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Texas Water Mission installs safe water system 
on Navajo Indian reservation in Utah 

The project ensures clean water for Navajo families during COVID-19 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas––In late May Texas Water Mission, which provides oversight, well drilling, 
financial support and strategic planning for pure water ministries, recently installed a safe 
water system in the Utah region of the Navajo Indian reservation at Montezuma Creek, UT. This 
project serves as a “beacon of light” in an otherwise dark time in our Nation making it especially 
newsworthy.   

 The water system, which consists of an underground cistern, a solar pump, and a water 
distribution system, will provide pure, clean water to a community center and church located 
on the reservation. Texas Water Mission planned to complete the project in the summer of 
2020 after several years of planning.  However, because of the publicity of the dire situation on 
the Navajo Indian Reservation, plans were expedited with the onset of COVID-19. The Mission 
became “Emergency Responders.” Securing a safe water source for the Navajo people became 
even more essential during this crisis on the Reservation.  

Native American families are 19 times less likely than their white counterparts to have running 
water in their homes. 40% of the families do not have access to pure water. (New words)  
Because of this, the Navajo reservation has the most cases per capita of COVID-19 in the entire 
United States. Lacking access to clean water contributes to the spread of COVID-19 due to 
decreased hand washing ability, an increased need to travel long distances to obtain clean 
water and a tendency to gather in larger-than-advised groups near any available water sources. 
Additionally, many Navajo families live in one home together, housing three generations, which 
raises the risk of spreading the virus among family members. The installation of a clean water 
system promotes good hygienic practices that help to slow or prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

In addition to installing a safe water system, Texas Water Mission partnered with Johns Hopkins 
Center for American Indian Health to provide approximately 30 hand washing stations and 
wellness boxes for families who have tested positive for COVID-19 in the Montezuma Creek, UT 
area. 
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“We believe that clean water is a right for all people,” Samantha McLelland, executive director 
of Texas Water Mission, said. “Installing this clean water system is the first step in addressing 
the many inequities that the Navajo people have faced. This project is truly a fulfillment of our 
Mission of loving our neighbor as ourselves and providing a beacon of light in a world that 
seems otherwise dark.”  
 
Texas Water Mission began its relationship with the Navajo Indian Reservation in 2018 through 
the Navajo Nation Episcopal Diocese. This is the first safe water project Texas Water Mission 
has completed on the Reservation. 
 
 
About Texas Water Mission 
Texas Water Mission is a San Antonio, TX-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides 
oversight, financial support, education and safe water solutions to communities in need. 
Founded in 2003, the organization’s projects have since provided 50,000 people with clean 
water and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) training. Currently, Texas Water Mission 
serves communities in Honduras having drilled 93 pure water wells, and now is in Haiti and the 
Navajo Nation in Utah.  
 

 

https://www.texaswatermission.org/



