
Sermon 27: 1 Samuel 26: David Spares Saul again

OUTLINE

David’s daring
David’s restraint
David’s complaint

INTRODUCTION

Knowing a truth and doing it are two different things.  We can say that God answers prayer 
but not believe it if we are not committed to praying.  We can say that God can do the 
impossible but will we trust Him for it?  David has been learning some lessons about God in 
the last few chapters.  A major lesson is one of trusting God.  God has made a promise that 
David will be king, it is David’s part now to patiently wait and trust and be faithful and not 
sin trying to manufacture the results himself.  It will be most important for David to know 
that he is not a self-made man, but that God has done it.  This is a lesson we are all 
learning every day.  It is God who saves, God who provides, God who sustains, God who 
brings about the results and gives rewards, so that it is God who gets the glory.  The lives of
all the saints of old are lives of patient waiting.  Abraham was given a promise of land but 
only got a burial site in his lifetime as fulfilment.  Isaac and Jacob were given the same 
promises but only greeted them from afar.  We are all waiting for the day when God fulfils all
His promises and faithfulness while we wait is our portion.  David is betrayed by the Ziphites
a second time and Saul is on the hunt again with 3000 men.  What does patient waiting look
like in David’s situation?  Daring, restraint and complaint.  

David’s daring

The text begins with a familiar context for our fight of faith, betrayal, v1, ‘Then the Ziphites 
came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, "Is not David hiding himself on the hill of Hachilah, which is 
on the east of Jeshimon?"’  This is not the first but the second time that David is betrayed 
by the Ziphites.  These are his own countrymen.  Every day someone is going to hurt you, 
disappoint you, sin against you, slander you, criticise you, look down on you, mistreat you, 
persecute you etc.  The canvas for our lives is living in a fallen world of sinners who 
inevitably vomit out that sin on others in a variety of creative and destructive ways.  And 
more often than not when I see Christians opting out of church, or lowering the standard of 
their lives, or falling into sin it is often because they are reacting to others sinning against 
them.  How many times have you heard of Christian children derailing because their parents
get divorced, or divorced Christians getting into sin, or church members who were in a 
church split or controversy opting out of the church.  Please notice the atmosphere in which 
we live, the atmosphere in which are called to be faithful.  David had to learn the lesson of 
looking to God, and doing God’s will despite what man did to him.  Is your obedience with 
your eyes on man or on God?  

We can perceive our lives to be very dark when we remember that each day we encounter 
people it is like walking down a corridor of people and each one sins against you in one way 
or another.  You walk down this corridor of people on both sides and each one is sinning 
against you.  They sin in their thoughts, their words, their actions, some reappear several 
times in the line to heap up sin.  When we imagine each day of our lives being the victim of 
the sins of others it can be quite overwhelming.  We need to remember that we are in other 
people’s lines, sinning against them.  There are also lines of the people that do you good in 
your life.  But most importantly we need to remember that Jesus walked this line suffering 



all of our abuse for us.  He had every right as judge to strike back but in His grace He bore 
our mistreatment and loved us and served us laying down His life for us.  He loved and 
served us while we were yet sinners, and now in knowing our own sinfulness, and His love 
for the unlovely we can endure situations like this.  We don’t stop, get paralysed in the 
foetal position crying out how can this be happening to me.  Grace enables us to go on, 
hurting but still loving and enduring.    

As a result of the Ziphites report Saul arrives with 3000 men v2-4.  So we see a situation 
where David has crept up to Saul’s camp and sees where he lies down to sleep for the night.
What would you do next?  David decides that 2 should go into the camp to show Saul that 
God has put him into David’s hand, and David can prove his innocence by not taking the 
opportunity to kill him.  David is daring and bold.  Now we must be careful here, if we were 
into the self-esteem message we could talk all about asserting ourselves and being daring 
breaking out of the mold that our culture and personalities set for us and grow as a person. 
But that is all rubbish, this is not why David’s actions are valuable.  David is demonstrating 
what faith in God looks like.  His bold and imaginative faith reminds us that our God is a God
of the impossible, and that the daring actions are not measurement on how strong we are 
as human beings but how powerful God is in protecting and preserving His people.  David 
has been given promises that he will be king, he is acting on those promises.  Some might 
interpret his actions as the rash actions of a self-confident A type personality.  We don’t 
deny this is probably David’s personality type, but it is his God who inspires so much 
confidence, it is not put on, it is provoked.  

These acts of boldness while patiently waiting are not the flexing of David’s large personality
but a demonstration of faith in a big God.  

David’s restraint

So David’s asks for a volunteer to go down with him into the camp.  The volunteer is not 
told what is going to happen.  Abishai, Joab’s brother volunteers, v5-6.  The key to 
understanding this event is v12, ‘So David took the spear and the jar of water from Saul's 
head, and they went away. No man saw it or knew it, nor did any awake, for they were all 
asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen upon them.’  God was overseeing 
this whole event and securing the outcome.  David has a little speech, v7-11, ‘So David and 
Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay Saul sleeping within the encampment, with
his spear stuck in the ground at his head, and Abner and the army lay around him. 8 Then 
said Abishai to David, "God has given your enemy into your hand this day. Now please let 
me pin him to the earth with one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice." 9 But 
David said to Abishai, "Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the LORD's
anointed and be guiltless?" 10 And David said, "As the LORD lives, the LORD will strike him, 
or his day will come to die, or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid 
that I should put out my hand against the LORD's anointed. But take now the spear that is 
at his head and the jar of water, and let us go."’  We see that once again Abishai is a 
providentialist, interpreting the events as if Saul was gift wrapped for David to kill.  He offers
to do David the favour of killing Saul.  But David reveals that he has not come to kill Saul 
but to communicate with him and send him a strong message.  

