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INTRODUCTION

As I have come to preach on Romans 11 I have come with two competing emotions.  The 
first is fear.  If you want to get Christians to be at each other’s throats get them to say 
disagreeing things about the nation of Israel.  If you want to kick a hornet’s nest say, ‘I don’t
think that Israel has a right to demand that the Palestinians leave the land.’  The second 
emotion I am feeling is excitement because this chapter has new wonders for us with 
regards to how God works His grace to save us.  There are a number of important and 
controversial questions that arise when we get into the issues of this chapter.  Are the Jews 
as a nation still a distinct people of God?  Can Jews still be saved apart from faith in Christ 
through a faithful practice of Judaism?  Is the establishing of the present state of Israel 
God’s fulfilling of the Abrahamic covenant and promises of the prophets?  Was 1948 the 
budding of the fig tree so that this generation will see the coming of Christ?  Are the 
atrocities committed by the Israeli army justified in the name of holy war like Joshua’s 
purging of Canaan in the OT, do we view these wars religiously or politically?  Will there be a
large scale conversion of the Jews to Christ as a sign of the end before He comes again?  Or
will that only be after the Rapture and part of what Dispensationalists call the Great 
Tribulation?  Was the Holocaust God’s judgement on the Jews for crucifying Jesus Christ?  
Will the temple be rebuilt and should Christians give of their money to such a project?  Are 
we to prioritise Jewish evangelism above every other form of missions?  What are we to 
think of Messianic congregations that are deliberately OT Jewish in culture and even 
worship?  How are Jewish believers to be viewed in relation to Gentile believers?  Should we
be offended that our Jewish brothers and sisters in Christ call us Gentiles when this was a 
theological term that meant someone outside of the covenant?  Are we children of Abraham 
with the Jews, do we have a joint inheritance with them, or are we still aliens to some 
promises and covenants?  I am hoping that our studies in this chapter will illuminate many 
of these questions.  

We have been away from Romans for just over a year and we will be picking up our 
exposition again.  So let me use this morning to reorient us to the book of Romans and in 
particular to the line of thought in chapters 9-11 and then raise 3 important things that 
should help us as we proceed to investigate this chapter.  First lets remind ourselves of the 
overall argument of the book of Romans.

Overview of Romans

Paul is giving a summary of the gospel he preaches to the Romans because he cannot go 
there in person to teach them.  It is his longest letter and the most systematic explanation 
of the gospel.  He wants to impart a spiritual gift in setting this gospel before them, but it 
appears that he is also seeking their support in gospel ministry and giving them a taste of 
the message he preaches that they might support it.  We have been looking at Romans as a 
presentation of the gospel in 5 major divisions.



After the introduction of 1:1-15, Paul gives us a summary of the gospel that he is so 
desirous to preach, v16-17, ‘ For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall
live by faith.’  You will already see many familiar ideas of faith, justification by the 
righteousness of God, for everyone who believes, Jews and Greeks.  Having introduced the 
gospel in a nutshell, he begins the first section of 1:18-3:20.  Here he is answering the 
question, ‘Why do we need this amazing gospel that you are laying down your life for?’  
Because God’s wrath is revealed against sin, and all are sinners, both Gentiles, 1:18-32, and 
Jews, 2:1-3:8.  All are sinners and the law cannot save only increase our knowledge of sin, 
3:19-20.  We have called this section, the necessity of the gospel; that is why we need it.  
We are hopelessly lost and in no way can we save ourselves, it has to come from outside 
ourselves not from ourselves.

Next we have the provision of the gospel, from 3:21-4:25.  Here we see God provides what 
we cannot provide for ourselves, ‘But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law…’  Our greatest need is righteousness and He provides it, not for those 
who work harder than others, not by works but by grace, not to the worthy but received by 
faith, ‘v22, ‘the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe….’  
Because all are sinners, it has to be by faith not works, v23.  Paul then tells what happens 
when we believe and explains the mechanics of our salvation, v24-26, ‘and are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus.’  And chapter 4 is the proof that God has always only ever saved by faith, 
even in the case of Abraham and David.  

