
 

Tired of Graft &Tired of Graft &Tired of Graft &Tired of Graft &Tired of Graft &
Corruption?Corruption?Corruption?Corruption?Corruption?

Call: (074) 620-0641,  448-0645    mobile phones: (0919) 5890486  or (0917) 6620374, or you can
 write to P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio City         e-mail: contact@linisgobyerno.org

Linis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis GobyernoLinis Gobyerno     is an anti-graft, corruption prevention and detection office.

VOL. V    NO. 40VOL. V    NO. 40VOL. V    NO. 40VOL. V    NO. 40VOL. V    NO. 40

ISSN 0119-7487

MABUHAY ANG PILIPINO!!!
BAGUIO CITY, BENGUET, AND THE REST OF THE

CORDILLERAS, La Union ILOCOS Provinces

P8.00

PPPPPahaahaahaahaahayyyyyaaaaagggggang palaang palaang palaang palaang palaban!!!ban!!!ban!!!ban!!!ban!!!



July 5-July 11, 2003July 5-July 11, 2003July 5-July 11, 2003July 5-July 11, 2003July 5-July 11, 2003

PHILIPPINE PRESS COUNCIL
c/o Philippine Press Institute

Rm. 312 BF Con. Bldg., A. Soriano Ave., Intramuros,
Manila, Tel. No. 527-9632 Fax: 527-3390

MUMMIES ...p. 6

Stolen mStolen mStolen mStolen mStolen mummies fummies fummies fummies fummies found inound inound inound inound in
eeeeex-Gox-Gox-Gox-Gox-Govvvvvererererernor’nor’nor’nor’nor’s prs prs prs prs properoperoperoperopertytytytyty

W
EEK

END

on
 p

ag
e 

5

COA - Tagapag-suri
nga ba ng kaban ng

bayan, o isang bantay
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Linis Gobyerno’sLinis Gobyerno’sLinis Gobyerno’sLinis Gobyerno’sLinis Gobyerno’s
Komentaryo
on page 10

A multi-million mansion for the retired Supreme Court  justices?! This mansion which is
being contructed  inside the Supreme Court Compund is said to be meant for use by retired
SC justices. The Daily Tribune reports that the actual source of funds for this mansion is

on page 3

on page 2

on page 2

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET- The four missing
mummies believed to be stolen from the Timbac caves
in Kabayan, Benguet, were said to have been found
hidden in one of the properties of the former Mt.
Province Governor and Congressman, Alfredo Lam-
en, Sr.

The provincial government’s action
With this information, in order to save one of

the most famous heritages of the province, Benguet
Governor Raul Molintas formed a team that would
negotiate for the return of the mummies. Board Mem-
bers, Marvin Atos, Marciano Inso, Sario Copas, and
Liso Agpas have earlier volunteered to be a part of

still not clear. But one thing is clear. This will be
the first housing project, funded from people’s
money, built on government property, that will
benefit people who are outside of government ser-
vice (retired).

M i s s i n g
PMA plebe
f o u n d
dead

Harassment complaint filed
against DOTC-CAR head

Verification of CJH rental
payments sought on page 12

Problema sa Camp
Allen Nasa
Malacañang Na

on page 14

Public hearing urged for
cell site, telecom towers

City seeks payment of
carnival rentals on page 2
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City seeks payment of carnival rentals
BAGUIO CITY-

Mayor Bernardo
Vergara has asked the
operator of the amuse-
ment facilities set up at
the Burnham Park to
immediately pay
amusement taxes to
the City as earlier de-
manded by the City
treasurer.

“Consider ing
that time is of the es-
sence, please direct
Arlin’s Travelling
Amusement, Inc. to
pay the amusement
taxes three days from
the receipt hereof to
avoid further increase
in penalties and sur-
charges,” Vergara said
in his letter last Tues-
day to the firm’s coun-
sel, Lawyer Abelardo
Estrada.

City Treasurer
Thelma Manaois ear-
lier issued a demand
letter for the firm to pay
the amusement taxes,
including surcharges,
totaling P240,123.20

from Feb. 9 to May 8
this year.

