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Governor Susan Yap high fives with kiddos at Alvindia-Aguso Central 
Elementary School during the feeding program by the provincial 
government./Photo by Tarlac PIO

PNP establishes 88 
Reformation Centers in 
Central Luzon

CI T Y  O F  S A N 
F E R N A N D O , 

Pampanga - Philippine 
National Police (PNP) was 
able to establish 88 Bahay 
Pagbabago Reformation 
Centers in Central Luzon 
during the first 100 days of 
President Duterte.

“ They provide an 
alternate course of action 
towards suspected drug 
users and pushers who vol-
untarily submitted them-
selves wherein they will be 
treated as residents not as 
law offenders,” PNP Deputy 
Chief of Regional Oper-
ations Division P/Supt.
Donato Bait said.

The centers offer moral 
recovery programs and 
skills training for drug sur-

renderees.
59 more are being con-

structed and will be 
completed in the coming 
months.

Relative to this, Bait 
reported that they have 
conducted 2,293 operations 
from July to September this 
year that resulted in the 
arrest of 1,057 users and 
2,349 pushers.

“We have also confis-
cated 33.2 kilos of Shabu, 
43.6 kilos of Marijuana, 
and 2.46 kilos of Cocaine 
with an estimate amount of 
Php10 million. Also seized 
in these operations were 
41 high-powered and 282 
low-powered firearms,” he 
disclosed. (CLJD-PIA 3)

Cont. on page 7

Philippine and U.S. Service Members Strengthen 
Partnerships, Improve Disaster Response
Manila — Through mud and rain, after repairing 

schools, firing artillery, conducting flight oper-
ations and disaster preparedness training, Philippine 
and U.S. service members are now better prepared to 
respond to natural disasters and security threats in 
the region.  This is the result of Philippine Amphib-
ious Landing Exercise 33 (PHIBLEX), completed as 
scheduled on Oct. 11.

During PHIBLEX, Philippine and U.S. service 
members built upon a long and productive history 

of joint military exercises that enhance interopera-
bility, strengthen partnerships, and improve disaster 
response.  The interoperability of Philippine and 
U.S. troops guarantees a more rapid response to 
natural disasters such as Super Typhoon Haiyan 
and the Bohol earthquake, saving lives and reducing 
suffering.

Philippine and U.S. Marines also practiced an 
amphibious landing at Subic Bay, using assault 
amphibious vehicles to move 
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claims vs. Duterte?
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10 TRADOC Officers 
promoted to Major
Capas, Tarlac - A total of 10 Captains of the Philippine 

Army’s Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) were 
promoted to the rank of Major.

TRADOC Commander Brigadier General Herminigildo 
Francisco Aquino led the donning of ranks to Captain Marvin 
Caspillo, Ace Ronald Ampong, Jeremy Damonsong, Tim Clavel, 
Ricardo Sideno III, Amorito Saludez, Jimmy Guinanoy, Alberto 
Gayo, Ariel Marquez, and Sharon Orbon.

Aquino said the promotion is recognition of their hard work 
and dedication to duty.

“Your promotion is another hallmark of professional soldiery 
that we exemplify. I exhort you to lead others to contribute to 
the fulfillment of TRADOC’s mission and thus fulfill the Army’s 
vision and mission,” he furthered. (CLJD/TJBM-PIA 3)

City heads participate 
in Lakbay Aral
Tarlac City (CIO) — The 

technical working group 
composed of the different city 
department heads went to 
Baliwag, Bulacan on October 
12, 2016 to observe and learn 
about the septage manage-
ment scheme of Baliwag Water 
District.

The educational trip famil-
iarized the said officials with 
the objectives of BWD to assist 
them in the formulation of the 
implementing rules and regula-
tions of Tarlac City Ordinance 
No. 006-16, “An Ordinance Pro-
mulgating the Septage Manage-
ment Program for the City of 
Tarlac.”

BWD Sewerage and Sanita-
tion Head, Engr. Ma. Victoria 
Signo, explained that the local 
ordinance of Baliwag regarding 
the development of a septage 
treatment plant has its legal 
bases such as the Presidential 
Decree No. 198 which mandates 
all water districts to provide 
water and water wastes facili-
ties in their jurisdiction.

The Philippine Clean 
Water Act likewise directs the 
formation of sewerage and 
septage management program 
nationwide. The Supreme Court 
also issued a mandamus to all 
provinces around Manila Bay 
to implement programs that 
will clean up, rehabilitate and 
preserve the said iconic bay.

The BWD Septage Treatment 
Plant is located at Barangay San 
Roque in the westernmost part 
of Baliwag, Bulacan. The devel-
opment of the said facility aims 
to provide sanitation service in 
the most cost-effective, healthy 
work environment and environ-
mentally responsive method.

The desludging cycle is 
normally every five years. In 
Baliwag, BWD concession-
aires may request for desludg-
ing before the five-year cycle 
with a fee of Php1,500.00 per 
cubic meter. For non-conces-
sionaires within the franchise 
area of BWD, a minimum fee of 
Php2,500.00 will be paid.

The technical working group 

assigned in the formulation of 
the IRR will likewise be directly 
involved in information dissem-
ination, including the objec-
tives, legality, scope and guide-
lines, to the 76 barangays here.

The technical working group 
consists of City Legal Officer 
Atty. Joselito Castro, City Health 
Officer Dr. Ma. Carmela Go, 
Jose Leandro Ibarra of the CHO 
Environmental Health and San-
itation Unit, OIC of the City 
Engineer’s Office Engr. Reginald 
Magsino, CEO Building 
Official Engr. Jesus Cawigan, 
Jr., OIC of the City Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
Office Maximo Gamido, Engr. 
Albert Tañedo (CENRO), Teddy 
Villamil of Mayor’s Office, 
Head of the Building Permit 
and Licensing Division Lorina 
Ledesma, Chrislett Nicdao 
(CHO-EHSU), and OIC of the 
Planning and Programming 
Section Engr. Tristan Gozum./
Tarlac CIO

Mayor Cristy Angeles and City Administrator Vladimir Mata with Senate Committee Chairman on Local 
Government Juan Edgardo “Sonny” Angara III for the Tarlac City Anti-Dangerous Drug Summit here 
at Aquino Center, San Miguel, Tarlac City./Tarlac CIO

Phl Army tops shoot 
o l y m p i c s  a m o n g 
uniformed personnel
CAPAS, Tarlac - Philippine Army (PA) topped the recently 

concluded AFP-PNP-PCG (Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines-Philippine National Police-Philippine Coast Guard) 
Shooting Combat Olympics which was held at Camp O’Donnell.

