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INTRODUCTION

At different times, with different audiences I have had to adjust how I have preached the 
gospel.  When I was involved in high school ministry I usually started with my testimony 
sharing something of my background to gain come common ground with the kids and then 
move towards the gospel usually stating evidences for Christianity.  
When I did street evangelism I would encounter those who had no knowledge of Christianity
and so not only have to preach Christ as Saviour but God as Creator as well covering the 
story line of the bible.  Recently I have had to do a lot of preaching to those from Gloriavale.
Once again I had to suit the message of the gospel to suit their specific needs.  I found that 
the diagnostic question developed by James Kennedy was very helpful to begin with 
because those in Gloriavale already accepted the bible as God’s word.  So for example when 
Elijah was speaking to Mordecai on a phone while he was still in GV and he handed the 
phone to me to speak with him I would ask: ‘If you died today and stood before God and He
asked you, ‘Why must I let you into heaven?’ what would you say?’  He answered as all GV 
people would answer, ‘Because Jesus died for my sins’.  No one in GV would deny this, they 
all agree that Jesus was sent by God to be our Saviour.  So then, I move onto a second 
question: ‘You are walking along the pavement, and a truck is coming towards you, it comes
up on the pavement and is about to run you over.  You swear just before you are hit.  Now 
where will you go, heaven or hell?’  Here is where their understanding of the gospel is 
revealed many have said they will go to hell.  They think that their salvation depends on 
their last obedience, perhaps there are some who think in the same way to this here today.  
If so, you are not equipped with the breastplate of righteousness and will be easy prey for 
spiritual attack.  They are not equipped for death, for suffering and will not know how to 
recover from sin.  

It appears that Paul has chosen the parts of armour very deliberately.  He chose the helmet 
of hope to guard our minds; well here we see the breastplate of righteousness intended to 
guard our hearts.  Today we speak about the vital issue of needing to know our 
rightstanding before God, our justification and how that protects our hearts when the devil 
strikes.  
We have said that the breastplate of righteousness has two inseparable aspects to it, 
sanctification and justification.  We saw last week how embracing and committing ourselves 
to daily conforming ourselves to Christ’s image is the necessary protection we need from the
temptations of sin.  That the satisfaction of hungering and thirsting for righteousness 
satisfies us that we need not entertain the lies of sin’s deceptive satisfaction. Now today we 
want to view the necessity of our justification and the vital role it plays in spiritual warfare.

These two aspects of righteousness, justification and sanctification, if not properly 
understood can at worst damn you to hell, and at best rob you of joy and effectiveness in 
the Christian life.  So before we lay out how justification helps us in the fight, let us 
distinguish justification from sanctification.  Let us state some of the similarities before we 
state the differences.  



Both justification and sanctification are works of God’s grace, neither of them is the fruit of 
the fallen flesh.  Both are the work of God, however, in justification God works alone to 
declare us righteous, but in sanctification we work with God in cooperation with His Spirit.  
Both justification and sanctification will be found in any saved person, you cannot have 
person who is justified who is not also sanctified, nor sanctified who is not also justified.  We
must remember to distinguish them without separating them.
Both justification and sanctification are necessary to salvation.  Justification is necessary as 
the righteousness by which we are accepted by God, and sanctification is necessary as the 
way God appoints for all saved people to walk.  They are not necessary in the same way but
both are essential to any full definition of salvation.
Both justification and sanctification are wrought by the Spirit using the word in our lives.  

Here are some of the differences:
We are justified by faith alone, but we are sanctified by faith joined with our grace 
dependent imperfect efforts.
In justification righteousness is imputed to us; in sanctification righteousness is imparted to 
us.
Justification is monergistic, it is an act by God alone and something we receive; 
sanctification is synergistic, it comes by our partnering with God.
Justification is a once off unrepeatable act; sanctification is an ongoing process.
Justification removes the condemnation of the law; sanctification includes fatherly 
chastening for sin.
Justification is resting, sanctification is striving.
Justification is an immediate swapping of my criminal record for Christ’s perfect 
righteousness; sanctification is an incremental process of conforming my imperfection to 
Christ’s perfection.
Justification is concerned with a change in legal status only; sanctification is a change in 
moral nature.  

Let us now apply these truths in two critical areas in spiritual warfare, accusation and 
difficult circumstances.

Interpreting accusation

As Christians we still sin.  This is not an excuse it is merely an accurate description.  Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer as a daily prayer and it included prayer for 
forgiveness.  Romans 7:14-25 which is Paul reflecting on the Christians experience through 
the lens of the law is an accurate assessment of how every true believer feels.  Because sin 
dwells in our members it will continue to wage war against the Spirit who is in us Gal. 5:17. 
We have been crucified with Christ which means that the same way in which  sin used to 
dominate us when we were in Adam and not in Christ is undone.  We now stand in a new 
position in our relationship towards sin where with imperfect natures we can offer imperfect 
obedience to God in a way we could not before.  We have the Spirit in us helping us 
conforming us slowly to the image of Christ.  The Christian life is not characterised as 
instant growth but incremental and process of striving for perfection all of our lives.  We do 
not accommodate God’s laws to where we can attain but we strive towards perfection 
trusting that as we do this in dependence upon God is becomes a means by which God does
indeed change us.  But despite this wonderful newness which fills us with hope we are not 
yet glorified and will still sin.   And if we are not wearing the breastplate of the imputed 
righteousness of Christ as armour we will be casualties in the war.  The devil’s arrows of 
accusation will pierce our hearts and all our activity will falter.  