In response,
Estrada said the
amusement tax was
never mentioned in the
memorandum of agree-
ment and resolution
covering the installa-
tion of the circus, add-
ing that the city gov-
ernment is a co-spon-
sor of the project and
that his client was only
engaged to operate the
said project.

Manaois coun-
tered that the condition
for the payment of
amusement taxes was
no longer included in
the (MOA) as the levy
has already been in-
cluded under Sec.9 of
the city tax ordinance
No. 2000-00.  The pro-
vision, she pointed
out, imposes a 30 per-
cent tax on the gross
receipts from admis-
sion fees for events

such as circuses.
“While it is true

that the city
government…is the
co-sponsor of the
amusement project, it
does not mean that
Arlin’s Travelling
Amusement, Inc. is ex-
empted from payment
of amusement taxes
since the whereas
clause of MOA states
that (the city) has to
institute revenue gen-
erating measures to
offset the budgetary
deficiency of maintain-
ing and operating
Burnham Park”.

She said that the
agreement specifically
mentioned the firm as
the operator of the
project, “hence all
monetary consider-
ations that are payable
are liabilities of the op-
erator”.

Estrada said
Arlin’s already paid the

Baguio solon pushes full recognition of
ancestral lands for Baguio

BAGUIO CITY-
Tribal Ibaloi claimants
and heirs of 333 lots of
varying sizes here may
soon have full posses-
sion of their ancestral
lands as the city is set
to issue building per-
mits allowing them to
construct their houses
over their claims which
were validated by the
Indigenous People’s
Rights Act (IPRA).

Rep. Mauricio
Domogan of the lone
city district pressed for
the processing of
building permits in a
meeting recently with
Mayor Bernardo
Vergara and City Engi-
neer Leo Bernardez in
response to the clamor
of the lot claimants to
build their houses and
introduce other im-
provements.

D o m o g a n
stressed that the IPRA

has validated these
claims under Section
78 which provides that
ancestral claims which
were earlier recognized
by administrative issu-
ances and court deci-
sions prior to the effec-
tivity of the act remain
valid.

“With that spe-
cific provision, there is
no more reason for the
government not to is-
sue building permits
over these ancestral
claims of the Ibalois
which were earlier rec-
ognized by the courts
and through adminis-
trative processes of the
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources (DENR),”
Domogan said.

The Ibalois, one
of the five major Igorot
tribes or indigenous
peoples in the Cordil-

lera, were the original
or pioneer settlers of
Baguio and its neigh-
boring towns of
Itogon, Tuba and
Sablan, all in Benguet
province.

Even as he
pushed for the issu-
ance of building per-
mits to owners of rec-
ognized ancestral land
claims, Domogan de-
nied allegations from
some quarters that the
bill he filed seeking to
amend the city charter
would disenfranchise
the Ibalois from their
ancestral claims.

“Truth to tell,”
he said, “I had been the
counsel of some of
these ancestral claim-
ants when I was still a
practicing lawyer,” the
solon said.

Domogan pro-
posed, in consultation

Missing PMA plebe found dead
BAGUIO CITY-

The reported missing
PMA Cadet was
found dead last Thurs-
day, June 26, at a ra-
vine at Camp 6, Tuba,
Benguet.

The cadaver
was reported to be al-
ready in its advanced
state of decomposi-
tion. According to the
autopsy report of the
PNP Crime Laboratory
at Camp Bado
Dangwa, the body of
Cadet Jonel Ariel
Valencia suffered from
“cranio-cerebral hem-
orrhages,” or suffered
from bumps on his
head, and traumatic in-
juries which could
have been caused by
his alleged slipping
into the ravine. He also
had an injury in his
right ankle.

According to
Major Edgard Arevalo,
Public Information Of-
ficer of PMA, the slip-
pery roads could have
been the reason why
Cadet Valencia
slipped, not to mention

the absence of
light that could
have helped him
see in the dark.
At that time, Ty-
phoon Egay was
at its strongest.

Earlier, it
was reported
that he left the
Academy with-
out asking for
permission, as
he already wanted very
much to go home in his
native town of
Dingras, Ilocos Norte.
Since that time, cadet
Valencia was declared
AWOL.