Training and Doctrine Command Commander Brigadier 
General Herminigildo Francisco Aquino said the annual com-
petition seeks to bring out the competitive, camaraderie and 
spirit-de-corps among the three armed uniform services.

PA ranked Number 1 in the Over-All Pistol Championship 
Match followed by Philippine Air Force (PAF), Philippine Navy 
(PN), and Philippine Coast Guard (PCG).

PA likewise topped the Over-All Rifle Championship Match 
followed by PAF, PCG and PN.

“To the winners, victory must be tempered with humility,” 
Aquino said.

PA is set to compete in the 26th ASEAN Armies Rifle Meet 
which will be held in Camp O’Donnell from November 21 to 
December 7. (CLJD/TJBM PIA-3)

PCIC, city government award 
crop insurance claims to farmers
Tarlac City —The Philippine Crop 

Insurance Corporation released 
insurance claims to 50 farmers here on 
October 11, 2016 through Mayor Maria 
Cristina Angeles and the City Agricultur-
ist’s Office.

PCIC President Atty. Jovy Bernabe and 

Regional Manager Myrna Balingit handed over the 
checks to help the farmers cope with their losses due 
to damaged crops brought about by recent heavy rains 
in the city.

PCIC is a government owned and controlled corpo-
ration attached to the Department of Agriculture which 
gives insurance protection to farmers or agricultural 
producers against losses arising from natural calami-
ties, plant diseases and plant infestations.

Councilor Abel Basangan, Councilor Ricky Diolazo 
and City Administrator Vlademir Mata attended the 
awarding of insurance claims to show support to the 
city’s agricultural development program.

According to City Agriculturist Susan Concepcion, 
PCIC will continue the monitoring of damaged crops 
in 62 agricultural barangays./Tarlac CIO
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trafficking 3 minors in Angeles City
ANGELES CITY - Two 

suspects in cyber-sex 
trafficking of three minors in 
this city were convicted after 
the court found them guilty 
beyond reasonable doubt 
and were sentenced to suffer 
a straight penalty of 15 years 
imprisonment and pay a fine 
of PHP500, 000.

They were Lyan A. Tandeg 
and Shellina A. Nisperos, 
who have been arrested for 
producing child pornographic 
materials and pimping three 
minor girls, one 8-year-old 
and two 11-year-old.

The victims were rescued 
from the abusive hand of the 
convicts in a rescue operation 
last November 2015 by the 
National Bureau of Investi-
gation-Cyber Crime Division 
(NBI-CD) and are now safe 
under the care of the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) in 
Pampanga.

The International Justice 

Mission (IJM) said this 
resulted from the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s 
“Operation Swift Traveler,” 
which passed information 
on the criminal activities of 
the convicts to the NBI-CD.

The investigation revealed 
that convicts have been 
offering each of the minor 
for sexual cyber services to 
customers outside the country 
in the amount of PHP3,000.

IJM said the convicts 
conducted illicit enterprise by 
advertising the minors’ nude 
and sexually explicit photos 
and selling the same to sexual 
predators living in the United 
States.

“The minors victimized in 
this case were invited to go to 
a hotel and were only given 
PHP300 to PHP500 to pose 
for lewd photographs. They 
were scared that they would 
never be returned to their 
families if they did not comply 
with their abusers,” IJM said.

The conviction came less 
than a year after the arrest 
of the perpetrators with 
memorandum of agreement 
executed by all the parties 
to enforce the payment of 
damages to the victims with 
the approval of the court.

This demonstrates the 
growing capacity of the justice 
system to quickly adjudicate 
human trafficking cases.

IJM is a global organization 
that protects the poor from 
violence. It partners with local 
authorities to rescue victims 
of violence, bring criminals to 
justice, restore survivors, and 
strengthen justice systems.

The largest non-prof-
it organization of its kind, 
IJM combats bonded labor, 
sex trafficking, property 
grabbing and sexual violence, 
working in nearly 20 commu-
nities throughout South and 
Southeast Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. (PNA)/FPV/
zst/JM

Army prepares for influx of visitors to 
mega rehab center in Nueva Ecija
FORT RAMON MAGSAYSAY, 

Palayan City, Nueva Ecija - 
The Philippine Army 7th Infantry 
Division (7ID-PA), as caretaker 
of this vast military reservation 
that hosts a 10,000 bed-capacity 
mega drug treatment and reha-
bilitation center (TRC), is laying 
down all actions in preparation 
for the expected influx of visitors.

1Lt. Catherine Hapin, head of 
the Division Public Affairs Office 
(DPAO) said that while the facil-
ity’s security is directly managed 
by the Department of Health 
(DOH), the army must be ready 
for the entry of civilians to its 
premises.

The TRC is located on a 
10-hectare area, including portion 
of its firing range, which can be 
reached through the camp’s gates.

“We are planning and doing 
some measures to heighten our 
security not because for the 
facility but for our camp. Once the 
drug depedents start to transfer 
here, we are expecting influx 
of visitors, she said, adding the 
military security must not be 
compromised.  

This developed as soldiers and 
workers involved in building the 
facility have expressed happiness 

that their efforts are part of a great 
change, particularly in re-shap-
ing the lives of victims of illegal 
drugs.

“We are happy because we 
have a big role in this drug rehab 
center although we are not the 
lead agency. But, being part of 
it, we are more than willing to 
perform aside from alloting 
lot and helping in the security,” 
Hapin said.

Dermie Fermin, resident of 
Barangay Nazareth, Gen. Tinio, 
which is a village situated at this 
camp’s south gate, said he and 
fellow workers were willing to 
work overtime if only to make 
sure that the facility will be ready 
soonest.

He said they can even work 
24/7. Besides earning a living, 
he said, they are proud in being 
part of change.

According to the DOH, the  
10,000 bed-capacity facility is 
expected to open in November. 

Chinese philanthropist Huang 
Rulun “who has no business 
interest in the Philippines,” 
donated the TRC,according to 
Health Secretary Paulyn Ubial. 
(PNA)/FPV/ZST/MEG

VP Robredo cites importance of 
museums as she opens ‘Museo 
ng Kasaysayang Pampulitika ng 
Pilipinas’ in Malolos City

MALOLOS 
C I T Y , 

Bulacan - Vice 
President Leni 
Robredo on 
Tuesday cited 
the importance 
of museums to 
ensure that 
dark parts of 
history like 
the martial law 
period would 
not happen 
again.

R o b r e d o , 

who graced 
the opening of 
the “Museo ng 
Kasaysayang 
Pampul it ika 
ng Pilipinas” 
at the Casa 
Real Shrine 
here, said the 
l e s s o n s  o f 
history should 
be the guiding 
light that will 
always make 
t he  p e ople 
stand up for 

their rights and 
justice.

