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INTRODUCTION

I feel very privileged to be here this morning to preach for the induction service for Mark 
today.  He and I are good friends and have high hopes for a greater interaction between our
churches.  We have been praying for Gleniti and the Pavelkas for a while and couldn’t be 
more pleased for you both.  I hope you know the incredible gift you have in Mark.  Mark and
his wife are an incredible couple and servants of the Lord, there are very few people that I 
respect more.  Who do you know of who has gone not to one mission field but two?  They 
have learnt two new cultures, two new languages and prepared themselves for service 
twice, these are actions that speak for themselves, and I count Gleniti to be very privileged 
to have such a wonderful couple serve here.  

That is enough flattery let us get now into the word.  An induction service is a momentous 
occasion, the beginning of a very important relationship between pastor and church.  So 
today I would like to divide my sermon into two parts, firstly, I would like to address the 
church and speak to you about what sort of expectations you should have, in particular I 
want to highlight the most important aspect of the pastoral task.  Secondly, I will be 
addressing the man himself in light of that most important task.  

The gift

What is the most important task of the pastor?  To preach the word!  We live in a day where
this truth is being challenged.  We live in a day where multimedia is seen as a superior 
means of communication and is felt to surpass the man in the pulpit.  We live in a day when
people don’t like to be told anything in an authoritative way and always have to be managed
and to be made to feel that it was their own idea.  Even within Christianity there is a 
mindset that the word is not actually the sword of the Spirit, but that the Spirit and the word
are opposed and so experiences, worship, the gifts and many other secondary things are 
put forward to replace the faithful preaching of the word of God.  Add to this the fact that 
we are all brain dead through constant overstimulation and entertainment so that many of 
us hardly ever touch a non-fiction book any more.  And you have a perfect environment for 
the preaching of God’s word to be seen as archaic, second best, optional, even unspiritual.

I would like to emphasize today that when you get the gift of a pastor you are primarily 
getting the gift of a teacher of God’s word, and this is something you must insist upon.  I 
am using the word ‘gift’ quite deliberately because this is how the bible puts it in Eph. 4:11-
16, ‘And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.’  Please notice that 



there are gifts Christ has given to the church upon ascending into heaven, apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.  There is a possibility that the last two should 
be combined into a single office of pastor-teacher.  Notice as well how each and every one 
of these gifts is the gift of a man who preaches God’s word in one way or another.  The 
offices of the apostle and prophet have ceased, Paul tells us in Eph. 2:20 that those are 
foundation building offices, offices used to give us the biblical revelation which we now have
and no one can add to.  The foundation has been built and we now build upon it with 
evangelists, pastors and teachers.  Passing on from one generation to the next the things 
that the apostles and prophets wrote down for us.  And notice this wonderful picture in Eph.
4 of how the church grows, Christ pours out His grace through these teaching officers who 
speak the truth in love which stimulates the growth and the body grows and continues to 
minister to itself as it is served through these teaching offices.  Do you want church growth?
Then pay close attention to these verses, they tell you how, through the gifts of pastors who
teach the word.

Church this is what you must insist on from Mark, that He preach the word.  If you look at 
the differences between deacons and elders in the list of their qualifications in 1 Tim. 3 you 
will see that the only difference is that the elder must be able to teach.  If you look at Acts 6
at the original reason why deacons were created, it was so that the elders of the church, the
apostles at that time could commit themselves exclusively to the word and to prayer.    

Preaching we know is foolishness to the world but the church has historically acknowledged 
it to be a means of grace to the church.  Think about your church service for a moment and 
think about how it all orients around the word.  When we sing in psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs to one another, we are singing the truths of the word; when we pray we pray
those prayer requests that are in line with the word and trust in the promises of the word; 
when we give our gifts to the Lord’s work we are supporting the work of the word both at 
home and abroad; when we practice baptism and the Lord’s Supper we are observing the 
visible representations of the word, proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes; and of 
course when we hear the word of God explained.  The Word is the Sword of the Spirit and 
Christ washes His brides with the water of the Lord and prays that God would sanctify His 
disciples by that same word.  We come together every Sunday to be served by God through 
His word that we might be enabled to be obedient to that word.  

God has appointed that through the spoken word His grace will be poured out into the lives 
of His people.  The nature of ministry as the spoken word is captured in the words 
‘ambassadors,’ ‘heralds’, ‘witness’, ‘proclaim’, ‘preach,’ etc.  This monologue approach might 
seem boring to those who want entertainment, unspiritual to those who forget that the word
is the sword of the Spirit, and ineffective to those who look at the world’s ways of getting 
results, but this is what the Lord has appointed, and this is what He will bless. God often 
uses humble means to bring His glory into our lives.  Think of the humble manger where 
Jesus was born, the humble family that He was born in, the humble upbringing He had, a 3 
½ year ministry limited to a small area in an oppressed country and died a criminals death.  
Yet this is the way God changes the world, overturns history and brings in the new age.  
Similarly God uses these strange and unexpected means to grow His church.  Men of 
average intelligence and gifts used by God to perform miracles greater than Jesus performed
where by their faltering lips the Spirit blesses the truth to cause sinners who are dead to 
come to life.  