In the report of
Maj. Arevalo, the only
reason why the 17 year
old plebe decided to
run away, was because
he  was having bouts
of homesickness.

Since he was
suspected to have es-
caped from the
Academy’s backdoor,
passing through Camp
7, the team started
searching until they
reached a cliff at Camp
6. Arevalo said the

smell at the area
prompted the search
team to look at the
nearby ravine. There
they saw, a body clad
in camouflage uniform
and combat boots. He
said Valencia was al-
most unrecognizable.
As per medico-legal
reports, Valencia could
have died two days af-
ter he was declared
AWOL from the acad-
emy.

M e a n t i m e ,
Valencia’s body lies in
state at their home
town of Dingras,
Ilocos Norte. His par-
ents have not yet filed
any complaint whatso-
ever./RAO

VALENCIA

Harassment complaint filed against
DOTC-CAR head

Baguio City- A
driver has, for the sec-
ond time, filed a com-
plaint against the De-
partment of Transpor-
tation and Telecommu-
nication – CAR Re-
gional Director Alfredo
Mondiguing.

The complaining
driver, identified as
A r m a n d o
Macabanday filed a
case against
Mondiguing for the
first time at the Office
of the Ombudsman
(OMB) on charges of
not issuing an Official
Receipt. This time
around the same driver
sued the director and
his driver at the Presi-
dential Anti- Graft
Commission (PAGC)
for harassment and
grave threats.

The case en-

sued when
Mondiguing’s driver
allegedly forced
Macabanday to sign
an Affidavit of Denial
in relation to another
case in which
Mondiguing is one of
the respondents.
Macabanday claimed
that Mondiguing’s
driver had been visit-
ing him and forcing
him to go to the office
of Mondiguing to sign
an Affidavit of Denial.

 It was on the
third visit where  he
claimed to have been
threatened by the
driver by saying that if
he will not sign the Af-
fidavit he will soon  be
fired from his work. On
the fourth visit of
Mondiguing’s driver

(where he waited for 3
hours), Macabanday
agreed to go with him
to Mondiguing’s of-
fice. There
Mondiguing repeated
that he should sign in
the Affidavit of Denial
but he still refused to
do so.

The said Affida-
vit of Denial states that
it was DOTC-CAR As-
sistant Regional Direc-
tor Roberto Fernando
who prepared the ear-
lier complaint and made
Macabanday sign the
same without explain-
ing the contents. It also
states Macabanday he
is also withdrawing the
complaint earlier filed.

Due to his re-
fusal to cooperate with
M o n d i g u i n g ,
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Illegal logging in Benguet, worsens
W A N G A L ,

BENGUET- Officials of
the PENRO (Philippine
Environmental and
Natural Resources Of-
fice) here, were able to
seize a still unknown
number of pine lumber
last June 30.

In the report of
Forester Leon Apse of
PENRO La Trinidad, as
some of the employees
were on their way to
their office, they hap-
pen to pass by a truck-
load of lumber. As the
team asked for the per-
mit of the group, there
was none however,
that they could show.

The suspects
were subsequently
brought to the Provin-
cial Prosecutors Office,
while the other com-
panions of the sus-
pects are still at large.
Other circumstances
as to how they were
able to seize the lum-
ber and to who the
owner of the vehicle is,
Apse, refused to re-
veal, for fear that their
operation might be
pre-empted.

But it seems like
this achievement of the
PENRO is still a far cry
because a few days
before the end of this
month, the CENRO
(Cordillera Environ-
ment and natural Re-
sources Office) at
Buguias was also able
to confiscate a still uni-
dentifiable number of
lumber from Buguias,
Benguet. Engr. Billy Pi-
tas said this is the sec-
ond illegal logging ac-
tivity done for the sec-
ond quarter of this
year. As if to add insult
to injury, the PENRO
has not filed the nec-
essary charges for
they were not able to
identify who the perpe-
trators were. The
Mountain Province
Police, on the other
hand, were able to re-
cover 601 pieces of il-
legally swan pine lum-
ber last June 26, at Sitio
Pekes, Barangay
Talubin, Bontoc.

No suspects
were arrested as the
lumber was aban-
doned. Nearby resi-

dents were also not
able to tell information
where the police could
possibly locate the
owner of the pine lum-
ber.

