
Abiding Love 
 

Intro: The last couple of weeks we have been looking into God's Grace Gifts of Hope and Faith 

 1. A Grace Gift is the freely given, unmerited favor and love of God. 

  a. A gift we cannot afford and we don't deserve. 

Devine Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then gives us the power to transform into a 

Grace filled life. 

 A. We have been looking at three of God's Greatest Grace Gifts?      (The Spiral) 

1 Corinthians 13:13 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

1. Faith:   Believing in God and believing God will do what He promises. 

2. Hope: Joyful and confident expectation of God's promises being fulfilled. 

3. Love: God's love in us growing our love for Him and for the rest of the World. 

 B. We have found out how God's gift of Hope helps us find fulfillment. 

  And how Faith Grows our Hope. 

I. This week let's look into the greatest of the three... LOVE... 

 A. What is Love? The Bible has four words that are translated as Love 

1. Hebrew Old Testament: 

 Ahava: 

Deuteronomy 6:4, 5  
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
 
 The root word for Ahava is...  Hav, which means to give... 

 a. The foundation of our love is to be directed towards God... Giving Him... 

  1. All our Heart... 2. All our Soul...  3. All our strength... 

2. Greek New Testament:    

 Storge – empathy bond. 

 Philia – friend bond. 

 Agape Agapeo – unconditional "God" love. 

 a. God's love encompasses all of the other forms of love. 

III. The Hebrew for love is: Ahava: It is a noun and a verb. 

 A. It is the definition of all types of love but to bring it to life it is an act of doing. 

   God in His love tells us what love is, then He shows it by His actions. 

  1. True ahava, true love, is more concerned about giving than receiving.   

   a. Being the center of someone's attention isn't love. 

   b. And love isn't about getting some feeling or fix.  
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  2. Ahava is about giving devotion and time.   

   a. Giving is the foundation of love. 

John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.  
 
   b. Meaningful relationships have mutual giving.   

    1. Love may focus on receiving, but ahava is all about giving. 

   c. The Hebrew word "ahava" is not an emotion but an action.   

    1. It is not something that happens "to you" but a condition that you  

     create when you give.   

    2. You don't "fall" in love - you give love! 

Romans 5:5  
And hope does not put us to shame (delude us or disappoint us), because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 

IV. We have been given God's love so we may have hope, to share God's hope and love… 

 A. Grace gifts are given to be given away… 

Matthew 22:36-40 
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 

  1. Take God's Grace Gift of Love… 

   a. First Give it to God… 

   b. Then Give it to others… 

V. Prayer Father show us how to love you more abundantly… 

  In that process we will learn how to love others with Your Grace Gifts… 


