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Celebrating a Saint:
Artemisia Bowden

History is written for Artemisia Bowden 45 
years after her departure. After action by 

both the House of Bishops and the House of 
Deputies at the 78th General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church, Bowden will now be 
listed among other saints of The Episcopal 
Church in “Holy women, Holy Men: 
Celebrating the Saints.” Bowden is the first 
saint from the Diocese of west Texas to earn 
this distinction.

The General Convention, which 
was held in Salt lake City, utah, 
June 25-July 3,  authorized 
Bowden’s addition among others 
to the Church Calendar with 
new and revised collects for 
commemorations. Bowden’s feast 
day is August 18.

Bowden is now a “Holy woman,” 
thanks in large part to Susan 
Ann Johnson, diocesan Historical 
Commission, who initiated the 
original resolution at Diocesan 
Council back in February 2012.

The ministry of Dr. Bowden stretches back to 
1902 when Bishop Steptoe Johnston brought 
her from North Carolina to take over the 
fledgling St. Philip’s School in San Antonio. 
The school had its roots in a sewing class 
for Black girls begun in 1897 that had been 
held in the rectory of St. Philip’s Church. 
Bowden oversaw the continual expansion 
of the school, seeking to develop and send 
forth, “true, God-fearing women, who are not 
ashamed of the truth and whose characters 
are spotless.”

By 1927, Bowden had succeeded in guiding 
the school to junior college status, and in 
1942 St. Philip’s Junior College joined with 
San Antonio Junior College to constitute the 
San Antonio union Junior College District, 
later renamed the Alamo Community College 
District.

Bowden devoted her entire life to serving 
God and assisting the Almighty in raising up 
worthy Christians. She anticipated success, 
never failure. “A person who has courage 
must be full of faith,” she said. “A goal is set 
for the purpose of achieving it.”

A Saint’s Day Celebration

The Dr. Artemisia Bowden diocesan chapter of 
the union of Black Episcopalians invites all to 
a historical event of celebration, a Memorial 
Thanksgiving Service for Artemisia Bowden 
on her designated feast day, Tuesday, August 
18, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at Christ Church, 
San Antonio. The uBE chapter founding 
membership plaques will be unveiled at this 
service. This is an opportunity to reach out 
to the community by bringing hope to many 
and thanking God for Bowden’s devotion as 
an Episcopalian, educator, and a civic leader.

The Rt. Rev. Jim Folts will serve as the 
celebrant for this memorial service. All clergy 
are invited to vest (alb and white stole).

Submitted by the Rev. Tony Regist. 