In chapters 5-8 we have the benefits of the gospel, in other words Paul wants you to know 
exactly how rich we are in Christ.  So in 5:1-11, he lists various benefits, ‘Therefore, since 
we have been justified by faith…,’ we have peace with God, access to God, we stand in 
grace, we rejoice in suffering, we rejoice in hope, we have the Spirit confirming God’s love 
to our hearts, we have objective confidence of God’s will to save us based on the gift of 
Jesus, and we rejoice in God Himself.  Paul gives us the mechanics as to how this is all 
possible and he shows us that just as we died and received Adam’s guilt when he sinned 
because he was our federal representative, so Christ won life and righteousness for us by 
His obedience, he makes the statement that were sin has abounded grace has abounded all 
the more which causes him to take a 2 chapter detour into 2 very important questions.  The 
Jews who were being told that you cannot save yourselves by works had two criticisms, 
firstly, that if you removed obedience from salvation people would abuse grace and be 
sinful, Paul responds to this foolish idea by showing that God changes our relationship to sin
by uniting us to Christ’s resurrection so that we can and will pursue righteousness, (chapter 
6).  The second question has to do with the law, if we aren’t saved by keeping the law, then
what is the law for?  Paul shows that the law is for the purpose of showing up sin, that it 
does this in the case of the unbeliever, and the law is good even though it does this, and it 
exposes the sin in the Christian.  But in neither case can it save, in neither case it is our 
hope for deliverance, in both instances we need Christ.  In chapter 8 leading on from the 
great guilt a sinner feels when seeing himself in light of the law 7:14-25, Paul gets back to 
the issue of assurance in chapter 8.  Please notice the book ends of no condemnation in v1, 
and no separation in the last verses.  



8:1-4: No condemnation from the law.  The opening verses explain how through Christ we 
are no longer under the condemnation of the law; that our salvation is secure because God 
has fulfilled the law in Christ.  

8:5-14: Holiness by the Spirit.  Notice that in verse 4 we are saved with a purpose in mind, 
to keep the law by the power of the Spirit.  Paul uses this as a launch pad for the next 
section 5-14 to talk about being spiritual people who live according to the Spirit.  Holiness 
marks the presence of the Spirit and is a proof of life v10.

8:15-17: children of God.  The last words of verse 14 are ‘sons of God,’ this is the thought 
that Paul follows as he talks about the Holy Spirit’s role in our adoption.  Here he assures us 
that if we are children then we will inherit the kingdom.

8:18-25: Future glorification.  The last idea in verse 17 is glorification, and this provides the 
springboard for Paul to talk about how the whole creation will participate in the glory of the 
children of God.  His argument which proves the security of our salvation is that the Spirit 
which we have all received is the guarantee of our future resurrection (v23).

8:26-27: The intercession of the Spirit. Paul moves from the groaning of creation to the 
inward groans of the Spirit on our behalf.  The argument that our weaknesses and ignorance
is covered by the work of the Spirit on our behalf.

8:28-39: The plan and character of God.  The greatest argument for the security of our 
salvation is saved till last.  God’s love and His ability to save and finish what He starts is 
Paul’s final argument.  John Stott has pointed out God’s purposes and power to save are laid
out with 5 unbreakable links in the chain of salvation found in v29-30, bridging from eternity
past to eternity future we see God foreknow, predestine, call, justify and glorify.  And this is 
followed with 5 unanswerable questions. ‘If God is for us who can be against us?’  ‘He who 
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?’ ‘Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?’  ‘Who is to 
condemn?’ ‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

But for Paul to say that every person God elects will be glorified raises another question.  If 
God always glorifies His elects then what about the elect people of God the Jews?  This 
brings us to the section we are in which we will call the defence of the gospel.  Paul in the 
first 5 verses raises the problem of the Jews who are not saved.  In v9-24 he introduces us 
to how God does in fact keep His promises to His elect by informing us that not every single 
Israelite is the promised seed of Abraham.  He proves this by showing how God has chosen 
to save some and leave others, to show mercy to some and passively and judicially harden 
others.  God’s sovereign election determined that not all Jews would be saved, but some, 
and that some Gentiles would likewise be saved.  This he proves from OT quotations, 9:25-
29.  Now lest we misunderstand God’s working and accuse Him of making willing people 
unbelieving and Paul shows how Israel is guilty for God’s judicial hardening by their unbelief,
9:30-10:24.  We spent a lot of time looking at how they rejected faith and trusted in 
themselves for righteousness.  Chapter 10 ends on a very dark note, 10:21, ‘But of Israel he
says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.’  this 
bleak picture is what provokes chapter 11.