The 4, 311. 67
board feet pine lumber
has a total market value
of P86, 233. 33.

Meanwhile, Mr.
Maximo Macliing of
the CENRO Baguio re-
vealed that as per  the
documents they have
regarding the ongoing
construction of the SM
Pines project, the said
entity has stopped ap-
plying for tree cutting
permits as the ground
works have already
been accomplished.
Even the complaints on
the alleged dumping of
waste soil at Philex and
Ambuclao road have
already ceased.

New reports that
other construction
companies have also
dumped soil at the said
area cannot be con-
firmed up to this time
as they lack personnel
to monitor the alleged
dumping of soil waste
there./RAO

Public hearing urged for cell site,
telecom towers

T U B A ,
BENGUET – All  tele-
communication com-
panies planning to
construct their respec-
tive utility towers are
urged to conduct a
public hearing.

In asserting the
provision of the local
government code,
Tuba municipal gov-
ernment unit has
sought intervention of
the National Telecom-
munication Commis-
sion of the Department
of Transportation and
Communication in the
region for the conduct
of a public hearing of
all communication
companies planning to
construct their respec-
tive towers prior to the

issuance of the neces-
sary permit.

The move aims
at determining if any,
possible environmen-
tal problems and de-
veloping the neces-
sary measures to pre-
vent or minimize ad-
verse effects on the
construction of the
towers.  This is  con-
tained under Tuba
Resolution No. 149-03,
“Requesting the Na-
tional Telecommunica-
tions Commission thru
the NTC-DOTC-CAR
Regional Office,
Baguio City to Require
All Communication
Companies to Conduct
Public Hearing Before
Constructing Towers
Within the Municipal-

ity of Tuba.”
Local officials

here attested that sev-
eral telecommunication
towers were erected
particularly along the
Mount Sto. Tomas,
Marcos Highway and
Kennon Road.

Invoking Sec-
tion 26 of the code, of-
ficials said, national
government agencies
or government owned
or controlled corpora-
tions authorized or in-
volved in the planning
and implementation of
any project or program
need to hold dialogue
with LGU’s, non-gov-
ernment organizations

PUBLIC
HEARING... p.8

Solar power launched in Ifugao
B A N A U E ,

IFUGAO – The Philip-
pine National Oil Com-
pany in partnership
with Shell Solar Philip-
pines Corporation inau-
gurated the PNOC So-
lar Systems Distributor
Project in Ifugao on
June 27 at the Banaue
Hotel here.

The project aims
to provide affordable
electricity to area not
connected to the elec-
trical grid and is spon-
sored by the Depart-
ment of Energy and the
Netherlands Govern-
ment and now being
implemented in seven
provinces in the coun-
try which are Regions
1, 3, 4, 6 and the Cordil-
lera Administrative Re-
gion.

The project is
expected to cover more

provinces in the next
four years to complete
the installation of
15,100 units of Solar
home Systems in pur-
suance to President
Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo’s desire to
bring electricity to far-
flung areas.

According to
the PNOC Report, as
of May 2003, a total of
1,266 solar home sys-
tems have been in-
stalled in the target ar-
eas with the bulk being
installed in Ifugao
numbering 547 units of
Solar system installed
in 29 barangays ben-
efiting the same num-
ber of households.

Other areas of
implementation are the
province of Abra with
230 installations,

Nueva Vizcaya with
108, Quezon with 160,
Ilocos Sur with 40,
Palawan with 141 and
Aklan with 41.

The PNOC Solar
Home Systems Dis-
tributors project is a
government undertak-
ing supportive of the
rural electrification ob-
jective and Social re-
form agenda that in-
volves the installation
of the Solar Home Sys-
tems in a period of five
years.