The  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
said that the 
c o u n t r y ’ s 
colorful quests 
for freedom 
wil l  a lways 
resurface every 
time there is 
darkness.

“It happened 
dur ing  t he 
Philippine rev-
olution against 

Spain and during the time of 
martial rule after the death of 
former Senator Benigno Aquino 
that sparked the Edsa ‘People’s 
Power’ revolution,” she said.

The museum features modern 
graphic technology and life-size 
dioramas that will virtually zap 
visitors to the early times of the 
datus and rajas as well as their 
traditions, culture and weapons.

In one corner, life-size images 
of Katipuneros will bring visitors 
to the time of the Biak-na-Bato 
republic in the mountains of San 
Miguel.

The Biak-na-bato republic is 
one of the three republics 
born in Bulacan. The other 
two are the Republic of 
Real de Kakarong in Pandi 
and the Malolos Republic.

Governor Wilhelmino 
M. Sy-Alvarado said that 
the museum focuses on 
the struggle of the Filipino 
people in their quest for 
freedom and indepen-
dence.

“The significant events 
of struggle for the inde-
pendence of the Philip-
pines took place in this 
noble province of Bulacan. 
The museums remind us 
and the next generations 

that there is always the emergence 
of heroes and good leaders. It also 
shows that we can stand up as a 
courageous and free race that 
should be recognized by the 
whole world,” Alvarado said.

In addition to original artifacts, 
the museum uses infographics, 
realistic murals, touch screen 
terminals, interactive maps and 
30 audio visual presentation. It 
also houses an e-learning room 
where students can access online 
lessons on Philippine History.

Ma. Serena I. Diokno, chair of 
the National Historical Commis-
sion of the Philippines, said that at 
least eight more museums will be 
constructed all over the country.

She said that museums will rise 
in Bohol, Naga City and Iloilo 
next year.

In 2018 and 2019, museums 
will also rise in Cotabato (El 
Deposito), in Baliuag, Bulacan 
(Mariano Ponce Museum) and 
galleries in Barasoain Church 
and in San Juan, Metro Manila.

She said that the NHCP is the 
national government agency 
mandated to promote Philippine 
history through its museums and 
publications as well as preserve 
the nation’s historical heritage. 
(PNA) /LAP/zst/EGGamos
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The United States has an unfortunate history of acquiring 
ugly authoritarian allies even when America’s security 

interests do not justify making such moral compromises. 
Malou Innocent and I described many of those unfortunate 
relationships in our book Perilous Partners, noting that a 
majority of the security relationships did not involve situa-
tions in which America’s vital interests were imperiled.

Washington faces another increasingly problematic rela-
tionship: its alliance with the Philippines. As I’ve noted previ-

ously on this site, Philippine president 
Rodrigo Duterte is the personification 
of a “loose-cannon” ally. Among other 

things, he referred to President Obama as “a son of a bitch,” 
and made it clear that he had no intention of necessarily 
following Washington’s lead on foreign policy.

Since I wrote that article, his erratic behavior, both domes-
tically and internationally, has grown worse. After indicat-
ing that he wished to conclude alliances with both Russia 
and China, Duterte stated that there will be no further 
military exercises with U.S. forces because China objects to 
such exercises. Now he has compared himself to Adolf Hitler, 
affirming that he was gladly slaughtering thousands of alleged 
drug dealers and drug users—all without the inconvenient 
obstacles of due process—and would like to kill millions, just 
like Hitler killed millions of Jews.

U.S. officials seem strangely tone-deaf to the outrages of 
their East Asian ally. Even as Duterte was cozying up to 
China and waxing about Hitler, U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Ashton Carter was affirming that Washington’s alliance with 
the Philippines was nothing less than “ironclad.”

That is an unwise position for several reasons. First, it is 
generally a bad idea for a great power to pass out security 
guarantees in a promiscuous manner, since any one of them 
has the potential to entangle it in a dubious military con-
frontation. The United States has violated that rule in a spec-
tacular fashion, undertaking explicit, treaty-bound security 
obligations to more than four dozen countries and implicit 
commitments to many more. The “mutual” defense treaty with 
Manila is actually one of the older obligations, having been 
concluded when the Philippines were granted independence 
in the late 1940s. But the venerable nature of the treaty does 
not make it a wise one.

A second reason a great power should avoid alliances 
like the relationship with Manila is that the security client’s 
agenda can create embarrassments or even great dangers. The 
Philippines have ambitious territorial claims in the volatile 
South China Sea—along with several other countries. At 
a minimum, having a treaty ally in that position creates a 
headache for the United States.

Finally, a security relationship makes America at least indi-
rectly culpable for the domestic behavior of the client regime. 
Throughout the Cold War, Washington embarrassed itself (if 
not shamed itself) by its close relationships with an assort-
ment of thuggish “allies.” American officials may have deluded 
themselves into believing that such relationships were essential 
for the republic’s security, but in the vast majority of cases, that 
simply was not true. Now in the absence 

It’s	Time	to	Suspend	
America’s	Alliance	with	the	

Philippines

Is there basis for Ramos’ 
claims vs. Duterte?

LIFE’S	INSPIRATION:	“…	Lead	out	
those	who	have	eyes	but	are	blind,	who	

have	ears	but	are	deaf…”	(Isaiah	43:8,	the	
Holy	Bible).

-ooo-

IS THERE BASIS FOR RAMOS’ 
CLAIMS VS. DUTERTE? So, okay, 

former President Ramos is not satisfied with 
the performance of President Duterte during 
the first 100 days of the Duterte government. 
According to Ramos, Duterte focused  
principally on the illegal drug trade, virtually 
leaving out issues on poverty, living costs, 
jobs, and foreign investment.

The question, however, is this: is there 
a factual basis for the claim of Ramos 
that nothing has been done by the Duterte 
government about poverty, living costs, jobs, 
and foreign investments during its first 100 
days? It is significant to note that what Ramos 
offered in support of his claims are mere 
generalizations, without appropriate data to 
back him up.

This is dangerous as it is misleading, 
especially since it came from someone who, 
for all intents and purposes on account of 
his being Duterte’s personal representative 
on the South China Sea row, is a part of the 
Duterte government. People may entertain--
-as indeed, many, especially from those who 
oppose Duterte, are now entertaining the 
possibility that Duterte really failed in his first 
100 days, as what Ramos said.

-ooo-
DUTERTE GOV’T IS DOING ALL ITS 
CAN TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS: I mean, 
it is one thing to say that nothing is being 
done about something, and another to say 
that nothing is being reported about what the 
government is actually doing to address the 
many problems that have been inherited by 
President Duterte from past administrations, 
including that of Ramos.

