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Apart from a brief article in The Handbook of Texas, and a newspaper clipping 
from The Calhoun County Times dated 4 April 1967, most of what we know about 
the community of Chocolate comes from a book titled The Shifting Sands of 

Calhoun County, Texas. According to this source, Chocolate was settled by 
Captain Sylvanus Hatch (1788-1885), a native of Massachusetts, who built a 
home for his family on a plot of 4,428 acres of land in Calhoun County, Texas, 
in 1846. The land was located along Chocolate Bayou. Captain Hatch called his 
home Agua Dulce (Sweet Water), and the community was called Chocolate, 
after the creek. It is not certain how many people in addition to the Hatch 
family lived at Chocolate. Some of the other names listed are Clark, Brett, 
Boyd, Markloff, Davison, Foester, Bouquet, Roemer, and Bierman. 
 
 Captain Hatch established an Episcopal congregation there, and secured 
the services of the Reverend Joseph Wilkin Tays (1827-1884), a priest who had a 
church in Indianola. Father Tays held services occasionally in Chocolate in 
addition to his regular services in Indianola, and appointed Nelson E. 
Carrington (1836-1915) as a lay reader and teacher. In 1869 a church was built, and 
in 1870 the church, called Saint Paul’s-on-the-Prairie, was consecrated in 1870 by 
the Right Reverend Alexander Gregg (1819-1893), Bishop of Texas. Bishop 
Gregg also ordained Mr. Carrington to the diaconate, and appointed him to hold 
services in Victoria as well as in Chocolate. Mr. Charles Brett (1853-1943), was 
appointed at the age of eighteen as a lay reader, so that services could still be 
held in Chocolate when Mr. Carrington was in Victoria. 
 
 From this point Shifting Sands jumps to 1936, at which time it is asserted 
that the church had fallen into disuse, and then the storms of 1942 and 1945 left it 
in ruins and it was demolished. According to The Handbook of Texas, the 
Episcopal Church was the last structure standing in Chocolate in 1945. A 
photograph of the church, boarded up, is included in Shifting Sands. 
 
 Concerning nearby Clark Station, according to Shifting Sands, Bishop 
Gregg wanted a church established at there because it was easier to get to than 
Chocolate, since Clark Station was on a railroad line and Chocolate was not. So 
another church was built at Clark Station on land donated by the Brett family. 
The book reports that dates are not available for either the building of this 
church or its last use. According to Shifting Sands, the Brett family continues to 
be active Episcopalians and currently (1981) maintains membership at Grace 
Church, Port Lavaca. 
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 This is the extent of the information available from Shifting Sands, and 
not all of it is correct. 
 
 This brings us to the present inquiry, which started with the question: 
Where was Chocolate? No map has been located which showed the location of 
Chocolate, and the sources consulted do not even address the question. The 
Diocesan Historical Commission was determined to find an answer, and 
eventually located someone who knows, a grandson of Charles Brett, Joe Doyle 
Brett (1946- ), known as Jody, who located the site and supplied additional 
information, some of which is at odds with the material in Shifting Sands. 
 
 First, let’s correct some information in Shifting Sands. Our sources are 
Jody Brett and a collection of five documents provided by Jim L. Munro, a 
member of the Calhoun County Historical Commission. 
 
 The first document, identified in this report as CCHC-1, is a typescript of 
recent origin, but with no identified author, and some additional marginal notes 
in pencil, probably made by another person. It is not unreasonable to think that 
this document might have been copied from an earlier manuscript. This is how 
we got the Bible. 
 
 This document supports the account in Shifting Sands of the arrival of the 
Hatch family, the building of Agua Dulce, the establishment of an Episcopal 
congregation, the calling of the Reverend Tays from Indianola in 1867, the 
ordination of the Reverend Carrington, and the appointment of young Charles 
Brett as a lay reader. But when were Episcopal services first held? Tays didn’t 
arrive until 1867. But the Brett Family arrived from England in 1850. The elder 
Charles Brett (1805-1895) studied for the Anglican priesthood in England. He 
was apparently not ordained, but could he have held services anyway between 
1850 and 1867? 
 
 The church building, begun in 1869, was finished by 1870 and was ready to 
be consecrated by Bishop Gregg, but he could not consecrate a building unless it 
was on church-owned property. Therefore a deed was drawn up then and there, 
donating one acre of land to the Episcopal Diocese of Texas where the church 
then stood. This land was donated by Sylvanus Hatch. The deed was lost before 
it was properly recorded, but in 1935 surviving members of the Brett family (The 
younger Charles Brett was still alive) swore an affidavit that the land was indeed 
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given to the Episcopal Diocese. 
 
 By 1874 the congregation had almost outgrown the small church building, 
but it continued in use until 1886, when it was destroyed by a storm. Members 
of the congregation gathered the scattered boards and rebuilt the church. 
 
 This is the extent of the information in CCHC-1. 
 
 CCHC-2 is a one-page typescript, also author unknown, but produced on 
a different typewriter than the preceding document. It is very short, but 
indicates that the church in Chocolate was also used as a schoolhouse. The 
document asserts that the church in Chocolate fell into disuse with the coming 
of the automobile, which would have been after the post-1886 rebuilding, and its 
members drove to Grace Church, Port Lavaca, which was only five miles away. 
This document is the source for the statement that the photograph of the 
boarded-up church dates from 1918. There is no reference to the church in Clark 
Station. 
 
 CCHC-3 is a three-page typescript which gives information mostly about 
the Hatch family. There is not much about the church itself. One reference says 
it was built between 1846 and 1850, and was the first Episcopal church in 
Calhoun County. It refers to lay services being conducted by “Mr. Charlie 
Brett, a lay reader from the Church of England.” Young Mr. Brett was the 
appointed lay reader, and he was born after the arrival of the Brett family in 
Texas. Charles Brett the elder studied theology in England, but it is not certain 
that he conducted services in Chocolate, though this is a possibility, at least in 
the earliest years. 
 
