
Sermon 56: Revelation 20:7-15: The end of all things

OUTLINE

Satan’s judgement
Final judgement

INTRODUCTION

God’s vindication is a very important theme in Scripture, that God seeks to show His power, 
holiness and justice and all His perfections, and to demonstrate it in fulfilling His promises of
judgement upon sin.  We can think of that statement by Paul that in salvation God seeks to 
be just and the justifier.  In other words, God cannot overlook sin and forgive it, He cannot 
credit us as righteous unless He first actually deals with our sins, and this He did in our 
substitute.  Justice is served and the sinner saved, in this way God presents His glory to all 
of creation.  We come now to that time in the book of Revelation and the whole bible where
every enemy, every sin, anything that has resisted God’s reign will be dealt with.  We come 
to the time when God’s patience for so long will be fully appreciated when the true nature of
all things is revealed and God finally acts to make all things new.  The end of all things is a 
court of law.  It is not merely a renovation and wiping away of the past it is a day of 
reckoning where every evil deed will be brought to light and given its due.  Every demonic 
act of defiance answered, every act of satan to destroy undone, every sin against the law of 
God punished, every tear caused by the acts of men avenged, every cry for justice 
answered, every innocent saint persecuted and killed will be vindicated.  The end of all 
things as recorded in Rev. 20:7-15 begins with then judgement of satan and ends with the 
judgement of all people.

Satan’s judgement

 We have shown that the millennium which is mentioned in only 1 chapter of the bible in the
most symbolic book is not a one off prophecy of a future 1000 year literal millennial 
kingdom with Christ ruling from Jerusalem, with some resurrected people living amongst 
some unsaved people, and then this time comes to an end before the third coming of Christ 
puts satan down for good.  No we have shown that this vision of satan being bound is with 
reference to his ability to unite humanity, the seed of the serpent, to wipe out the church.  
God promises to restrict his abilities to crush the church and prevent the church from 
preaching the gospel.  However, there will be an intensification of trials just before the end.  
Just before the end there will be a final push by the devil to try and crush the church.  It is 
this time that is being described in v7-10.  

V7-8, ‘And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.’  The battle of 
Armageddon is what is being described here, the end time collaboration of the beast, the 
false prophet, the kings and their armies and the devil all uniting to crush the church.  These
verses are to be read in parallel with 16:13-21 and 19:19-21.  Each of these passages adds 
details to our overall picture.  Notice especially the detail of rev. 16.
V13, the devil influences the nations to wage war against the church by demonic influences. 
In other words although 20:7-8 speaks only about the devil we need to remember that he is
not going to be marching around in the form of a dragon or appearing as an angel but in his
typical fashion acting through his agents.  
V14, 16, notice how here also the kings their armies are gathered for war.



V15, you will notice that this verse situates this vision at the second coming by v15.
V17-21, notice the language of things being finished and the old creation being destroyed 
before the remaking of the new creation.  
20:7-10 is choosing to isolate satan from the rest in order to draw our attention to God’s 
actions in judging him.  We must appreciate this detailed approach to describing the second 
coming.  For not only is satan judged, but his demonic supporters, plus the human agents 
who follow him, plus the civilization he builds.  All of this is put on display for our 
encouragement but also to show how God’s justice lets no sin off the hook.  

Having established that these texts are talking about the same end time battle as ch. 16 and
19 lets add other details from the bible to these events.  How will the devil gather the 
nations?  We are told by Paul that through the man of lawlessness, God will judge those 
who reject Christ, and there will be satanic deceptions, 2 Thess. 2:7-12, ‘For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the 
way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the 
breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of 
the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 
and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may 
believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’  Please appreciate that the devil did not break out but 
God in His power released Him.  And please notice that God uses the devil for the purpose 
of judgement. 
Please notice in v7 the mention of one restraining, this has been thought to be the angel, 
likely Michael who bound the devil in 20:1-3.  At the end of the 1000 years, which is a 
symbolic number, that restraint will be removed and this will result in a time of satanic 
deception.  I am suggesting along with others that 20:7-8 is describing the releasing of 
satan for this end time deception and persecution; that this release will be the cause of the 
rise of the man of sin and deception that comes just before the end.  In other words, the 
rise of the antichrist is the manifestation of the releasing of satan and that this is not after 
the second coming but what precedes it.  
So here is a chronology of events:
Unbinding of satan
Uprising of the beast and false prophet in collaboration with Babylon
Destruction of Babylon
Uniting of the nations against the church
Apparent victory of satan and impending defeat of the church
Second coming of Christ
Resurrection of all dead
The final judgement of all enemies, kings, armies, beast, false prophet, death and the devil.