What, to me, is happening at this point, 
is that, each and every department of 
government under the Duterte administration 
are discharging their respective duties 

In July, he ordered the release to farmers and 
their organizations some P2 billion worth 
of farm equipment and machineries, which 
were simply kept and undistributed under 
the Aquino government. This certainly 
empowered farmers and their organizations 
towards greater agricultural production.

-ooo-
OBJECTIVITY KEY TO APPRECIATING 
WHAT DUTERTE HAS DONE: Then, in 
line with Duterte’s objective of taking away 
our people’s fascination and dependence on 
gambling, the Duterte government decisively 
shut down a company whose franchise 
allowed it to operate gambling facilities 
through the Internet, also during its first 100 
days. 

The company is still trying to win back its 
franchise but at this point, gambling through 
its outlets or stations have been stopped. 
There is no doubt that removing gambling 
from our people’s way of life would improve 
their lives better, with more productive use 
of the time that they have been spending on 
games of chance.

On peace and order, crime and criminality 
have gone down tremendously. What is 
more, crimes attributable to insurgency in 
the countryside have decreased dramatically, 
in the light of the on-going peace talks with 
various rebel groups who have fought the 
Philippine government for so long a time. If 
one is objective enough, it is not difficult to 
appreciate what Duterte has done in his first 
100 days.

-ooo-
PLEASE LISTEN: “Ang Tanging Daan” 
(The Sole Way): a Bible study and prayer 
session online could now be heard, 24 
HOURS a day, in the Philippines and the 
world at  www.facebook.com/angtangingdaan 
or www.facebook.com/ANDKNK (and look 
for “Ang Tanging Daan” broadcasts). Phone: 
0922 833 43 96, 0918 574 0193, 0977 805 
9058. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.com.

and responsibilities, in an attempt 
to achieve the goals set out by 
President Duterte when he assumed 
the presidency on June 30, 2016. 

Let us take the example of the 
Department of Agriculture, under 
the leadership of Sec. Manny Pinol. 

Cont. on page 5
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MAGKASANGGA TAYO Commentaries
Ano na ang mangyayari 

sa South China Sea?
• Senador na Cocaine user?!
• ‘Di kailangan ng Pinas ng 
AID mula sa US/UN/EU!!!

Maganda sana ang mga pinagsasabi ng ating mahal 
na Pangulo, na ang kanyang administrasyon ay 

magpapatupad ng isang independent foreign policy. 
Ako ay tunay na sang- ayon dito. Sang-ayon din ako sa 
pagdi-distansya ng ating relasyon sa Estados Unidos 
at maging sa kanino pang bansa na banyaga. Ang 
pag-unlad ng isang bansa ay nagmumula sa pagiging 
independent at kayang tumayo sa sarili nating paa, 
dala ng sikap, tiyaga at paninindigan. Sang-ayon din 
ako sa pahayag ng mahal na Pangulo na trade and 
economic alliances  lang dapat ang ating magiging 
relasyon sa lahat ng bansa, bagama’t ito ay madaling 
sabihin at mas magandang pakinggan; ngunit sa tutuo 
lang ay mukhang malabo itong mangyari. Huwag 
natin kalilimutan yung ating sinasabing golden rule 

Senador/a  na Cocaine user - Isang napakatin-
ding info ang pinasabog ni Vice Mayor Paolo 

Du30 na may isang senador o senadora  na cocaine 
user o addict daw. Ngayon, dapat rin na pangala-
nan ni VM Du30 kung sino ang Senador o Senadora 
na ito sapagkat kung hindi niya ito ibubunyag ay 
magiging unfair sa mga senador na inosente at  hindi 
gumagamit ng cocaine. Kaya ang panawagan ko kay 
Senate President Pimentel ay huwag babakla-bakla 
at siguraduhin na pangalan ni VM Du30 kung sino 
ang senador o senadora na yuon.

Sa aking analysis,   ang suspetsa ko na posibleng 
mga user ay ang mga sumusunod  SEN. ZUBIRI,  
SEN. GATCHALIAN,  SEN. SOTTO,  wala naman 
po akong info o ano mang basehan kung hindi ito 
ay suspetsa, hinala, at palagay  ko  lang na ang  isa 
sa tatlong pangalan na aking nabanggit ang siyang 
cocaine user. Tama kaya ako? Ma-tsambahan ko kaya 
ang hula-hula ko?  Kayo mga dear readers, sino ang 
sa palagay ninyo???

####       
Hindi kailangan ng Pinas ng AID mula sa US/UN/
EU- Yan ang aking Pangulo, nung kanyang sinabi ng 
diretsahan na hindi natin kailangan ng AID mula sa 
USA, sa UN at sa EU. Hep Hep Hooray! Hep Hep 
Horay!!! At kanya pang sabi na we will survive. Yehey, 
yan ang tama Mr. President, you are trying to instill 
national pride and patriotism. Sinigundahan pa 
ni Commissioner on Anti Poverty na si Liza Masa 
na “oo” at  hindi natin kailanagn ng AID  sapagkat 
maraming mga programa ang gobyerno para sa anti 
poverty. Clap! Clap! Clap! Samakatwid  ay hindi 
natin kailangan ng tulong pinansiyal, etc mula sa 
mga ibang bansa.

Teka, sandali, kung ang AID ba ay galing sa China 
o sa Russia ay atin itong tatanggapin? Nagtatanong 
lang po sa aking mga kapwa-Dutertards, na katulad 
ninyo at katulad ko rin ay mga certified  Dutertards 
tayong lahat. Hi! Hi! Hi!  Eh kung tutuusin nga ay 
mas malaki pa ang minimum wage sa Pinas kaysa sa 
America, hindi po ba sapagkat ang mimimum wage sa 
US ay $7/per hour or $56/per 8 hours /day,  eh sa atin 
ay P450 per day sa Metro Manila ang minimum wage. 
O, di malinaw  na mas malaki ang minimum wage 
natin, kitang kita naman ninyo 450 komparado sa 56. 
Isang patunay lamang yan na ang ating ekonomiya 
ay siyang maganda at matibay. Hi! Hi! Hi!

Katunayan nga ay nabasa ko sa FB mula sa isang 
netizen Dutertard na kanyang sinabi na maganda 
itong tumataas ang palitan ng piso sa dolyar sapagkat 
patunay raw yan na gumaganda ang ekonomiya 
sapagkat ang mga padala ng mga OFW sa kanilang 
pamilya ay magkakaroon ng maganda at mas mataas 
na palitan ng piso  kaya lalago daw ang ekonomiya. 
YES! Yan ang mga analohiya ng mga kapwa duter-
tards ko! Kaya dapat siguro ay ang maging palitan 
ng dolyar sa piso ay maging  $1 = P70! Anong say 
ninyo mga  ka-dutertards, oks na oks kapag ganito 
ang palitan ng dolyar ano???  Very Good! Very Good! 
Very Nice! Very Nice ! Hi Hi Hi.