 Diocesan records indicate that three clergymen served the church in 
Chocolate after 1885: From 1888 to 1906, Arthur William Burroughs (1853-1928); 
from 1907 to 1909, Robert Young Barber (1878-1948); and in 1914 and 1915, 
Michael A. McKeogh (d. 1948), but none of them were in residence and all 
served other congregations at the same time. The church was no longer in use at 
the time the congregation in Clark Station was started, though the Diocese still 
owned the property in Chocolate, and the Council Journals continued to list it as 
vacant and unorganized until 1932. The photograph of the church building, all 
boarded up, is believed to have been taken in 1918, after the church in Chocolate 
was no longer is use. This, at least, is the date given in CCHC-2. 
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 The church in Chocolate and the church in Clark Station did not exist 
concurrently as active congregations. The Clark Station church, which 
continued the name St. Paul’s-on-the-Prairie, or at least St. Paul’s, was started 
because Clark Station was more accessible, being on the railroad. The first 
listing of the Clark Station church in Council Journals was 1916. 
 
 This brings us to CCHC-4, which is a deed signed on 3 November 1919, 
transferring title of land in Clark Station, not Chocolate, to William Theodotus 
Capers (1867-1943), the Bishop of West Texas, for the Diocese. This deed was 
signed by Charles Brett. The Brett family owned land in Clark Station. The 
Clark Station church had been holding services since 1916 (according to diocesan 
records) on Brett land, and in 1919 Charles Brett signed that parcel of land to the 
Church. 
 
 Document CCHC-5 is a series of affidavits signed in May 1935, and it 
harks back to the transfer of land in Chocolate in 1870 to the Episcopal Church, 
at that time the Diocese of Texas. One of the signers was the younger Charles 
Brett. These affidavits were necessary because the 1870 deed was lost before it 
could be recorded. Why was this being done in 1935? This is not certain, but the 
last listing for the church in Chocolate was 1932, vacant and unorganized. It may 
be that the Diocese had decided to sell the property in 1935 but first they needed 
to establish a clear title to it. 
 

 The following information comes from Jody Brett: In 1943, after the death 
of Charles Brett, his son Joe Foester Brett (1902-1998), father of Jody Brett, 
requested the return of the land his father had donated for the building of the 
Clark Station church, he was told that it was now the property of the Diocese 
and could not be given back to him. He eventually bought it back, but because of 
this dispute Joe Foester Brett became Methodist. The rest of the Brett family 
remained in the Episcopal Church. One of Charles Brett’s granddaughters, 
Jimmye Elizabeth Kimmey, is an Episcopal priest, canonically resident in the 
Diocese of New York, and lives in Denton, Texas. 

 
 Shifting Sands refers to Bishop Alexander Gregg wanting a church in 
Clark Station because of the proximity to the railroad. This refers to the San 
Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad, begun in Port Lavaca in 1856, which by 
1858 had only reached as far as Clark Station. It reached Victoria by 1861, so that 
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by 1861 it was possible to reach Clark Station from Port Lavaca and Victoria, 
and with the construction of the Indianola Railroad Company, the line was 
extended to Indianola, an important seaport, and at that time the county seat. 
Eventually it was extended to Cuero and San Antonio. A station was built at 
what is now the intersection of U.S. 87, Farm Road 1679, and Farm Road 2433. 
The railroad called this station Clark, and the community around it was called 
Clark Station or Clark’s Station. From Cuero to Port Lavaca this is still (2018) 
an active freight line, but the section from San Antonio to Cuero has been 
abandoned.  
 
 Finally, where was Chocolate? Jody Brett provided the answer. It was 
located where the Hatch Cemetery is today, and has been since the 1870s or 
earlier. Take State Highway 35 southwest from Port Lavaca, cross Farm Road 
2433, pass Farm Road 103, and the next turnoff on the right is Meadowview Lane. 
Follow this road all the way to the end and you are in Hatch Bend Country 
Club. Walk across the bridge over Chocolate Bayou to Hatch Cemetery. This is 
where Chocolate was. The Hatch Cemetery is still in use, but nothing remains 
of the community of Chocolate. Looking at this site today, it is hard to imagine 
that it was once a town, or if not a town, at least a community with multiple 
houses and a church. A marker erected by the state tells the story of Sylvanus 
Hatch, but nothing tells the story of St. Paul’s-on-the-Prairie, the long gone and 
forgotten Episcopal church. 
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Figure 1. Joseph Wilkin Tays (1827-1884), probably the first Episcopal priest to hold services in Chocolate. 
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Figure 2. Alexander Gregg (1819-1893), first Bishop of Texas, who consecrated the Church of St. 

Paul's-on-the-Prairie in 1870. 



   
10 

 
Figure 3. Hatch Cemetery, seen from across Chocolate Bayou. 

 

 
Figure 4. Hatch Cemetery. 
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Figure 5. Hatch Cemetery historic marker. 



   
12 

 
Figure 6. Grave of Sylvanus Hatch, founder of Chocolate. 
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Figure 7. Grave of Charles Brett, who at eighteen was appointed Lay Reader for the Chocolate congregation. 

 

 
Figure 8. Jody Brett, grandson of Charles Brett the younger, Chocolate's first lay reader. Jody was our guide 

to discovery. 
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Fig. 9. St. Paul’s, Chocolate, probably taken in 1918 when the church was boarded up and no longer in use. 
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Fig. 10. Map showing the locations of Chocolate and Clark Station in relation to 

Port Lavaca. 
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