David’s restraint is informed by his faith in God in v10, ‘And David said, "As the LORD lives, 
the LORD will strike him, or his day will come to die, or he will go down into battle and 
perish.’  We can see in this phrase that David has learnt the lesson from the Nabal incident.  
There David had sought to take matters into his own hands but Abigail had intervened.  
Nabal then died soon after.  Here we see David acknowledging that God can kill Saul any 



time He wants to, that David doesn’t have to do the dirty deed.  Secondly, notice how 
David’s faith allows him to wait for God’s timing.  God is the one who decides what day we 
live and die, the power to give and take life is in His hand.  David sees this and acts 
appropriately.  If only Christians would believe that salvation is also in God’s hands then 
perhaps they would stop manipulating people to make commitments and changing the 
message to suit the unbelieving palette.  

Now there are many personality types that are naturally patient.  This is not the patience 
that David is displaying.  When we are under pressure we often think of compromising in 
order to make things we want happen.  This faith that remembers God’s power to do the 
impossible is what can enable us to wait patiently, to bear the pain of the moment, to not 
compromise to try and fix everything.  God will do it.  This is our life now.  Christians face 
opportunities to compromise everyday to make their lives easier.  It can be a temptation to 
fulfil a sinful desire or a shady financial transaction to alleviate debt.  Our main job is to be 
faithful, to put our God and His glory on display by saying I know He is powerful and He will 
fulfil His promises.  I will not sin in this situation but will wait for God to bless.  I will be 
faithful and be patient.  

Please notice what David says to Saul in v23, ‘the LORD put you into my hand today.’  Here 
is a king who has informants, who has 3000 men, who has a royal treasury to fund this 
hunt.  Yet David sees that God has put Saul into his hands.  This should remind us that 
there is no enemy that cannot be overcome, there is no majority that God cannot overthrow.
What are our obstacles, what is the nature of our adversaries?  We struggle against 
principalities and powers, but with God has overcome them.  We struggle against 
governments with national funds to oppress the church but God can overcome them.  We 
must remember in all our struggles as the church that with God we are always on the side 
of the Victor.  So we too can wait, we do not feel that without our sin turning the tide we 
will lose.  God is in control and will finally overcome.  

David’s complaint

So David grabs the spear a token of Saul’s authority and his weapon of choice to try and nail
David to the wall and retreats to a safe distance.  David takes the opportunity to rib Abner 
and Saul recognises David’s voice.  David makes two little speeches, v18-20 and v22-24.  
There are two things worth noting in David’s words.  Firstly, in v19 David reveals his view of 
how a person is made right with God, ‘Now therefore let my lord the king hear the words of 
his servant. If it is the LORD who has stirred you up against me, may he accept an offering.’ 
David recognises that if he has sinned God may use Saul as an instrument of His judgement.
In that case to satisfy God’s justice David would offer a sacrifice.  This reveals that David 
understands the gospel.  He does not know the name of Jesus but he understands the basic
way in which sinners are reconciled to a Holy God.  

We are sinners who have broken God’s law.  We have brought God’s condemnation upon 
ourselves as a criminal brings justice on himself.  God’s wrath is just another way of talking 
about God’s justice against sin.  The strength of the language indicates the seriousness of 
sin and the great danger anyone is in if they are under God’s judgement for sin.  However, 
as serious as sin is, there is a way for God’s justice to be satisfied and His wrath against our 
sin appeased.  We do this by sacrifice.  This is not a bribe, to get God to forget justice.  Nor 
is it to satisfy a bloodlust as if God were violently angry and needed to see blood and 
suffering to be satisfied.  A sacrifice does not speak of God as being a sadist but as being 
just.  The wages of sin is death, and God in His mercy from the fall has appointed that if any
sinner would come to Him in worship they must come with a sacrifice.  They sacrificial 



animal is seen to die the sinners death that only with justice satisfied can the sinner 
approach a holy God.  David knows that if God is angry with Him, a sacrifice will pay for his 
sins.  Jesus Christ is the lamb of God to which every OT sacrifice pointed forward to.  His 
death on the cross is the only true payment for sin that can satisfy the size and seriousness 
of our sins.  Every OT sacrifice was merely an anticipation of this sacrifice.  If anyone wants 
to be right with God today, they need to take Christ as their sinbearer and Lord.  They need 
to turn from their sins and ask for the forgiveness offered by Christ’s death, and then you 
too can be reconciled to God His anger towards your sins appeased.  

But the second thing that stands out for me is David’s heart ache at being driven from the 
land.  He has been driven from his heritage, from the presence of God in the temple, from 
the worship of the people.  Now David is the one who knows that God is omnipresent and 
writes a song about it in Psalm 139:7, ‘Where shall I go from your Spirit?  Or where shall I 
flee from your presence?’  David knew that God was everywhere yet he wanted to be in the 
land and at the temple with God’s people singing God’s praises.  He wanted to be part of the
sacrifices, the festivals, to hear the law being read and sing with the people.  If David were 
alive today he would be expressing his desire to go to church.  David’s complaint is equal to 
the Christians desire to be with God’s people in church.  He has a real hunger to be with 
God’s people.  

This portion is the last meeting between Saul and David, and it ends with David putting his 
trust in God and God dishing out what each person deserves.  

We are all in the wilderness and waiting for God’s promises, we must be patient and trust.  
We must exercise bold faith, despite the many hurts we receive from others.  We must be 
faithful because it is God who gives the victory being faithful.  And we must trust in Christ 
and hunger to be with His people as we wait for God to bring us home.    
                     
  