Kaya bago magwakas ang aking kolum wag nating 
kalilimutan ang mga famous na bukang bibig ng ating 
mahal na panginoon este  Pangulo na. PI ka Santo 
Papa, Fuck U Obama, Fuck U Banki Moon, Fuck 
U UN Rapporteur, Fuck U EU!

NALPAS!

Hyaluronic Acid - fights	effects	of	aging;	look	and	feel	
					young	inside	out - (60 capsules 100 mg): P623.00
Biotin - nail	and	hair	support (30 capsules 5 mg) : P111.00
Calcium Aspartate - bone	&	cardiovascular	health	- 
     (60 capsules 1000 mg)  : P395.00
Dandelion Root - liver	support -(60 caps 515 mg) : P200.00
Folic Acid - cardiovascular	&	prenatal	support	 (250 caps 800 mcg): P200.00
Cinnamon -blood	sugar	support - (180 Caps 375 mg): P244.00
Garcinia Cambogia - for	weight	loss - (60 cap 80 mg): P244.00
Spirulina -	immune	system  - (180 tablets 500 mg) : P556.00
Vitamin D-3 - bone	&	skin	health - (60 caps 1000 IU) : P111.00
Lutein - for	eye	support	- (60 softgels)  : P489.00
Melatonin - sleep	support - (60 capsules 3 mg) : P133.00
Milk Thistle -liver	health- (30 capsules 500 mg)  : P89.00
Saw Palmetto -prostate	support-(100 caps 540 mg) : P220.00
Bladderwrack Leaves (60 capsules)  : P333.00
Grapeseed Extract -cardiovascular	health- (60 cap 200 mg) : P600.00
Green Tea Extract -antioxidant-(60 cap 500 mg) : P445.00
Triple Magnesium -fights	fatigue	-(30 caps 400 mg): P133.00
Vit. C w/ Rose Hips (250 cap 1000 mg): P667.00

Original U.S. Food Supplements
ON SALE ITEMS

Volume discount available. 
FREE delivery on selected areas. 

0915-196-3920

na “he who has the gold rules.” Sa kasalukuyan  sino 
ba ang mayaman at makapangyarihan na bansa? 
America at China - ang dalawang pinakamalaki 
na ekonomiya sa mundo kaya’t  sila ang dalawang 
bansang pinakamayaman at makapangyarihan.

Ang Estados Unidos ay napakalaki na nang 
investments sa ating bansa at  nakakatakot isipin na 
kapag pinulout ng US ang kanilang investments ay 
masakit ang magiging resulta. Sa aking pagkakaalam 
ay hindi rin naman  inaagaw ng US ang ating 
karagatan katulad ng ginagawa ng China.

Pagdating sa pag-mamayabang ng ating mahal 
na Pangulo na kahit na i-pull out ng America ang 
kanilang AID ay ok lang daw, sang-ayon ako dito 
kung ang kanyang magiging anunsyo ay magiging 
consistent rin katulad sa China. Ang ibig kong sabihin 
ay kapag ang China ba ang nag-bigay ng AID,  una 
sa lahat ay hindi ba natin ito babayaran, baka naman 
AID na loan din naman. Pangalawa ay kung AID  
na wala ng bayaran o kapalit, eh malabo namang 
mangyari yuon at isang imposiblemng bagay ito. Ang 
malamang na magiging kabayaran o scenario ay mag-
bibigay ng AID ang China sa kondisyon na hindi na 
natin hahabulin at ia-assert ang ating pagkapanalo sa 
UNCLOS. Samakatwid ay sa China na mapupunta ang 
Spratlys, mga shoal etc. Yaan ang magiging kapalit ng 
AID ng China. Gusto ba natin ito mga dear readers?

Para sa akin, bilang isa ring praktikal na indibidual, 
kailangan ay balansehin at timbangin natin ang 
halaga ng AID na ibibigay sa atin ng China at kahit 
na bilyones pa halimbawa ang kanilang ibigay na 
AID ay baka  barya-barya pa rin yuon  kapalit ng 
mawawala sa makukuha natin sa South China Sea 
or West Philippine Sea sa dahilang ang assessment 
ng mga experto ay nasa trilyon-trilyones ang halaga 
ng mga natural resources ang mapapakinabangan sa 
South China Sea/West Philippine Sea. 

of the kind of existential threat that 
the Soviet Union posed, the justifi-
cation for tossing basic moral values 
overboard is even weaker.

The United States needs to take an 
immediate stand regarding the Phil-
ippines. It is absurd for America to 
be putting its security on the line to 
defend a country ruled by an indi-
vidual who is showing his unreli-
ability on foreign policy issues and 
engages in utterly odious domestic 
behavior. Washington should suspend 
the alliance with Manila indefinite-
ly. In the 1980s, the United States 
suspended its defense commitment 
to New Zealand through the ANZUS 
pact because Wellington would not 
allow U.S. nuclear vessels to operate in 
its waters. Duterte’s actions are vastly 
worse than that and at least warrant 
a similar response./ By Ted Galen 
Carpenter/This article appeared on 
National Interest (Online) on October 
1, 2016./CATO Institute 

Editorial
              from page 4

(reprint from last week)

Base, Oct. 8.  
The equipment, for use in counterterrorism and 

fast boat operations, included tactical Harris radios, 
ballistic helmets,and diving gear, among other items.  
The military equipment was transferred under a U.S. 
grant program aimed at assisting security forces con-
ducting counterterrorism operations.  This equipment 
will help enhance the communications, situational 
awareness and protection of Philippine security force-
sactively engaged in counterterrorism operations in 
the southern Philippines.  The Philippine Marines will 
also receive radio training as a part of the U.S. grant 
program.  

U.S. Military
              from page 6

(reprint from last week)

In addition to MARSOG, the Philippine 
Coast Guard and the Philippine National 
Police-Special Action Force also received 
six pallets of the new communications 
equipment from the U.S. government./U.S. 
Embassy, Manila



6 October 16-22, 2016 Newstarlacweekender

Cont. on page 5
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DPWH Contractors’
              from page 7
taining a user identification 
and password, and a link 
to the Contractor Informa-
tion Viewer which can be 
accessed by clicking the CIV 
icon located at the lower left 
side of the DPWH website or 
by logging in at http://www.
dpwh.gov.ph/cpv/.