The devil is known as the accuser of the brethren, we see in Zechariah 3 how he happily 
uses our sins against us before God’s holy justice seat in order to get God to destroy us 
Himself.  He plays the role of the prosecution lawyer in order to ruin us and hamper our 
efforts.  What we need to know about the breastplate of righteousness is that we now have 
a bulletproof vest against condemning guilt, against accusation, and false guilt.  When we 
believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, when we come in humility to God to ask for
the salvation He offers us in Christ, God exchanges the sinful garment of our righteousness 
for the incorruptible garment of Christ’s, 2 Cor. 5:21, ‘For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.’  This means 
that when God looks at us to decide whether we will get into heaven or not He sees us 
dressed in Jesus righteousness, and when He poured out His anger on Jesus on the cross, 
that was when He fulfilled His holy wrath against our sins so that there is no longer any 
condemnation towards those who are in Christ Jesus, Rom. 8:1.  

God has moved us into the category of children and now deals with us as children by His 
grace and not as condemned criminals when we sin.  This is why the Lord’s Prayer can begin
with ‘Our Father’ and not ‘Our Holy Judge.’  To swear before death without the occasion to 
repent does not unadopt us.  We are not as good as our last repentance but as good as the 
righteousness of Christ.  All of Christ’s obedience in life and death is seen as ours so that we
face God with a full account of active obedience on our account.  The last words Reformed 
theologian J. Gresham Machen sent to his friend John Murray were these, ‘I’m so thankful 
for the active obedience of Christ.  No hope without it.’  Count Zinzendorf’s famous song 
puts it this way:

‘Jesus Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress
‘Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed’
With Joy shall I lift up my head.

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day; 
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.’  

I was having a phone conversation with Liberty Love the other day, and I used the picture of
the tapestry.  On the top of a tapestry you have a beautiful picture, on the underside you 
have a ragged looking reverse image.  Think of the top side as Jesus perfect righteousness, 
and think of the reverse side as your sanctification.  The top part is the righteousness 
credited to you by God’s legal decree, what we call justification; and the bottom is your 
unfinished work of sanctification.  If you were to be run over by a truck today and swore 
before it hit you with no chance to repent, God determines your eternity by the top side not 
the bottom side, by the righteousness of Christ not your last best efforts.  

So let’s say you have sinned this week.  You did not say no with the power God supplies.  
Sin in the Christian is always more serious than sin in the unbeliever because you know it is 
wrong and have the power not to do it.  Today you are sitting here feeling terrible.  Your 
conscience has accused you of doing wrong.  The devil loves to turn up the volume on our 
conscience and get in on any self-blame.  You will hear thoughts like this: ‘how do you know
you are a Christian you are not acting like a Christian?’ ‘Don’t think God will hear your 
prayers or receive you now.’  You have not prayed since then, you had to drag yourself to 
church, you have not dared to tell anyone about Christ this week, in fact you have been 
feeling so sorry for yourself that you have not spared a thought of compassion or sacrifice 



for anyone else.  The dejection has led you to entertain other sins, it has caused you to feel 
hopelessness at change, that you are one of those who will turn out to be a Judas.  You 
have been caught without the breastplate of righteousness on and been caught by a dart 
that has paralysed you. 
Remember the righteousness of Christ, remember that sin does not unadopt you, remember
that God judges your eternity by the top of the tapestry, remember that the Lord’s Prayer 
begins with the words Our Father before it goes onto forgive us our trespasses.

If we sin we must know that we are in Christ and can therefore approach God’s throne of 
mercy with boldness in our need.  1 John 1:9, ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’  1 John 2:1, ‘My little 
children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.’  Confession is not our way 
of being rejustified, that is an impossibility, confession is our way of healing the relationship 
between God and ourselves.  So when a Christian sins they should feel guilty, but the guilt 
they feel is not like the guilt of Judas where being without hope he went out and hanged 
himself.  Our guilt is full of shame, but it is not the shame of a person who must be killed in 
a public execution, but the shame of having sinned against love and generosity.  We must 
kick ourselves for our sins for sinning is the stupidest thing we can do, but we must not 
deny the gospel and kick ourselves out of the kingdom.  And when we brood over our sins 
and feel the dark cloud of conviction over us, we gladly accept the humiliation praying that 
God will use it to teach us a greater hate for sin, but we do not wallow thinking that self 
affliction can minimise the sin or atone for it.  
To put on the breastplate of righteousness after sin is to remind ourselves that God’s grace 
is greater than our sin, and having confessed it and put it away we must continue on the 
path of holiness glad in the fact that although we have got our feet dirty we do not need to 
take a whole bath again.  This is the point that Jesus made to Peter at the last supper.  You 
remember that Peter would not allow Jesus to wash his feet, and Jesus said that if He did 
not wash him he could have not part with Him, and then how Peter asked Christ to wash his
whole body.  John 13:10, ‘Jesus said to him, "The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean….’  We are both completely clean and have
dirty feet.  Having stepped off the path of obedience you got dirty feet, wash them in fresh 
confession and repentance and go on knowing that no dirt can stick to the garment of 
righteousness that has been provided for by Christ.  Sin is serious and God hates it even in 
His children, but because Jesus has provided His righteousness to cover you, your sins 
cannot remove you from His family like Adam and Eve’s did from the garden.  