Overview of chapter 11

Chapter 11 is structured around 2 questions.  The first is in verse 1, ‘I ask, then, has God 
rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin.’  From v1-10 Paul shows how God has not altogether cast 
off the Jews but has an elect, a remnant who He will faithfully save showing what Paul said 
earlier about God saving all of His elect and not one being snatched from His hand being 
true.  The second question is in v11, ‘So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might 
fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to
make Israel jealous.’  In this second question Paul affirms that Israel is not altogether cast 
off, and here Paul introduces us to this wonderful working of God which should cause us to 
wonder at His ways.  Paul tells us that God saved Gentiles through Jewish unbelief, this 
causes Gentiles to inherit the Jewish blessings, that in turn causes the Jews to be provoked 
to jealousy and leads to Jews being saved.  Having then proven that Israelites can certainly 
be grafted back into the olive tree by faith summarises his position, v25-26a, ‘Lest you be 
wise in your own sight, I want you to understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening 
has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all 
Israel will be saved.’  And the closing part of the chapter ends with worship.  Does God keep
His promises?  Can God save all those He intended from eternity to save?  Has God kept His 
promises to Israel, the answer is inevitably yes, and Paul point about our assurance is 
further established.  Paul defends God’s plan of salvation for the Jews to prove that there is 
no condemnation, no separation and certain glorification for all those He has elected to be in
Christ.
The last of the five sections in Romans is the life of the gospel from chapter 12 to the end.   

Overview of views and goals

The overall flow of thought in Paul’s letter is tremendous, and we are now ready to being to 
consider chapter 11 in particular.  All true bible believing Christians believe that God has a 
plan of salvation for the Jews, but there is not agreement as to what that will look like.  Let 
me generalise all the various views out there into 3.  Firstly, there is the view of the Puritans
which can be read the book The Puritan Hope by Iain Murray.  This view believes that 
chapter 11 is saying 2 things.  Firstly that God has a present plan for the Jews which 
involves the salvation of a remnant.  But secondly, that when the time of the Gentiles is 
complete that there will be a large future perhaps national return of the Jews to faith in 
Christ, and this will be the onset of a worldwide revival which will largely Christianize the 
world and bring on the second coming.  When Jesus comes again it will be to a mostly 
Christian world.  This was the view of Jonathan Edwards, Robert Murray McCheyne, John 
Murray, Lloyd-Jones and many others.  The main verses for their view in this chapter are v12
and 15 in the phrases ‘how much more will their full inclusion mean,’ and, ‘what will their 
acceptance mean but life from the dead.’  This view is not limited to but is often part of the 
Postmillenial interpretation of prophecy.  This would have been the dominant view until the 
20th century.  
Secondly, there is the Dispensational view. The two basic beliefs which make you a 
Dispensationalist are that you hold to a view of two people of God with two separate plans.  
Lewis Sperry Chafer writes,  ‘The Dispensationalist believes that throughout the ages God is 
pursuing two distinct purposes: one related to the earth with earthly people and earthly 
objectives involved with Judaism; while the other is related to heaven with heavenly people 
and heavenly objectives involved, which is Christianity.’  Added to this is the second 
distinctive of a literal where possible hermeneutic.  They believe that the promises of land, 
temple, priesthood, offspring and monarchy must all still be fulfilled literally, and so the 
Millennium becomes the time when these things will come to pass.  They believe that some 