We see that the nations are described as Gog and Magog.  Now this is a reference taken 
from Ezek. 38-39.  These ancient enemies of God’s people are now used as symbols of end 
time enemies.  These are used appropriately as they were the enemies of God that were to 
threaten Israel at the time of her restoration as the church is on the cusp of the New 
Creation, and for the vindication of God’s name which is the purpose of the final judgement. 
(some Dispensationalists continue to see Gog, the so called prince of Rosh as the leader of 
modern day Russia, that Meshech is a reference to Moscow, and Tubal is the province of 
Tobolsk.  This has been shown to be false seen ‘Rosh’ means head or chief but the word 
Russia derives from a Scandinavian word ‘rus’ introduced into Ukraine in the middle ages.  
And Meshech and Tubal have been attested as Mushku and Tabal areas in Turkey not 



Russia.)  Any attempt to link this with Russia is wayward and out of sync with the symbolic 
use of OT enemies of God’s people.

I should probably warn you of some weird views that you may encounter if you do any 
research on this issue.  When it makes reference to their number being like the sand of the 
sea, some have claimed that there is a resurrection of the unbelieving dead.  In other 
words, in our day of zombiephilia you may find Christians latching onto and popularizing this
notion.  John Gill was one who taught it.  

V9, ‘And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them.’  One of 
the important features of how Revelation uses the OT is to appreciate that the borrowing of 
the images creates a very Israelocentric, Jerusalemocentric, and templocentric picture of the
church.  We see the church identified with Israel in being called the 144000, with Jerusalem 
in 21:9-10, and with the temple in Ch. 11.  The pictures of the camp of the saints reminds 
us of the times when Israel was moving around with the Tabernacle (Deut. 23:14), and the 
beloved city is of course a reference to Jerusalem which in Revelation is identified with the 
church.  These statements combine two different times in two descriptions of the church. 
The final battle of the ages, the united push by the devil to wipe out the church is pictured 
as a huge army surrounding Jerusalem.  It has also been pictured as a battle at mount 
Megiddo, and the trampling of the outer courts and the holy city.  All of these events echo 
OT battles and times of great distress for God’s people.  I do not think that the whole church
at the time of Christ will be in Jerusalem and that it will end with the whole world coming to 
Israel to kill the church.  No this is a picture of the united worldwide last attempt to wipe out
the church and only God knows exactly what form that will take.      

V10, ‘and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where
the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever.’  Just in the case of the recording of the judgement of the beast and false prophet, the 
agents are destroyed but special mention is made of being cast into the lake of fire for 
satan.  Finally, the hell that was prepared for the devil and his angels is put into action.  The
beast and false prophet will be there, 19:20, those whose names are not in the lamb’s book 
of life will be there, 20:15, and the devil will be there 20:10. The followers of satan will 
suffer torment forever, as will the beast, the false prophet and the devil.  The devil will 
finally receive his due, and all who follow him in rejecting God will partake in his sufferings.  
To be in league with satan does not mean you have to be a Satanist, all you have to do is 
listen to the anti-God sentiment of the spirit of the age.  You can be moral, a volunteer in 
charities, yet reject Christ and be in league with satan’s rebellion.  Any rejection of Christ in 
pursuit of any other truth or religion is a deception of satan’s and a means of him dragging 
you along with him in his judgement.  

Final judgement

All of the events of the trumpet sounding, the dead in Christ rising, Christians receiving their
resurrection bodies in the twinkling of an eye, the raising of the unbelievers that even the 
eyes of those who pierced Him would mourn, all of these events are left unordered for us as
the next vision confronts us with the throne of judgement.  The conquering King has come 
with His armies and defeated them in battle, now the final act is to judge all those who 
rebelled with the devil and divide the spoils with His army.  