The Netherlands
government through
its ministry of Foreign
Affairs Director Gen-
eral for International
Cooperation provided
60% grant on the total
equipment cost to
make it affordable to
the beneficiaries which

SOLAR POWER... p.9

Taskforce acts on child prostitution
L A M U T ,

IFUGAO – After more
than a year that child
prostitution was re-
ported to exist in
Ifugao, the Provincial
Task Force Against
Gender Violence met
last  June 30 at the
Provicial Livelihood
Center here to discuss
measures against the
illicit activity as it was
reportedly increasing
causing alarm to the

people.
Chaired by Gov-

ernor Teddy Baguilat
Jr., the task force re-
ceived initial report last
May 31, 2002 that mi-
nors working in
videoke bars are en-
gaged in child prosti-
tution but now the
problem had dramati-
cally increased
wherein the child pros-
titutes are going

freelance in the munici-
palities of Lagawe,
Lamut, Banaue and
Kiangan.

It was also
learned that minors en-
gaged in the sex trade
aging from 14-16 years
old are willing to pro-
vide the sex service for
a fee as low as P30 or
for a few rounds of
drinks.

Worse was re-

50,000 fully grown marijuana plants, 2 kg. of dried leaves and 500 g. of
seeds, all valued at P10-M had been destroyed by 2 teams from the
Ifugao Police Prov’l. Office during a Marijuana Eradication operation
at Sitios Tullibeng and Pippingew, both of Barangay Impugong in Tinoc,
Ifugao on June 27. This is so far the first large scale accomplishment  of
the Police Regional Office - COrdillera, in relation to its anti-illegal
drugs campaign.

TASKFORCE... p.11
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FASTRACK ... p. 5

We prefer to call the Republic Act 9211 or the Tobacco

Regulation Act of 2003, as the anti-smoking law, for the

layman’s better understanding.

The anti-smoking law, which was recently signed into

law by President Gloria Macapagal – Arroyo, is so far, the

best one passed and signed during her term, we believe so.

The best we say, because it directly affects everyone,

from unborn babies to the geriatrics. It does not only benefit

us, but our children’s children as well. It does not only ben-

efit humans but the environment and ecology in general.

The anti-smoking

law, aside from other

additions, had

criminalized the Yosi

Kadiri campaign of the

Department of Health. It has imposed penalties (to include

fines and imprisonment) to people who disregard the no smok-

ing signs or to people who still insist on smoking in public

places. Public places include restaurants, public conveyances

(to include jeepneys, buses, taxi cabs, tricycles), all govern-

ment offices, schools, hospitals, airports, bus stations, con-

ference halls, etc… It is also required for government of-

fices to post no smoking signs in conspicuous places.

Government employees caught violating this law will

be facing not only criminal charges but administrative sanc-

tions as well. Policemen are not exempted from this law so

that the next time we go to the police stations, we do not

have to bear with the insensitive cops spewing smoke right

into our faces.

The law also imposes stiff penalties like a fine of

P500.00 to P400,000.00 and imprisonment of 30 days to 3

years.

Aside from the smoking, ban, the law also regulates the

packaging, use, sale, distribution and advertisement of to-

bacco products in the country. It also specifically prohibits

cigarette companies from sponsoring sports events.

As the rest of our laws, we believe that this one will

again become futile if not implemented properly.

But with this law, we hope for better citizen cooperation

because it personally affects them. Now we, non-smokers

can have a hard headed, irresponsible smoker (arrested,

unlike before when we cannot do anything if the smoker in-

sists on spewing smoke in the air.

So that from this day on, to be included in our advoca-

cies will be the proper implementation of this law. We cannot

help but doubt  its proper implementation considering the

fact that there are a lot of smokers in our government’s ex-

ecutive and judicial bodies. It is like you cannot trust a dog

eater to fully implement the law on animal welfare.

But wait, do you really believe that GMA did this out of

the goodness of her heart? We believe otherwise. This ad-

ministration just did not have a choice. The WHO had been

pressuring them to pass the law (which is by the way the

brainchild  of Senator Flavier).