The CIV is seen to further 
improve business proce-

dures as it will result into 
reduced information cost, 
easier access to informa-
tion, and increased trans-

parency in the early procure-
ment stages.

It also complements DPWH 
Document Tracking System 
(DoTS), another web-based 
portal which prevents 
personal follow-ups and 
answers inquiries regarding 
business-related documents 
processing. (DPWH)

over the last 15 years, 
and even EO No. 2 
will not soften our 

resolve to achieve this.
R2KRN has emphasized early on that legislation will be a 

positive addition to the EO in respect to the following matters: 
(1) expanding the coverage of FOI standards beyond the 
executive branch; (2) reviewing the exceptions to limit these 
to only those that are reasonable and necessary; (3) introducing 
criminal liability where appropriate; and (4) affording further 
institutionalization of transparency and accountability in all 
public agencies, by strength of law.

At the Senate, the Committee on Public Information and Mass 
Media chaired by Senator Grace Poe has already conducted 
public hearings on FOI bills last September 19 and 29. At the 
House of Representatives, the House Committee on Public 
Information has conducted a public briefing on its work last 
Sept. 13 and scheduled its first committee hearing on October 
11.

In recent Congresses, the Senate has delivered early on the 
FOI in contrast to extended deliberations at the House of Rep-
resentatives. In the 15th and 16th Congress, the major missing 
link to the FOI’s passage had been the absence of clear, firm 
endorsement by then President Benigno S. Aquino III and 
the leaders of the House of Representatives. With President 
Duterte’s commitment to FOI signaled by EO No. 2, R2KRN 
harbors hope once more that his “super majority” coalition in 
both chambers of Congress will now be more responsive to the 
people’s clamor for the swift passage of the FOI law.

Big Balance of Work Ahead
R2KRN reiterates its support for EO No.2 as a measure that 

clarifies procedural and substantive issues that hamper the 
people’s right to access information with clear public interest, 
in the custody of public agencies.

At the same time, R2KRN emphasizes that EO No. 2 is just a 
first step, a challenge even for both public officials and citizens 
to embrace the big balance of work ahead.

Aside from executive agencies providing the implementing 
details for EO No. 2, there is the task of making the People’s 
FOI Manual people-friendly.

Two, pending the passage of the FOI law, R2KRN hopes that 
local government units and Constitutional Commissions will 
promptly launch parallel efforts to adopt similar administrative 
procedures to promote transparency and access to information 
in their respective offices.

Three, on the matter of exceptions, R2KRN wishes to promote 
its study on exceptions to asisst the Office of the Executive 
Secretary and other executive agencies in finalizing the inventory 
of exceptions under EO No. 2.

Four, R2KRN commits full and unqualified support for the 
review of the outdated information classification guidelines 
embodied in Memorandum Circular No. 78 that has been cited 
in the repealing clause of EO No. 2.

Finally, R2KRN pledges to endeavor to nurture a vibrant 
community of advocates, civil society organizations, and pro-
fessional associations actively engaged in FOI practice, precisely 
to test, push, and promote transparency, accountability, and 
good governance that EO No. 2, and hopefully, a good FOI 
law, could and should offer all our citizens.

Revival of Ibon-Ebon Festival in 
Pampanga town gains support
CANDABA, Pampanga - 

Mayor Danilo Boy Baylon 
has vowed to support the 
revival of the annual Ibon-Ebon 
Festival which was initiated by 
former Mayor Jerry Pelayo 
during his term.

Baylon made the announce-
ment during the Grand Eye 
Ball of the members of Anak 
ng Candaba (ANC), a non-gov-
ernmental organization which 
wants to be of help to the 
municipality, on Sunday.

In fact, the Ibon-Ebon icon 
was unveiled at the boundary 
of the town in Pansol, Pasig, 
adjacent to the municipality of 
Sta. Ana.

It can be recalled that during 
the term of former Mayor Rene 
Maglanque, the festival’s budget 

was scrapped.
Hence, the organizers of the 

ANC Grand Eye Ball decided 
to put up the Ibon-Ebon icon 
that symbolizes their desire to 
revive the town’s festival of birds 
and eggs.

However, Mayor Baylon 
said he would still get the sen-
timents of the Candabenios and 
consult them if they are willing 
to support the festival.

It can be noted that the annual 
Ibon-Ebon Festival aims at cel-
ebrating the huge harvest and 
production of multi-million-pe-
so duck raising industry and the 
exodus of migratory birds from 
the different parts of the world 
in the Candaba Swamp.

Smith Balmaceda and 
Hannah Len De Guzman, 

ANC event organizers, said that 
aside from the unveiling of the 
Ibon-Ebon icon, they have also 
prepared a program showcas-
ing the talents of Ibon-Ebon 
dancers and the holding of a 
bloodletting activity sponsored 
by the provincial health office, 
JBL Regional Memorial 
Hospital and other stakehold-
ers mainly to help save lives.

The event was also graced 
by former Vice Mayor Daniel 
Gallardo, former Municipal 
Administrator Leny Manalo, 
former barangay captains, 
members of Kabalikat Civicom, 
local media and facebook 
group-Candaba Updated Ka 
managed by Edwina Zabat Del 
Rosario. (PNA)/SCS/ZST/JM

DILG invites CL residents to be part 
of grassroots anti-illegal drug drive
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, 

Pampanga - Department of 
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) invites Central 
Luzon residents to be part of 
its program, which encourag-
es multi-sectoral partnership 
in the fight against criminality, 
corruption, and illegal drugs at 
the grassroots level.

“Mamamayang Ayaw sa 
Anomalya, Mamamayang 
Ayaw sa Iligal na Droga (MASA 
MASID) seeks to engage local 
stakeholders, volunteers, civic 
organizations, faith-based 
organizations, and the private 
sector in any of the following 
strategies: Demand Reduction 

through Advocacy and 
Education Campaigns, Supply 
Reduction through Information 
Gathering and Reporting, and 
Community-Based Rehabilita-
tion Program (CBRP),” DILG 
Regional Director Florida Dijan 
said.

Suggested activities under 
Advocacy and Education 
include discussions through 
word of mouth; and conduct 
of seminars and forums to 
advocate anti-illegal drugs in 
the community.

“ Un d e r  In f o r m at i o n 
Gathering and Reporting, 
MASA MASID Teams may 
set-up a hotline where 

members of the community 
can call to report any drug-re-
lated incident. They may also 
interview neighbors to gather 
information on any untoward 
incident and establish a 
database for a more efficient 
monitoring and validation of 
cases,” Dijan added.