Millionaire at the coffee shop illustration:



If you want to be a Spirit filled church you have to be a word saturated church.  This can be 
seen in the way Paul sees being Spirit filled and filled with the word of Christ as 
interchangeable in Eph. 5:18-20, ‘And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and 
for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’  And Col. 3:16-17, 
‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.’  The ideas of being filled with the Spirit
and letting the word dwell in you richly are saying the same thing in two different ways.  
This is why you want a man who will preach the word, this is why you must see the gift of a
pastor as the gift of preaching the word, and as a church you must insist that Mark is freed 
up to fulfil this, his main responsibility which is to preach the word.  

If you have a man committed to the word, which I believe Mark is then you will gain all the 
other gifts intended to be in a pastor.  For example, a pastor is also a gift of authority.  
That’s right, authority.  You see God gives you elders to take authority in the church, but 
there are different types of authority, some good and some bad.  The authority of a pastor is
declarative not legislative.  In other words, your conscience as a Christian cannot be bound 
by any authority other than the word of God.  You don’t obey your elders because they say, 
‘I told you so,’ but only because through careful teaching they have demonstrated that the 
bible says that this is way all Christians are to act.  The pastor’s authority is declarative not 
legislative, only binding insofar as it is the teaching of scripture.  For this reason you want a 
man who is given to the word and continually studying it.  
The gift of discernment, the gift of leadership, the gift of prayer and of concern are all 
informed by his commitment to the word.  So let me urge you as a church to protect his 
time that he can study the word, and allow him to bring you the word on Sundays.  Make 
attending church and sitting under that word a priority as you recognise that it is a primary 
means that God uses to minister to your soul.  Pray for the ministry of the word each week 
that as God sows His word among you that the Spirit would use it to heal, break down and 
rebuild, to convert, to sanctify, to assure and do the many other things that the word was 
given to do.  It is a fire, a hammer and sword among us.  

The responsibility

It is clear what the pastor’s responsibility is then Mark, you are to preach the word.  Let me 
draw our attention to the last chapter that Paul ever wrote before he was martyred, 1 Tim. 
4:1-5.  Please notice the context, the famous passage where Paul talks about Timothy’s 
familiarity and upbringing upon the word, and the important statement about all scripture 
being God breathed and sufficient to equip the man of God for every good work.  And then 
in light of this, probably as the last thing Paul had an opportunity to say to Timothy he gives
him a charge, ‘I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and 
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be
sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.’  

Firstly, notice the solemn tone as Paul uses a legally oriented word, ‘charge’ to impress upon
Timothy the binding and serious nature of his ministry.  How Paul turns Timothy’s attention 



to God and Christ who we will have to stand before as judge once we have finished running 
our race.  Secondly, Paul gives Timothy his charge, ‘Preach the word’ this word preach 
comes from the word for herald.  Timothy is not to declare the message of men or his own 
imagination but God’s word.  Thirdly, notice that Paul tells Timothy how to do it, ‘Be ready in
season and out of season.’  The word ready means with urgency, in other words preach with
an attitude equal to the eternal things you are talking about, or as Richard Baxter put it, 
preach as a dying man to dying men.  And this at every opportunity, convenient or 
inconvenient.  But next Paul says he is to, ‘reprove, rebuke and exhort.’  This means tailoring
the word of God to each need, some will need convincing and argument, others in sin will 
need rebuke, those who are fainthearted or weary will need exhortations.  All must be done 
with ‘complete patience.’  This is vital because it is the Lord who gives the increase to the 
ministry of the word and we are merely to faithfully sow it and wait on God for His results 
remembering that He not us has the power to change hearts.  Paul is letting on that he 
knows that the pastor has the difficult task of shepherding donkeys sometimes.  ‘And 
teaching.’  In other words, you don’t just tell them what to do and believe but give deep 
explanations that answer questions and give detail.  
V3-4 remind us of the problem which insist on a faithful preaching of the word, ‘For the time
is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths.’  
V5 ends with more directives in light of these realities.  ‘sober-minded’ that is clear headed, 
focused, undistracted, having your head in the game.  ‘endure suffering’ for this is an 
inevitable side effect when serving others and being faithful.  ‘do the work of an evangelist,’ 
the gospel reaching the lost must always be a priority in any ministry.  ‘fulfill your ministry,’ 
fulfil all the obligations of your task, in word, action, prayer and motive.  

In conclusion then.  What is most important thing you need from a pastor?  The word!  
What is the most important charge to the pastor?  Preach the word.  Our prayer for you at 
CGBC is that you will be a word loving word fed congregation, and that by this you will be 
fully equipped and Spirit filled for every good work.                      
     