This seems to be  one of those days when coming up with a column
is not exactly a walk in the park. What issue or topic to take up, will I be my
usual critical self  just like my fellow columnists Bombito  and  Kenshi who
seem to always be in the critical mode or will I simply write about some
mundane stuff. To think that there are just so many relevant topics both
local and national that one can talk about, take for example in the national
scene there is the continued silence of the supposed to be Honorable and
perhaps above the law  Supreme Court Jjustices whom to date, still  refuse
to answer Erap lawyer Allan Paguia and the Filipino people on the constitu-
tionality of their actions in  swearing in Pres GMA. Or there is this  shameful
PIATCO issue  that certainly will leave a lasting black eye on our foreign
investment climate. After the PIATCO government take over, do you think
foreign investment entering into our shores will be encouraged, certainly
not, and you know  the dire consequences of  foreign investors  staying
away from us. Or there is this grandstanding DILG Secretary Jose Lina Jr.
who again (remember that infamous 1 year jueteng timetable) made high
profile pronouncements of wanting to reduce drug testing fees,  prosecut-
ing remiss and incompetent prosecutors and law enforcers not doing their
job accordingly that results to bungling of prosecution of drug cases etc..
What credibility is left with Sec. Lina? This Secretary probably thinks that
most Filipinos  fall hook line and sinker with his pronouncements.

Can you imagine that joke of wanting to reduce drug testing fees?
Are you out of your mind Mr. Secretary? No way, if ever,  who do you think
will absorb the cost of reducing drug testing fees (with the present highly
depreciated peso, drug kits are imported), certainly not the concerned  LTO
and/or DOTC official(s) who get a minimum 10% cut from drug testing.

Or that purely hot air  claim of  Mr. Lina that he will go against law
enforcers/prosecutors  who get to bungle prosecution of drug cases. And
how does Mr. Lina intend to monitor thousands of cases nationwide much
less, evaluate the  performance of prosecutors, law enforcers or even judges,
when he cannot even keep in check and see to it that the PNP tows the line
accordingly?

My golly this  potential (rumored)  senatoriable, like Mr. Lina who
makes it seem so  easy for them to make public but hollow and hot air
meaningless and useless pronouncements all for the sake of media mileage,
more so  with the administration controlled mainstream media that gladly
and willingly publishes/broadcasts and mouths every line from the admin-
istration as though it were gospel truth, without even having any qualms to
think of the dire consequences of their being willing accomplices to the non
stop misleading  administration propaganda.

At this point of the present administration, with the very bad state of
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Character City?  Yeah

Right

from our readers

A compromising

democracy

FASTRACK
...from p.4

So they are trying to turn this city into some heavenly place huh?  A
city where bad things don’t happen and where goodness prevails.  Hay
naku ano na namang kalokohan kaya ito?  They once called us the
cleanest and greenest city in the Philippines but are we really?  And now
we’re trying hard to declare ourselves a Character City.  Do we really have
to?  We can all be good without trying to announce to the world that we are.
Eh di napahiya lang tayo pag pa declare declare tayo ng Character City
tapos puro salbahe naman mga tao dito!  The world will take notice of our
goodness (if we’re really good) without us having to declare it.

And besides why are they trying to put the burden on us the citizens
again?  They are basically going to force all of us to be respectful, kind,
obedient, caring, responsible, loving of others, etc..  These are personal
traits which you cannot really drive people to possess.  We are what we are.
If there are bad people around (i.e. criminals and corrupt officials), they are
what they are too.  And whatever’s compelling them to become bad people
should be the thing our city should work on.  Yun ang asikasuhin nila!

They are the ones giving our city  a bad character image.  Majority of
our population are good people, people with so-called good characters.
And we go on living with these good character that we have whether or not
this is a Character city or a Bad city!

Is the local Government absolutely sure about this Character City?  It
would lay a whole lot of sacrifice on them.  Because it would mean we won’t
see ANY (NOT A SINGLE ONE OF THEM) of our government officials
having a drinking spree and flirting with the GROs in one of the city’s
thousands of night clubs, or any of our government vehicles illegally parked
on the streets, or any one of them trying to say bad words in public, they
should TRY to maintain keeping a good and legal and a model FAMILY
(legal wife and kids and stuff like that),  they should be respectful to EVERY
SINGLE citizen of this city kahit galit pa sila sa taong yun, the citizenry
should NEVER EVER see them lose their cool, they should attend to church
services every Sunday and pray the Angelus every 6 pm, and so on and so
on.  Kaya ba nila?!  They better think about it hard kasi baka hindi nila
makaya.  They will be the subjects of mockery if they declare Baguio a
Character City and people discover them having ill characters.

