
Sermon 12: 1 Samuel 11: Saul Established as King

OUTLINE

Kingdom threatened
Kingdom delivered
Kingdom renewed

INTRODUCTION

As we begin chapter 11 we need to appreciate that Saul was in a very similar position to 
Donald Trump today.  Donald Trump has only been the president elect for a few days, and is
untested and untrusted.  We see at the end of the last chapter that Saul was in a similar 
position, v27, ‘But some worthless fellows said, "How can this man save us?" And they 
despised him and brought him no present. But he held his peace.’  It appears as if the whole
point of chapter 12 is to answer that question.  It really is the necessary question as we 
consider the whole issue of a king who is to save.  The answer of the chapter is plain, ‘not 
by might, not by power but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord.  This chapter of an anointed King 
who delivers his people and the people recommit themselves to God is a striking forerunner 
of the deliverance of Christ.  The seed of the serpent comes into God’s garden, and 
threatens God’s bride, and God’s anointed and appointed vice-regent crushes the seed of 
the serpent and delivers the people.  

As we view God’s mercy in raising up and empowering a man to deliver His people we will 
note the wickedness of sinners, the necessity of the Spirit and appropriateness of our 
allegiance to a saving God as we observe this forerunner of Christ saving his people.  

Kingdom threatened

Our chapter opens with a new military threat, Nahash the Ammonite besieging Jabesh-
Gilead, v1, ‘Then Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh-gilead, and all the 
men of Jabesh said to Nahash, "Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you.’  The 
Ammonites descended from Lot’s incest with his daughters and were traditional enemies of 
Israel.  They inhabited the eastern side of the river Jordan, and Jabesh-Gilead was a 
strategic position on the eastern side of the river that would have spread their kingdom 
north and given them a way to control more of the area, even supplying a launch pad into 
the western side.  The town of Jabesh-Gilead had a connection to the tribe of Benjamin.  
After Benjamin’s armies had been decimated and were on the brink of extinction, Benjamin 
attacked this city and took 400 virgins to replenish their tribe, judges 21:11.  
We see the people of the town ready to capitulate and enter into a treaty becoming a vassal
to Nahash the king of the Ammonites, but the terms were not agreeable and this forced 
them to look for deliverance, v2, ‘But Nahash the Ammonite said to them, "On this condition
I will make a treaty with you, that I gouge out all your right eyes, and thus bring disgrace 
on all Israel.’

Nahash personifies the vindictive and dehumanising nature of sin.  To gouge out someone’s 
right eye is to eliminate their military ability.  Your right eye would usually be the one 
needed to view approaching enemies if fighting with a shield.  To take away one eye would 
affect depth perception for archers.  This act of gouging out the right eye is not only the 
afflicting of a very painful and humiliating wound but an attempt to disable all future 
resistance.  This would make them more than mere vassals who would have some 



independence and could possibly rebel in the future, it would seal their fate as perpetual 
slaves of the Ammonites.  

When confronted with this vile war crime racist rage we are revolted.  But this sin is alive 
and well in the world today.  I am not only talking about the sweatshops owned and run by 
greedy corporations that destroy the bodies of the poor for a pittance.  I am not only talking
about the modern sex-slave trade where young girls are kidnapped and transported 
overseas and forced to be prostitutes.  This sin is not only alive in the dehumanizing and 
objectifying of other people in pornography where we reduce people made in the image of 
God, and sex a sign of the gospel intended to be shared in the intimacy of marriage and we 
use them to satisfy a hunger that never gets filled.  The seeds of these sins lie in all of our 
hearts.  In the school bully we see the seeds of murder in violence and a foul mouth, in a 
desire to humiliate and dominate.  We see it in the husband who is jealous and controlling 
or who is abusive to his wife.  We see it in the parent who intimidates and abuses their child
with verbal and physical harm.  The sign of a heart that is in the grip of grace is a person 
who loves his neighbour who is made in the image of God, who seeks to serve not enslave, 
who respects the body and seeks the welfare of their neighbour, and all war, racism, and 
conceit is put aside.  