V11, ‘Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.’  We have seen the throne that 
rules the universe in chapters 4-5.  We saw the many judgements of Revelation flowing from
that throne at the hand of Christ.  All those judgements were temporary and warnings, now 
the final judgement to issue from that throne has arrived.  It is a white throne to indicate 
God’s holiness and it is great to indicate the finality of this judgement.  The notion of 
creation fleeing from His presence is a telling one.  God told Moses that human flesh could 
not look upon God’s glory and live.  So God has always hidden Himself, sinners would be 
instantly vaporized by His holiness.  In that last day there will be an unveiling of God’s glory 
that will literally undo creation.  The manifestation of His glory will not merely cause all to 
fall on the ground like at the dedication of Solomon’s temple, this is an event that no created
thing can endure.  There is a sense not only unveiling but also of wrath, a wrath before 
which nothing can stand.  There will be no cocky or witty or accusing rebels, nothing will be 
able to stand before the infinite power of His glory and the fury of His wrath.  

V12, ‘And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.’  We see next all
the dead resurrected and standing before God’s throne.  This is in fulfilment of Daniel 12:1-
2, ‘"At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that 
time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 
written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’  Notice that God’s 
people are delivered because their names are in the book.  Revelation reveals it is the book 
of life, and the book of the lamb 13:8, 17:8.  We see in v15 that all whose names are in the 
Lamb’s book will not go to the lake of fire, ‘And if anyone's name was not found written in 
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.’  And all who do not belong to the 
Shepherd, who have not beckoned to His call to repent and be saved, to all who have run 
from Him and not to Him for mercy.  They will be judged by their works and sent to hell.  

V13, ‘And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.’  
All who have died on land or at sea will be resurrected.  Whether your body is burned at the
stake, eaten by fish, or donated to medical science, you will be resurrected, and have to 
face judgement.  Death is no refuge from this fate.  Remember God raised Jesus from the 
dead as a proof that He can raise you to judge you one day.  There is no escape.  Our only 
hope is to turn to Christ in this day of mercy before the judgement comes, or before we die.
Heb. 9:27, ‘And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.’  
We are all raised to be judged according to our works, both Christians and unbelievers, but 
the difference is that our names are also in the Lamb’s book.  All those who are not 
believers will have to give an account to God for every sin and have nothing to offer for 
payment or satisfaction of justice.  They will have no advocate to plead their case and will 
know that they are guilty and their mouths will be stopped.  On that day more than on any 
other their sins will be apparent.  Next to God’s holiness they will cry, ‘Woe is me I am 
undone!’  their actions will condemn them.  Every sin will be recorded and every good deed 
will be shown to be poisoned by their rebellion and selfishness, they will be seen to be sinful
through and through in ways they could never conceive.  Every unbeliever will come to 
know himself and hate himself in a way never before known.  And the fear will be 
unbearable, the exposure will be torture, they will beg for mountains to fall on them to hide 
them from the wrath of the Lamb.  But the believer, whose name is in the Lamb’s book can 
be confident.  I am sure there will be tears as our hay, stubble and straw are burned away, 



but we will be His and it will be clear by our resurrection bodies that we are His.  All the 
guilt of our sins is paid in full by His all sufficient sacrifice, and we will be dressed in His 
righteousness on that day. No part of us will be unfit to dwell in eternal fellowship with the 
perfectly holy God.  Our works will be weighed for rewards.  Listen to 11:18 which combines
the judgement of the unbeliever, the rewarding of the believer and the destroying of satanic 
powers, ‘The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, 
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, 
both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth."’  

V14, ‘Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire.’  Death and the place that held the dead will themselves be destroyed as the last
enemy of death is destroyed.  

In the garden of Eden God promised that death would come to all who rebelled against His 
law.  Here God is fulfilling His judgement and then does away with death itself.  It will never 
have opportunity again to violate or taint His New Creation.  Every sin judged, every sinner 
removed, every evil power crushed in defeat and vengeance, and God’s power triumphant, 
His justice vindicated, His love satisfied, His patience displayed, His wisdom manifest, His 
holiness forcefully impressed upon every mind, and God is glorified in every possible way.  
Every saved sinner a salvaged trophy of grace from a wreck that should have been 
extinguished in Eden.  But from that smoking wreck God has saved for Himself a people to 
be eternally holy and heaped judgement upon His enemies.   