How does this sound to you, too good to be true?  This is what the Jews thought when they
heard Paul preaching the gospel of free grace.  They thought that if this is how God saves 
sinners then this will only encourage Christians to sin.  We can see that they used this form 
of perverted logic in Rom. 3:8, ‘And why not do evil that good may come?---as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.’  Paul’s response to this 
problem was not to preach a conditional justification where a Christian could lose their 
salvation and be unadopted from God’s family several times a day.  After stating that where 
sin abounds God’s grace abounds all the more in Rom. 5:21, he anticipates this issue in 6:1, 
‘What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?’  His answer is 
not to correct the misunderstanding by saying that you can be unjustified, or that the sin of 
Christians can condemn instead he tells us how those who are truly born again, those who 
have been crucified with Christ are free from sin and will pursue holiness.  He doesn’t tell us 
to fear hell in order to be holy as Christians he reminds us of the fact that we have died to 
sin.  Regeneration not a loss of justification is his confidence that Christians will not abuse 
this truth.  Those who claim to be Christians and who go about thinking that their sin does 



not damn them and sin flippantly are not born of God for those born of God pursue holiness 
inevitably though imperfectly.  

This doctrine of justification by faith by an imputed alien righteousness; that we are both 
righteous legally in our justification and sinful in our imperfect sanctification is the 
breastplate that silences the accusations of conscience.  We cannot accuse ourselves in the 
tones God is not using.  If God is using His Father’s voice and not His judge’s voice, we can 
do no other.  And if the devil seeks to speak to us in a judge’s tone we ignore him for God 
has justified, who can condemn?  The measure of guilt we feel must agree with the legal 
standing that is true of us so that we mourn our sins mingled with hope not despair.  Hope 
because sin can no longer condemn, hope because God will receive our repentance, hope 
because that sin we struggled with can be overcome with His help.  

Interpreting circumstances

Let me apply this to one other area.  Christians experience miscarriages, they die, they get 
sick, they lose the jobs and their businesses fail, their property is damaged in natural 
disasters, undergo many of the troubles and trials of life along with unbelievers.  Many 
Christians have the false notion that everything this side of eternity must go well for them as
a sign of God’s blessing and that if things do not go well that this somehow reflects that 
they are under God’s judgement.  This is a typical thought for Christians to think but it is an 
uninformed one.  How many of us have bumped our heads and automatically assumed that 
God is punishing us for what we were thinking at the time?  How is the Christian who is 
justified and in Christ to interpret the bad events that happen to them in life?

All things happen by God’s will, Eph. 1:11.  Every event of a Christian’s life, good or bad is in
God’s control and is being used by Him to fulfil His Fatherly purposes towards us Rom. 8:28. 
Even hairs falling from our heads which appear to be incidental and unimportant are under 
His control.  If you are a Christian you can know that God is not pouring out His judging 
condemnation upon your sins as a sign of your damnation.  If you are a child of God and 
you do go through trials you can know that the level of your pain is not an indication of the 
level of your righteousness and God’s satisfaction with you and whether He will let you into 
heaven or not.  No, you are the righteousness of God in Christ, your eternity is secure.  
It may be that God as a Father is chastening you for sin, we see this reality in a verse like 1 
Cor. 11:28-32, ‘Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 
But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by 
the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.’  But 
note that even this act of God against our sin is an act of a Father in love seeking to save 
our souls not an act of condemnation leading to eternal damnation.  Let it be clearly 
understood that although you are dressed in the righteousness of Christ and are justified, 
God still sees your sins, He still hates your sins, and He may take Fatherly measures to 
chasten you for your sins, being justified does not save us from Fatherly chastening, only 
condemnation.  You and I will never know whether we are indeed being chastened unless 
God reveals it by a voice from heaven.  Instead we rather use every difficulty as a 
opportunity for self-reflection to see if there may some sin that needs removing.

God because He loves us and has accepted us as His children in Christ now uses difficulty 
for our good and appoints trials in which we can rejoice because of the good they can 
produce under His care.  If you know your standing in Christ, if you know that you are 
clothed in His righteousness these difficulties of life cannot remove the sunshine of His love 



and favour from your life.  You can always know that it is His Father gentleness that you feel
in your pains and not His condemnation.  Difficult days will come and you will be tempted to
doubt and despair remember the breastplate of righteousness where by Christ’s imputed 
righteousness you are God’s child.  

Do you see how well equipped you are to face accusation, sin and difficulty, the breastplate 
of Christ’s righteousness is a necessity for every day.  Preach the gospel to yourselves 
everyday and you will be well equipped to face these things.             

       
                


