ating TB ang tunay na PAGKA INUTIL ng
mga sumusunod ng Konsehal na imbisna bumoto para sa recall o kumontra sa recall ay nag
abstain neutral kunwari ang mga GUNG-GONG at HINAYUPAK  na sumusunod na  Konsehal.
Samakatwid sila ay puros mga IPOKRITO , bakit ka ninyo? Sapagkat kung hindi sila kontra ay ang
ibig sabihin ay sila ay pabor sa operasyon , lalong lalo na at ang marami sa mga Ipokritong ito ang
pasimuno ng approval ng Casino. PRANGKAHAN TAYO mga dear readers – huwag ninyong
kalilimutan ang mga sumusunod na siyam na pangalan at ipamalita sa lahat na sa darating na
halalan ay huwag magkakamaling iboto (kung hindi ay para lang kayong kumuha ng bato na  ipalo
sa inyong mga ulo) ang mga sumusunod-  (1) RICHARD CARINO, (2) RUFINO PANAGAN, (3)
FEDERICO MANDAPAT, (4) FAUSTINO “Big Boy” OLOWAN, (5) ANTONIO TABORA, (6)
ELMER DATUIN, (7) ELMO NEVADA, (8)  NICASIO ALIPING at  si Little Boy (9) LEONARDO
BAYAN .

 -oOo-
Comelec nagkamali ng desisyon- ayon sa isa natin TB, hindi pinayagan ng Comelec ang

substitution for Vice Mayor na patakbuhin si Ramon “Jun”  EMA- Labo sa darating na halalan. Sa
aking palagay ay sanay pinayagan na lang ng Comelec na patakbuhin si Jun EMA Labo para