It is only once threatened in this most dehumanizing way that they seek help.  This is itself 
is typical of sinners.  V3, ‘The elders of Jabesh said to him, "Give us seven days' respite that 
we may send messengers through all the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to save 
us, we will give ourselves up to you.’  The most surprising part of this verse is that Nahash 
in his arrogance did not hinder the people from sending out a message for help.  There was 
a general atheism and unbelief that God would raise up someone to save.  The people had 
no hope of salvation and settled into a compromise, and Nahash did not believe that there 
would be any saviour either.  On the part of the people the blind unbelief led them to not cry
out for relief but to settle; and on the part of Nahash unbelief led to brazen defiance and a 
false security in his position.  A prayerless church and fearless persecution against God’s 
people are not only found here but today as well. In v4 we see that the news is not received
with much more faith anywhere else, ‘When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, they 
reported the matter in the ears of the people, and all the people wept aloud.’

Kingdom delivered

Saul hears the news, v5-6, ‘Now, behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen. 
And Saul said, "What is wrong with the people, that they are weeping?" So they told him the
news of the men of Jabesh. 6 And the Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he heard these 
words, and his anger was greatly kindled.’  This really is the key verse in the whole chapter.  
We see Saul not living in a palace but like the judges before him carrying on his life.  And 
just as with the judges we see the Spirit come upon him.  In fact the way in which the Spirit
is said to rush upon Saul, the only other judge who had the Spirit in this way was Samson, 
Judg. 14:6, 19; 15:14.  But this is not the only judge like quality in this chapter, we see Saul 
hacks up his oxen just as in judges 19:29 and sends them out as a call to war, v7, ‘He took a
yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by 
the hand of messengers, saying, "Whoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so 
shall it be done to his oxen!" Then the dread of the LORD fell upon the people, and they 
came out as one man.’  Notice how Saul issues the order in the name of the king and the 
prophet Samuel, a nod to the fact that he does not rule independent of God’s word.  Notice 
that the fear of the Lord comes upon the people and they respond in mass, v8, ‘When he 
mustered them at Bezek, the people of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of
Judah thirty thousand.’  This led to Saul sending a message back to Jabesh-Gilead that he 



was coming to deliver.  They sent a false message to Nahash so as not to raise his 
suspicions, v9-10.  When it comes to battle we see another echo of the judges where Saul 
divides his men up into three parties like Gideon, v11, ‘And the next day Saul put the people
in three companies. And they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch and 
struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the day. And those who survived were 
scattered, so that no two of them were left together.’  

The righteous Spirit-induced anger, the anointed King leading His armies, the deliverance of 
God’s people, all this reminds us of Christ.  We are the ones who are threatened and 
oppressed, being destroyed under the god of this age, Christ is the one who is anointed and
appointed by God to rescue His people, Saul as the king of Israel and as conquering king is 
anticipating the one who will finally conquer all our enemies.  Saul deals with Nahash but 
Christ will defeat satan who is stronger than us, death which is stronger than us and sin that
is stronger than us.  Jesus resisted satan when Adam did not and overcame him, Christ 
broke death and is a guarantee of our own resurrection, and He broke the hold of sin on our
lives not only in its condemning but also its controlling power and placed His Spirit in us to 
renovate the hearts where sin once reigned supreme turning them into a garden of the 
fruits of the Spirit.  Jesus became 100 percent human and in dependence upon the Spirit 
accomplished our salvation.  Saul points beyond himself to Christ but also to our great need 
of the Spirit.    

