
Beloved People of the Diocese of West Texas,

On behalf of the Nominating Committee for our Bishop Coadjutor, the Standing Committee of the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas is pleased to submit our slate of nominees.

The Rev. Ripp Hardaway - Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
The Rev. Alex Montes-Vela - Episcopal Diocese of Texas

The Rev. Dr. David G. Read - Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

Over the course of this process, we hoped to present a slate of nominees that would all be qualified to serve
the Diocese of West Texas as our next bishop. We believe that through the faithful and diligent work of
discernment–with an extraordinary pool of potential nominees and anchored in the Diocesan Profile
published by the Executive Board with survey input from across the diocese–Alex, David, and Ripp fit that
description on many levels.

The Committee has published a Meet the Nominees booklet to provide insight into the ministry of each of
these fine individuals and to help all of us discern who is being called to serve as our next Bishop. A Spanish
translation of this booklet will be made available in January 2023. It includes a brief statement from each
nominee about their call to continue in this process as well as selections from their profile with the Office of
Transition Ministry of The Episcopal Church to give a snapshot of each person’s ministry, video greetings from
the nominee, and links to sermons they have selected as examples of their preaching. We hope it will give
you a good introduction to the slate that will be presented for the election on February 18th.

As a diocese, our work of discernment continues. As we prepare for the Discernment Forums taking place
January 27-29, please continue to pray for this process, for our delegates to Council 2023, and for the
Standing Committee as we discern together for our future.

If you will serve as a delegate to Diocesan Council in February, make time to pray for our nominees and
carefully consider the information presented in this booklet. As you read, listen, and pray, know that God is
continuing to work in this process and be present in the election and transition that will come next.

I would like to extend a special word of gratitude to all those who have served as part of the Bishop
Nominating Committee. Thank you for your wise and discerning work with the Holy Spirit in this unique task
and for offering your gifts and insight throughout.

Please continue to keep all of our nominees and their families in your prayers, and may God continue to
bless us in the months ahead. I’m grateful to be a part of this diocese, and I look forward to our future
together. God bless each and every one of you in our life together as the Diocese of West Texas.

Peace,
Ben+

The Rev. Dr. Ben Nelson
President of the Standing Committee
dwtxdiscernment2023@gmail.com