Jews will be saved now, but Jesus will come in the clouds in the silent Rapture and take all 
Christians from the earth.  During this time Antichrist will make a covenant with Israel but 
break that covenant after 3 ½ years.  At the end of the 7 year tribulation Jesus will come 
again and all Jews will convert.  These Jews will then go with Christ into the Millennium and 
experience the literal fulfilment of Jerusalem being the capital of the world with Jesus the 
Davidic King sitting on the throne, a new temple, a new priesthood, the reinstitution of the 
sacrifices, the Sabbath, circumcision, etc.  Some have suggested that the Gentile Christians 
will live in a city orbiting the earth while the Jews live on the earth.  They look at Romans 
11:25-26 and say that the time when Jesus comes at the end of the Tribulation, the third, or
2 ½ coming of Christ will mark the end of the time of the Gentiles and Israel will be restored
politically, geographically, religiously and ethnically.
I hold to a third view.  This view is typically associated with Amillennialism.  This view has 
been misnamed and branded by those who take a different view.  There are some who have
called it Replacement theology or Supercessionism.  They think that we have no biblical 
place for God having a plan for the Jews and that the church has replaced Israel as the 
people of God.  This is a gross misrepresentation and it has usually also gone along with 
slurs of Anti-Semitic, Liberal, satanic, etc.  I prefer the names Expansionist Theology or 
Continuationism.  This view believes that God has not cast off the Jews for salvation but will 
until Christ comes again keep a remnant for Himself.  This word remnant need not indicate 
few or little but throughout the church age can ebb and flow between a handful to 
thousands upon thousands.  We believe that the promise of offspring made to Abraham is 
not fulfilled in only many Jews coming to salvation but millions from every tribe, tongue and 
nation.  We do not believe that the promise of land is fulfilled in merely Israel being set 
apart for God’s people, but that it points to the New Jerusalem and a whole new sin free 
creation.  We do not believe that the blessings that will come to the nations will be the 
political, agricultural, religious ones in the millennium but the eternal salvation wrought by 
Christ.  That God keeps His promises to Abraham not merely to a literal interpretation but 
answers superabundantly beyond what we could think.  We believe that the present 
inhabitation by Israel of Palestine is not in preparation for the Millennium but God’s 
providence to fulfil His promise of saving a remnant from the Jewish people in every age.  
We believe that Paul’s logic of all Israel not being Israel is worked out in more detail in this 
chapter being reinforced with the doctrine of the remnant, OT quotes to that effect, and a 
revealing of God’s wisdom in using Gentile salvation to make Israel jealous as a means of 
drawing the elect.  This view draws attention to the many uses of the word ‘now’ and Paul 
referring to his present ministry to indicate the plan God has, as well as v25-26 and the 
overall context.  

I would like to say a few words about how we should negotiate these differences of 
interpretation in this chapter.  

Firstly, this is not a matter for dividing as brethren.  There are big and important doctrines 
which would be irreconcilable differences and would make fellowship impossible.  For 
example, the inerrancy of Scripture, the Trinity, justification by faith alone, etc.  These major
doctrines are not merely matters of heterodoxy but heresy.  
This question of Israel is not even as important of the issue of baptism.  Those of different 
views can still have conferences together, worship and pray together though they may not 
be elders in a church together.  This view is a minor issue not a major issue.  You could have
two elders in a church who disagree and still both be elders in that church. I use the 
agreement of elders as an example because it is the place in the church where the most 
agreement is needed.  I know there have been Christians who have felt that they need to 
leave a church that disagrees with them on this point, this is wrong.  There are many who 
have radio shows who may have amped up this issue for you, but they are wrong to make it



an issue of division.  I trust that we can control ourselves and respect each other enough 
not to accuse those who differ with us of heresy, by definition a belief that by believing you 
are an apostate; Liberal, someone who does not hold the all the Bible to be the word of 
God; or Anti-Semitic, that is hating the Jewish race and one with Hitler and others.  There 
are good bible believing men in all three camps and it is ignorance and pride to think that 
those who differ with us on this question are so wrong that it merits division.

Secondly, please don’t allow the controversy to cloud the glorious mystery.  You will notice 
that Paul references the mystery in v25, ‘Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to 
understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.’  A mystery by Paul’s definition is a truth that had 
previously been hidden coming to light.  Paul is giving us this chapter to increase our 
worship and to come to a better appreciation of God’s wise working.  Paul makes a 
concluding statement to this chapter which summarises the mystery, v32, ‘For God has 
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.’  God in His wisdom brings 
salvation to the Gentiles out of Jewish sin, and out of the sin of envy brings Jewish 
salvation.  Paul wants you to marvel and wonder at the power and wisdom of our God that 
He can take evil and use it for good.  That just as He overturned the sin of Eden which we 
would expect to end in destruction He has caused millions to be saved to something greater 
than Adam lost.  
This is the main note that I hope to hit in this chapter.  Yes there will be controversy and 
discussion of different views, because avoiding error is our duty.  However, our goal in this 
chapter is not to get one up on those who disagree with us but to observe the glory of our 
Great God in salvation.  He takes the free sinful actions of men and overcomes them in His 
wisdom to produce salvation.  This is our confidence, not to encourage us to sin but to not 
lose hope when a child wanders from the faith, when a Christian is persecuted, when we are
the victims of crime or oppression, or when demonic influences in society seem to be 
prospering.  Our God is in control and brings good out of evil, who is able to work all things 
together for the good of those who love Christ.  So as we advance through this chapter and 
engage in some debates please know that my only goal is to bring us to the worship of the 
closing verses of this chapter: v33-36, 

‘Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 "For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?"
35 "Or who has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?"
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen.’  
                   
        