This is the main lesson for us.  Israel is putting its trust in a man, not in the Spirit, and we 
are being shown in many ways how God by His Spirit is the one who brings about the 
victory.  All of the allusions to the judges are not just literary style but a deliberate attempt 
to help us recognise that the success is not because of the strength of his personality, his 
height, his muscles, etc., but God.  The NT is very clear on this.  Christ tells us that apart 
from Him we can do nothing and that we need to abide in Him, John 15:4-5, ‘Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.’  You 
might ask why we are talking about abiding in Christ when we have just spoken of the 
Spirit, but the connection is clear.  The Spirit unites us to Christ, and it is by the Spirit that 
we abide in Christ and He is us.  The mystical union of Christ and His bride is by the Spirit.  
So do you want to overcome sin?  Do you want to be more self-controlled?  Do you seek to 
have more love, joy an peace in your life?  Then you need to walk in the Spirit.  Walking in 
the Spirit involves the spiritual disciplines of prayer, bible reading, journaling, fellowship and 
other things.  It involves the means of grace such as going to church and sitting under the 
preached word and receiving the ordinances.  It means putting on the spiritual armour by 
preaching the gospel to yourself every day.  And do you want to change hearts with the 
gospel and see people saved?  Then faithfully preach the word which is the sword of the 
Spirit and the Spirit will use it to grant the new birth to dead sinners.  Saul’s success reminds
us that we are nothing and depend upon God for success.  We need to acknowledge this 
weakness and depend upon Him.  To feel so helpless that you become immobilised and do 
no good is a sign of unbelief.  You are refusing to believe that the Spirit is our strength and 
that in partnership with our feeble efforts He brings about change.  To believe this does not 
leave as inactive but given to strenuous efforts in killing sin, pursuing growth, running from 
temptation, and faithfully praying and proclaiming the word.  

Kingdom renewed

After the battle which is given half a verse we see a new attitude towards Saul from the 
people of Israel, v12, ‘Then the people said to Samuel, "Who is it that said, 'Shall Saul reign 



over us?' Bring the men, that we may put them to death.’  Saul instead acts as king to grant 
amnesty for resisting the king in celebration of the great victory that God had given them.  
Saul as a king has the prerogative to grant amnesty, but we must remember that when God 
forgives sin, He does not simply overlook them but He pays for them by the death of Christ. 

Samuel steps in to turn the hearts of the people to God, v14, ‘Then Samuel said to the 
people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingdom.’  There no doubt would 
have been a lot of good feeling towards Saul, this is his first act as king and things went 
well.  The people were even willing to kill those who had resisted him.  Samuel brings an 
important note of sobriety and brings the people to Gilgal to renew the kingdom.  
Remember that Gilgal was the first stopping place when Israel crossed the Jordan and 
where Israel circumcised the generation that had wandered in the wilderness.  It was there 
that God spoke of rolling away their reproach, and the place was named Gilgal which sounds
like the Hebrew ‘to roll.’  Samuel is no doubt uniting a nation that had not been totally 
united, and yes there would have been a united embracing of the new king Saul.  But, 
Samuel wanted this first success to end the right way, with the people responding in 
reaffirming their allegiance to God because of His salvation.  the great danger in Israel 
having a king is that they could take their eyes off of God who has worked by His Spirit and 
credit Saul with the victory, Samuel labours to insure this does not happen and the people 
worshipped before the Lord, v15, ‘So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made 
Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, 
and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.’  Peace offerings are free will 
offerings which the worshipper brings of his own free will.  They are sacrifices that express 
gratitude to God for what He has done.  Yes blood is spilled to pace the way for sinners to 
approach a holy God but the initial motive is praise and not guilt.  God has done amazing 
things for us, He has paid so highly to have us, He has worked so powerfully to deliver us, 
our thanks is not an obligatory duty but the free offering of a heart that is thinking straight. 
Are we thinking straight?  Is there a steady stream of free praise and thanksgiving because 
of what He has done for us, is there great rejoicing on account of His actions.  Let us 
remember as we close that we have experienced a greater saviour and deliverance from a  
worse fate as more undeserving people, and our joy should match our experience.              