If they want us to become good they better be good too. Don’t tell me
they’d ask the citizens to be like this and like that tapos sila mga tarantado?
Hindi puwede yun siyempre no!  They do their part we do ours.  And they
better be serious about this one because if they’re not….hmp makakarinig
sila!

BAGUIO CITY- The ovelwhelming sentiment in the world against
colonialism after World War II pushed the United States to relinquish its
domination over the Philippines on July 4, 1946.

The lowering of the American flag and the raising of the Philippine
flag in its place was a declaration of nominal Philippine independence – it
was a deceiving act of the nation’s imperialist  master.

Chie Galvez, Deputy Secretary-General of Tongtongan Ti Umili (TTU)
deemed that, “after decades of struggle to become a truly independent and
sovereign nation, the Philippines is still a slave of the United States, a semi-
colony which is completely dependent on the policies of American govern-
ment.”

From economic impositions to political and military interventions,
the Filipino people have become more vulnerable to countless injustices
and oppressions.

“The US-imposed Structural Adjustment Programs (liberalization,
deregulation, privatization) had resulted to the all-out-sale of the people’s
basic services.  An endless oil price and power rate hikes, the Power Pur-
chased Agreement, the privatization of public lands, schools, hospitals,
water utilities and the like had made the economic conditions of the Filipino
people miserable.

In addition, joint US-RP military exercises in the Philippines were
intensified to secure the US hegemony in the Pacific.  With its blind obedi-
ence, the Gloria-Macapagal-Arroyo regime welcomes more US troops while
trampling on our sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Policies, which will intensify, state repression in the guise of the
‘global battle against terrorism’ are being railroaded.  Their real targets are
not ‘terrorist groups’ but  legitimate and legal organizations fighting against
the clutches of US imperialism, Galvez added.

Further, Galvez stated that, “since the US took over as a colonial
power, it controlled the Cordillera’s natural resources such as the mining
industry, depriving the indigenous peoples of their land and resources.
Worse, the Armed Forces of the Philippines and its para-military units
under the directives of a US puppet continue to terrorize the Cordillera
countryside.”

“Indeed, the commemoration of July 4 as the Independence Day and
later the Filipino-American Friendship Day stands for decades of unequal
relations.  Relations where a mockery of our self-determination surfaces
repetitively-relations not of friendship but of master and slave.

In this regard, we from Tongtongan Ti Umili-Cordillera Peoples Alli-
ance (TTU-CPA), calls for the people of Metro-Baguio together with the
rest of Filipino populace to fight against US imperialism.  The advancement
of national democracy lies in our self-determination as a people, free from
the chains of interference and intervention”, Galvez concluded. -
Tongtongan Ti Umili, #2 P. Guevarra St., West Modern Aurora Hill

graft and corruption, with a non-stop ballooning budget deficit, with the
strengthening insurgency, with  surveys showing that majority of  Filipinos
if given a chance to live and work abroad would go for it, with abject
poverty that can be seen everywhere what do a lot of our country men have
to look forward to, with the present gloomy-gloomy (for quite some time
already)  state of things, you tell me? The sad part is you seldom hear the
media doing their part and their role which is to report what is actually
going on, the reality of things, the state of government affairs, peace and
order,  graft, poverty , scams left and right. No you won’t hear or read about
this stuff in the mainstream administration controlled media. What a pity,
for a so called journalist part of a so called noble profession. You hear
nothing from them but all good news, more good news and more good
news being accomplished by the administration. Who is the media fooling?
What I find pitiful for those media outfits and/or practitioners  to have to
sell their  dignity, to loose and/or  compromise their  right to inform the
people of the truth  for  a few pesos. T hat to my mind is among if not the

most sad and  pitiful thing that can happen to  media. It’s really a pity, for
how can the media industry even consider itself as some say to be the 4th

estate when it has lost and/or chosen to  compromise  it’s independence?
oOo

On the lighter side of things, I’d like to share these quotes I came
across, that has something to do with one of the advocacies presently
actively being undertaken by Linis Gobyerno in relation to the Animal
Welfare Act (RA 8485):

FASTRACK ... p. 11