And lastly, the Community 
Rehabilitation Network will 
facilitate CBRP, which covers 
psychological, neurological, 
spiritual, and social dimensions.

“It focuses not only on the 
healing of the patients but 
also care for their families and 
the whole community,” Dijan 
added. (CLJD-PIA 3)

U.S. Military Delivers Counterterrorism 
Equipment to the Philippine Marine Special 
Operations
Group

Philippine Marine 1st Lt. Flores of the Philippine Marine Special 
Operations Group receives new military equipment from U.S. Army Maj. 
Anthony Nelson of the Joint U.S. Military Assistance Group Philippines, 
as part of a U.S. government grant program aimed at assisting security 
forces conducting counterterrorism operations.

Manila —Representa-
tives from the U.S. 

Embassy in the Philip-
pines’Joint U.S. Military 
Ass i s t an c e  Group 
(JUSMAG) delivered 24 
pallets of new military 
equipment to the Phil-
ippine Marine Special 
Operat ions  Group 
(MARSOG) at Clark Air 
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troops ashore 
from the USS 
Germantown, a 
U. S .  N a v y 

amphibious ship.  When Philippine and U.S. forces 
practice an amphibious landing together, our nations 
are better prepared to bring water, medical supplies, 
and other relief to the people of the Philippines during 
a natural disaster.  In addition to the amphibious 
landing exercise, Philippine and U.S. service members 
conducted a live-fire combined-arms exercise and 
training on a wide range of skills, including marks-
manship, parachute operations, map reading, and first 
aid response.

In the month preceding the exercise, Philippine 
and U.S. service members in Cagayan Valley spent 
more than 17,000 hours renovating four elementary 

school classrooms and two outdoor auditoriums.  They 
repaired roofs and installed 500 feet of steel gutters 
and 2000 feet of drainage systems to make the schools 
more resilient to heavy rainfall. U.S. military medical 
teams also taught students and teachers basic lifesav-
ing skills, disease prevention, and physical and dental 
hygiene – all critical during times of crisis.  To help 
prepare for a natural disaster hitting the region, U.S. 
troops coordinated with local municipal leadership to 
identify locations capable of supporting relief opera-
tions and helped develop crisis response plans.

PHIBLEX is an annual U.S.-Philippine military 
bilateral exercise that combines amphibious capabil-
ities and live-fire training with humanitarian assistance 
efforts to strengthen interoperability and working rela-
tionships./US Embasssy Manila

No change in US-PHL relations whoever wins 
in upcoming US presidential polls - Goldberg
MANILA – United 

States Ambassador 
to the Philippines Philip 
Goldberg on Friday assured 
that whoever emerged as 
the winner in the coming 
US presidential elections 
in November, it will not 
change US relations with 
the Philippines.

Goldberg told reporters 
covering the Department 
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
during his farewell lunch 
that the US-Philippine 
alliance is strong regardless 
of whoever between Repub-
lican candidate Donald 
Trump and Democrats’ 
Hillary Clinton will win in 
the presidential race.

“I think our commitment 
to the Philippines is clear. 
We have been good allies, 
we will remain good allies,” 
he pointed out.

“I think that whatever 
government is in, the 
United States will value the 
Philippines as an ally and 
friend. We have 3.5 million 
Filipino-Americans and a 

rich tradition and history, 
and as allies and friends I 
don’t think the changes of 
administration in the US 
affects that,” he added.

The outgoing ambassador 
clarified that alleged threats 
against President Rodrigo 
Duterte from the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
is not true and has no basis.

“But we are friends of the 
Philippines, we are allies 
of the Philippines, and we 
respect the democracy in 
the Philippines, so I don’t 
know what that’s all about, 
quite frankly. But I’ll leave it 
at that. There is no founda-
tion,” he emphasized.

The Washington’s top 
diplomat to Manila cited 
the great friendship of his 
country and the Philip-
pines over the past 70 years 
that produced remarkable 
results.

He said that over the 
last three years in the Phil-
ippines as Ambassador, 
“many of the important 
features of our alliance, the 

great friendship between 
our people and our country 
and it was a nice moment 
to review those moments.”

He recalled that during 
typhoon Yolanda, they 
were able “to carry out with 
our colleagues, our friends 
from the AFP my colleagues 
from the US, the military, it 
reminds me how close our 
relationship is.”

“We reviewed many of 
the cooperative programs 
that we have in the assis-
tance area things that have 
been increased over the last 
few years, foreign military 
funding, maritime security 
initiatives which provided 
USD 42 million last year to 
the Philippines to improve 
its ability to sea and operate 
in its maritime space, the 
USD 66 million for foreign 
military funding , the mil-
lennium challenge cooper-
ation which finished 226 
km road in Samar which 
hopefully will help spur the 
economic development,” he 
stressed. (PNA)/RMA/SFM

PH affirms the multilateral treaty process 
towards the rule of law cites UNCLOS
MANILA - The Philippines described the UN Con-

vention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as a 
“distinct achievement” of the international community, 
the “key to ensuring global and regional peace in the 
just and sustainable use of the world’s oceans and its 
resources.”

Ambassador Lourdes Yparraguirre, Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Philippines to the UN, reported to 
the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) that her 
statement before the Sixth Committee (Legal) of the 
UN General Assembly reiterated the Philippines’ 
respect for the July 12 award of the arbitral tribunal 
under UNCLOS on the South China Sea arbitra-
tion, which clarified the maritime entitlements of the 
relevant parties and addressed, inter alia, claims of 
historic rights, the criteria for islands and rocks, the 
issue of fishing rights, and the protection of the marine 
environment.

According to her, the award is “a leading example of 
a legal outcome resulting from the multilateral treaty 
process, and is now a significant part of the corpus of 
jurisprudence in international law.”

The UN debate focused on 
Member States’ national expe-
rience and best practices on 
their implementation of multi-
lateral treaties, many of which 
are deposited with the UN 
Secretary-General, including 
UNCLOS.

“When we enter into multilat-
eral treaties, we renew our faith 
in the rule of law to govern our 
proper conduct with respect to 
each other,” Ambassador Ypar-
raguirre noted, adding that, “The 
Philippines’ participation in 
these multilateral treaties attests 
to our long-held belief… that 
the rule of law can prevent war 

and attain peace and security, ensure 
human dignity, contribute to a better 
life for all in larger freedom, and create 
justice.”

The Philippines is a party to 
hundreds of multilateral treaties, 
ranging from the law on diplomatic 
and consular relations, international 
trade law, human rights law, interna-
tional criminal law including the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal 
Court, the protection of the environ-
ment, and the peaceful settlement of 
disputes. (PNA)/LGI/PR-DFA/SGP

Munggo seeds for rainy 
season soon available 
SAN MATEO, Isabela - The agri-

culture office of this town said 
munggo seeds for the rainy season 
will soon be available.

Municipal Agriculturist Emiliano 
Camba said there are demonstration 
farms where the munggo for rainy 
season are planted and the harvest 
will soon be available to be planted 
by farmers in the town.

He said munggo that are usually 
planted by farmers are drought 
resistant but the new variety of 
munggo for rainy season will soon 
be available for farmers.

Camba said in the history of San 
Mateo in planting munggo, there are 
no munggo seeds variety for rainy 
season,hence, the munggo seed for 
rainy season will soon be out and be 
distributed to the farmers.

He said the town is experiencing 
two weather conditions, hot and 
rainy, and farmers must be provided 
with the right munggo seeds during 
the two weather conditions in order 
to continue gaining income.

San Mateo has been regarded as 
the country’s munggo capital. (PNA)/
FPV/SCD/MGEDALE

DPWH contractors’ profile now online
MANILA - Registered civil 

works contractors interested 
in participating in public bidding 
in the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) can view, 
download, and print their profile and 
records reflected in the DPWH civil 
works registry (CWR), now available 
online in the DPWH website.

The DPWH came up with this 
process improvement that will 
provide ease to contractors who 
normally call or travel to the Depart-
ment’s office in Port Area, Manila 
just to acquire copies of Contractor 
Information from the CWR during 
DPWH bidding.

DPWH CWR is being used to 
register contractors and determine 

their eligibility to bid for a project 
they intend to participate in. It 
provides a computerized database of 
contractors to be used for objective, 
standardized, transparent and 
efficient processing of interested 
contractors for DPWH civil works 
contracts during the eligibility 
process conforming to existing laws 
and regulations.

According to DPWH Procure-
ment Service Director Nimfa B. 
Potante, with the newly launched 
CWR viewer, contractors can now 
check and address needs for profile 
updating or license renewal since 
they can now monitor data con-
taining basic contact information, 
kinds of projects, registration status, 

licenses status, as well as financial 
records.

Civil works contractors were 
already requested to update their 
companies’ profile and have been 
advised that the Procurement 
Service will no longer accommo-
date requests for copies of Contrac-
tors Information either through 
Universal Serial Bus (USB)/flash 
drive, hard copy or through e-mail 
after December 31, 2016.

Contractors who have complied 
with the memo will receive an 
email con-
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Feature FOI in PDU30’s First 100 Days: Good Start, Big Balance of Work
(Statement of the Right To Know, Right Now! Coalition)On the first 100 days of the Duterte Administra-

tion, the Right to Know, Right Now! Coalition 
(R2KRN) cites the issuance of Executive Order No. 2 on 
the Freedom of Information as a good start, but stresses 
that so much more has yet to be done to guarantee the 
full enjoyment of the people’s right to know.

R2KRN sees EO No. 2 (Operationalizing in the 
Executive Branch the People’s Constitutional Right 
to Information and the State Policies to Full Public 
Disclosure and Transparency in the Public Service and 
Providing Guidelines Therefor) as a landmark step, 
and acknowledges the work being done by various 

government agencies to prepare their People’s FOI 
Manual and implementing details. However, R2KRN 
submits that the lists of proposed exceptions that had 
been collated by the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
and the Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) must 
be reviewed and narrowed down through executive 
action and legislation. Further, the crux and lifeblood 
of a truly responsive FOI – practice by public officials 
and citizens and a culture of transparency in all gov-
ernment agencies – remain a work in progress under 

the Duterte Administration.

The Peope’s FOI Manual and Uneven Response from 
Agencies

Today marks the 77th day since the signing of 
EO No. 2 on July 23, 2016. That means 43 more 
days remain before EO No. 2 is fully rolled out on 
November 19. By then, as per the letter of the EO, all 
executive agencies shall have prepared their respective 
People’s FOI Manuals and formulated their respective 
implementing details.

The member organizations of R2KRN have sought 
to engage at least five line agencies, two oversight 
bodies, as well as the Presidential Communications 
Office (PCO), on these tasks. Thus far, our member 
organizations have received varying responses. While 
some agencies have expressed openness to engage-
ment, other agencies have yet to reply. We believe that 
agencies actively engaging stakeholders in the formu-
lation of their manuals will go a long way in promoting 
a culture of transparency in those agencies, and will 
prepare relevant personnel for active interaction with 
the public on FOI.

Need to Address Confusion on Exceptions
Pursuant to the directive of EO No. 2 for the DOJ 

and the OSG to prepare an inventory of exceptions, 
the two agencies submitted separate inventories to 
the Office of the President. The DOJ’s inventory listed 
156 proposed exceptions, and the OSG, 55 proposed 
exceptions. The unfortunate release of these “draft” 
inventories by the Presidential Communications Office 
without proper briefing on their nature and status 
only served to confuse citizens and could undermine 
support for EO No. 2. R2KRN has been assured by the 
lawyers of the Office of the Executive Secretary that the 
supposed inventory of exceptions to EO No. 2 are for 
now proposals that will still have to be reviewed and 
trimmed in consultation with FOI advocates.

What needs to be emphasized is that the inventory 
must first of all be faithful to exceptions that have clear 
legal basis under the Constitution and existing laws 
and jurisprudence. The inventory must neither add 
nor subtract. Also, the number of proposed excep-
tions in the DOJ and OSG inventories has proved 
to be misleading. There are a number of laws that 
provide confidentiality of specific information, but 
these generally fall within categories or classes of rec-
ognized exceptions. It became all the more confusing 
that the proposed inventories of the two agencies 
included draft legislation pending in Congress, as 
well as judicial notices, even as EO No. 2 covers only 
the agencies within the executive branch.

R2KRN’s own study led by the Philippine Center 
for Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) and law professors 
tapped for expert assistance finds that the inventory 
can be grouped into eleven (11) categories. The nature 
of these categories of exceptions needs to be under-
stood well by both the government and the public. 
Evaluating the reasonability of these categories of 
exceptions should be the focus of scrutiny, rather than 
the uncategorized number of proposed exceptions in 
the DOJ and OSG lists, which only serves to frustrate 
public expectations that EO No. 2 will enable, rather 
than restrain, the people’s constitutional right to know.

Progress on the Legislative Front
R2KRN notes with guarded hope that there has 

been progress on the legislative front. The passage 
of a Freedom of Information law by Congress that 
will cover all agencies in all the branches of the gov-
ernment, as well as the Constitutional Commissions, 
remains our unbending, primordial goal. This has been 
R2KRN’s constant advocacy 


